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W elcom e! W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!

Su n day -  M ay 30 , 20 21

"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

What is the Apocrypha?
by Troy Spradlin

    Most Bible students (anyone who regularly studies the Bible) have probably heard of the Maccabees. Others may 
be familiar with the various versions of the Catholic Bible which contain a few more books than our "Protestant" 
translations have inside. There are even a few Bible students that are also acquainted with "The Book of Enoch" or 
"The Gospel of Thomas" and similar writings. What do all these have in common? The are known as the Apocrypha, 
or as Apocryphal writings. But, what is that, exactly? Is this something we should know about? Why are they not 
included in our Bibles? Let's answer these questions.

    What is the Apocrypha? The word itself literally means, "secret; to hide away." 
It is used to describe, or reference several ancient writings that appear to be biblical, 
but have been rejected from the "canon" (which means, a set of texts accepted as 
inspired and authoritative scripture in Jewish and Christian religion; ie, the Bible).  
The books typically identified as Apocrypha include: Tobit, Judith, I and II Esdras 
(Ezra), I~IV Maccabees, additions to the book of Esther, the Wisdom of Solomon, 
Ecclesiasticus (not to be confused with Ecclesiastes), Baruch, the Letter of Jeremiah, 
the Song of the Three Young Men, Susanna, Bel and the Dragon, the Prayer of 
Manasseh, and the Prayer of Azariah. There are variances on which are included depending upon the religious 
institution. For example, the Greek Orthodox Bible versions are slightly different than the Catholic versions.

    Is this something we should know? The answer depends upon how much one desires to study. As far as any 
divine, inspirational wisdom, or spiritual guidance that is on par with the Bible - absolutely not! The writings 
contain fictional stories, principles and statements contradictory to the Bible, and in some cases, straight blasphemy. 
Not one of the writings will strengthen your understanding of God's will, help you know Jesus, or add to your faith. 

    As far as historical information and/or fictional entertainment - maybe. All of the books were written before Jesus 
came to earth, mostly during the time frame known as the "400 years of silence" (between Malachi and Matthew). So, 
they fill in the gap (to some degree) by recording a few important historical events such as, the Maccabean Revolt 
and the rise of the Hasmonean and Herodian Dynasties. In another sense, they are interesting to read as a type of 
literary picture of ancient thinking, but, one should always be wary of the fact that they are composed of human 
wisdom (not God's wisdom) so potentialities exist for perverting truth and the misconception of reality.   

    Why are they not included in our  Bible? As mentioned earlier, the writings of the Apocrypha were rejected 
from being included in the Bible. This was because of their dubious origins and claims. Not one of them ever 
received approval by the Hebrews, or were included in the Jewish Old Testament versions, which means the Jews 
never consider them inspired or equal to Scripture. Consider also that even though they were available in the first 
century, Jesus never quoted from any of the Apocryphal books, neither did the Apostles or inspired writers, nor were 
they included in any of the early collections of the New Testament. They weren't even officially recognized by the 
Catholic church until the Council of Trent in 1546! More importantly, there are teachings within that are completely 
unbiblical and even heretical, such as praying for the dead (2 Maccabees 12:45?46), earning salvation by merit (Tobit 
12:9), and unethical stories, like Judith asking God to help her in a falsehood, Judith 9:10-13. 

    The Apocrypha are uninspired writings that appear to be and sound Biblical, but have been rejected. If  you never  
read the Apocrypha, you have not missed a thing. If  you do read them, don't miss heaven because of them!



YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS

10 Things To Be Mindful Of  Wit h Teens & Social Media - Par t  1

YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

by Casey Bearden
Over the last few years, the Family Minister's section has featured a couple of different articles dealing with issues or 

questions parents may be facing with their teens. Since this is a space designed to help & encourage families, that trend will 
continue for the next few weeks, which will include some of those articles from the past few years, as they help serve as a 
healthy reminder of the issues we continually face in raising our children. A close friend of mine, who is also a fellow parent & 
Youth Minister recently posted an article addressing teen social media use and the effects it has on them. The article focuses 
primarily on the tween age group (5th - 8th grade), but it is definitely relevant to all teenagers. It is written by a parent, who 
has a PhD in this field, so the contents are her findings and opinions. This is not an article insisting parents should conform to 
the same mindset, but rather an avenue to show a different side of this ever-growing fad, and considerations that should be 
given when making the decision to allow or disallow your teen to participate in social media. Things that will be addressed, 
but we must be made aware of are the fact that most of them aren't ready for it, they don't have the ability or knowledge to 
safely and properly navigate it, it affects their self-esteem in unhealthy ways, and it can become extremely addictive. So, here 
is the first snippet of a two week article addressing teen social media use and its impact. I pray it motivates our minds and our 
voices in helping one another better assist our kids in this difficult phase of life. Blessings!      ~CB

First 5 Things To Keep in Mind: 1. Social media was not designed for children. A tween's underdeveloped frontal cortex 
can?t manage the distraction nor the temptations that come with social media use. 2. You can not teach the maturity that social 
media requires. I hear parents say that they want to teach their child to use social media appropriately, but their mid-brains are 
not developed yet. Like trying to make clothes fit that are way too big, children will use social media inappropriately until 
they are older and it fits them better. 3. Social media is an entertainment technology. It does not make your child smarter or more 
prepared for real life or a future job. 4. It is not necessary for healthy social development. It is entertainment attached to a 
marketing platform extracting personal information and preferences from your child, not to mention hours of their time and 
attention. 5. A tween's ?more is better? mentality is a dangerous match for social media. Social media encourages them to overdo 
their friend connections like they tend to overdo other things in their lives. Does anyone have thousands of friends?

*Article from community.today.com - 10 Reasons Middle Schoolers Don't Need Social Media, 2018 & 
psychologytoday.com - Why Social Media Isn't Smart For Middle School Kids*

- Blessing Bag Project, Dinner , & Devo: 
Wednesday, June 2 @ 5 pm in the Fellowship Hall 
(Projects Items & Dinner will be provided. Guys 
bring drinks, girls bring desserts)

- Summer  Mystery Tr ip Br ief ing: June 6 @ 5 pm 
in the Fellowship Hall. PARENTS ONLY!

- Summer  Kick -Off /  Throwback  SNAC: June 6 
(1:45 - 4:45 pm @ Skateland; more details to come)

- GO Days: June 21st /  28th & July 12th 



CO N GREGAT IO N A L  PRAYER L I ST
Special   

- Joe Bartell* - recovery /  rehab
- Baxley* family- loss of Pat
- Lola Burnham*- recovery
- Mike Brown - C19, hospital (frm.mem)
- Joey Cook* - hospitalized, ICU
- Donna Dudley-health/prayers (S.Davis*)
- Bobbie Garcia* - broke hip, recovery
- Barbara Helms*-fractured back, anemic
- Billy Helms* - recovery, health
- Amya Huey* - new sister in Christ!
- Shantavia Hunt - tests results (Jeanna*)
- Cindy Marotta -paralyzed (Nunes)
- Peter Machon - test, tumor (Torpey*)
- John and Barbara Pace* - pain, recovery
- Karen Parker- recovery (Spradlin*)
- Ruth Phillips* - fell, @ home recovering
- Kevin Shanahan - improving, recovery
- Rebecca Shanahan* - immigration issues
- Lewie Joe Smith - recovery (J.English*) 
- Kenneth Warhurst - critical (Burnham*)
- Leon White-heart attack (Longmire*)
- Sharon Webb-rehab (P.Webb's mom)

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 
- Bobbie Garcia* - Pruitt House
- Larry McDaniel* - SR Heath & Rehab
- Beverly Mann* - Silvercrest HR  
- Linda Mann* - Shut In 
- Ina Ruth Miller* - Shut In
- Ruth Phillips*-  Shut In
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Troy Vonada* - Berryhill Manor

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- The church in Paraguay

- Eliezer Perez, San Lorenzo IDC
- ECS, GCBC and NWFSBS

                                                                                                                                                                     

Other  Requests /  Heal th Issues 
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- Joan Addison - spot on lung (Brazell*)
- Louis Bond - (former member)
- Gale and John Broadfoot*
- Allen & Diana Brazell* 
- Winston Burnham*
- Chapman Family*
- Richard & Laura Elliot-(S.Lee* parents)
- Harrison Freeman* - health concerns
- Dixie Gorham - former member
- Zeb Hamilton* -  health 
- Margaret Hamm - rehab (Pace*)
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Bill Kindred- health (cousin, M.Todd) 
- Doug & Sarah Lee* - prayers requested
- Betty Lee - health (Doug Lee's mom*)
- Chiara Lee -surg. postponed (DiL Lee*) 
- Edna Lewis -heath issues (Greg's mom)
- Jim Pitts*- health
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Kara Ritchie-blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Mary Salinas* 
- Joanne Sanders- (McGriff*)
- Rachel Sullins - struggles /  pain (Blisse)
- Laurie Taylor* - health
- Julia Torpey* - health
- Troy Vonada*  
- Ruth Williams* 
-  Jan Whitney*

Students in Col lege
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Seth Crider
- Stephen English
- Kyle Harter
- Emily Lipford
- Jack Webb
- Nick Webb

Cancer  
- Melissa Barker - (Bingham* sister)
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Sandi Coppedge - (J.English*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - prostrate (McGriff*)
- Marie and  Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Monica Parker - (Andrea S.* sister)
- Brian Riley - (English's* friend)
- Shane Reeves - (Bozeman*)
- Darlene Salter - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Sharee Patrick - (J.English* sister)
- Bailey Worrell - brain tumor (Blisse*)
- David Walther - brain (English*)sh*)
- Debra White - (Singley*) 
- Rosemary Wilson-breast (Joe's* mom)

Mil i tary
- Andrew Atchley - Ellsworth AFB
- Nick Bartell - Misawa Air Base, Japan
- John Bartell - Coronado, California
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer England - Corpus Christi, TX
- Spencer Gable-New London,Groton,CT
- Javonte' Ganzy - Little Rock (Torpey*)
- Drayton Hale - Lemoore, CA
- Amya Huey* - Chicago
- Ni Mack - Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - Washington DC
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND

Expecting Mothers
- Bess English* - August 2021
- Blisse Hatcher* - October 2021

CHECK OUT OUR NEW:
, Interactive,

!

Confess your  trespasses to one another , and pray for  one 
another , that you may be healed. The effective, fervent 

prayer  of a r ighteous man avai ls much. (James 5:16)

Lesson #11



SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, MAY 30

ELDERS
Rick  Bird ................................. 994-3148 
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com 
John Pace ................................. 736-2521 
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com 
Joe Wilson .............................. 206-8350 
................................jaw@whsbf-law.com

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 

Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell 

Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis* 

Education ............................. Chris Davis* 

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin 

Finance .............................. Phillip Webb* 

Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 

OWLS .......................................................

Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 

Lads to Leaders ................. David English 

Missions ................................ Mike Scott*  

Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin* 

Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden  

Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is 

Thursday, by noon.
BENEVOLENCE

OWLS

EDUCATION
- Adult and Children Bible classes 

available on Sundays @ 9 AM and 
Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM. 

- Willing to teach? See Chris Davis!

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the 

Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- If you are having difficulties hearing 
the sermon, we have wireless 
"LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire.

- If you are wanting correspondance 
courses, or would like to get 
involved, please see Diane Brazell!

<WiFi Password posted in Foyer>

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradlin ...... Evangelist /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Blisse Hatcher  ............. Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  ......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com 
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 423-356-0977
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com

MORNING
Opening Prayer ....................... John Pace 
Song Director .................. Troy Spradlin 
Sermon ............................ Casey Bearden
 .................................. "The Bigger Picture"
Scripture Reading ................. Joe Taylor 
........................................... John 15:12-17
Serving Communion:
Comments .............................. Doug Lee 
Eli Whitney  ........................ Greg Lewis 
Blake Hatcher ........... Roger Tonnesson   
Eli Whitney .......................... Joe Taylor
Brody Crider .................... Elliot Wilson 
Closing Prayer ......................... Jeff Scott 

EVENING    
Opening Prayer ........................................   
Song Director ...........................................  
Scripture Reading .................................... 
....................................................................
Lesson ....................................................... 
Comments ................................................

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building ............... Blake Hatcher 
Communion Prep ...... D.English Family 
PowerPoint .......................... Lori Mense

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director .................... Brody Crider 
Opening Prayer ......... Roger Tonnesson 
Bible Class ................... Richard McCool
F. Hall Bible Class  ......... Casey Bearden

WEEKLY REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 136
AM Worship ..................................... 167 
PM Worship ...................................... 121 
Wed. Night Bible Class ......................110
Contribution .............................. $10,574

ELDER CONTACT FOR MAY:
Primary ................................. Joe Wilson 
Secondary ................................. Rick Bird
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