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W elcom e! W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!

Su n day -  Ju n e 13, 20 21

"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

The "Backslider"
by Troy Spradlin

    Jesus Christ instructed His disciples, "Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life." (Revelation 2:10) The 
implication is that one must make an effort to remain in the faith and there is a possibility of not remaining faithful. 
If one departs from the faith, it is known as "falling away" (Hebrews 6:6), or returning to worldly ways (2 Peter 2:15). 
This behavior has other names, such as, apostatizing, forsaking, reverting, or backsliding. It is a turning away from 
God after one had come to Him, through His Son, and became a Christian. It is also a term that is frequently used to 
describe those members of the church who have "forsaken the assembly" of the saints (Hebrews 10:25), have "left 
their first love" (Revelation 2:4), or have "loved this present world" (2 Timothy 4:10). 

    In the Old Testament, God described Israel as one who, "slideth back as a backsliding 
heifer," (Hosea 4:16). In that context, it is a word that means "rebellious or stubborn." 
That's rather illustrious imagery! Imagine a cow refusing to be lead and even pulls 
backward when being coaxed. Their larger size and weight adds to their resistance, 
making it even more difficult to get them to budge. Hosea himself, went on to say, 
"My people are bent on backsliding from Me. Though they call to the Most High, None at all 
exalt Him," (11:7). Here, the word means "turning away, turning back, apostasy." The 
prophet Jeremiah also used the word to describe his fellow countrymen, "Because their 
transgressions are many; Their backslidings have increased," (Jeremiah 5:6).

    Backsliding is not a new problem. It is an old trusty tool of the devil! It is one of his weapons used to entice the  
Lord's disciples away from Him and to forsake Him. Thus, backsliding is a heart problem. If a disciple allows 
themselves to go astray, lapse into apathy, or regress, then they have allowed Satan to gain control of their heart.

How to Identi fy a Backsl ider

1. A backslider is one who neglects to read his/her Bible. It may have previously had a vital place in their life, 
but now the source of his spiritual nourishment is neglected. The backslider often uses the excuse, "I'm just 
too busy." 

2. A backslider is one who ceases to pray. Prayer may have once had a vital and mighty force in their life, but 
now God is no longer sought out for wisdom, guidance, or forgiveness. Since God is ignored by not praying, 
He gradually seems farther and farther away. 

3. A backslider is one who criticize others. Needing some justification for his/ her actions (or lack of thereof) 
he/ she tries to ease their conscience by seeking out and magnifying the faults of others. A backslider quickly 
finds fault with the preacher and the elders, or as they often put it, ?the ones who run the church.? 

4. A backslider is one who gives less and speaks out about how the church is ?wasting money.? If he/ she does 
not happen to agree with how the elders are using the money of the church, they rebel by not giving as 
liberally as they knows they should. 

5. A backslider is one who becomes increasingly irregular in attendance. Their heart is now more in the world. 
No longer does the worship of God or communion with the saints have any real meaning or value. 

    A final word - we often look at a list like this and think about others who might fit these descriptions. However, 
we should all examine our own hearts to see if, perhaps, we have become a backslider - in one or many of these areas. 
If we have, then let us repent and return to the Lord God (1 John 1:9) so we might receive the blessing He promised 
all along, "I will heal their backsliding, I will love them freely, For My anger has turned away ..." (Hosea 14:4).



YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS

7 Way To Slow  Down Social Media Use - Par t  1

YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

by Casey Bearden
    Over the last few years, the Family Minister's section has featured a couple of different articles dealing with 
issues or questions parents may be facing with their teens. Since this is a space designed to help & encourage 
families, that trend will continue for the next few weeks, which will include some of those articles from the past 
few years, as they help serve as a healthy reminder of the issues we continually face in raising our children. 

Although the last couple of articles dealt with the determining factors of allowing social media access to teens, 
this article gives alternative ideas of how to limit access if one already has it or wants to use it. It is written by a 
parent, who has a PhD in this field, so the contents are her findings and opinions. Again, this is not an article 
insisting parents should conform to the same mindset, but rather an avenue to provide helpful tips to those who 
are dealing with teen social media use.  So, here is the first segment of a two week article addressing teen social 
media use and how parents can effectively limit their exposure, and assist them in finding other ways to 
communicate. I pray it motivates us in helping one another better assist our kids in this difficult phase of life. 
Blessings!      ~CB

1.Delay access. The longer parents delay access, the more time a child will have to mature so that he or she can 
use technology more wisely as a young adult. Delaying access also places a greater importance on developing 
personal authentic relationships first.

2.Follow their accounts. Social media privacy is a lie: Nothing is private in the digital world, and so it should not 
be private to parents. Make sure privacy settings are in place but know that those settings can give you a false 
sense of security. Encourage your teen to have private conversations in person or via a verbal phone call.

3.Create family accounts. Create family accounts instead of individual teen accounts. This allows kids to keep up 
with friends in a safer social media environment.

4.Allow social media only on large screens. Allow your teens to only use their social media accounts on home 
computers or laptops in plain view, this way they will use it less. When it is used on a small private phone 
screen they can put in their pocket there are more potential problems with reckless use. The more secret the 
access, the more potential for bad choices.

*Article from psychologytoday.com - Why Social Media Isn't Smart For Middle School Kids, 2018*

- Teen Week  @ GCBC begins TODAY! Bus will 
leave immediately after AM services.

- "Love Your  Neighbor " (GO) Days: Monday's - 
June 21, June 28 & July 12 (9:30 - 6:30; see document 
on YG /  Parent text thread for details)

- Mystery Tr ip: July 16 - 21 (more details to come; 
final prep meeting on July 11; initial meeting notes can 
be picked up from Casey)



CO N GREGAT IO N A L  PRAYER L I ST
Special   

- Joe Bartell* - recovery /  rehab
- Melissa Barker - cancer free! (Bingham*)
- Baxley* family - loss of Pat
- Joey Cook* family - loss of Joey
- Donna Dudley-health/prayers (S.Davis*)
- Bobbie Garcia* - broke hip, recovery
- Caitlyn Frizzell* - new sister in Christ!
- Stephen Fulton* -hand surgery, recovery
- Barbara Helms*-fractured back, anemic
- Billy Helms* - recovery, health
- Amya Huey* - new sister in Christ!
- Shantavia Hunt - tests results (Jeanna*)
- Bob Locklin* - upcoming surgery
- Jo Locklin* - struggles, health
- Cindy Marotta -paralyzed (Nunes)
- Peter Machon - test, tumor (Torpey*)
- Patterson/Pace family - loss of Dwight 
- Karen Parker- recovery (Spradlin*)
- Ray/Estain family* - health, virus
- Rebecca Shanahan* - immigration issues
- Lewie Joe Smith - recovery (J.English*) 
- Kenneth Warhurst - critical (Burnham*)
- Leon White-heart attack (Longmire*)
- Sharon Webb-rehab (P.Webb's mom)

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 
- Bobbie Garcia* - Pruitt House
- Larry McDaniel* - SR Heath & Rehab
- Beverly Mann* - Silvercrest HR  
- Linda Mann* - Shut In 
- Ina Ruth Miller* - Shut In
- Ruth Phillips*-  Shut In
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Troy Vonada* - Berryhill Manor

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- The church in Paraguay

- Eliezer Perez, San Lorenzo IDC
- ECS, GCBC and NWFSBS 

  

                                                                                              

Other  Requests /  Heal th Issues 
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- Joan Addison - spot on lung (Brazell*)
- Louis Bond - (former member)
- Gale and John Broadfoot*
- Allen & Diana Brazell* 
- Winston Burnham*
- Chapman Family*
- Richard & Laura Elliot-(S.Lee* parents)
- Harrison Freeman* - health concerns
- Dixie Gorham - former member
- Zeb Hamilton* - health 
- Margaret Hamm - rehab (Pace*)
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Bill Kindred- health (cousin, M.Todd) 
- Doug & Sarah Lee* - prayers requested
- Betty Lee - health (Doug Lee's mom*)
- Chiara Lee -surg. postponed (DiL Lee*) 
- Edna Lewis -heath issues (Greg's mom)
- John and Barbara Pace* - pain, recovery
- Ruth Phillips*
- Jim Pitts*- health
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Kara Ritchie-blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Mary Salinas* 
- Joanne Sanders- (McGriff*)
- Kevin Shanahan - improving, recovery
- Rachel Sullins - struggles /  pain (Blisse)
- Laurie Taylor* - health
- Julia Torpey* - health
- Troy Vonada*  
- Ruth Williams* 
-  Jan Whitney*

Students in Col lege
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Seth Crider
- Stephen English
- Kyle Harter
- Emily Lipford
- Jack Webb
- Nick Webb

Cancer  
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Teri Carr - (Madeline)
- Sandi Coppedge - (J.English*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - prostrate (McGriff*)
- Jennifer June*
- Marie and  Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Monica Parker - (Andrea S.* sister)
- Brian Riley - (English's* friend)
- Shane Reeves - (Bozeman*)
- Darlene Salter - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Sharee Patrick - (J.English* sister)
- Bailey Worrell - brain tumor (Blisse*)
- David Walther - brain (English*)
- Debra White - (Singley*) 
- Rosemary Wilson-breast (Joe's* mom)

Mil i tary
- Andrew Atchley - Ellsworth AFB
- Nick Bartell - Misawa Air Base, Japan
- John Bartell - Coronado, California
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer England - Corpus Christi, TX
- Spencer Gable-New London,Groton,CT
- Javonte' Ganzy - Little Rock (Torpey*)
- Drayton Hale - Lemoore, CA
- Amya Huey* - Chicago
- Ni Mack - Missouri
- Jimmy Pitts - Washington DC
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND

Expecting Mothers
- Bess English* - August 2021
- Blisse Hatcher* - October 2021

CHECK OUT OUR NEW:
, Interactive,

!Lesson #11



SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, JUNE 13

ELDERS
Rick  Bird ................................. 994-3148 
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com 
John Pace ................................. 736-2521 
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com 
Joe Wilson .............................. 206-8350 
................................jaw@whsbf-law.com

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 

Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell 

Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis* 

Education ............................. Chris Davis* 

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin 

Finance .............................. Phillip Webb* 

Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 

OWLS .......................................................

Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 

Lads to Leaders ................. David English 

Missions ................................ Mike Scott*  

Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin* 

Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden  

Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is 

Thursday, by noon.
BENEVOLENCE

OWLS

EDUCATION
- Adult and Children Bible classes 

available on Sundays @ 9 AM and 
Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM. 

- Willing to teach? See Chris Davis!

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the 

Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- If you are having difficulties hearing 
the sermon, we have wireless 
"LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire.

- If you are wanting correspondance 
courses, or would like to get 
involved, please see Diane Brazell!

<WiFi Password posted in Foyer>

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradlin ...... Evangelist /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Blisse Hatcher  ............. Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  ......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com 
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 423-356-0977
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com

MORNING
Opening Prayer ...................... Rick Bird 
Song Director ....................... Mike Scott 
Sermon ............................ Troy Spradlin 
........................... "Conform or Transform? "
Scripture Reading .......... Casey Bearden 
......................................... Romans 12:1-5

Serving Communion:
Comments ........................... Pete Pierce 
Brett Napier  ......................... Pat Mense 
Blake Hatcher ...................... Greg Lewis     
............................................. Jackson Lash
Closing Prayer .................. Jak Gallagher 

EVENING    
Opening Prayer .................. Greg Lewis 
Song Director ................. Blake Hatcher 
Scripture Reading ...... Richard McCool 
...........................................  Daniel 1:1-8
Lesson ............................. Troy Spradlin 
Comments .............................. Rick Bird

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building ........... Dennis Maduell 
Communion Prep ....... M. Scott Family 
PowerPoint ................... Brooks Singley

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director ............ Mason Chandler 
Opening Prayer .............. David English 
Bible Class ..................... Summer Series 
.............................................. David West

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................. 97
AM Worship .................................... 163 
PM Worship ...................................... 83
Wed. Night Bible Class .................... 115 
Contribution ................................ $8,265
Special Contribution 5/31 ........ $16,873

ELDER CONTACT FOR JUNE:
Primary .................................... Rick Bird 
Secondary .................................Doug Lee
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