"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

W el co m e! W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!
Su n d ay - Ju l y 25, 20 21

Blood an d Wat er Cam e Ou t
by Troy Spradlin
W hen Jesus sacrificed His life upon the cross for us, He experienced a cruel and brutal death at the hands of an evil
and depraved people. Having been mocked and severely scourged, almost to the point of dying (Matt 27:26-31), He
was then forced to bear the weight of the instrument of death that would be used to terminate His life (John 19:17).
Lacking strength to complete the laborious journey, a stranger was compelled to help Him reach the place of
execution, where He was then callously nailed to the cross and lifted off the ground (Mark 15:21-25). For six hours
Jesus suffered severe trauma, bleeding profusely from His wounds, and struggling to breath under the weight of His
own body with arms outstretched. Around three o'clock in the afternoon, Luke records that Jesus cried out with a
loud voice and said, "Father, 'Intoyour handsI commit my spirit.' Having said this, Hebreathed Hislast," (22:46).
Jewish customs at the time dictated that "bodies should not remain on the cross on the
Sabbath" (John 19:31). Therefore, soldiers were sent out to break the legs of the
condemned, so they would be unable to lift themselves up to breath, which would
then cause them to suffocate and die. "But when they came to Jesus and saw that He was
already dead, they did not break His legs. But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a
spear, and immediately blood and water came out," (John 19:33-34). W hy did blood and
w ater come out? Is there a specific reason for mentioning such an event?
Indeed! There is significant importance to this passage for multiple reasons. First, John's account of the Gospel
emphasizes Christ as the Son of God. One of the ways of exhibiting His Messiahship was to provide evidence of
prophecy being fulfilled. In that specific moment, two specific prophecies came to fruition: one from Psalm 34:20,
that says none of His bones would be broken; and another from Zechariah 12:10, which states, "they will look on Me
whom they pierced." Jesus had absolutely no control over the fulfillment of these prophecies, yet that soldier
unknowingly became an instrument of God's power in His plan of redemption, which brought glory to His Son.
Secondly, there is a miraculous element present in this event. W hile many medical experts and even several
theologians have surmised that the water and blood coming out of Jesus's side were a result of hypovolemic shock
- which causes a gathering of fluid in the membrane around the heart, known as pericardial effusion - the truth is,
we should never read more into Scripture than what is written (1 Cor 4:6). I like what Coffman writes, "... blood
serum is not water; and there is also the time factor, there having been insufficient time for such a separation to have
taken place." He also points out, "the separation of the blood into its constituent parts is a process of corruption. The
Father did not permit the Holy One to see corruption (Psalms 16:10)." John certainly had no interest in any
explanation by medical autopsy, but rather, mentions this aspect of Jesus' death simply to prove that He didn't
swoon, or just pass out, as some false teachers were advocating at the time (and since then). The water and blood are
later emphasized in a subsequent letter, "This is He w ho came by w ater and bl ood? Jesus Christ; not only by
water, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who bears witness, because the Spirit is truth," (1 John 5:6).
Thirdly, and most important, there is a faith element present here. Typified from what came from the side of
Jesus, we can infer several Christian principles born from the event, such as, us being purchased and justified by His
blood (Rom 5:9; Acts 20:28) and that we must enter the kingdom through His "blood" by water baptism (John 3:5;
Acts 2:37-38,47; Rom 6:1-4). We also see further prophecy fulfilled by this passage in what the Psalmist wrote, "I am
poured out like water, ..." (Psalm 22:14) as a reference to the observance of the Lord's Supper. We might further make
the connection that, in a sense, the church itself came from Jesus' side. Since the guilt and sin of mankind came out
of the side of the "First Adam" (through the woman), salvation has come to us out of the side of the "Last Adam"
(Jesus Christ - cf. 1 Cor 15:45-46). Therefore, the blood and water mentioned in John 19:30 carries many
implications, mainly because, "thesearewritten that you may believethat JesusistheChrist, theSon of God," (John 20:31).
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Wh y Don't We " Con f ess" t o On e An ot h er ?
by Chuck Webster
I don?t know why we ignore this verse, but I?m pretty sure we do, or at least we skip over the plain sense of
it.Therefore, confessyour sinstooneanother and pray for oneanother, that you may behealed (James 5:16).W hen?s the last
time you did that?W hen?s the last time you got your sin laundry list out, sat down with a Christian friend, and
confessed the many ways you?re struggling in your relationship with Jesus?
?Okay, let?ssee, well first I probably need toconfessthesin of greed and covetousness, becauseI alwaysfeel likeI?vegot to
havethelatest styleof clothing or a new pieceof technology. I could beusing that money tofeed someonewho?shungry.
?And I looked at another person Tuesday and thought lustful thoughts. On Wednesday I listened tosomegossip that was
making theroundsat work. I shouted at my kidsyesterday, and I?m having marriageconflict that?srooted mostly in my
selfishness.?
I wrote that I don?t know why we don?t do this, but I think Idoknow. We avoid it because it makes us feel
uncomfortable. We?re embarrassed. Nobody?s got this much sin but me. If I start confessing all this stuff, I?ll be
getting sideways glances at church for the rest of my life. The church?s rumor mill will be on overdrive.
The closest we get to doing anything like this is in what we call the ?invitation song.?The preacher asks those
who might have prayer requests to come to the front of the auditorium during the song after the sermon, and they
can submit their requests. But that?s a far cry from what James writes here. Our way of doing it is very impersonal,
and it lends itself to generic, ?I?ve sinned and need forgiveness?kinds of prayers. There?s nothing wrong with those
in their place, but James is pointing us to something way more personal, and much more powerful.
If we started doing this like we should, I?m guessing there?d be a huge sigh of relief in our churches. ?You mean
you struggle with that too?I thought I was the only one.?I?m guessing we?d be amazed at how liberating it is to live
and worship in a church environment where we don?t have to pretend every Sunday that we?ve got it all figured
out. Too often we?ve got our church clothes on, our Sunday smiles on, and our religious airs on. We?re all pretty
much perfect. Except we?re not. That?s just a ridiculous façade we put on to impress other people and keep them
from seeing the real us.
I wish we?d start obeying James. I wish we could confess our sins to one another in small group settings and
enjoy the freeing experience of recognizing that we?re all in this together, and we?ve all got sin problems. If we did,
I think we?d see the church?s becoming more of the close-knit, hand-in-hand, on-our-way-to-heaven-together kind
of community of believers.

YO U T H & FA M I L Y M I N I ST RY
YG INFO & UPCOMING EVENTS
- Youth Day @Centur y: Friday, July 30 (1 - 5 pm)
- Thr ow back SNAC: Sunday, August 1 (2 - 5 pm
@Weber's Skate W orld; more details to come)
- Par ent Meeting: Sunday, August 1 (5 pm in the
Teen Room)
- W ahoos Game: Saturday, August 21 (6 pm; sign
up & pay $15 by August 8th)

C O N GREGAT I O N A L PRAYER L I ST
Special
Other Requests / Heal th Issues
- Baxley* family - loss of Pat
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- Joey Cook* family - loss of Joey
- Joan Addison - spot on lung (Brazell*)
- Katie Chapman* - recovery, health
- Allen & Diana Brazell*
- Donna Dudley-health/ prayers (S.Davis*) - W inston Burnham*
- Bobbie Garcia* - seizure, recovery
- Chapman Family*
- Barbara Helms*-fractured back, anemic - Richard & Laura Elliot-(S.Lee* parents)
- Billy Helms* - recovery, health
- Harrison Freeman* - health concerns
- Shantavia Hunt-tests results 7/ 12
- Dixie Gorham - former member
- Chiara Lee -surg/ recovery (DiL Lee*)
- Zeb Hamilton* - health
- Bob Locklin* - recovery, doing well
- Margaret Hamm - rehab (Pace*)
- Yvonne Loomis-loss dad/ spouse (Nunes) - Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Cindy Marotta - paralyzed (Nunes*)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Mary McGriff*-heart/ at home recovery - Bill Kindred- health (cousin, M.Todd)
- Patterson/ Pace family - loss of Dwight
- Doug & Sarah Lee* - prayers requested
- Peery family - loss of daughter, Hattie
- Betty Lee - health (Doug Lee's mom*)
- Renee Ray* - torn tendon/ surgery soon - Edna Lewis -heath issues (Greg's mom)
- Ted Russell* - recovery, doing well
- Jo Locklin* - struggles, health
- Rebecca Shanahan* - immigration issues - John and Barbara Pace* - pain, recovery
- Lewie Joe Smith - recovery (J.English*)
- Ruth Phillips*
- Zyler Thompson - recovery
- Jim Pitts*- health
- Kenneth W arhurst - critical (Burnham*) - Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Gloria Vonada - health, strokes
- Kara Ritchie-blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Leon W hite - surgery soon (Longmire*) - Mary Salinas*
- Sharon Webb - rehab (P.Webb's mom)
- Joanne Sanders- (McGriff*)
- Kevin Shanahan - improving, recovery
Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- Rachel Sullins - struggles / pain (Blisse)
- Bobbie Garcia* - Sandy Ridge Rehad
- Laurie Taylor* - health
- Larry McDaniel* - SR Heath & Rehab
- Julia Torpey* - health
- Beverly Mann* - Silvercrest HR
- Troy Vonada*
- Linda Mann* - Shut In
- Ruth W illiams*
- Ina Ruth Miller* - Shut In
- Jan W hitney*
- Ruth Phillips*- Shut In
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
Students in Col l ege
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Haley Bartell
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Hannah Brown
- Troy Vonada* - Berryhill Manor
- Seth Crider
- Stephen English
Mission W or k s
- Caitlyn Frizzell
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Kyle Harter
- The church in Paraguay
- Emily Lipford
- Eliezer Perez, San Lorenzo IDC
- Jack Webb
- ECS, GCBC and NW FSBS
- Nick Webb

Cancer
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Teri Carr - (Madeline's* daughter)
- Sandi Coppedge - (J.English*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - prostrate (McGriff*)
- Jennifer June*
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
- Marie and Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Brian Riley - (English's* friend)
- Shane Reeves - (Bozeman*)
- Darlene Salter - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Landyn Strickland - (Freeman*)
- Sharee Patrick - (J.English* sister)
- Bailey W orrell - brain tumor (Blisse*)
- David W alther - brain (English*)
- Debra W hite - (Singley*)
- Rosemary W ilson-breast (Joe's* mom)
Mil itar y
- Nick Bartell - Misawa Air Base, Japan
- John Bartell - Coronado, California
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer Gable-New London,Groton,CT
- Javonte' Ganzy - Little Rock (Torpey*)
- Drayton Hale - Lemoore, CA
- Amya Huey* - Chicago
- Ni Mack - Missouri
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND
Expecting Mother s
- Bess English* - August 2021
- Emily Smith - August 2021
- Blisse Hatcher* - October 2021

Ton igh t !
@ 6:00 pm

#11
Lesson

CHECK OUT OUR NEW:
, Interactive,

!

SERVING W ITH
HONOR
SUNDAY, JULY 25
MORNING
Opening Prayer .................... Joe W ilson
Song Director ................. Casey Bearden
Sermon .......................... Scott Shanahan
............................. Principlesof Evangelism
Scripture Reading ...... Darrell Bozeman
............................................. I Peter 3:1-6
Serving Communion:
Comments ................... Mason Chandler
Jim Loftin ................................ Jeff Scott
Pat Mense ........................... Buzz Turner
............................................. Brody Crider
Closing Prayer ................. David English
EVENING
Opening Prayer ............... David English
Song Director ....................... Mike Scott
Scripture Reading .............. Steve Fulton
.............................................. Amos 9:1-10
Lesson ............................... Troy Spradlin
Comments ................... Mason Chandler

Vi si t or s:

STAFF

Tr oy Spr adl in ...... Evangelist / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
You ar e ou r h on or ed gu est !
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
For more information about the church,
Casey Bear den .............. Family Minister
spiritual topics, our classes, and activities,
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
there is a tract rack at the entrance of the
........................... caseybearden@live.com
auditorium for your convenience.
Bl isse Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
Or, ask any member for assistance.
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
Please take a moment to fill out a
......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com
visitors card, or sign our guest book
so that we might have a record of
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary
your attendance. Thank you!
.................................... cell: 865-443-9856
.................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
MINISTRY

Th an k y ou f or com i n g!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is
Thursday, by noon.
BENEVOLENCE

OWLS

ELDERS
Rick Bir d ................................. 994-3148
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
John Pace ................................. 736-2521
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com
Joe W il son .............................. 206-8350
................................jaw@whsbf-law.com

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

W orship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building.................... Larry Coen
Communion Prep .......... Louise English
PowerPoint .......................... Larry Coen

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director ................... Brody Crider
EDUCATION
Opening Prayer ................. Rick Martin - Adult and Children Bible classes
available on Sundays @9 AM and
Bible Class ..................... Summer Series
Wednesdays @6:30 PM.
........Josh Holloway - Jay Church of Christ
- W illing to teach?See Chris Davis!

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin

WEEKLY ATTENDANCEREPORT:
WORSHIP
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 134 - Service Rosters are available on the
Welcome Desk and Margaret Street
AM W orship ..................................... 167
website (listed under "Archives")
PM W orship ....................................... 96
- If you are having difficulties hearing
Wed. Night Bible Class .................... ..94
the sermon, we have wireless
Contribution ................................ $8,875
"LISTEN" devices available in the
foyer, located in the Armoire.
If you are wanting correspondance
ELDER CONTACT FOR JULY:
courses, or would like to get
Primary .................................... Doug Lee
involved, please see Diane Brazell!
Secondary ................................ John Pace
<W iFi Passw or d posted in Foyer >

Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell
Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis*
Education ............................. Chris Davis*
Finance .............................. Phillip Webb*
Fellowship ............................... Jeff Scott*
OW LS ............................. Stephen Fulton
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders ................. David English
Missions ................................ Mike Scott*
Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin*
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

TIMESOF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

