
6745 Margaret  St reet  /  m argarst @bellsout h.net  /  850.623.8191
www.m argaret st reet churchofchr ist .org

W elcom e! W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!

Su n day -  O ctober  3, 20 21

"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

Being a Light  in a Dark  Wor ld
by Troy Spradlin

    The disciples of Jesus Christ are described in a multitude of ways throughout the New Testament by using different analogies 
and metaphors. Some include the terms, "sheep," "little children," and "saints." The purpose is to help us better understand how 
a Christian should live. Perhaps, one of the most descriptive metaphors is the term, "light." For example, in Matthew 5:14-16, 
Jesus said "You are the light of the world. ... Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your 
Father in heaven." Paul also wrote, "that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked 
and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world," (Philippians 2:15). This is such a beautiful illustration, but 
what does that mean, exactly? How can we put being a light into practice in our own lives? How and why does it exalt Christ?

    To better understand the metaphor, we need to step back in time to the first century 
AD, when the world was a much different place without the widespread use of electricity 
and other modern amenities. Back then, there was no escaping the obscuring darkness as 
it rolled across the landscape each day. Beyond the moonlight and stars, fire was the only 
source of light, which often came in the form of torches, lamps, and candles. Of these, 
the most common was the portable oil lamp, fabricated from clay, metal, or stone to hold 
a small amount of olive or seed oil and a wick, which could then be lit. The device could 
provide light for many hours and was the primary source of illumination for most 
ancient households. This helps explain the need for oil and trimming of wicks in the Parable of the Ten Virgins (Matthew 
25:1-13). It should also be more understandable that even a small lantern could be seen from quite a distance in such a dark 
environment. That is why Jesus added, "A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, 
but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house." Those little lanterns could penetrate the darkest of nights!

    With that in mind, I remember an experience I once had on a spelunking trip into the Natural Bridge Caverns just outside of 
San Antonio, Texas. Deep within the earth, our exploration party came upon a large room where everyone stopped, sat down, 
and turned off their headlamps. The darkness was so intense and obscure, it quickly became rather painful. The sounds of 
murmuring and shuffling feet indicated a sense of heightened anxiety and uneasiness had overcome the group. After a few 
minutes, our guide simply touched his small, led watch ... and it was quite shocking how it lit up the entire room! It was almost 
as if he had fired up a flaming torch! It proved that even with the tiniest amount of light, we were all able to see each other and 
it provided an immediate sense of calm. To me, it illustrated the incredible power of light. That is what Jesus and Paul mean 
about being light; it can illuminate the obscurity, exposing truth, and bringing a sense of security to those who receive it.

     When we carefully observe the world around us, it can quickly become overwhelmingly painful to see the prevalence of evil. 
Evil is equated with darkness in the Scriptures (John 1:5, 3:19; Act 26:18; 1 John 2:11). Such darkness is described as bringing 
anxiety, suffering, and blindness (Matthew 25:30; Romans 2:19; Revelation 16:10). It also says, "God is light and in Him is no 
darkness at all," (1 John 1:5). So, if we are God's children, through faith in Christ Jesus and obedience to His commands, then we 
reflect His light into this dark world. In a sense, there is both reflection and refraction of His light, meaning that if we are its 
carriers, then we are the delivering agents of light. Thus, when the light reaches others, it can be traced back to God, where it 
originated, bringing all the glory back to Him. Similar to the moon, which has no source of light within itself, it simply reflects 
the light of the sun, the original source of light. The sun is recognized as the light giver instead of the moon. When we reflect 
the light of the Son upon others, it is God's light that is shining, not ours, which brings honor and distinction to Him.

       We become lights of the world, when we openly demonstrate to others our faith in God. When we manifest the "fruit of 
the Spirit" in our lives (Galatians 5:22-23), or "make our call and election sure" (2 Peter 1:5-10), and "cast off the works of darkness, 
and put on the armor of [God] light" (Romans 13:12; Ephesians 6:10-20), then we have become shining lights unto the world. The 
metaphor is provided to illustrate the type of life we should live as a Christian. How else will the world come to know the truth 
if it can't see the light that is within us? So, let your light shine! Live your life in a way that brings glory and honor to God!  



YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

Don't  Forget  t o Sm ile
by Carol Hall and Kermit the Frog

A SMILE?S AS QUIET AS A BREATH OF AIR. IT SAYS HELLO, I?M HERE... YOU?RE THERE. IF YOU?RE FEELING 
FRIENDLY THEN A FRIEND I?LL BE, A SMILE CONNECTS US, YOU AND ME.

A SMILE?S AS SIMPLE AS A MOON IN SPACE. IT FILLS A ROOM, IT LIGHTS A FACE. IT?S A KIND OF MESSAGE 
ANYONE CAN SEND A SMILE CONNECTS US, FRIEND TO FRIEND.

THIS PLANET SOMETIMES SEEMS A LONELY WORLD AS WE GO TRAVELING TO FIND THE THINGS WE 
SEEK. TRY TO REMEMBER IT?S OUR ONLY WORLD, AND A SMILE CAN BE THE LANGUAGE ANYONE CAN 
LEARN TO SPEAK.

A SMILE IS STRONGER THAN A BRIDGE OF STEEL. IT SAYS THE KINDLY THINGS WE FEEL. AND IT?S EASY 
GIVEN AND THE GIFT IS FREE. A SMILE CONNECTS US, YOU AND ME. IT CONNECTS US, EVERYBODY

Other  Events & Info
- Dinner  & Devo: Wednesday, October 6

- 5 pm in the Fellowship Hall; Bring a friend
- MHS Homecoming Game: Friday, October 8

- Come support Reed Wilson as she will be a 
representative on Homecoming Court.

- Parent Meeting: Sunday, October 10
- 5 pm in the Teen Room

- Trunk -r -Treat Workday & Tai lgating SNAC: 
Saturday, October 23 (More details to come)



CO N GREGAT IO N A L  PRAYER L I ST

CHECK OUT OUR NEW:

!Lesson #11

Special   
- Coffield family-loss of father (Bozeman*)
- Jack and Sherry Davis* - recovering C19
- Donna Dudley-health/prayers (S.Davis*)
- Marvin Dumes passing-B.Pace's*brother
- Madeline Farley*- surgery, recover
- Paul Fulton family - passing
- Barbara Helms*-fractured back, anemic
- Helms' family* - loss of Billy
- Jayda Hollis -surgery/ recover (McGriff*)
- Nia King - C19 (Pace*)
- Cletus Leverette - coronary artery/hosp.
- Yvonne Loomis-loss dad/ spouse (Nunes)
- Cindy Marotta - paralyzed (Nunes*)
- Ashley Ray* - recovering from C19
- Walter Reap*family - passing of Walter
- Ted Russell* -  valve replacement 
- Mike Scott* - ablation on heart, recovery
- Greg Smith* and family - loss of mom
- Troy Spradlin* - kidney procedure
- Chip Underwood - baptism
- Kenneth Warhurst - critical (Burnham*)
- Gloria Vonada* - health, strokes
- Leon White - surgery soon (Longmire*)
- James Wilson - C19, Baptist hosp. 
- Sharon Webb - rehab (P.Webb's mom)

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 
- Bobbie Garcia* - Sandy Ridge Rehab
- Larry McDaniel* - SR Heath & Rehab
- Beverly Mann* - Silvercrest HR  
- Linda Mann* - Shut In 
- Ina Ruth Miller* - Shut In
- Ruth Phillips*-  Shut In
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Troy Vonada* - Berryhill Manor

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Eliezer Perez - San Lorenzo, Paraguay
- Trevor Smoot - Domestic Missions
- ECS, GCBC and NWFSBS                                                          

Other  Requests /  Heal th Issues 
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- Joan Addison - spot on lung (Brazell*)
- Allen & Diana Brazell* 
- Winston Burnham*
- Katie Chapman and family*
- Richard & Laura Elliot-(S.Lee* parents)
- Harrison Freeman* - health concerns
- Bobbie Garcia* - seizure, recovery
- Dixie Gorham - former member
- Zeb Hamilton* - health 
- Margaret Hamm - rehab (Pace*)
- Shantavia Hunt- prayers (English*) 
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Bill Kindred- health (cousin, M.Todd) 
- Doug & Sarah Lee* - prayers requested
- Betty Lee - health (Doug Lee's mom*)
- Edna Lewis -heath issues (Greg's mom)
- Mary McGriff*-health/ struggles
- John and Barbara Pace* - pain, recovery
- Ruth Phillips*
- Jim Pitts*- health
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Renee Ray* - torn tendon/surgery soon
- Kara Ritchie-blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Mary Salinas* 
- Kevin Shanahan - improving, recovery
- Lewie Joe Smith - recovery (J.English*)
- Rachel Sullins - struggles /  pain (Blisse)
- Laurie Taylor* - health
- Paula Turner*
- Julia Torpey* - health
- Troy Vonada*  
- Ruth Williams* 
- Ira and Joyce Weaver- future surgeries
- Jan Whitney*

Students in Col lege
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Seth Crider
- Stephen English
- Caitlyn Frizzell
- Kyle Harter
- Jackson Lash
- Jack Webb
- Nick Webb

Cancer  
- Justin Barnhart - former member 
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Teri Carr - 11/17, surgery (Madeline's*)
- Carson Caris - mass/prayers (Jeanna*)
- Sandi Coppedge - (J.English*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - prostrate (McGriff*)
- Jennifer June*
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
- Marie and  Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Brian Riley - (English's* friend)
- Shane Reeves - (Bozeman*)
- Darlene Salter - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Landyn Strickland - (Freeman*)
- Sharee Patrick - (J.English* sister)
- Bailey Worrell - brain tumor (Blisse*)
- David Walther - brain (English*)
- Debra White - (Singley*) 
- Rosemary Wilson-breast (Joe's* mom)

Mil i tary
- Nick Bartell - Misawa Air Base, Japan
- John Bartell - Coronado, California
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer Gable-New London,Groton,CT
- Javonte' Ganzy - Little Rock (Torpey*)
- Drayton Hale - Lemoore, CA
- Amya Huey* - Chicago
- Ni Mack - Missouri
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND

Expecting Mothers
- Blisse Hatcher* - October 2021

Phil l ip Webb's house



SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3

ELDERS
Rick  Bird ................................. 994-3148 
............................ bird1plus3@icloud.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com 
John Pace ................................. 736-2521 
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com 
Joe Wilson .............................. 206-8350 
................................jaw@whsbf-law.com

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 

Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell 

Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis* 

Education ............................. Chris Davis* 

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin 

Finance .............................. Phillip Webb* 

Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 

OWLS ............................. Stephen Fulton 

Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 

Lads to Leaders ................. David English 

Missions ................................ Mike Scott*  

Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin* 

Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden  

Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is 

Thursday, by noon.
BENEVOLENCE

OWLS

EDUCATION
- Adult and Children Bible classes 

available on Sundays @ 9 AM and 
Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM. 

- Willing to teach? See Chris Davis!

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the 

Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- If you are having difficulties hearing 
the sermon, we have wireless 
"LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire.

- If you are wanting correspondence 
courses, or would like to get 
involved, please see Diane Brazell!

<WiFi Password posted in Foyer>

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradl in ...... Evangelist /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Bl isse Hatcher  ............. Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  ......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com 
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 865-443-9856
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com

MORNING

Opening Prayer ................. Phillip Webb 
Song Director ..................... Paul Lipford 
Sermon ....... Guest Speaker: Brad Green 
......................... "Making Sense of Sacrifice" 
Scripture Reading ............. Elliot Wilson 
................................... Philippians 2:12-18

Serving Communion:
Comments ....................... Casey Bearden 
David English ................. Jake Newcomb  
Chris Davis ............................... Jeff Scott   
.................................................. Jim Loftin 
Closing Prayer ...................... Joe Wilson

EVENING    

Opening Prayer ................ Blake Hatcher

Breakout Connections ..... Troy Spradlin

Comments ........................ Casey Bearden 

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building................ Casey Bearden 
Communion Prep ............ Bartell Family 
PowerPoint ........................... Larry Coen

WEDNESDAY EVENING

Song Director ................... Elliot Wilson 
Opening Prayer ................ Blake Hatcher

Bible Class ............................ Chris Davis

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT:

Sunday Bible Class ............................ 122

AM Worship ..................................... 150 
PM Worship ...................................... 107 
Wed. Night Bible Class ..................... 120 
Contribution .............................. $10,412

ELDER CONTACT FOR OCTOBER: 
Primary ..................................... Rick Bird 
Secondary ................................. Doug Lee
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