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W elcom e! W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!

Su n day -  Au gu st  29, 20 21

"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

Do we need t o look  for  signs 
of  Jesus' second com ing?

by Troy Spradlin

    It never fails, when there is a rash of natural disasters, some catastrophic world event, or the threat of war 
somewhere around the globe, people start talking about "end times." Even people who aren't religious have made 
such claims based upon the phrase, "wars and rumors of wars," and so forth. Their assertions are that we are seeing 
indicators that the world is about to come to an end. So, do all these things point to the end of times? Is the complete 
destruction of our planet eminent because of these signs? Are we even supposed to be looking for signs? The quick 
answer to all of these is "No." But let's look at what the Bible actually says about the subject. 

    The first reason I say, "no" is because Jesus Himself stated, "But of that day and hour 
no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only," (Matthew 24:36). 
He also told His disciples, "It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father 
has put in His own authority," (Acts 1:7). The apostle Peter went on to elaborate, "But 
the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass 
away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth 
and the works that are in it will be burned up," (2 Peter 3:10). So, clearly no one can 
know with any certainty exactly when the world will end because there will be no sign!

    Secondly, the phrase "wars and rumors of wars," or the mention of pestilences and earthquakes, and such "signs" 
comes from passages where Jesus is talking about the future destruction of Jerusalem. His disciples came to Him 
privately, saying, "Tell us, when will these things be?", which was referring to the comments He had made about no 
stone being left upon another with regards to the beautiful temple they had been admiring (Matthew 24:1-3; Luke 
21:5-7). A cursory look at history proves that everything came to pass exactly in the manner in which Jesus 
prophesied. So, those phrases and descriptions belong to a specific event in time, not some dark, distant, obscure 
prediction for the demise of planet earth. Those passages do not apply to us today.

    Thirdly, this is an old problem. Even in Jesus' day, there existed the ever curious nature of man wanting to 
discover the "mystery" of end times, always seeking a sign. Matthew 16:1-3 reads, "Then the Pharisees and 
Sadducees came, and testing Him asked that He would show them a sign from heaven. He answered and said to 
them, 'When it is evening you say, It will be fair weather, for the sky is red; and in the morning, It will be foul 
weather today, for the sky is red and threatening. Hypocrites! You know how to discern the face of the sky, but you 
cannot discern the signs of the times." While their intentions were not pure, their request for a sign was in 
connection with the arrival of the Messiah that they had read about in the prophets, such as "in the days of these 
kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed," (Daniel 2:44). But Jesus knew their 
hearts and responded with, "A wicked and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign shall be given to it 
except the sign of the prophet Jonah," (Matthew 3:4). This was a reference to his coming resurrection (Acts 2:22).

    The lesson for the Pharisees and Sadducees is the same for us, we need to stop being so concerned about looking 
for signs and miracles or indicators of the end of the world and instead, be more concerned about today. Are we 
obedient to God today? They didn't recognize Jesus right before their eyes because they were too focused on the 
mysterious future. They were missing their opportunity to receive salvation and gain eternal life by worrying about 
things out of their control anyway. What about you, friend? Do you see Jesus right before you ... today?    



Things Kids Need To Know Before Leaving Hom e (Par t  2)

YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

by Jack Wilkie
Four out of every five young people who attend a church of some kind during their teenage years will fail to 

maintain the same level of engagement as they move into adulthood,according to the Barna Group. There is a wide 
range of reasons for this, and a number of angles that should be examined, but as I?vewritten here before, one of the 
biggest areas in which we can improve is in the expectations we have for young people.

Instead of just hoping that they hang on, or assuming that they?ll eventually work their way into being strong 
Christians as adults, parents (and elders, once the young people become Christians) need to aim to help young 
people become warriors in every church. Having a head start on so many who convert later in life, we should help 
all young people grow into faithful service from an early age. How do we do so? It all starts with setting fair 
expectations and helping them reach those. Here are six things every Christian young person should know before 
leaving home, and every Christian parent and church leader should work towards with the young people they?re 
training and discipling. They need to know:
2. How to defend the existence of God, the creation account, and biblical inerrancy

They?re going to get hammered with evolution, atheism, biblical errancy, and every other attack on their faith 
that the world can throw at them. In fact, if they?re in middle school or high school, they?re probably already 
dealing with many of those issues. The world isn?t waiting for them to become adults to wage war on their 
worldview, and we can?t afford to wait, either. David Kinnaman of the Barna Group points out that 52% of 
churchgoing 13-17 year olds want to go into a science-related career, and yet only 1% of youth leaders had 
discussed science and Christian evidences in the year leading up to the study.[1]

It is critical that parents keep an eye on what their children are learning about science, God, and the Bible and 
teach the truth. Church leaders, I beg you to set aside time to regularly have classes on Christian evidences, how we 
got the Bible, and other areas in which the faith comes under attack. Dr. Brad Harrub?s?Convicted?was incredibly 
effective in teaching both the youth and the adults at my congregation.

https://www.barna.org/barna-update/article/16-teensnext-gen/147-most-twentysomethings-put-christianity-on-the-shelf-following-spiritually-active-teen-years#.VS2QHhPF_50
https://www.barna.org/barna-update/article/16-teensnext-gen/147-most-twentysomethings-put-christianity-on-the-shelf-following-spiritually-active-teen-years#.VS2QHhPF_50
https://www.barna.org/barna-update/article/16-teensnext-gen/147-most-twentysomethings-put-christianity-on-the-shelf-following-spiritually-active-teen-years#.VS2QHhPF_50
https://www.barna.org/barna-update/article/16-teensnext-gen/147-most-twentysomethings-put-christianity-on-the-shelf-following-spiritually-active-teen-years#.VS2QHhPF_50
https://www.barna.org/barna-update/article/16-teensnext-gen/147-most-twentysomethings-put-christianity-on-the-shelf-following-spiritually-active-teen-years#.VS2QHhPF_50
http://focuspressblog.com/2014/11/10/millennial-monday-no-more-minor-leagues/
http://focuspressblog.com/2014/11/10/millennial-monday-no-more-minor-leagues/
http://focuspressblog.com/2014/11/10/millennial-monday-no-more-minor-leagues/
http://stores.focuspress.org/convicted-dvd-series/


CO N GREGAT IO N A L  PRAYER L I ST

CHECK OUT OUR NEW:

!Lesson #11

Special   
- Those affected by the storm!
- Haley Strength - baby boy! (Bingham*)
- Donna Dudley-health/prayers (S.Davis*)
- Rhett and Bess English -  C19 recovery
- Russell & April Estain* - C19 recovery
- Paul Fulton family - passing
- Barbara Helms*-fractured back, anemic
- Helms' family* - loss of Billy
- Debbie Hill* - loss of father
- Jayda Hollis -surgery/ recover (McGriff*)
- Naomi Hodges-miscarriage,C19(Brazell)
- Yvonne Loomis-loss dad/ spouse (Nunes)
- Barbara Lundy* - C19, @ home/oxygen
- J.C. Lundy* - C19 in recovery
- Cindy Marotta - paralyzed (Nunes*)
- Peery family - loss of daughter, Hattie
- Sue Perrit's*& family - C19 positive
- Walter Reap*family - passing of Walter
- Ted Russell* -  valve replacement 
- Emily Smith-welcome baby Palmer!
- Kenneth Warhurst - critical (Burnham*)
- Gloria Vonada - health, strokes
- Sandra Wolfe and family - C19
- Leon White - surgery soon (Longmire*)
- Sharon Webb - rehab (P.Webb's mom)

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 
- Bobbie Garcia* - Sandy Ridge Rehad
- Larry McDaniel* - SR Heath & Rehab
- Beverly Mann* - Silvercrest HR  
- Linda Mann* - Shut In 
- Ina Ruth Miller* - Shut In
- Ruth Phillips*-  Shut In
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Troy Vonada* - Berryhill Manor

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Eliezer Perez - San Lorenzo, Paraguay
- ECS, GCBC and NWFSBS 

                                                                               

Other  Requests /  Heal th Issues 
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- Joan Addison - spot on lung (Brazell*)
- Allen & Diana Brazell* 
- Winston Burnham*
- Katie Chapman and family*
- Richard & Laura Elliot-(S.Lee* parents)
- Harrison Freeman* - health concerns
- Bobbie Garcia* - seizure, recovery
- Dixie Gorham - former member
- Zeb Hamilton* - health 
- Margaret Hamm - rehab (Pace*)
- Shantavia Hunt- prayers (Engish*) 
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Bill Kindred- health (cousin, M.Todd) 
- Doug & Sarah Lee* - prayers requested
- Chiara Lee -surg/ recovery (DiL Lee*) 
- Betty Lee - health (Doug Lee's mom*)
- Edna Lewis -heath issues (Greg's mom)
- Mary McGriff*-health/ struggles
- John and Barbara Pace* - pain, recovery
- Ruth Phillips*
- Jim Pitts*- health
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Renee Ray* - torn tendon/surgery soon
- Kara Ritchie-blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Mary Salinas* 
- Joanne Sanders- (McGriff*)
- Kevin Shanahan - improving, recovery
- Lewie Joe Smith - recovery (J.English*)
- Rachel Sullins - struggles /  pain (Blisse)
- Laurie Taylor* - health
- Julia Torpey* - health
- Troy Vonada*  
- Ruth Williams* 
-  Jan Whitney*

Students in Col lege
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Seth Crider
- Stephen English
- Caitlyn Frizzell
- Kyle Harter
- Jack Webb
- Nick Webb

Cancer  
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Teri Carr - (Madeline's* daughter)
- Carson Caris - mass/prayers (Jeanna*)
- Sandi Coppedge - (J.English*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - prostrate (McGriff*)
- Jennifer June*
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
- Marie and  Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Brian Riley - (English's* friend)
- Shane Reeves - (Bozeman*)
- Darlene Salter - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Landyn Strickland - (Freeman*)
- Sharee Patrick - (J.English* sister)
- Bailey Worrell - brain tumor (Blisse*)
- David Walther - brain (English*)
- Debra White - (Singley*) 
- Rosemary Wilson-breast (Joe's* mom)

Mil i tary
- Nick Bartell - Misawa Air Base, Japan
- John Bartell - Coronado, California
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer Gable-New London,Groton,CT
- Javonte' Ganzy - Little Rock (Torpey*)
- Drayton Hale - Lemoore, CA
- Amya Huey* - Chicago
- Ni Mack - Missouri
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND

Expecting Mothers
- Bess English* - August 2021
- Blisse Hatcher* - October 2021

Wednesday
Sept  1st  @ 6:45 pm

Room  107

For  m ore info see Troy or  Blisse



SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, AUGUST 29

ELDERS
Rick  Bird ................................. 994-3148 
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com 
John Pace ................................. 736-2521 
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com 
Joe Wilson .............................. 206-8350 
................................jaw@whsbf-law.com

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 

Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell 

Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis* 

Education ............................. Chris Davis* 

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin 

Finance .............................. Phillip Webb* 

Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 

OWLS ............................. Stephen Fulton 

Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 

Lads to Leaders ................. David English 

Missions ................................ Mike Scott*  

Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin* 

Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden  

Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is 

Thursday, by noon.
BENEVOLENCE

OWLS

EDUCATION
- Adult and Children Bible classes 

available on Sundays @ 9 AM and 
Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM. 

- Willing to teach? See Chris Davis!

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the 

Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- If you are having difficulties hearing 
the sermon, we have wireless 
"LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire.

- If you are wanting correspondance 
courses, or would like to get 
involved, please see Diane Brazell!

<WiFi Password posted in Foyer>

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradl in ...... Evangelist /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Bl isse Hatcher  ............. Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  ......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com 
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 865-443-9856
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com

MORNING
Opening Prayer ....................... John Pace 
Song Director .................. Casey Bearden 
Sermon ............................. Troy Spradlin 
............................. "Second Mile Christians " 
Scripture Reading ................ Chris Davis 
.....................................  Matthew 5:38-48

Serving Communion:
Comments .................... Richard McCool  
Steve Fulton  ................... Jake Newcomb  
Pat Mense ........................... Buzz Turner     
....................................... Dane Harrington 
Closing Prayer .............. Mason Chandler

EVENING    
Opening Prayer ........................................
Song Director ........................................... 
Scripture Reading .................................... 
....................................................................  
Lesson ....................................................... 
Comments ................................................ 

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building................. Troy Spradlin  
Communion Prep ............ Mense family 
PowerPoint .......................... Lori Mense

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director ................... Elliot Wilson 
Opening Prayer ........................ Joe King
Bible Class ............................ Chris Davis

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................. 112 
AM Worship ...................................... 148 
PM Worship .......................................100 
Wed. Night Bible Class ....................... 90 
Contribution ............................... $10,486

ELDER CONTACT FOR AUGUST: 
Primary .................................... John Pace 
Secondary .............................. Joe Wilson
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