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W elcom e! W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!

Su n day -  Sep tem ber  12, 20 21

"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

The Aut hor it y of  Silence
by Troy Spradlin

    When I was younger, I worked at a grocery store. My mother would often give me some money and tell me to bring home 
certain items that she needed in order to prepare our meals. She would simply say something like, "Grab some tomatoes, a loaf 
of bread, and some lunch meat." I then knew exactly what I was supposed to do and I did it. Not once do I ever remember her 
adding other instructions like, "Now, do not buy candy, cereal, soft drinks, potato chips, ice cream, cookies, pop tarts, pizza, hot 
dogs, or donuts [all the things I liked back then]. Only buy what I told you to buy." She did not have to say that. She had already 
instructed me with what I was supposed to buy and I was expected to do just that; she did not have to tell me all the things I 
was not allowed to buy. This is a simple concept that I bel ieve every human being understands. We easily understand 

that, as my mother's child, I had no right, or authority to surmise about what she meant, to add 
to or take away from her instructions, or even posture "my interpretation" of it. Simple.

    Yet, when it comes to the Holy Scriptures of God, many people so frequently abandon that 
basic premise and arrogantly attempt to justify it with, "The Bible doesn't say we CAN'T do it." 
Or, they jettison the principle when they read something into a passage that simply is not there. 
It is, essentially, ignoring the clear mandate found within its pages, which states in no uncertain 
terms, "If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; and 
if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the 

Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book," (Rev 22:18-19). So, does God have to express 
every single thing that we are not permitted to do? Or, are His commands, already revealed in the Bible, sufficient enough? 
Hear what some of the inspired writers of Scripture say about this problem:

- Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively transferred to myself and Apollos for your sakes, that you may learn in us not to 
think beyond what is written, that none of you may be puffed up on behalf of one against the other.  (1 Corinthians 4:6 ) 

- If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. ... (1 Peter 4:11)
- God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us 

by His Son, ... (Hebrews 1:1-2)
- And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth." (Matthew 28:18)
- Likewise also these dreamers defile the flesh, reject authority, and speak evil of dignitaries. (Jude 1:8)
- The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but those things which are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that 

we may do all the words of this law. (Deuteronomy 29:29)

    If God has already expressed in the Bible what it is that we are supposed to do, then He does not have to express every single 
thing that we are prohibited to do, or have no authority to do. For example, when instructing Noah about how to build the ark, 
God commanded him to build it with gopher wood. Did He need to specify all other wood types, or materials, that were 
prohibited? No, He did not. When instructing the Hebrews about holy worship, God specified exactly what type of fire was 
acceptable (Leviticus 6:12-13); it was heavenly fire (Lev 9:24). Nadab and Abihu violated that clear mandate and paid the price 
with their lives by misinterpreting God's silence. This should be sufficient enough for us to recognize three primary principles: 
(a) that God means what He says, (b) that we have no authority to change anything He has revealed to us in Scripture, and       
(c) God's si lence on a subject car r ies as much author i ty as the things He has spoken.

    We need to be extremely careful in taking liberties with Scripture. This is no flippant matter, it is a matter of eternal life or 
death! If the divinely inspired Scriptures have revealed singing is what the early church did, then God does not have to inspire 
His writers to list all the things we can't do. The same applies to the Lord's Supper, leadership of the church, baptism, and a 
host of other doctrinal matters. It is already challenging enough to get into heaven, why would anyone want to risk their soul 
on something not authorized in the Bible, especially when God has already given instruction? Listen, I knew what would 
happen if I didn't follow my mother's instructions. We also know what will happen if we do not obey God (Romans 2:8-9).



YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

Things Kids Need To Know Before Leaving Hom e (Par t  3)
by Jack Wilkie

Four out of every five young people who attend a church of some kind during their teenage years will fail to 
maintain the same level of engagement as they move into adulthood,according to the Barna Group. There is a wide 
range of reasons for this, and a number of angles that should be examined, but as I?vewritten here before, one of the 
biggest areas in which we can improve is in the expectations we have for young people.

Instead of just hoping that they hang on, or assuming that they?ll eventually work their way into being strong 
Christians as adults, parents (and elders, once the young people become Christians) need to aim to help young 
people become warriors in every church. Having a head start on so many who convert later in life, we should help 
all young people grow into faithful service from an early age. How do we do so? It all starts with setting fair 
expectations and helping them reach those. Here are six things every Christian young person should know before 
leaving home, and every Christian parent and church leader should work towards with the young people they?re 
training and discipling. They need to know:

3. How to connect with their church family

If Christian teens feel out of place in adult classes or have difficulty fellowshipping with people outside of their age 
group, their transition out of youth, college, singles or other targeted ministries into the ?main church? will leave 
them feeling disconnected. For many, this leaves them to fade into the background. Others seek out churches with 
more young people, sometimes even if they have to compromise doctrine to do so.

Parents can help their children connect with all Christians through regularly having other Christians into their 
homes and fellowshipping with all ages in the church family. Church leaders have to help cultivate a family 
environment by putting an end to the complete segregation strategies that have proven fruitless and regularly work 
to have events that bring everybody together to serve, fellowship, study, and worship as one body.
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CO N GREGAT IO N A L  PRAYER L I ST

CHECK OUT OUR NEW:

!Lesson #11

Special   
- Those affected by the storm!
- Coffield family-loss of father (Bozeman*)
- Jack Davis* - C19 positive
- Donna Dudley-health/prayers (S.Davis*)
- Bess and Martha English* - at home!
- Paul Fulton family - passing
- Shaikee Garrett-C19,pregnant(McGriff*)
- Barbara Helms*-fractured back, anemic
- Helms' family* - loss of Billy
- Jayda Hollis -surgery/ recover (McGriff*)
- Naomi Hodges-miscarriage (Brazell)
- Doug and Sarah Lee* - C19
- Cletus Leverette - coronary artery/hosp.
- Yvonne Loomis-loss dad/ spouse (Nunes)
- Cindy Marotta - paralyzed (Nunes*)
- Peery family - loss of daughter, Hattie
- Ashley Ray* - C19, hospital
- Logan Ray* - C19 positive
- James and Renee Ray* - C19 positive
- Walter Reap*family - passing of Walter
- Ted Russell* -  valve replacement 
- Kenneth Warhurst - critical (Burnham*)
- Gloria Vonada - health, strokes
- Leon White - surgery soon (Longmire*)
- Joe Wilson* - C19
- Sharon Webb - rehab (P.Webb's mom)

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 
- Bobbie Garcia* - Sandy Ridge Rehad
- Larry McDaniel* - SR Heath & Rehab
- Beverly Mann* - Silvercrest HR  
- Linda Mann* - Shut In 
- Ina Ruth Miller* - Shut In
- Ruth Phillips*-  Shut In
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Troy Vonada* - Berryhill Manor

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Eliezer Perez - San Lorenzo, Paraguay
- ECS, GCBC and NWFSBS                                                          

Other  Requests /  Heal th Issues 
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- Joan Addison - spot on lung (Brazell*)
- Allen & Diana Brazell* 
- Winston Burnham*
- Katie Chapman and family*
- Richard & Laura Elliot-(S.Lee* parents)
- Harrison Freeman* - health concerns
- Bobbie Garcia* - seizure, recovery
- Dixie Gorham - former member
- Zeb Hamilton* - health 
- Margaret Hamm - rehab (Pace*)
- Shantavia Hunt- prayers (Engish*) 
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Bill Kindred- health (cousin, M.Todd) 
- Doug & Sarah Lee* - prayers requested
- Chiara Lee -surg/ recovery (DiL Lee*) 
- Betty Lee - health (Doug Lee's mom*)
- Edna Lewis -heath issues (Greg's mom)
- Mary McGriff*-health/ struggles
- John and Barbara Pace* - pain, recovery
- Ruth Phillips*
- Jim Pitts*- health
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Renee Ray* - torn tendon/surgery soon
- Kara Ritchie-blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Mary Salinas* 
- Joanne Sanders- (McGriff*)
- Kevin Shanahan - improving, recovery
- Lewie Joe Smith - recovery (J.English*)
- Rachel Sullins - struggles /  pain (Blisse)
- Laurie Taylor* - health
- Paula Turner*
- Julia Torpey* - health
- Troy Vonada*  
- Ruth Williams* 
- Jan Whitney*

Students in Col lege
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Seth Crider
- Stephen English
- Caitlyn Frizzell
- Kyle Harter
- Jack Webb
- Nick Webb

Cancer  
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Teri Carr - (Madeline's* daughter)
- Carson Caris - mass/prayers (Jeanna*)
- Sandi Coppedge - (J.English*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - prostrate (McGriff*)
- Jennifer June*
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
- Marie and  Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Brian Riley - (English's* friend)
- Shane Reeves - (Bozeman*)
- Darlene Salter - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Landyn Strickland - (Freeman*)
- Sharee Patrick - (J.English* sister)
- Bailey Worrell - brain tumor (Blisse*)
- David Walther - brain (English*)
- Debra White - (Singley*) 
- Rosemary Wilson-breast (Joe's* mom)

Mil i tary
- Nick Bartell - Misawa Air Base, Japan
- John Bartell - Coronado, California
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer Gable-New London,Groton,CT
- Javonte' Ganzy - Little Rock (Torpey*)
- Drayton Hale - Lemoore, CA
- Amya Huey* - Chicago
- Ni Mack - Missouri
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND

Expecting Mothers
- Blisse Hatcher* - October 2021



SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12

ELDERS
Rick  Bird ................................. 994-3148 
................................. bird1plus3@aol.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com 
John Pace ................................. 736-2521 
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com 
Joe Wilson .............................. 206-8350 
................................jaw@whsbf-law.com

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 

Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell 

Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis* 

Education ............................. Chris Davis* 

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin 

Finance .............................. Phillip Webb* 

Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 

OWLS ............................. Stephen Fulton 

Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 

Lads to Leaders ................. David English 

Missions ................................ Mike Scott*  

Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin* 

Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden  

Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is 

Thursday, by noon.
BENEVOLENCE

OWLS

EDUCATION
- Adult and Children Bible classes 

available on Sundays @ 9 AM and 
Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM. 

- Willing to teach? See Chris Davis!

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the 

Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- If you are having difficulties hearing 
the sermon, we have wireless 
"LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire.

- If you are wanting correspondance 
courses, or would like to get 
involved, please see Diane Brazell!

<WiFi Password posted in Foyer>

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradl in ...... Evangelist /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Bl isse Hatcher  ............. Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  ......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com 
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 865-443-9856
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com

MORNING
Opening Prayer ................... Rick Martin 
Song Director ............ Mason Channdler 
Sermon .............................. Troy Spradlin 
........................... "Second Mile Christian" 
Scripture Reading ..................... Jeff Scott 
....................................... Matthew 5:38-42

Serving Communion:
Comments .......................... Phillip Webb 
Doug Lee  ................................. John Pace  
Matthew Henry ..................... Joe Wilson     
.................................................... Rick Bird   
Closing Prayer ......................... Rick Bird

EVENING    
Opening Prayer ................. Jak Gallagher 
Song Director ................... David English 
Scripture Reading ................ Chris Davis 
................................................ John 20:1-9 
Lesson ............................... Troy Spradlin 
Comments .......................... Phillip Webb

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building................... Phillip Webb 
Communion Prep ............ Fisher Family 
PowerPoint ..................... Brooks Singley

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director .................... Elliot Wilson 
Opening Prayer ...................... Jack Davis
Bible Class ............................ Chris Davis

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................... 62
AM Worship ........................................ 82
PM Worship ........................................ 34
Wed. Night Bible Class ........................ 77 
Contribution ................................. $6,632

ELDER CONTACT FOR SEPTEMBER: 
Primary .................................. Joe Wilson 
Secondary ................................. Rick Bird
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