"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19
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EVERY BREATH YOU TAKE
by Troy Spradlin
The phrase, "Every breath you take," has taken on a few different meanings for me over the years. One is attached
to a pop song I remember from almost forty years ago by the British rock band Police. It was a major hit. Another
has to do with scuba diving. The experience of being able to breath underwater and see such incredible beauty has
always fascinated me. It's an amazing feeling. But, I also connect it to Covid-19. I think about how the virus attacks
the lungs of its victim and causes the simple task of breathing to become extremely labored, even to the point of
death. It's sad that more than five million have succumbed to the deadly virus because of that. Yet, I believe the one
meaning that stands out above all the rest to me these days is found in the book of Daniel, chapter 5, "... you have
praised the gods of silver and gold, bronze and iron, wood and stone, which do not see or hear or know; and the
God w ho hol ds your br eath in His hand and owns all your ways, you have not glorified." (5:23)
That is such striking imagery! Can you imagine someone actually holding your breath in
their hand, the very thing that helps sustain life, controlling it - meaning they control whether
you live or not. It can certainly happen with scuba diving! Let's say, you are deep underwater
and someone grabs the hose that feeds your air supply. If they kink the hose so that you cannot
breath, then they hold your breath in their hands! If you had Covid and were in dire need of a
ventilator so that you could breath and survive, but the hospital wanted to let someone else use
it, then they literally hold your breath in their hands. Even the first few verses of that song by
the Police have a similarity to Daniel 5, "Every breath you take, And every move you make,
Every bond you break, Every step you take, I'll be watching you." In a sense, that is exactly
what Daniel is telling Belshazzar that God is doing! He is watching.
The context of the passage is about a prideful king of Babylon, Belshazzar, who had been praising false gods,
which had in reality, done nothing for him, while at the same time ignoring the God of heaven, who literally held his
life in His hand. Daniel makes a statement that emphasizes how Belshazzar depended on God for every breath he
took. The fact is, everyone's breath is in God's hand. The reason you were even able to take a breath this morning
when you arose is because God gave you that breath. He not only created you, He also sustains you every minute of
the day. That puts things in a little different perspective, doesn't it?
Have you ever considered that God does not owe any of us breath? He is the Creator, we are the creation.
According to Romans 3:23, no one truly deserves to breath any more than old king Belshazzar did. Perhaps, the most
tragic aspect of all of this is that some will often use the very breath God gave them to curse His name! They don't
realize that if He wanted to, He could stop the breath of anyone who blasphemed Him. Yet, God allows His creation
to continue breathing, continue their life, even after committing such a terrible offense. Is that not true testimony to
God's love, longsuffering, mercy and kindness toward His creation?
So, when was the last time you thanked God for something as simple as, yet so often taken for granted, the breath
that He gives you to live? Have you ever thanked Him simply for the ability to breathe? We all should! You see, later
in the story, Belshazzar wound up taking his last breath later that same evening because he certainly hadn't thanked
God for it. Thus, God numbered his days and brought them to an end. That very night, a king stopped breathing, no
longer having opportunity to get his life right. W hat about you? The next time you pray to God, just stop for a
second and take a really deep breath (appreciate the air that fills your lungs) and then humbly thank Him for the very
breath that only He can provide. Remember, God holds your breath in His hand. Use it to glorify Him!
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Isn't It St r an ge
by Casey Bearden
As I was scrolling through social media the other day, I ran across a piece of writing that really stirred my heart. Although
it was short, the words within spoke volumes. I found myself agreeing with parts of it, while being convicted by other parts.
Some statements expressed had me emphatically saying, "yes, finally somebody said it.", while other statements had me
thinking, "That's pretty intense...maybe a little edgy." It wasn't anything that hasn't been thought about before or possibly
even said, and it wasn't anything theologically faith-changing. It was, however, something to consider. Some will agree and
some will take offense. That's just the way things seem to work these days. Regardless, there is a message to take away and
perspective to gain. Some might think that since they might identify with the statements, that its aimed at them, which is not
the case, but rather some words of wisdom that a Christian needs to hear every now and then. I know I did.
"Isn't it strangehow twenty dollarsseemslikesuch a largeamount when you put it in theoffering plate, but not when you go
shopping ... Isn't it strangehow twohoursseemssolong in a church service, but soshort when you'rewatching a movie... Isn't it strange
that you havetroublefinding wordstosay when you pray, but you havenotroublecoming up with something totalk about with a
friend... Isn't it strangehow difficult it istoread onechapter of theBibleyet soeasy toread a popular novel... Isn't it strangehow everyone
wantsthebest seatsat a concert or sporting event, but alwayswant tosit in thelast row at church services... Isn't it strangehow weneed to
know about a church event 2-3 weeksin advance, but havenoproblem adjusting our schedulefor last minuteplanswith friends... Isn't it
strangehow wefind it difficult tolearn a fact about God and shareit with others, but havenotroublerepeating thelatest gossip... Isn't it
strangehow webelieveeverything that comesacrossour media outlets, yet wequestion everything about theBible?"
It is strange isn't it?No... honestly, it's troubling. Many Christians, including myself, find that we identify with some of
these statements, yet for some, it won't have any impact. Church, what we don't want to happen is to ignore these types of
issues, regardless of how small they may seem, and allow our lives, minds, and perspective to be drawn away from our God.
W hat we don't want to happen is to be standing in front of our God, and the statement be made, "Isn't it strange... I thought I
had your name in here, but I can't seem to find it." As callous, harsh, and outlandish as that may seem, it's not out of the realm
of possibility if we let the little things in our faith and walk with God slip out of our focus. May we all gain a little better
perspective of our faith and the little things that make it what it is. Blessings! ~CB
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C O N GREGAT I O N A L PRAYER L I ST
Special
- Donna Dudley-health/ prayers (S.Davis*)
- Marvin Dumes passing-B.Pace's*brother
- Madeline Farley*- surgery, recovering
- Barbara Helms*-fractured back, anemic
- Helms' family* - loss of Billy
- Jayda Hollis -surgery/ recover (McGriff*)
- Nia King - C19 (Pace*)
- Cletus Leverette - coronary artery/ hosp.
- Cindy Marotta - paralyzed (Nunes*)
- Ted Russell*-valve replacement- Nov. 16
- Mike Scott* - ablation on heart, recovery
- Greg Smith* and family - loss of mom
- Jenette Smith - stroke, @home
- Chip Underwood - baptism, new brother
- Kenneth W arhurst - critical (Burnham*)
- Gloria Vonada* - health, strokes
- Leon W hite - surgery soon (Longmire*)
- Jim W ilson - C19, Baptist hosp.
- Todd W illiamson - cancer (R. Pierce*)
- Sharon Webb - rehab (P.Webb's mom)
- Joann Sanders family- passing(McGriff*)
- Yegros family-loss of Eduardo(Spradlin*)
- Michelle Parker- stroke (McGriff*)
- Ashley Ray- traveling for work
- Estain family- traveling this week
Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- Bobbie Garcia* - Sandy Ridge Rehab
- Beverly Mann* - Silvercrest HR
- Linda Mann* - Shut In
- Ina Ruth Miller* - Shut In
- Ruth Phillips*- Shut In
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Troy Vonada* - Berryhill Manor
Mission W or k s
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Eliezer Perez - San Lorenzo, Paraguay
- Trevor Smoot - Domestic Missions
- ECS, GCBC and NW FSBS

Other Requests / Heal th Issues
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- Joan Addison - spot on lung (Brazell*)
- Allen & Diana Brazell*
- W inston Burnham*
- Katie Chapman and family*
- Richard & Laura Elliot-(S.Lee* parents)
- Harrison Freeman* - health concerns
- Dixie Gorham - former member
- Zeb Hamilton* - health
- Margaret Hamm - rehab (Pace*)
- Shantavia Hunt- prayers (English*)
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Bill Kindred- health (cousin, M.Todd)
- Doug & Sarah Lee* - prayers requested
- Betty Lee - health (Doug Lee's mom*)
- Edna Lewis -heath issues (Greg's mom)
- Mary McGriff*-health/ struggles
- John and Barbara Pace* - pain, recovery
- Ruth Phillips*
- Jim Pitts*- health
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Kara Ritchie-blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Mary Salinas*
- Kevin Shanahan - improving, recovery
- Lewie Joe Smith - recovery (J.English*)
- Rachel Sullins - struggles / pain (Blisse)
- Laurie Taylor* - health
- Paula Turner*
- Julia Torpey* - health
- Troy Vonada*
- Ruth W illiams*
- Ira and Joyce Weaver- future surgeries
- Jan W hitney*
Students in Col l ege
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Seth Crider
- Stephen English
- Caitlyn Frizzell
- Kyle Harter
- Jackson Lash
- Jack Webb
- Nick Webb

Cancer
- Justin Barnhart - former member
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Teri Carr - 11/ 17, surgery (Madeline's*)
- Carson Caris - mass/ prayers (Jeanna*)
- Sandi Coppedge - (J.English*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - prostrate (McGriff*)
- Jennifer June*
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
- Marie and Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Brian Riley - (English's* friend)
- Shane Reeves - (Bozeman*)
- Darlene Salter - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Brooks Ann Singley*
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Landyn Strickland - (Freeman*)
- Sharee Patrick - (J.English* sister)
- Bailey W orrell - brain tumor (Blisse*)
- David W alther - brain (English*)
- Debra W hite - (Singley*)
- Rosemary W ilson-breast (Joe's* mom)
Mil itar y
- Nick Bartell - Misawa Air Base, Japan
- John Bartell - Coronado, California
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer Gable-New London,Groton,CT
- Javonte' Ganzy - Little Rock (Torpey*)
- Drayton Hale - Lemoore, CA
- Amya Huey* - Chicago
- Ni Mack - Missouri
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND
Expecting Mother s
- Aleena Underwood
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SERVING W ITH
HONOR
SUNDAY, NOV 7
MORNING
Opening Prayer .......................Jim Loftin
Song Director ...................Casey Bearden
Sermon ............................. Troy Spradlin
... Understanding Redemption: Justification
Scripture Reading .....................Jeff Scott
........................................... Romans 5:1-8

Vi si t or s:

Tr oy Spr adl in ...... Evangelist / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
You ar e ou r h on or ed gu est !
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
For more information about the church,
Casey Bear den .............. Family Minister
spiritual topics, our classes, and activities,
there is a tract rack at the entrance of the .................................... cell: 706-889-3222
........................... caseybearden@live.com
auditorium for your convenience.
Or, ask any member for assistance.
Bl isse Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
Please take a moment to fill out a
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
visitors card, or sign our guest book
......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com
so that we might have a record of
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary
your attendance. Thank you!
.................................... cell: 865-443-9856
.................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
MINISTRY

Th an k y ou f or com i n g!

Ser ving Communion:
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Comments .............................Joe W ilson
Michael English ........... Richard McCool
ADMINISTRATION
Deadline
for all bulletin items is
Chris Davis ............................... Jared Lee
Thursday,
by noon.
............................................. Brody Crider
BENEVOLENCE
Closing Prayer ..........................Rick Bird
EVENING
Opening Prayer .......................Pat Mense
Singing,....................................Pete Pierce
Comments ..............................Joe W ilson
W or ship Ser vice and Pr epar ation:
Secure Building.................... Paul Lipford
Communion Prep ................. Elsa Nunes
PowerPoint ........................... Lori Mense
Greeters........................Newcomb Family

STAFF

N ov 9 - Rest ock in g sh elves
N ov 11 - Dist r ibu t ion
9:30 am & 2:00 pm
OWLS

ELDERS
Rick Bir d ................................. 994-3148
............................ bird1plus3@icloud.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
John Pace ................................. 736-2521
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com
Joe W il son .............................. 206-8350
................................jaw@whsbf-law.com

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES
Administration .................. Troy Spradlin
Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell
Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis*
Education ............................. Chris Davis*
Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director .................... Brody Crider
EDUCATION
Opening Prayer .......................Joe Taylor
- Adult and Children Bible classes
Bible Class ............................... Joe Taylor available on Sundays @9 AM and
Wednesdays @6:30 PM.
- W illing to teach?See Chris Davis!
WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 174
WORSHIP
AM W orship ..................................... 247 - Service Rosters are available on the
Welcome Desk and Margaret Street
PM W orship ......................................
Wed. Night Bible Class ..................... 130 website (listed under "Archives")
Contribution ............................... $11,566 - If you are having difficulties hearing
the sermon, we have wireless
"LISTEN" devices available in the
foyer, located in the Armoire.
ELDER CONTACT FOR OCTOBER:
Primary .................................... Doug Lee <W iFi Passw or d posted in Foyer >
Secondary ................................ John Pace

Finance .............................. Phillip Webb*
Fellowship ............................... Jeff Scott*
OW LS ............................. Stephen Fulton
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders ................. David English
Missions ................................ Mike Scott*
Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin*
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

TIMESOF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

