"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

W el co m e! W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!
Su n d ay - Jan u ar y 23, 20 22

Can Evolu t ion an d Ch r ist ian it y Coexist ?
by Troy Spradlin
I recently read an article that, well, quite frankly, causes me to pity the foolishness of some people (Psalm 14:1).
The headline read, "Chr istians Point to Genetics Br eak thr oughs to Show Adam and Eve ar e not
Incompatibl e w ith Evol ution." W hile the author recognized that most theologians and modern scientists are at
complete odds with one another, the whole point of the article was to explain how several scientists, on both sides of
the debate, have come to some recent conclusions that Christianity can "fit within" the theory of evolution [and it
remains an unproven theory]. At first, this headline may seem rather appealing to a Christian, because as was pointed
out, only "40 percent of Americans believe God created the earth" [according to a Gallup poll they cited]. That sad
statistic indicates that the majority of Americans either believe in evolution, or have no belief one way, or the other.
However, before you read any further, please understand that this is not the first
attempt by so-called "Christian scholars" to try and blend evolution with the Bible.
This has been going on for more than a hundred years with many such false
teachings and proposals, like: gap creationism, day-age creationism, progressive
creationism, flat-earth theory, and geocentrism. So, in reality, this is nothing more
than a new twist on a tired, old and futile debate. Therefore, let me state here,
unequivocally, that "No, evolution and Christianity cannot coexist. Incompatible."
W hat I found most surprising, however, was the article quoted one scientist, who made an unintentional
admission, "This conflict of fact only seemed solvable by revising foundational Christian theological beliefs, or by
rejecting evolution." Of course, nowhere did it mention that scientists are now rejecting evolution, so naturally, the
oneness fell on revising theology. I find it extremely frustrating how proponents of evolution almost always
misrepresent the facts, misrepresent valid Christian arguments against evolution, or can't seem to see the illogical,
circular reasoning of their arguments. They also don't recognize people and scientists, like those from Apologetics
Press, Truth Magazine, and Answers in Genesis, who have just as much (if not more) knowledge and credentials as
any leading scientist in the field of evolution. Evolutionary scientist's knowledge is by no means "superior" to a
creationist's. Yet, they dismiss sound arguments as being "close-minded" [rather ironic, don't you think?].
Here are some simple, irrefutable facts to consider concerning the theory of evolution (and why it's still a theory):
- There exists not one fossil that proves (or evidences) the transitional state of monkeys to humans (yes, bones
have been found that they assert to be transitional, but they can produce no linking fossils that show any
processes in between). Instead, there exists a fossil layer appearing at one time (as in a world wide flood).
- Most evolutionary "evidence" is based on dating systems. Yet, they won't acknowledge that every dating
method is based upon an assumed rate of decay, or some other parameter assumed to be forever consistent.
However, it is scientifically plausible that a global flood could have altered the rates, or parameters.
- It is also ignored that when God created Adam, he was already an adult (let's just say 20 years old), even
though in the current time continuum, he was only 1 day old. Thus, when God made the earth, trees already
had rings within them (mature plants and animals existed) and rocks would have appeared to be "millions" of
years old, even though everything was actually only a day or two old since the time God created them.
This doesn't even touch the hem of the garment for debunking evolution - there's a mountain of evidence for
Biblical creation. Here's the main point, just because someone comes up with some new scheme, or an idea that may
seem plausible, does not mean that we should reject God's word, or modify it to make it fit that man-made scheme.
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D O M EST I C M I SSI O N S
" So t h at You M ay Kn ow "
by Trevor Smoot
It's an important question, that one: the one that asks "W hat use do the Scriptures have?" Truth be told, should a
skeptic or Truth-seeker ask something as foundational as that, we Christians ought to have an answer prepared! If
we don't have a reasonable response ready, we risk feeling defeated, embarrassed, or even doubtful of our own
faith. Fortunately for us, God's great wisdom gives us several reasons the Scriptures are useful right there in His
very W ord (I know. Shocking, right?- Trevor, a.k.a. Captain Obvious). Our discussion here will focus on how Luke's
Gospel answers that question - purpose of the Scriptures is knowing those things really happened.
Luke begins his Gospel in a pretty unique way. First, he addresses somebody directly (Theophilus in this case),
something the other gospel writers don't do. Second, he conveniently gives us his purpose statement in his
opening. "It seemed fitting for me as well, having investigated everything carefully from the beginning, to write it
out for you in consecutive order, most excellent Theophilus; so that you may k now the exact tr uth about the
things you have been taught" (Luke 1:3-4). Like Theophilus, we can know the exact truth.That's some pretty
reassuring language right off the bat, isn't it?
If any of us had doubts before, we could reasonably toss them aside with that passage alone. Carefully notice,
though, that word "investigated" in verse 3. Pairing that with verse 2 which says, "just as they were handed down
to us by...eyewitnesses," it's clear that God didn't expect Luke or Theophilus to just accept the "exact truth"
willy-nilly. Theophilus had the ability - I assume, at least - to carry out the exact same study that Luke did in order
to find out (for himself) the truth based on Luke's findings. Scattered throughout his Gospel, Luke uses the term
"report" (or some related word) no less than 12 times. In one instance, the Greek word translated to "report" is
echos(seemslikea dead ringer for whereweget 'echo' from tome! - Trevor, not an etymologist). Echosrefers to news spread
far and wide, meaning there were witnesses informing others of what Jesus was doing (Luke 4:37). Most instances,
however, are a word many of us might recognize thanks to our friends at Apologetics Press. Does apalleggo look
familiar? It's related to the very same word we get "apologetics" from (cf. Luke 9:26, 13:1, 24:9)! It turns out Luke's
research was an ancient form of apologetics studies! Frankly, it was probably less of a study for him and more like
him just keeping up with current events.
W hat Luke provides with this passage goes beyond just a purpose for the Scriptures, though. He also gives us
an example to follow. By investigating '"the things," Luke demonstrated the initiative it takes for discerning truth.
At no point in Scripture does God expect anyone to just up and believe. To confirm His authority, He spoke
directly to prophets, gave His people His W ord, and even
provided miracles to the lost. He never wanted people to blindly
believe! There is a similar expectation God has for us today.
Christians are likewise responsible for investigating the Truth.
You may be familiar with the phrase, "Make your faith your own."
Luke clearly did so in order to minister to Theophilus, providing
us with yet another example. Theophilus was the initial recipient
of Luke's research, and that clearly suggests we should provide
others with the results of our own investigations. Doing so
provides a baseline for someone else to begin their own studies,
hopefully beginning a cycle of convinced converts!
Purpose and principle are important for Christians today to apply in their own lives. It's certainly okay to be
taken off guard if we don't know the answer to a question. However, it is our responsibility to find an answer, and
not just for the person asking the question! The Bible's purpose is clearly a matter of great importance. Having
confidence knowing that the Bible is written so that we can know those things happened is just the tip of the
iceberg. Give Luke a read sometime with that purpose in mind, and you'll find the Gospel will help equip you. You
may even find it gives your faith more purpose!
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Cancer
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- Kandi Armand - (W hitney*)
- Bingham* family - loss of son
- Joan Addison - spot on lung (Brazell*)
- Justin Barnhart - former member
- Gary Coleman - new brother in Christ!
- W inston Burnham*
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Madeline Farley*- surgery, recovering
- Teri Carr - 11/ 17, surgery (Madeline's*)
- Richard Elliot - home, weak (Sarah Lee's dad) - Katie Chapman and family*
Keturah
Dickey
MS
(K.
Longmire*)
- Carson Caris - mass/ prayers (Jeanna*)
- Louise English* family - loss of sister, Faye
- Pat Deforest*
Donna
Dudley
health/
prayers
(S.
Davis*)
- Lakelyn Enterkin - new sister in Christ!
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Laura Elliot - (S. Lee* parents)
- Helms' family* - loss of Billy
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
Steve
Fulton
pain,
health
difficulties
- Patiana Jackson - SH Hosp. (McGriff*)
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
Harrison
Freeman-Neurofibromatosis
Type
1
- Ronald "Tang" Johnson - C19 (McGriff*)
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Dixie Gorham - former member
- Dawn Lloyd - pneumonia (Myrna Fuller*)
- Ricky Jenning - prostrate (McGriff*)
- Zeb Hamilton* - health
- Chubby Locklin - C19 positive, Baptist
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
- Margaret Hamm - rehab (Pace*)
- Carolyn Locklin - C19 positive (Cannon*)
- Marie and Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Barbara Helms*- health
- Mann family*- passing of Beverly
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
- Shantavia Hunt - prayers (English*)
- Vicente Martinez - kidney failure (Paraguay)
- Cheryl Miligan - uterine (J. English*)
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Randy McGilberry- heart issues (Burnham*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Crystal Montgomery - severe stroke (Pace*)
- Bill Kindred - health (cousin, M.Todd)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Michelle Parker- stroke, C19 (McGriff*)
- Betty Lee - health (Doug Lee's mom*)
- Shane Reeves - (Bozeman*)
Edna
Lewis
heath
issues
(Greg's
mom)
- Lance Spradlin - answered prayers (Troy*)
- Darlene Salter - lung cancer (Baxley*)
Cindy
Marotta
paralyzed
(Nunes*)
- Theresa Tucker* - neck and back pain
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Mary McGriff*- health/ struggles
- Tori Underwood - loss of baby, @30 weeks
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- John and Barbara Pace* - health
- Todd W illiamson - passing (R. Pierce*)
- Al Sherdan - bladder/ prostatic cancer (Coen)
Otis
&
Eleanor
Pollit
(Gallagher*)
- Carolyn Van Grootheest-new sister in Christ!
- Brooks Ann Singley*
- Kara Ritchie - blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Ellie W infree* - C19 positive
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Ted Russell* - health
- Yegros family - loss of Eduardo (Spradlin*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Rachel Sullins - struggles / pain (Blisse)
- Landyn Strickland - (Freeman*)
- Laurie Taylor* - health
Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- Bailey W orrell - brain tumor (Blisse*)
- Zyler Thompson-syringomyelia(Officer
- Bobbie Garcia* - Sandy Ridge Rehab
- David W alther - brain (English*)
Thompson's son)
- Linda Mann* - Shut In
- Debra W hite - (Singley*)
- Julia Torpey* - health
- Ina Ruth Miller* - Shut In
- Rosemary W ilson-breast (Joe's* mom)
- Gloria Vonada* & Troy Vonada*
- Ruth Phillips*- Shut In
- Ruth W illiams*
Mil itar y
- Jim Pitts* - Berryhill Manor
- Sharon Webb - rehab (P.Webb's mom)
- Nick Bartell - Misawa Air Base, Japan
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
Ira
and
Joyce
Weaver
- John Bartell - Japan
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Jim W ilson - recovering at home
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Spencer Gable-New London,Groton,CT
Jan
W
hitney*
- Troy Vonada* - Berryhill Manor
- Javonte' Ganzy - Little Rock (Torpey*)
Mission W or k s
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Eliezer Perez - San Lorenzo, Paraguay
- Trevor Smoot - Domestic Missions
- ECS, GNT, & GCBC

Students in Col l ege
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Seth Crider
- Stephen English
- Caitlyn Frizzell
- Kyle Harter
- Jackson Lash
- Nick Web

-

Drayton Hale - Lemoore, CA
Amya Huey* - Chicago
Ni Mack - Missouri
Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND

Expecting Mother s
- Alina Underwood (April 7)
- Alyssa Enterkin*
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