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W elcom e! W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!

Su n day -  Jan u ar y  30 , 20 22

"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

Children and t he "Age of  Account abil i t y"
by Troy Spradlin 

   God has blessed us richly here at Margaret Street with an abundance of beautiful children! It so warms my heart to 
hear the sounds of children in the auditorium during services, to see them walking (or running) down the hallways 
together, sometimes hand in hand, or playing together somewhere in the building. The Psalmist would agree, as he 
wrote, "Behold! Children are a blessing and a gift from the Lord." (Psalm 127:3 - CEV) 

   One of the questions I frequently receive as a preacher, concerning our children is this, 
"When is a chi ld ready for  baptism?" Or, how do you know when a child is old enough 
to obey the Gospel? It's an extremely important question, so I hope you will allow me to 
give a few things to consider, regarding what is often called "the age of accountability."

   First of all, children are innocent and free from condemnation (Matt 19:14). While 
Scripture says "all have sinned" (Rom 3:23), little children do not possess the "knowledge of 
the truth" concerning salvation of their souls (1 Timothy 2:4; John 8:32). Babies and 
smaller children don't have the faculties to "hear, believe, repent, and confess," thus, we do not baptize children - as 
some religious people do. While a toddler, or grade schooler can recite the plan of salvation, it doesn't mean that 
they understand the application to themselves. They don't yet have "knowledge ability" (Hebrews 11:6). So, God only 
holds accountable those who have the mental capacity to discern the state of their soul (Rom 14:12; Rev 20:12). 

    The fact is, there is no set age for when a person becomes accountable for their actions toward God. It is different 
for each individual. The New Testament doesn't say anything about an "age" for when a person automatically 
becomes accountable to God. The physical age of an individual isn't really relevant, what matters most is one's 
conscience and their level of maturity concerning spiritual knowledge.  That being said, there are still several 
indicators we can observe to help a parent know when their child is ready to obey the Gospel: 

- Ask your child to explain, or give their knowledge of, what baptism is and means. For example, if they think 
it's just so they can drink the juice at communion, then that is a good indicator they are not ready. 

- Ask your child to explain the concept of sin; what does it mean to transgress, or disobey God?s law?
- Ask your child if something bad were to happen to them, where would they go? (as in, to heaven or hell)
- Ask your child to explain repentance to you. Obeying the Gospel requires repenting (Acts 2:38, 17:30), so 

what are they repenting from? What is the result of repentance, or consequence of not repenting (Luke 13:3)?
- When a child's discernment transitions from being concerned about disobeying their parents to being more 

concerned about disobeying God, then they are developing spiritual consciousness and beginning to apply 
"knowledge of the truth" to themselves. They have become aware of the state, or predicament, of their soul.  

    If your child does obey the Gospel, then give all praise and glory to God! But, also remember that they have been 
added to the church (Acts 2:47), which means they now have a personal responsibility for their souls. They must 
continue to grow in knowledge (2 Peter 2:3-10; Hebrews 5:12), "bear fruit" (John 15:8; Gal 5:22-23) and remain 
faithful until death (Rev 2:10). You have a continued responsibility to help them get to heaven (Matt 28:20).

    Lastly, another helpful suggestion I offer to parents is this: have your child write down exactly why they want to 
be baptized and what it means to them. Then, take what they write and put it away in a safe place somewhere that 
you can access it later in the future. This way, if your child ever questions their baptism later in life (which happens 
sometimes), they will have that to help them remember clearly what they understood at that early age. 

  



YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

Do You Believe in Yourself?
 by Casey Bearden

When I was playing baseball in college, it was a common practice of our coach to sit us down, right before the game, and 
guide us through a time of visualization and meditation. The whole point of the simulation was for us to allow ourselves to 
see the plays and the routines we'd be going through during the game. We had practiced, prepared, and discussed the 
game-plan, and the moment right before we took the field was the time we needed to see it all transpiring in our minds. You 
see, it wasn't enough just to practice our skill, but rather be able to see it unfolding, believing that all of that preparation could 
actually happen the way we hope and prepare for it to. We needed to "see" ourselves being successful. 

Often, I feel as if we need to incorporate the same type of simulation into our daily routines, in order to "see" ourselves 
being spiritually successful as we go about the day that we've prepared for. We pray and study about the types of Christians 
we want to be, yet when we "take the field of battle", it's the mental aspect that defeats us. Jesus spoke often about believing 
when you pray. Yes, we should believe that God is listening, and that He is working in that prayer, but I think it is equally 
important to believe in the role we will play in the aspect of that prayer. Can we see ourselves carrying out the courage we've 
prayed for, or do we just hope it will happen?

Take time to meditate and visualize yourself being the Christian you want to be, saying the things you want to say, 
talking the person you want to talk to, standing up for what you want to stand up for. See, and believe, it happening.



"The Know ledge of  t he Trut h"
 by Trevor Smoot

Last week, we looked at one of the many purposes of the Scriptures - so we 
may know "the truth about those things" that  happened (Luke 1:4). This week, 
we're going to focus more closely at what God hopes to achieve in giving us a 
"knowledge of the truth." That knowledge gives us some insight into God's 
hope for humanity. His plans for both the righteous and unrighteous are pretty 
clear, sure, but what is His actual desire for all of mankind? Does He have a 
goal? If so, how does He expect to achieve it? 

While these questions are valid, they have led some to form some 
"interesting" positions. Some think God waits for people to sin so He can 
condemn them at the drop of a hat, and others suppose all He wants is for people to be happy. It just so happens 
that the Bible addresses this topic (can you believe it? - Trevor), giving us another purpose behind the Scriptures: God 
wants "all [mankind] to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth" (I Tim. 2:4). 

The phrase "knowledge of the truth" appears five times in the New Testament, four of which showing up in the 
letters to Timothy and Titus. All of those instances, including the occurrence in Hebrews, are connected with  
either departing from knowledge or growing towards it.  Consider the false teachers  leading brethren astray in I 
Tim. 6:20f, or how the Hebrews writer warns of going back to a sinful life (Heb. 10:26). Both of these stand in 
sharp contrast with I Tim. 2:4, as God clearly wants people to draw nearer to Him through knowledge.  Does it 
seem reasonable, then, to say God is eager either to smite people or let them have their way? Certainly not! Our 
Lord doesn't want to condemn anybody if He doesn't have to (II Pet. 3:9), and He has provided us a means to avoid 
that. Paul  instructs that redemption is found in knowledge (II Tim. 2:25). In other words, God wants for us to be 
both redeemed and obedient.

Once we understand why we need knowledge, we need to learn how to get it. A careful look at the Greek here  
explain that. In Greek, there are two primary words for knowledge - oida (oy-duh) and ginosko (gih-nos-ko). Oida 
refers to what we might call 'book-knowledge.' It's the sort of knowledge that says "Yeah, I've heard about that 
before."  Ginosko, on the other hand, refers to what we'd call 'experiential knowledge.' This would refer to 
understanding and personal familiarity with a subject. Every instance where "knowledge of the truth" pops up, 
however, is this word epiginosko. "Epi" means "on" or "over," which indicates a higher level of knowledge. It takes 
commitment to come to this sort of knowledge - a commitment that brings about repentance and obedience.

That's the key: It takes genuine effort to come to this sort of knowledge. Remember how each of these 
Scriptural instances of "knowledge of the truth" comes with a praise to God or a rebuke against false teaching? 
There's only one way to make sure we're doing one  and not the other, and that's with dedicated study. Study and 
salvation go hand-in-hand. No real surprise there: the more we learn about God, the closer we draw to Him, and 
the more equipped we are to serve Him and others. Having a right standing with God through knowledge serves as 
a pretty good way to meet with His purpose, wouldn't you say?

D O M EST I C M I SSIO N S



SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, JANUARY 30

ELDERS
Rick  Bird ................................. 994-3148 
............................ bird1plus3@icloud.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com 
John Pace ................................. 736-2521 
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com 
Joe Wilson .............................. 206-8350 
................................jaw@whsbf-law.com

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 

Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell 

Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis* 

Education ............................. Chris Davis* 

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin 

Finance .............................. Phillip Webb* 

Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 

OWLS ............................. Stephen Fulton 

Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 

Lads to Leaders ................. David English 

Missions ................................ Mike Scott*  

Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin* 

Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden  

Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

 CONTACT FOR JANUARY: 
Primary .................................. Joe Wilson 
Secondary ................................. Rick Bird

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is 

Thursday, by noon.

BENEVOLENCE

 EDUCATION
- Adult and Children Bible classes 

available on Sundays @ 9 AM and 
Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM. 

- Willing to teach? See Chris Davis!

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the 

Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- If you are having difficulties hearing 
the sermon, we have wireless 
"LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire.

<WiFi Password posted in Foyer>

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradl in ........ Preacher /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Bl isse Hatcher  ............. Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  ......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com 
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 865-443-9856
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
Trevor  Smoot  ..... Domestic Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 937-417-4297
  .......................... smooterii@outlook.com

MORNING 

Opening Prayer ...................... Jack Davis 
Song Director .................. Troy Spradlin 
Sermon ............................ Casey Bearden 
........................................... "Lose Yourself " 

Scripture Reading ....... Darrell Bozeman 
.................................... Matthew 10:34-39

Serving Communion: 

Comments ............................ Chris Davis 
Rick Martin ............................. Doug Lee 
Matthew Henry ............ Michael English 
............................................ David English 
Closing Prayer ......................... Rick Bird

EVENING 

Opening Prayer ............................... N/A 
Singing ............................................. N/A 
Scripture Reading ........................... N/A 
........................................................... N/A 
Comments ....................................... N/A

Worship Service and Preparation:

Secure Building........................ John Pace 
Communion Prep .............. Doss Family 
PowerPoint .......................... Lori Mense

Greeters............... Rick & Mary Lou Bird

WEDNESDAY EVENING

Song Director ................... Elliot Wilson 
Opening Prayer ............... David English  

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT:

Sunday Bible Class ............................ 123

AM Worship ..................................... 159 
PM Worship ...................................... 104  
Wed. Night Bible Class ..................... 124 
Contribution .............................. $10,374

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm



CO N GREGAT IO N A L  PRAYER L I ST

CHECK OUT OUR NEW:

!Lesson #11

Phil l ip Webb's house

Thurs. Nov 18 @ 6:30 pm

Joe King's house
Lesson 16

x



Suggest ions and Ideas for  Seeing Souls
Submitted during our Breakout Connection Group meetings. 

   Our spiritual focus for 2022 is "Seeing Souls." With this in mind, we recently asked the congregation for input 
concerning suggestions, ideas, and comments on how we might better put seeing souls into practice. Each group 
had some wonderful things to share, so we have listed them below for you to review. As you look these over, think 
about how you might incorporate some of these (or all) into your own evangelistic efforts, or help the church to 
accomplish /  implement them. 

- Using Social Media - While we all know it can be negative, it is also a way to reach many people in the 
world, and we should use it for good.  Some of the ways suggested:

- Sharing the Live Stream of our services and classes
- Encouraging people to "check in" when we are assembling 
- Posting current events, activities, and exciting things taking place at Margaret Street
- Post lots of pictures ... all that we are doing

- Reach People ...
- "where you are and where they are" - wherever you are in your walk in life - look for people there 
- who have cancer (Justin Barnhart mentioned the community connections he has created in his 

journey with cancer) 
- with young children (Julie Harrington mentioned as she currently has young children and that there 

is a robust community of young mothers wanting connection) 
- who assist us when we are in the hospital/ doctor's office (wherever we find ourselves)
- independent of their life choices and challenges. (Don't have prejudice toward we deem as more 

challenging)
- by starting a conversation when some says, "Have a Blessed Day!"
- by give away religious books, tracts, etc (Muscle and a Shovel books, Searching for Truth, etc) 
- by leaving a church business card with the tip at a restaurant
- by simply asking someone to come to church services, or a church related activity 
- by talking to telemarketers about Jesus (if actually a real person)
- by sharing your story with others - why you are a Christian.
- by having a Bible study in a public place (e.g. park), but not just to be seen, like a Pharisee, but to 

demonstrate that we are not ashamed of the Gospel.
- by saying prayers before meals in public places (same caveat as above about having a Bible study)
- by personally visiting our members and visitors - possibility of meeting their friends or family who 

may not be part of the church
- by wearing clothing with scriptural references, or church related messages 
- by adding scriptural references to the signature block of your email 
- by sending cards, encouraging texts, or phone calls
- by hosting a weekly Bible study  in your home with other church members - invite friends, 

neighbors, and co-workers to come 

- Be bold - have the hard conversations with those we are closest to - it's hard to reach our good friends often 
because we don't want to upset them. Maybe take the approach of asking them to "teach" us.

- Edify and touch those within the Lord's body, to lift them up and encourage them .... particularly during 
this time of pandemic

- Have an "accountability partner" to encourage one another in your efforts to reach out - go in pairs.  
- Keep our missions efforts in front of the congregation - mission reports and live streams. 
- Host more Gospel meetings, seminars and special activities - have flyers or cards to promote it
- Bumper stickers, T-shirts, motivational "Post-It notes. 
- Have a "Questions?" Box in foyer for visitors
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