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W elcom e! W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!

Su n day -  Jan u ar y  9, 20 22

"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

What  is t he "Third Heaven"?
by Troy Spradlin 

    The Apostle Peter wrote in one of his epistles that some of the things Paul taught in his letters could be "hard to 
understand" (2 Peter 3:16). This was simply because the Apostle Paul was highly educated (Acts 22:3) and had an 
incredible ability to present certain theological points at a loftier level than the average Bible student might be 
accustomed to studying (1 Corinthians 2:13). Notice, however, that Peter did not say that his teachings could not be 
understood, he was only saying that some points could be a little more challenging than others. Add to this fact that 
the Bible also has many phrases which can be rather difficult to comprehend. Often, those phrases are colloquialisms, 
or idiomatic expressions that simply don't have an equivalent translation in our English language. For example, Luke 
16:22 speaks of Lazarus being carried to "Abraham's bosom," which is an idiom for being "alongside of Abraham," (or 
in other words, in the same place as Abraham). Understanding this phrase requires a fair amount of Biblical 
knowledge, in order to understand the importance of Abraham, and some knowledge about the cultural aspects of 
the Israelites, such as how shepherds would literally carry lambs in their arms (known as the "bosom"). 

    A combination of these two factors is present in one such passage 
Paul wrote in his second letter to the Corinthians, "I know a man in 
Christ who fourteen years ago?whether in the body I do not know, or whether 
out of the body I do not know, God knows?such a one was caught up to the 
third heaven." (12:2) The phrase, "third heaven" is rather perplexing to 
some - it is one of those things that is "hard to understand." In fact, 
there have been several who have taken this passage and "twisted it to 
their own destruction" (cf. 2 Peter 3:16), trying to make it mean all kinds 
of things, which it was never intended to be. I remember studying with 

a couple of young men from a certain religious group who stated that there were literally, different levels of heaven. 
They said there were seven levels, to be exact. Others also point to passages like 1 Timothy 5:17, which speaks of 
"double honor" for elders, as proof that there are different levels of heaven. So, what exactly is Paul saying here?

    Well, first of all, this is an idiomatic expression. It was used by the Hebrews to describe the overall universe. 
According to their worldview, there are three "heavens."  The first heaven is the earth itself, the very realm in which 
all of creation lives (man, beast, birds and all forms of creation). The second heaven is the sky above, into space, it is 
the realm in which the sun, the moon, planets and all the stars reside. The third, and ultimate heaven is beyond the 
earth and the sky above. It stretches far beyond that which the creation (mankind) can see and observe with his own 
eyes, and into the place where the Creator (God) resides. It is the spiritual realm. The first two "heavens" are the 
physical dimensions in which God's creation exists. The third "heaven" is the spiritual dimension in which God 
abides. Here, Paul also calls this dimension "Paradise," (v4). It is the same word Jesus used to describe the spiritual 
realm (Luke 23:43) and also used to describe God's dwelling place, "the Paradise of God" (cf. Revelation 2:7). 
    Secondly, Paul uses this Hebrew idiom to establish a higher theological point. He is admonishing the Corinthians 
that none of them had anything to boast about, and if anyone could boast, it certainly would be him since he was an 
Apostle and had been privy to spiritual revelations, visions, and dreams. He could boast that he had seen heaven! 
But, what would that gain? What would be the purpose, but only to bring glory to himself, when instead, all of God's 
creation should humble themselves and continually focus on glorifying Christ and the Almighty! After all, if had it 
not been for Paul's faith in Christ, he would have never experienced such visions of seeing the "third heaven."



YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

A Resolut ion of  ONE
 by Casey Bearden

It's the most wonderful time of the year! No, I'm not hanging on to Christmas, but rather referring to the time 
of year when everyone has made a commitment to be a better person. Many are making life changes whether that 
be physical, mental, educational, you name it... someone is changing some aspect of their lives. It's no shock that 
Christians are doing the same thing concerning their spirituality. Many are making a commitment to be more 
involved, pray and study daily, be more encouraging, and to bring someone to Christ.

The problem with resolutions is that many rarely see them through and the cycle continues the next year in 
hopes of fulfilling what wasn't completed the year before. The lack of production in these areas is the result of 
individuals not seeing immediate and noticeable changes, which kills their initial drive, and they eventually fade out 
and return back their normal routines. The same happens to our spiritual focus, especially in our evangelistic 
efforts. We read the Great Commission and its statement, "Go into all the world...", and the very thought of that 
overwhelms us. How can I reach the world? I don't have the time or resources to even reach my entire circle of 
friends, co-workers, or whoever your focus is on. We feel crushed by the weight of the mission encompassed in 
that resolution, and we give up. This should not be so!

What if we all tried this simple approach - take the Gospel to ONE person in the world? Instead of feeling 
overwhelmed by the impossibility of reaching a great number of people, simplify your focus, and resolve to reach 
ONE person this year. Imagine the outcome if the entire body of Margaret St. succeeded in this mission - we'd have 
to plant another congregation in 2023. May we all make a resolution of ONE for 2022.

"Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him.And the Pharisees and the scribes grumbled, 
saying,?This man receives sinners and eats with them.?So, he told them this parable:?What man of you, having a hundred 
sheep,if he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, and go after the one that is lost, until he 
finds it?And when he has found it,he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing.And when he comes home, he calls together his friends 
and his neighbors, saying to them, ?Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.?Just so, I tell you, there will be 
more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance." - Luke 
15:1-7. Blessings!



CO N GREGAT IO N A L  PRAYER L I ST

CHECK OUT OUR NEW:

!Lesson #11

Phil l ip Webb's house

Thurs. Nov 18 @ 6:30 pm

Joe King's house
Lesson 16

Special   
- Bearden* family - C19 positive
- Bingham* family - loss of son
- Herb Cannon - C19 positive
- Donna Dudley - health/prayers (S. Davis*) 
- Marvin Dumes passing - B. Pace's* brother 
- Madeline Farley*- surgery, recovering 
- Richard Elliot - hospitalized (Sarah Lee's dad)
- Louise English* family - loss of sister, Faye
- Harrison Freeman-Neurofibromatosis Type 1
- Helms' family* - loss of Billy 
- Patiana Jackson - SH Hosp. (McGriff*)
- Cletus Leverette - coronary artery/hosp. 
- Dawn Lloyd - pneumonia (Myrna Fuller*)
- Libby Makar* - C19 positive
- Mann family*- passing of Beverly 
- Vicente Martinez - kidney failure (Paraguay)
- Randy McGilberry- heart issues (Burnham*) 
- Crystal Montgomery - severe stroke (Pace*) 
- Michelle Parker- stroke, C19 (McGriff*) 
- Mike Scott* - C19 positive
- Lance Spradlin - answered prayers (Troy*)
- Zyler Thompson-syringomyelia(Officer 

Thompson's son)
- Theresa Tucker* - neck and back pain
- Tori Underwood - loss of baby, @ 30 weeks
- Todd Williamson - passing (R. Pierce*) 
- Elliot Wilson* - C19 positive
- Yegros family - loss of Eduardo (Spradlin*) 

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 
- Bobbie Garcia* - Sandy Ridge Rehab  
- Linda Mann* - Shut In 
- Ina Ruth Miller* - Shut In
- Ruth Phillips*-  Shut In
- Jim Pitts* - Berryhill Manor
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Troy Vonada* - Berryhill Manor

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Eliezer Perez - San Lorenzo, Paraguay
- Trevor Smoot - Domestic Missions
- ECS, GNT, & GCBC 

Other  Requests /  Heal th Issues 
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- Joan Addison - spot on lung (Brazell*)
- Winston Burnham*
- Katie Chapman and family*
- Keturah Dickey - MS (K. Longmire*)
- Laura Elliot - (S. Lee* parents)
- Steve Fulton - pain, health difficulities
- Dixie Gorham - former member
- Zeb Hamilton* - health 
- Margaret Hamm - rehab (Pace*)
- Barbara Helms*- health 
- Shantavia Hunt - prayers (English*) 
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Bill Kindred - health (cousin, M.Todd) 
- Betty Lee - health (Doug Lee's mom*)
- Edna Lewis - heath issues (Greg's mom)
- Cindy Marotta - paralyzed (Nunes*) 
- Mary McGriff*- health/ struggles
- John and Barbara Pace* - health
- Jim Pitts* - health
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Kara Ritchie - blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Ted Russell* - health  
- Mary Salinas* 
- Rachel Sullins - struggles /  pain (Blisse)
- Laurie Taylor* - health
- Julia Torpey* - health
- Gloria Vonada* - health 
- Troy Vonada*  
- Leon White - surgery soon (Longmire*) 
- Ruth Williams* 
- Sharon Webb - rehab (P.Webb's mom) 
- Ira and Joyce Weaver 
- Jim Wilson - recovering at home 
- Jan Whitney*

Students in Col lege
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Seth Crider
- Stephen English
- Caitlyn Frizzell
- Kyle Harter
- Jackson Lash
- Nick Web  

Cancer  
- Kandi Armand - (Whitney*)
- Justin Barnhart - former member 
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Teri Carr - 11/17, surgery (Madeline's*)
- Carson Caris - mass/prayers (Jeanna*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - prostrate (McGriff*)
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
- Marie and  Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Shane Reeves - (Bozeman*)
- Darlene Salter - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Al Sherdan - bladder/prostatic cancer (Coen)
- Brooks Ann Singley*
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Landyn Strickland - (Freeman*)
- Bailey Worrell - brain tumor (Blisse*)
- David Walther - brain (English*)
- Debra White - (Singley*) 
- Rosemary Wilson-breast (Joe's* mom)

Mil i tary
- Nick Bartell - Misawa Air Base, Japan
- John Bartell - Coronado, California
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer Gable-New London,Groton,CT
- Javonte' Ganzy - Little Rock (Torpey*)
- Drayton Hale - Lemoore, CA
- Amya Huey* - Chicago
- Ni Mack - Missouri
- Anthony Ramsey- Minot AFB, ND

Expecting Mothers
- Alina Underwood
- Alyssa Enterkin*



SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, JANUARY 9

ELDERS
Rick  Bird ................................. 994-3148 
............................ bird1plus3@icloud.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com 
John Pace ................................. 736-2521 
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com 
Joe Wilson .............................. 206-8350 
................................jaw@whsbf-law.com

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 

Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell 

Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis* 

Education ............................. Chris Davis* 

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin 

Finance .............................. Phillip Webb* 

Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 

OWLS ............................. Stephen Fulton 

Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 

Lads to Leaders ................. David English 

Missions ................................ Mike Scott*  

Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin* 

Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden  

Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

ELDER CONTACT FOR JANUARY: 
Primary .................................. Joe Wilson 
Secondary ................................. Rick Bird

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is 

Thursday, by noon.
BENEVOLENCE

OWLS

EDUCATION
- Adult and Children Bible classes 

available on Sundays @ 9 AM and 
Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM. 

- Willing to teach? See Chris Davis!

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the 

Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- If you are having difficulties hearing 
the sermon, we have wireless 
"LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire.

<WiFi Password posted in Foyer>

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradl in ........ Preacher /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Bl isse Hatcher  ............. Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  ......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com 
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 865-443-9856
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
Trevor  Smoot  ..... Domestic Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 937-417-4297
  .......................... smooterii@outlook.com

MORNING 

Opening Prayer ................ Rhett English 
Song Director .............. Mason Chandler 
Sermon ............................  Troy Spradlin 
.................... "Lift Up Your Eyes and Look " 

Scripture Reading .......... Jake Newcomb 
..................................... Matthew 9:35-38

Serving Communion: 

Comments ........................ Blake Hatcher 
Rick Martin ............................. Doug Lee 
Matthew Henry ............ Michael English 
............................................ David English 
Closing Prayer ......................... Doug Lee

EVENING 

Opening Prayer ..................... Jack Davis 
Singing ............................. David English 
Scripture Reading ................... Jeff Scott 
................................................ Acts 9:1-18

Comments ........................ Blake Hatcher

Worship Service and Preparation:

Secure Building................ Casey Bearden 
Communion Prep .............. Doss Family 
PowerPoint .......................... Lori Mense

Greeters............... Rick & Mary Lou Bird

WEDNESDAY EVENING

Song Director ................... Brody Crider 
Opening Prayer .................... Mike Scott

 

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT:

Sunday Bible Class ............................ 138

AM Worship ..................................... 155 
PM Worship ..................................... 110  
Wed. Night Bible Class ...................... 99 
Contribution ................................ $8,006

No pant r y  f or  Decem ber

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm
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