"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

W el co m e! W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!
Su n d ay - Feb r u ar y 20 , 20 22

Con ven ien t Excu ses?
by Troy Spradlin
A statistic I read recently stated that 35% of employees call in sick, when in reality, they felt just fine. Some of the
most common excuses people used to miss work were: (a) a family illness or emergency; (b) a car problem;
(c) waiting for a delivery/ service call; and (d) death or funeral of a loved one. W hile each of these can be legitimate
excuses for having to miss work, sadly, another statistic revealed that 60% of workers admitted to lying to their
employer when calling in with these excuses. That is a very sad commentary on the state of our society.
This same thing happens with religion, as well. Just the other day, I couldn't
help but overhear two ladies talking at the supermarket (quite loudly, I might
add), about why they don't attend church services anymore. They both agreed
that it was because the Bible says Christians are supposed to take care of the
downtrodden, accept the outcast of society, and minister to the lowliest of the
community, yet, the church they were familiar with didn't do any of that. Since
they saw those at "church" as hypocrites, they refused to be a part of it. So, they
don't have anything to do with "church" at all. This is not the first time I've heard
such an excuse. In fact, I even used that one myself, when I was a younger man.
So, what do we learn from these scenarios? We learn that when some people really don't want to do something,
they will offer up excuses and sometimes even lie about it when doing so. I can tell you that even in my few years of
serving as a minister and a missionary, I've heard a countless number of excuses from both members and
non-Christians for why they can't come to worship, or be an active part of the church. Sadly, it wasn't all that
difficult to identify them as nothing more than an excuse, and worse, sometimes even a lie. W hile my heart hurts for
those two ladies at the store who had such a bad experience with someone professing to be a Christian, and their
complaint is certainly a legitimate Biblical concern, that does not automatically exempt them from attending any
worship services at all. W ill such excuses be sufficient for God on the Day of Judgment? If we don't want to attend
worship, participate in church activities, or fulfill our responsibilities toward God, can we simply offer an excuse?
W hen Jesus was seeking those who would follow Him, some immediately offered flattery by stating, "Lord, I will
follow You wherever You go" (Luke 9:57). W hen I read the verses that follow, I get the sense that Jesus was
questioning the sincerity of such pretense. He replied that foxes and birds have places to rest, "but the Son of Man
has nowhere to lay His head." Then, some began to give excuses for why they couldn't follow Him, at that time. One
stated he had to go bury his father; another wanted to go say goodbye to his family first. In both cases, Jesus exposed
their true intentions as nothing more than excuses. To one He said, "Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go
and preach the kingdom of God." To the other He stated, "No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking
back, is fit for the kingdom of God" (Luke 9:58-62).
Essentially, Jesus is rejecting our excuses and stating that our eyes must always remain focused on Him, above all
else (cf. Col 3:2; Rom 12:2). He even says we are not fit for the kingdom if we are looking back. The imagery Jesus
uses here is so very appropriate for the warning. W hat happens when looking behind while plowing? You will not
plow a straight line and your work will be completely ruined. The same thing can happen with your spirituality and
the promise of eternal life! So, do you really want to gamble your soul's eternal destination on some excuse? If you're
making excuses for why you can't serve God, don't want to submit to Jesus, or be part of His church, then today is
the day to stop doing that! Stop making excuses and start making progress in your service to Him!

Fri & Sat, Feb 18-19th - 6:00 pm
Sunday, Feb 20th - 9:00 & 10:00 am
Auditorium

The time has come to face the facts!
Join us for this important seminar.
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A Br an d New Ph ilosoph y
by Casey Bearden
A leader at a Christian College was once asked by a graduating student, ?If you could give me one piece of
advice to take with me into the world, what would it be??The leader responded, ?W atch what most people do in a
given situation, and do the total opposite.?That sounds odd doesn?t it?The student said, ?W hat do you mean??The
leader responded with a series of questions, ?Do most people accept responsibility or place blame??, ?Do most
people talk about things or take action??, ?Do most people look for a solution or are they part of the problem??
W ith those questions in mind, the student was presented with a brand new philosophy on Christian leadership.
We must consider the same things pertaining to our lives and opportunities for leadership. The president of
that college spoke of these events later, and offered his audience the same opportunity for growth. The central
message was contained in these motivational quotes ? ?W hile most decide to be part of the problem? we must be
part of the solution. W hile others ask why? we ask why not?W hile most accept defeat? we accept the challenge
to compete. W hile most are overwhelmed by difficulties? We have transformed them into opportunities. W hile
most are focused on obstacles? we remain focused on the openings. W hile most have given up? we have not
given in. W hile most have lost all hope? we remain hopeful. W hile most resign to talk about it? we resolve to
take action. We did not get here by accident or happenstance? we have made a choice to be a part of this great life.
We are here for a reason. We must realize our purpose, our potential, and our greatness that can, and must, be used
to make a crucial impact on this world through serving it for the cause of Jesus Christ.?
Christian Leadership is more than leading in a religious facet. It?s a transformed mindset that we adapt to every
aspect of life, and it attests to our resolve that we can, and will, do everything in our power to influence and serve
everyone in our path with the power of God working through us. So, instead of dwelling on and talking about how
bad the world is becoming, make a choice to have a positive impact on the world around you, and inspire people
for good through your attitude and your actions. Make a choice, today, to get as much as you can out of being a
Christian, and pass that blessing on.

YO U T H & FA M I L Y M I N I ST RY

D O M EST I C M I SSI O N S
" God's Per f ect Pat ien ce"
by Trevor Smoot
Stop me if you've heard this one before: a skeptic walks into a church and asks, "W hich God are we worshipping today:
the God of the Old Testament, or the God of the New?" There's no punchline. Have you ever heard somebody suggest that
God, during Abraham, Moses, and David's time, doesn't show the same characteristics as He does in the first century?
Usually, they'll follow that claim with the notion that this stands as a major point of contradiction within the Bible,
opposing our argument that God's 'personality' is as eternal as everything else about Him. W hy, then, does He appear to be
so much more wrathful and impatient when dealing with Israel, when Jesus scarcely even showed frustration?Frankly, our
skeptical friends seem to have a point when they pose that riddle! Ironically, the answer to their question is hiding in plain
sight: a classic case of not seeing the forest for the trees.
Let's get one thing clear: God, without question, does invoke wrath when He must.Time and time again, Israel fell into
the snare of country-wide temptation, and God's hand was forced to punish. (Look no farther than the book of Judges,
Kings, or Chronicles to get a feeling for that). Let's get another thing clear: God, without question, was absolutely justified
each time He did so (Deuteronomy 28). He told the Israelites what would happen if they did wrong, and God's perfect
goodness and justness made that true and vindicated. Let's get one last thing clear: God, without
question, never wanted a single soul to be lost to sin (II Peter 3:9). Reconciling these two facts - God
both punishes and redeems - seems to be hard for anyone, skeptic or otherwise. Doing so is quite
simple, though. All we have to do is pay attention to detail.
Notice: "Time and time again, Israel fell into the snare of temptation." (I'mnot surewhat thenumber
is, but it'sa big one- Trevor) Israel slipped up a whole bunch and in some big ways. Shoot, some of the
prophets' books were mostly about that! (Habakkuk, Isaiah, Haggai) God's chosen people frequently
did things worthy of destruction (II Kings 17:7-23). Now here's a question for you: when did God
completely wipe out Israel as they deserved?If your answer was, "Obviously never. Jesus was born,
wasn't He?" then congrats! You're both correct and have a good eye for detail!
Even when God was well within His rights to destroy Israel, He never did. Israel (as the Northern
Kingdom) did some pretty awful things, as did most of their rulers (Ahab taking much of the limelight, I Kings 16:31).
Manasseh of the Southern Kingdom was basically just plain evil (II Kings 21:6-9). Nevertheless, God's perfect patience and
love (II Peter 3:9) allowed these men to perhaps go to the grave repentant (I Kgs. 21:9; II Chronicles 33:11-14). W hat really
drives God's patience home is this: while these acts of God's justice (wrath) are contained within only two books (Kings and
Chronicles, as the Israeliets knew them, each was only a single 'book'), these books covered nearly 500 years of history.
Those isolated instances where God delivered His people (safely, mind you; man - really using a lot of paranthesesin thisone. Trevor) into the hands of captors weren't even rapid-fire events! If I may be blunt: if that doesn't qualify God as loving and
patient to someone, they need to adjust their attitude.
No doubt, God's wrathfulness can come across as a little excessive if we don't know the context. That's the key, though we can't have true understanding without context. (Just another reason why reading your Biblefor understanding issoimportant Trevor). Don't dismiss a skeptic for having this question, even if it's asked aggressively. Open the argument up into a real
conversation, and let it become a teaching opportunity. "'W hich God are we worshipping today: the God of the Old
Testament, or the God of the New?' 'He's the same One! If you have the patience to understand His, you'll understand how
that's true!'" A converted soul - how's that for a punchline?

SERVING W ITH
HONOR
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 20
MORNING
Opening Prayer ....................... Jared Lee
Song Director .................... Paul Lipford
Sermon ............................... Dave Miller
...... "Islam: W hat Are Christians to Do?"
Scripture Reading ............. Brody Crider
............................................. John 8:25-32
Ser ving Communion:
Comments ........................... Bob Locklin
Pat Mense ............................... Jim Loftin
Matthew Henry ....................... Jeff Scott
................................................. Joe Taylor
Closing Prayer ..................... Joe W ilson
EVENING
Opening Prayer ...................... Jack Davis
Singing ................................... Pete Pierce
Scripture Reading ................. Mike Scott
...................................... Zechariah 6:9-15
Comments .......................... Bob Locklin
W or ship Ser vice and Pr epar ation:
Secure Building.................. Phillip Webb
Communion Prep ............. Fisher family
PowerPoint .......................... Larry Coen
Greeters .... Jake and Hannah Newcomb

Vi si t or s:

STAFF

Tr oy Spr adl in ........ Preacher / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
You ar e ou r h on or ed gu est !
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
For more information about the church,
Casey Bear den .............. Family Minister
spiritual topics, our classes, and activities,
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
there is a tract rack at the entrance of the
........................... caseybearden@live.com
auditorium for your convenience.
Bl isse Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
Or, ask any member for assistance.
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
Please take a moment to fill out a
......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com
visitors card, or sign our guest book
so that we might have a record of
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary
your attendance. Thank you!
.................................... cell: 865-443-9856
.................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
MINISTRY
Tr evor Smoot ..... Domestic Missionary
ANNOUNCEMENTS
.................................... cell: 937-417-4297
.......................... smooterii@outlook.com
ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is
ELDERS
Thursday, by noon.
Rick Bir d ................................. 994-3148
BENEVOLENCE
............................ bird1plus3@icloud.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
John Pace ................................. 736-2521
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com
Joe W il son .............................. 206-8350
................................jaw@whsbf-law.com
EDUCATION
CONTACT FOR FEBRUARY:
- Adult and Children Bible classes
Primary ......................................Rick Bird
available on Sundays @9 AM and
Wednesdays @6:30 PM.
Secondary ................................. Doug Lee
- W illing to teach?See Chris Davis!

Th an k y ou f or com i n g!

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director ................... Brody Crider
Opening Prayer .................... Pete Pierce

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin
Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell
Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis*

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 147
AM W orship ..................................... 176
WORSHIP
PM W orship ..................................... 106 - Service Rosters are available on the
Welcome Desk and Margaret Street
Wed. Night Bible Class .................... 126
website (listed under "Archives")
Contribution ................................. $7,176
- If you are having difficulties hearing
the sermon, we have wireless
"LISTEN" devices available in the
TIMESOF SERVICES:
foyer, located in the Armoire.
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am

Education ............................. Chris Davis*

Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin*
<W iFi Passw or d posted in Foyer >

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin
Finance .............................. Phillip Webb*
Fellowship ............................... Jeff Scott*
OW LS ............................. Stephen Fulton
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders ................. David English
Missions ................................ Mike Scott*
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

C O N GREGAT I O N A L PRAYER L I ST
Special
Other Requests / Heal th Issues
Cancer
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- Kandi Armand - (W hitney*)
- Gary Coleman - new brother in Christ
- Justin Barnhart - former member
- Richard Elliot - home, weak (Sarah Lee's dad) - Joan Addison - spot on lung (Brazell*)
- W inston Burnham*
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Louise English* family - loss of sister, Faye
- Katie Chapman and family*
- Teri Carr - 11/ 17, surgery (Madeline's*)
- Lakelyn Enterkin - new sister in Christ!
- Keturah Dickey - MS (K. Longmire*)
- Carson Caris - mass/ prayers (Jeanna*)
- Cody Forehand - head injury (Tara's friend)
- Pat Deforest*
- Donna Dudley - health/ prayers (S. Davis*)
- Bobbie Garcia* - stroke, at home recovering
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Laura Elliot - (S. Lee* parents)
- Patiana Jackson - SH Hosp. (McGriff*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
Steve
Fulton
pain,
health
difficulties
- Joshua & Camden - personal (Elsa Nunes*)
- Edna Lewis - surgery recovery (Greg's mom) - Harrison Freeman-Neurofibromatosis Type 1 - Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Dixie Gorham - former member
- Dawn Lloyd - pneumonia (Myrna Fuller*)
- Ricky Jenning - prostrate (McGriff*)
Zeb
Hamilton*
health
- Barbara Pace* - health difficulties, blood clots
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
Margaret
Hamm
rehab
(Pace*)
- Michelle Parker- stroke (McGriff*)
- Marie and Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
Barbara
Helms*health
- Trish Powell - kidney failure (Gallagher*)
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
Shantavia
Hunt
prayers
(English*)
- Shane Reeves family - passing (Bozeman*)
- Cheryl Miligan - uterine (J. English*)
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Theresa Tucker* - neck and back pain
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Zyler Thompson - surgeru, recovery
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Bill Kindred - health (cousin, M.Todd)
- Carolyn Van Grootheest- new sister in Christ - Betty Lee - health (Doug Lee's mom*)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Reed W ilson* - removed wisdom teeth
- Steve Ross - (Gorham*)
- Cindy Marotta - paralyzed (Nunes*)
- Rosemary W ilson - new sister in Christ
- Darlene Salter - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Mary McGriff*- health/ struggles
- Randy McGilberry- heart issues (Burnham*) - Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- John Pace* - health
- Al Sherdan - bladder/ prostatic cancer (Coen)
- Sherryn Canniff - homebound
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Brooks Ann Singley*
- Bobbie Garcia* - Shut In
- Kara Ritchie - blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Linda Mann* - Shut In
- Ted Russell* - health
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Ina Ruth Miller* - Shut In
- Rachel Sullins - struggles / health (Blisse)
- Landyn Strickland - (Freeman*)
- Ruth Phillips*- Shut In
- Laurie Taylor* - health
- Bailey W orrell - brain tumor (Blisse*)
- Jim Pitts* - Berryhill Manor
- Zyler Thompson-syringomyelia(Officer
- David W alther - brain (English*)
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
Thompson's son)
- Debra W hite - (Singley*)
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Julia Torpey* - health
- Rosemary W ilson-breast (Joe's* mom)
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Gloria Vonada*
- Troy Vonada* - Sandy Ridge
- Ruth W illiams*
Mil itar y
- Sharon Webb - rehab (P.Webb's mom)
- Nick Bartell - Misawa Air Base, Japan
- John Bartell - Japan
Ira
and
Joyce
Weaver
Mission W or k s
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Jim W ilson - recovering at home
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Spencer Gable-New London,Groton,CT
- Eliezer Perez - San Lorenzo, Paraguay
- Jan W hitney*
- Javonte' Ganzy - Little Rock (Torpey*)
- Trevor Smoot - Domestic Missions
- Drayton Hale - Lemoore, CA
- ECS, GNT, & GCBC
Students in Col l ege
- Amya Huey* - Chicago
- Haley Bartell
- Ni Mack - Missouri
- Hannah Brown
Expecting Mother s
- Seth Crider
- Alyssa Enterkin*
- Stephen English
- Hannah Newcomb* - August
- Caitlyn Frizzell
- Alina Underwood - April 7
- Kyle Harter
- Jackson Lash
- Nick Webb
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