"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

W el co m e! W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!
Su n d ay - Feb r u ar y 27, 20 22

Pleasin g God is Possible
by Trevor Smoot
Discour agement in Sel f
There are two kinds of Christians in this world: ones that admit they have struggled with confidently pleasing God, and ones
that need to repent of lying (That's a joke. If you've managed to never struggle with this, I'd love to glean from the wisdom God has
blessed you with - Trevor) I imagine most of us have been discouraged when we reflect on our own walk with God, desiring to
please Him. How many times have any of us repeated the same sin, frustrated by doing something we don't want to (Romans
7:15-16)? How many times have we tried to do the right thing for God, only to find out we're wrong (Acts 22:3-4)? Is it even
possible to please God?
This sort of self-criticism can really do a number on our spirituality. We are our own worst critics, as the saying goes. For those
of us who have wondered if God has ever found delight in our lives of service, take heart. He has provided a means of
encouragement: His promises. Some of the Old Testament prophets offer some excellent reminders of this for you and me.
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The Israelites were familiar with feeling discouraged by their performance for
Auditorium
the Lord. In the books of Ezra and Haggai (both written right around the same

time to the same people), the Israelites were urged to rebuild the destroyed
temple after being released from Babylonian/ Persian captivity. They began to
rebuild (Haggai 1:12ff), and eventually got the foundation laid (Ezra 3:8-13).
Many rejoiced in that moment. No surprise there - they'd been captives for 70
years and were finally getting their place of worship back together! Reactions
weren't only joyful, though. You see, even by the finished construction of this
version of the temple, it was simply incomparable to 'Solomon's Temple.'
Those who'd seen its glory and majesty (described with great detail in I Kings
6) wept bitterly instead of rejoicing. They were distressed by its inferiority,
lamenting the loss of what they knew was greater.
We often feel the same, don't we?Hitting the wrong note when singing, not knowing where to find James when it's time to flip
there, or losing a weeks-long Bible study are just a few ways we can feel unsatisfactory to God. (That's to say nothing of when
we slip up with a sin we've struggled with and work so hard to stop). We know we can do better for God, but end up missing
the mark - either by God's standards or our own. "How can God be pleased with me when I'm not doing the aboslute best?" we ask
ourselves.
Faithful ness Pl eases God
Feeling unnecessary shame and guilt really does a number on our spiritual self-esteem in these circumstances. (Personally, I think
a sense of guilt isgood - it givesussomething to feel when we sin, something to avoid! - Trevor) There's no doubt, we definitely need to
be mindful about repentance and turn away from our sin. W hat about when we're trying to do right, though; what about when
we're doing our best? It's just like the Israelites and the new temple. Look at God's response to their sorrow in Haggai 2:5. "My
Spirit remains in your midst. Fear not." Does that sound like God was displeased with their temple? No way. In fact, God
further strengthens their hope with the promise that the "latter glory of this house shall be greater than the former" (Haggai
2:9). They didn't realize it then, but God was talking about His very Son, Jesus Christ (John 2:19ff).
Don't get me wrong: I'm not trying to suggest that we should put in partial effort. That's sinful (Colossians 3:23f), and we can't
have that. Hebrews 11 tells us that "without faith, it is impossible to please God." God clearly has an expectation for us to do our
best. Note what the reverse of Hebrews 11:6, which must also be true, implies. With faith it is possible to please God. Don't let
that open-endedness trick you - the implication here is that, with faith, God promises to be pleased. So don't worry too much
about stuttering in the prayer. You are pleasing God, just like the temple builders of old.

The time has come to face the facts!
Join us for this important seminar.
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Wh y So Ser iou s?
by Casey Bearden
One of my all-time favorite movies is The Dark Knight, and not for one particular reason. It's just well written, well
acted, and it's about Batman. W ho wouldn't love it, right?And if that didn't make it great enough, Heath Ledger portrays, in
my opinion, the greatest comic villain of all-time - the Joker. In this film, that character asks the same question on several
different occasions - "why so serious?" Now, his reasoning was to stir more fear in the hearts of his victims and add to the
mysteriousness of his psyche, but as it pertains to the real world, he may be on to something.
Have you ever been accused of taking yourself or other things too serious? Are there moments that need to be treated
with the utmost respect and seriousness?Sure, but I often wonder, especially as Christians, if we take ourselves and life a little
too serious at times. It's not just a personal opinion, but rather scientific fact. I heard recently that a study revealed that the
average 4 year old laughs 300 times a day, while the average 40 year old laughs only 4. In proving my point, consider how you
responded to that fact... the first thought of most people over the age of 30 was that 300 times a day was way too high, and
that there's no way a person can laugh that much. You see, even our approach to that statement was somewhat pessimistically
serious.
Christians, we need to laugh more. Regardless if we feel that those numbers are possibly skewed, there is no denying that
we don't laugh as much as children. Sure, they don't have many of the stresses and obligations that adults deal with, but could
we benefit from taking a few more moments to have a good, breathtaking laugh?Laughter is a human emotion, created by
God. The book of Proverbs, among others, speaks quite often about the joy that laughter can bring, and even how it effects
the spirit of man. It's funny (no pun intended), but that is exactly what the study brought out. "Research hasshown that laughter
reduceslevelsof stresshormonessuch ascortisol, epinephrine, and dopamine; increaseshealth-enhancing hormones(such asendorphins),
neurotransmitters, and infection-fighting antibodies; and improvesblood flow totheheart?all resulting in greater relaxation and
resistancetodisease, aswell asimproved mood and positiveoutlook...and in theloveliest ways. When welighten up wefeel morepositive
and optimistic, morehopeful and engaged. We'refriendlier, moreresourceful, moreattractive, moreradiantly alive."
Laughing and smiling are contagious - in a good way. Not only is it another way to help our own health, but also another
tool at our disposal to reflect the nature of our God. Laugh. Laugh a lot. Blessings! ~CB
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C O N GREGAT I O N A L PRAYER L I ST
Special
Other Requests / Heal th Issues
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- Gary Coleman - new brother in Christ
- Joan Addison - spot on lung (Brazell*)
- Lakelyn Enterkin - new sister in Christ!
- W inston Burnham*
- Cody Forehand - head injury (Tara's friend)
- Katie Chapman and family*
- Harrison Freeman- tests, waiting on results
- Keturah Dickey - MS (K. Longmire*)
- Bobbie Garcia* - stroke, at home recovering
- Donna Dudley - health/ prayers (S. Davis*)
- Tara Henry* - emergency surgery/ recovery
- Richard and Laura Elliot - (S. Lee* parents)
- Patiana Jackson - SH Hosp. (McGriff*)
- Steve Fulton - pain, health difficulties
- Joshua & Camden - personal (Elsa Nunes*)
- Edna Lewis - surgery recovery (Greg's mom) - Dixie Gorham - former member
- Zeb Hamilton* - health
- Elsa Nunes* - broncitis
- Barbara Pace* - health difficulties, blood clots - Margaret Hamm - rehab (Pace*)
- Barbara Helms*- health
- Michelle Parker- stroke (McGriff*)
- Shantavia Hunt - prayers (English*)
- Trish Powell - kidney failure (Gallagher*)
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Theresa Tucker* - neck and back pain
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Zyler Thompson - surgery 2/ 15
- Bill Kindred - health (cousin, M.Todd)
- Carolyn Van Grootheest- new sister in Christ
- Betty Lee - health (Doug Lee's mom*)
- Rosemary W ilson - new sister in Christ
- Cindy Marotta - paralyzed (Nunes*)
- Mary McGriff*- health/ struggles
Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- Randy McGilberry- heart issues (Burnham*)
- Sherryn Canniff - homebound
- John Pace* - health
- Bobbie Garcia* - Shut In
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Linda Mann* - Shut In
- Kara Ritchie - blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Ina Ruth Miller* - Shut In
- Ted Russell* - health
- Ruth Phillips*- Shut In
- Rachel Sullins - struggles / health (Blisse)
- Jim Pitts* - Forsyth house
- Laurie Taylor* - health
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Zyler Thompson-syringomyelia(Officer
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
Thompson's son)
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Julia Torpey* - health
- Troy Vonada* - Sandy Ridge
- Gloria Vonada*
- Ruth W illiams*
- Sharon Webb - rehab (P.Webb's mom)
Mission W or k s
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Ira and Joyce Weaver
- Eliezer Perez - San Lorenzo, Paraguay
- Jim W ilson - recovering at home
- Trevor Smoot - Domestic Missions
- Jan W hitney*
- ECS, GNT, & GCBC
Expecting Mother s
- Alyssa Enterkin*
- Hannah Newcomb* - August
- Alina Underwood - April 7

Students in Col l ege
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Seth Crider
- Stephen English
- Caitlyn Frizzell
- Kyle Harter
- Jackson Lash
- Nick Webb

Cancer
- Kandi Armand - (W hitney*)
- Justin Barnhart - former member
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Teri Carr - 11/ 17, surgery (Madeline's*)
- Carson Caris - mass/ prayers (Jeanna*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - prostrate (McGriff*)
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
- Marie and Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
- Cheryl Miligan - uterine (J. English*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Shane Reeves - (Bozeman*)
- Steve Ross - (Gorham*)
- Darlene Salter - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Al Sherdan - bladder/ prostatic cancer (Coen)
- Brooks Ann Singley*
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Landyn Strickland - (Freeman*)
- Bailey W orrell - brain tumor (Blisse*)
- David W alther - brain (English*)
- Debra W hite - (Singley*)
- Rosemary W ilson-breast (Joe's* mom)
Mil itar y
- Nick Bartell - Misawa Air Base, Japan
- John Bartell - Japan
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer Gable-New London,Groton,CT
- Javonte' Ganzy - Little Rock (Torpey*)
- Drayton Hale - Lemoore, CA
- Amya Huey* - Chicago
- Ni Mack - Missouri
- Byron Solomon - San Diego
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SERVING W ITH
HONOR
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 27
MORNING
Opening Prayer ................Casey Bearden
Song Director ........................ Mike Scott
Sermon ............................ Trevor Smoot
............................... "In Order to Be Holy"
Scripture Reading ............. Caleb Owens
.....................................Colossians 1:19-23
Ser ving Communion:
Comments ........................... Joe W ilson
Pat Mense ............................... Jim Loftin
Matthew Henry ....................... Jeff Scott
................................................. Joe Taylor
Closing Prayer ........................ Rick Bird
EVENING
Opening Prayer ..................... Mike Scott
Singing ............................... Elliot W ilson
Scripture Reading .............. Steve Fulton
........................................ Romans 3:21-24
Comments ............................. Joe W ilson
W or ship Ser vice and Pr epar ation:
Secure Building........................ Doug Lee
Communion Prep .............. Fisher family
PowerPoint ............................ Larry Coen
Greeters .... Jake and Hannah Newcomb

Vi si t or s:

STAFF

Tr oy Spr adl in ........ Preacher / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
You ar e ou r h on or ed gu est !
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
For more information about the church,
Casey Bear den .............. Family Minister
spiritual topics, our classes, and activities,
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
there is a tract rack at the entrance of the
........................... caseybearden@live.com
auditorium for your convenience.
Bl isse Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
Or, ask any member for assistance.
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
Please take a moment to fill out a
......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com
visitors card, or sign our guest book
so that we might have a record of
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary
your attendance. Thank you!
.................................... cell: 865-443-9856
.................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
MINISTRY
Tr evor Smoot ..... Domestic Missionary
ANNOUNCEMENTS
.................................... cell: 937-417-4297
.......................... smooterii@outlook.com
ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is
ELDERS
Thursday, by noon.
Rick Bir d ................................. 994-3148
BENEVOLENCE
............................ bird1plus3@icloud.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
John Pace ................................. 736-2521
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com
Joe W il son .............................. 206-8350
................................jaw@whsbf-law.com
EDUCATION
CONTACT FOR FEBRUARY:
- Adult and Children Bible classes
Primary ......................................Rick Bird
available on Sundays @9 AM and
Wednesdays @6:30 PM.
Secondary ................................. Doug Lee
- W illing to teach?See Chris Davis!

Th an k y ou f or com i n g!

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director ................... Elliot W ilson
Opening Prayer ............... David English

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin
Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell
Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis*

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 142
AM W orship ..................................... 178
WORSHIP
PM W orship ..................................... 126 - Service Rosters are available on the
Welcome Desk and Margaret Street
Wed. Night Bible Class .................... 115
website (listed under "Archives")
Contribution ............................. $10,866
- If you are having difficulties hearing
the sermon, we have wireless
"LISTEN" devices available in the
TIMESOF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am foyer, located in the Armoire.

Education ............................. Chris Davis*

Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin*
<W iFi Passw or d posted in Foyer >

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin
Finance .............................. Phillip Webb*
Fellowship ............................... Jeff Scott*
OW LS ............................. Stephen Fulton
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders ................. David English
Missions ................................ Mike Scott*
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

