"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

W el co m e! W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!
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" God Laid It On M y Hear t "
by Troy Spradlin
There are two phrase I often hear that I am not so sure the one who is speaking them actually understands what it
is that they are saying. One phrase is, "We have prayed about it and ..." The other is, "God has laid it on my heart."
Now, before I go any further, let me clarify that I am not the judge and it is impossible for me to read anyone's heart.
But, the Bible does say "judge with righteous judgment" (John 7:24), which means I am able to discern whether
certain speech or actions are aligned with the will of God, which is found only in the Bible. According to that
criteria, those two phrases that I mentioned do not appear to be used in a righteous, Scriptural manner.
Context is always important! Here's the context in which I have heard these sentences an eldership (or men) of a congregation publishes a statement that reads something like,
"After much reflection and study, we have decided that the use of instrumental music is
an acceptable form of worship to God. We have prayed about it and believe that God has
laid it on our heart to move forward with this decision." I have also seen this same
format used for adding female leadership into the eldership or pulpits, including baby
dedications, dismissal of the baptism for salvation, partaking the Lord's Supper on
different days, and a host of other worldly constructs for religious practices.
I do not believe that these statements represent the will of God in any way, shape, form, or fashion because I can
find nowhere in Scripture where just praying about something makes some human desire automatically line up with
the will of our Father in heaven (Matt 7:21-23; Rom 11:34). I also find nowhere in Scripture the phrase, or action of
God laying anything on one's heart. W hen peopl e say "they have pr ayed about it" and/ or "God l aid it on their
hear t," it does NOT mean that God has given His appr oval to w hatever it is they ar e tr ying to justify especially if what they are trying to do is unscriptural. If it violates His will, if it is void of Scriptural authority, or
isn't directly addressed in the Bible, then we cannot presume to speak for God or claim that His will is being done!
Moses wrote about ?the prophet who presumes to speak a word in My name?(Deut. 18:20). In that passage, God
made it clear about to whom and how He speaks and doesn't. To presume the Lord has spoken does not mean He
actually has! Just saying you've prayed about something in order to justify some unscriptural matter is really nothing
more than religious masquerading for "permission" - much like the Pharisees did in Jesus' time (Matt 23:27). In fact,
if I can claim that God has laid something on my heart, then why couldn't someone else claim God laid something
complete opposite on their heart?W ho is going to say who is right and who is wrong? No one can - except God.
In fact, the Bible gives us a great example on this subject in 1 Kings 13. There we find a young prophet who
faithfully spoke ?the word of the Lord?and was careful to not violate God's commands (13:2-10). We also find an old
prophet saying something completely different than what the Lord had commanded the younger prophet. He stated,
?I too am a prophet as you are, and an angel spoke to me by the word of the Lord?(13:18). In other words, he made it
sound as if God had "laid something on his heart." But, if you keep reading, the rest of the passage says "he was lying
to him.?The truth was, the Lord had not laid anything on that old prophet?s heart and it certainly wasn't something
that violated His own commands. Let that account of those two prophets be a lesson for us!
God?s W ord is the perfect, complete and is the final standard in all things religious (John 12:48). If you want to
know if God approves of something, then remember what David wrote, ?Your word have I hidden in my heart, that I
might not sin against you,?(Psalm 119:11), THAT is how God lays something on your heart - it happens when you
read His word, study it, meditate upon it, and then "write" His words on your heart! THAT is God's will.
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Pr om ises f r om Ou r Lovin g Fat h er
by DaleJenkins
We live in a media-driven, sit-com saturated, fairytale world. In this made-up world, seldom does anything seriously
wrong happen to us. We are led to believe that life should be comfortable and, that all of our issues can be solved quickly. The
problem is, and all of us know, at least intellectually, that this isn?t reality.
In the real world, we experience pain, sorrow, heartache, loss, separation, mistreatment, temptation, guilt, financial
concerns, health issues, Church problems and family problems. God never told us that being a Christian or being a preacher
means we won?t ever have to deal with these kinds of problems. God never said that everyone will treat us the way they
should, or the way we want to be treated. He does not promise us that our friends and family members will never disappoint
us. W hat He does promise His children is that we will not have to endure any of these alone. Our loving Father promises us
that He will walk with us through whatever trials we face. We are promised that there will be some of His beautiful people
who will help us bear the burdens of life.
Our loving Father does invite us to approach His throne of grace at any time; 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year.
We are promised that He will never quit on us. He does promise us that because Jesus was victorious, we also can win the
victory! He does promise us that if we overcome, we can come over and live with Him forever. He does promise us that if we
glorify Him, we can live with Him forever in glory!
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D O M EST I C M I SSI O N S
Sat an's St r at egies, Issu e 2: Neo-Dar w in ism
by Trevor Smoot
W ithout question, the most notorious weapon in Satan's unnecessary 'religion vs. science' war is evolution. Better
described as Darwininan Evolution, this theory is the familiar one that suggests that all life is ultimately related and gives rise
to more fit organisms (living things) as time goes on. In recent history, it's undergone a bit of a facelift to include genetic
mutation, and now goes by "Neo-Darwinism." W hile Neo-Darwinism (ND) can be daunting when presented by somebody
well-informed, it has clear weaknesses that are important to be aware of. Let's begin by talking about the theory, and later
we'll discuss some likely 'new-to-you' things that are very recent in the realm of what's called "Creation Science."
Named for the infamous Charles Darwin, the man who popularized the
theory and wrote the book abbreviated On the Origin of Species, ND has its
roots in the late 1800's. Remember, a "theory" in the scientific community is a
bit more powerful than the phrase "it's just a theory" implies. W hile not as
strong as a scientific "law," theories are both supported by ample evidence and
can contribute to testable predictions. ND is no exception to this. It is based
on examining extinct organisms (fossils) and living organisms (animals, plants,
bacteria, etc.) and examining "continuity." Continuity essentially refers to the
relationship between organisms (see picture), and "assumes "abiogenesis" and that al l l ife ul timatel y r ose up fr om a singl e
"l ast univer sal common ancestor ." Once continuity is established, organisms are placed into "phylogenetic groups" (a fancy
way of saying "family"). You're familiar with these: "animals," "plants," "birds," "big cats" are all common ways to refer to
various sizes of "phylogenetic groups." Secular biologists relate these groups by analyzing genetics and physical similarity.
This sorting process allows for interesting claims to be made, like calling birds "dinosaurs" or calling humans "great apes." If
we're being honest, after making some critical assumptions, ND can be a pretty threatening presence for the Christian who
finds him or herself locked in a debate with an evolutionist. Fortunately, those assumptions total l y under mine the theor y.
As a response to Neo-Darwinian Evolution, creation biologists have come up with a fascinating field calld "baraminology"
(literally "the study of created kinds"). Baraminology (BAR) began development in the mid-1900's with Frank Lewis Marsh,
and its development continues today under the guidance of Todd W ood and Kurt W ise. W here evolution begins with the
enormousassumption that al l l ife is "continuous" (an assumption based on unifor mitar ianism), BAR begins with the
assumption that the Bible is true, Genesis is literal, and thus "discontinuity" (all life is not related) must be also be true. Instead
of "phylogenetic groups," it organizes organisms into "kinds." Furthermore, it addresses the critical issue of "abiogensis."
Abiogensis assumes life came from non-life, which is exactly what ND must admit if it supposes God does not exist.
Incidentally, science only observes life coming from life, which is "biogenesis." Ironically, the only way abiogenesis could be
true is if a super natur al entity (e.g. God) made it happen (which, of course, iswhat happened). Take note that baraminology
does not suggest that extreme variations within kinds doesn't occur at all. Here's an example of what this creation theory
suggests: during the Flood, a pair of dog-like creatures boarded the Ark. W hen those two left the Ark, they gave rise to all of
"dog-kind" (wolves, foxes, jackals, coyotes) since. It sounds similar to evolution, but it has one key difference (of many):
w her e ND assumes genetic var iation can give r ise to new tr aits, BAR assumes al l genetic var iation w ithin the or iginal "k ind"
sets the boundar y on al l new tr aits w ithin a k ind. In other words, when "microevolution" happens, it is only because it was

possible to begin with, not because mutation made it so.
Neo-Darwinism is not to be underestimated, but it is not the commanding master of science secular folks believe it to be.
Respect those who hold that position, carefully address the assumptions they make, and conviction of God may very well
follow when this strategy of Satan fails.
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- Richard and Laura Elliot - (S. Lee* parents)
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- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Sherryn Canniff - homebound
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Bobbie Garcia* - Shut In
- Betty Lee - health (Doug Lee's mom*)
- Linda Mann* - Shut In
- Cindy Marotta - paralyzed (Nunes*)
- Ina Ruth Miller* - Shut In
- Mary McGriff*- health/ struggles
- Ruth Phillips*- Shut In
- Randy McGilberry- heart issues (Burnham*)
- Jim Pitts* - Sodalis house
- John Pace* - health
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Michelle Parker - home, recovery (McGriff*)
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Troy Vonada* - Sodalis House
- Kara Ritchie - blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Ted Russell* - health
- Rachel Sullins - struggles / health (Blisse)
Mission W or k s
- Laurie Taylor* - health
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Julia Torpey* - health
- Eliezer Perez - San Lorenzo, Paraguay
- Theresa Tucker* - neck and back pain
- Trevor Smoot - Domestic Missions
- Gloria Vonada*
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- Ruth W illiams*
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- Caitlyn Frizzell
- Kyle Harter
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- Jackson Lash
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- Nick Webb
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- Kandi Armand - (W hitney*)
- Justin Barnhart - former member
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Teri Carr - surgery (Madeline's*)
- Carson Caris - mass/ prayers (Jeanna*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - prostrate (McGriff*)
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
- Marie and Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
- Cheryl Miligan - uterine (J. English*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Shane Reeves - (Bozeman*)
- Darlene Salter - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Al Sherdan - bladder/ prostatic cancer (Coen)
- Brooks Ann Singley*
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Landyn Strickland - (Freeman*)
- Donnie Turner - esophageal cancer
- Norma Varner - (S. Davis*)
- Bailey W orrell - brain tumor (Blisse*)
- David W alther - brain (English*)
- Debra W hite - (Singley*)
- Rosemary W ilson-breast (Joe's* mom)
Mil itar y
- Nick Bartell - Misawa Air Base, Japan
- John Bartell - Japan
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer Gable-New London,Groton,CT
- Javonte' Ganzy - Little Rock (Torpey*)
- Drayton Hale - Lemoore, CA
- Amya Huey* - Chicago
- Ni Mack - Missouri
- Byron Solomon - San Diego
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