"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

W el co m e! W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!
Su n d ay - A p r i l 10 , 20 22

Th e Realit y of t h e Cr u sades
by Troy Spradlin
There have been a many atrocities committed over the centuries in the name of religion. Several of the more
prominent occasions include: Islamic Jihadist terrorism since 9/ 11/ 01 (900,000+ casualties); the Jonestown massacre
of 1978 (909 casualties); the Partition of India in 1947 (500,000 casualties); the Taiping Rebellion of the 1800s
(20,000,000 casualties); and the Aztec human sacrifices of the 1500s (1,200,000 casualties), just to name a few. In
every case, countless lives were lost due to senseless fanaticism that had nothing to do with true religion.
Though we don't like to hear it, much less admit it, "Christianity" is by no
means immune to such atrocities either. There were infamous occasions such as:
the 30 Years W ar (500,000 casualties); the Spanish Inquisition (5,000 casualties);
the French W ars of Religion (3,000,000 casualties) and, of course the Crusades
(3,000,000 casualties). Of all those acts of brutality, the Crusades are the favorite
whipping post for many non-believers who want to attack Christianity. For
example, if someone who claims to be a Christian mentions anything about
theviolent practices of Islam, or the barbarities of false religions, then they are
accused of hypocrisy. They are often rebuked with something like, ?You have no room to speak. The Crusades were
just as violent and barbaric, if not more so!?It is a very common argument that's been used in debates for years.
So, is it true? Are we hypocrites? The answer is, ?Yes, and no." The Crusades were, indeed, an absolutely horrible
act, but that does not make one a hypocrite. Just because someone, who associates themselves with my religion, did
something horrible to someone else, does not automatically nullify my right to call out wrongdoing, nor does it make
me a hypocrite. Doing wrong is wrong - ALW AYS - no matter if I am doing it or someone else is doing it.
If your under standing of r el igion invol ves k il l ing someone, then you ar e absol utel y doing it W RONG!
Certainly, if you are killing in the name of Christianity, you are doing it wrong (Matthew 7:22-23; Romans 10:2).
In order to see the reality of the situation, one must look at the fundamental tenets of a religion and then compare
those to what its adherents are doing. The truth is, there absolutely are some religions who promote violence within
their core doctrine. Christianity is NOT one of those religions (that is why I put the word in quotation marks
previously). No where in the New Testament are there commands, examples, or inferences where violence is to be
used to advance the cause of Christ. No where. Yes, it is true that the Old Testament contains some pretty violent
occasions and directives. Those were specific points for a specific nation in very specific circumstances. Yet, even
those instances were not the core tenet of the religion of Israel - loving God and their neighbor was (Deut 6:5; Lev
19:18). Christians are not under that old law, we are only under the law of Christ (Gal 6:2) and violence has no part.
W ith that being said, if one will just do a little research in history and compare it to New Testament doctrine, then
it should be obvious that what was done in the "name of Christ" by those Crusaders was NOT in accordance to God's
will. Instead, it was stoked by zealous, false teachers and certain leaders who propped themselves up in unbiblical
positions, who promised a "fast track to heaven" to anyone who performed that violent "duty" to the death. But, that
is not found in the Bible and it was/ is never a directive from the true church of Christ. Sadly, it all resulted in
millions of misguided souls being lost forever because of artificial religion and corrupt, power hungry plutocrats.
Therefore, appealing to the Crusades (or any atrocity done in the name "Christianity") is not an end-all-rebuttal
for calling out wrong doing by others in the name of religion. They do not represent the true church of our Lord,
nor are they recognized as acting on its behalf. They were just religious zealots acting like carnal men (1 Cor 3:3).
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Lit t le Toy Gu n s
by Casey Bearden
Several years ago, Carrie Underwood released a song titled, "Little Toy Guns". The theme of the song focused on the
damaging impact words can have on us. The chorus of the song went like this - "I wish wordswerelikelittletoy guns- Nosting,
nohurt noone, just a "bang bang" rolling off your tongue. I wish wordswerelikelittletoy guns- Nosmoke, nobullets, nokick from the
trigger when you pull it, nopain, nodamagedone. I wish wordswerelikelittletoy guns." So often, that is how many of us view our
words - "they are not doing anyone any harm." Sure, there are many deadly weapons available and other countless ways in
this world to cause a great deal of harm to another human being. W ords cannot directly take a life, draw blood, or leave a
bruise, but we underestimate the emotional, mental, and spiritual power they contain. The truth is, it is often the subtle,
emotional tactics that cause long-lasting, negative effects on a person, more so than a physical weapon.
The book of James speaks of the dangers that come from the mouths of people, going as far as to compare their impact to
the power of a ship rudder, the ability to start a forest fire, and deadly poison. W ords are deadly and hard to control, which is
why we should always consider what we are saying and how we are saying it. In reference to the comparisons above, those
scenarios have the power to impact the lives of more than one person, which is something to consider when we say
something to someone, or even indirectly about someone. Our words will not only impact the life of the one it is directed at,
but anyone and everyone who hears what is said. The collateral damage of gossip, bad language, or hateful comments can be
more catastrophic than we realize. A person can be emotionally "hanging by a thread", and a mishandled comment can send
them spiraling, potentially setting the stage for some unfortunate and unforeseen circumstances for them, their family, and
friends. Consider those who you gossip about to others... is their view of that person now skewed? Do they feel justified to
spread that gossip to others?Do your kids now look at another person the same way you do because they overheard your
comments about them, even though they do not know them on a personal level?W ords have consequences.
The book of Proverbs contains a great deal of wisdom in reference to how one speaks. Proverbs 12:18 carries a lot of
weight in this context when it says, "Thereisonewhoserash wordsarelikesword thrusts, but thetongueof thewisebringshealing."
You see, the tongue can be a deadly weapon, if not handled properly. Have you said anything hurtful or negative to or about
someone recently?Make it a point to be more mindful of the words you choose to say.
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D O M EST I C M I SSI O N S
Wh o is t h is " Tr evor gu y," an yw ay?
by Trevor Smoot
Hey there! I've been here a couple of months now, and I'm starting to really feel settled. Got you all to thank for that.
Here's the thing - in all this time, I don't know that many of you have ever heard my story, which is important in getting to
know anyone. You may know of my zoo background, and maybe even my love for maple syrup. How did those lead to
ministry, though?Well read on, friend, and see how God has clearly directed my path in this abridged version of my life.
I grew up in the church, raised there by my parents, Tim and Jodi (their 31st anniversary is in May!). They, along with
Grams and Pappy (Mom's parents), laid the foundation for me and my two younger siblings (Brandon, 25; Amanda, 22). As I
grew in those formative years, loving God and Jesus all the while, I also discovered an immense love for dinosaurs. Book after
book I tore through, excited by those awesome beasts that younger me knew God created. This love for the greatest of God's
creatures (Job 40 & 41) eventually developed into a love of all nature, something Dad and Pappy readily supplemented with
regular hunting and fishing trips. My career goal was similar to many children: I wanted to work at the zoo!
From toddlerhood to high-school, I knew I wanted to work with animals. My love for God and His creation fueled that
focus. It didn't take long for me to find the college where I could make that a reality. As such, I turned my sights to Otterbein
University (which is another story in itself) to become part of the pilot class for the Zoo and Conservation Science program.
(fun fact - some large, unnamed broadcasting network nearly made a reality show centered on my class!)
Unfortuntately, things immediately took a sharp turn against my faith in my very first college class. Intro to Bio 1010
opened with one of those "Let-me-see-how-much-you-know" tests (which I was woefully unprepared for. Animals are my
strength, not the cells that make them up). On that "test's" final page was a series of "get-to-know-you" questions, one of
which asked if we believed in evolution, creation, or if we were unsure. Ultimately, it seemed as though the professor sought
to make fools or enemies of those who didn't believe in Neo-Darwinism (evolution). Had it not been for the timely arrival of
my campus ministry group and being introduced to apologetics, I almost certainly would have fallen away. I remember asking
myself, "Does God need to exist?" Terrifying question for an unprepared kid. As it turns out, God had me covered.
Not long after confirming the answer to be a resounding yes, Godmust exist, I began working for my beloved Columbus
Zoo and Aquarium (CZA). I worked in the education department alongside many excellent people, all of whom exposing me
to the different backgrounds souls can have. Four years at the zoo was incredibly fulfilling,
though eventually the pay couldn't keep up with my financial needs. Resolving to acquire some
business skills, I left the zoo. My hope was to return as the CZA's president and CEO in order to
run it better, so I began that journey (so I thought) by becoming the general manager of my home
town's Anytime Fitness.
I immediately hated the job with Anytime. Fitness is something worth believing in, because a
little is certainly good (I Timothy 4:8). A portion of the model just didn't sit right with me. W hile
I was searching for an out - not out of convenience, but of necessity - it occurred to me I was
essentially functioning as an evangelist for Anytime. "W hy am I not doing this for God?" I asked
myself. My search for preaching schools began, which led me to Bear Valley, which led me to Margaret Street.
It's impossible for me to give you every minute, yet crucial, detail of my story up to here. Truthfully, giving you a little
background was merely a secondary goal. (You are welcome to ask for any clarifying detail, if you're curious) As for my
primary goal, I hope you noticed something. Do you realize that it was largely my love of dinosaurs as a child which paved the
way for my path into ministry?I can almost trace God's fingerprints throughout the years of my life! In the same way, I hope
you can reflect on your life to see how God has perhaps worked in yours (Philemon 15; Proverbs 16:9). Oh! I didn't even
mention how maple got involved. Definitely be sure to ask me about how I intend to use maple syrup, grape vineyards, and
apple orchards as a ministry during the later years of my life.

SERVING W ITH
HONOR
SUNDAY, APRIL 10
MORNING
Opening Prayer ......... Dane Harrington
Song Director .............. Mason Chandler
Sermon ............................. Troy Spradlin
....................... "UnmistakableDistinctions"
Scripture Reading ................. Joe Bartell
.................................. Philippians 3:16-21
Ser ving Communion:
Comments ....................... David English
Blake Hatcher ..................... Brett Napier
Jack Davis ........................ Trevor Smoot
............................................... Justin Davis
Closing Prayer ...................... Joe W ilson
EVENING
Opening Prayer ................ Rhett English
Singing .............................. Elliot W ilson
Scripture Reading ........ Michael English
....................................... 2 Timothy 2:1-2
Comments ........................ David English
W or ship Ser vice and Pr epar ation:
Secure Building........................ Jeff Scott
Communion Prep.... David English fam.
PowerPoint ......................... Lori Mense
Greeters: Joe Taylor & Mason Chandler

Vi si t or s:

STAFF

Tr oy Spr adl in ........ Preacher / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
You ar e ou r h on or ed gu est !
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
For more information about the church,
Casey Bear den .............. Family Minister
spiritual topics, our classes, and activities,
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
there is a tract rack at the entrance of the
........................... caseybearden@live.com
auditorium for your convenience.
Bl isse Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
Or, ask any member for assistance.
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
Please take a moment to fill out a
......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com
visitors card, or sign our guest book
so that we might have a record of
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary
your attendance. Thank you!
.................................... cell: 865-443-9856
.................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
MINISTRY
Tr evor Smoot ..... Domestic Missionary
ANNOUNCEMENTS
.................................... cell: 937-417-4297
.......................... smooterii@outlook.com
ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is
ELDERS
Thursday, by noon.
Rick Bir d ................................. 994-3148
BENEVOLENCE
............................ bird1plus3@icloud.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
John Pace ................................. 736-2521
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com
Joe W il son .............................. 206-8350
................................jaw@whsbf-law.com
EDUCATION
CONTACT FOR APRIL
- Adult and Children Bible classes
Primary ......................................John Pace
available on Sundays @9 AM and
Wednesdays @6:30 PM.
Secondary .............................. Joe W ilson
- W illing to teach?See Chris Davis!

Th an k y ou f or com i n g!

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES
WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director ................... Brody Crider
Opening Prayer ..................... Joe Bartell

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin
Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell
Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis*

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 163
WORSHIP
AM W orship ..................................... 183
- Service Rosters are available on the
PM W orship ..................................... 113
Welcome Desk and Margaret Street
Wed. Night Bible Class .................... 124
website (listed under "Archives")
Contribution .............................. $11,635 - If you are having difficulties hearing
the sermon, we have wireless
"LISTEN" devices available in the
TIMESOF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am foyer, located in the Armoire.

Education ............................. Chris Davis*

Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin*
<W iFi Passw or d posted in Foyer >

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin
Finance .............................. Phillip Webb*
Fellowship ............................... Jeff Scott*
OW LS ............................. Stephen Fulton
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders ................. David English
Missions ................................ Mike Scott*
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

C O N GREGAT I O N A L PRAYER L I ST
Special
- Scarlett Bearden - loss of mother (Bearden*)
- Angela Bibinis - kidney (McGriff*/ Pace*)
- Lewis Camp - NICU, prayers (Hatcher*)
- Zee Christopher* - TIA, recovery
- Gary Coleman* - emergency health issues
- Josiah Stephenson - severe reflux, answers
- Harrison Freeman*- MRI rescheduled 4/ 21
- Lewis* family - passing of Edna
- Yvonne Loomis - prayers, health (Nunes*)
- Barbara Pace* - W FH, prayers
- Josh Thompson - personal
- Zyler Thompson - recovery
Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- Sherryn Canniff - homebound
- Bobbie Garcia* - Shut In
- Linda Mann* - Shut In
- Ina Ruth Miller* - Shut In
- Ruth Phillips*- Shut In
- Jim Pitts* - Sodalis house
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Troy Vonada* - Sodalis House
Mission W or k s
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Eliezer Perez - San Lorenzo, Paraguay
- Trevor Smoot - Domestic Missions
- ECS, GNT, & GCBC
Students in Col l ege
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Seth Crider
- Stephen English
- Caitlyn Frizzell
- Kyle Harter
- Jackson Lash
- Nick Webb

Other Requests / Heal th Issues
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- Joan Addison - spot on lung (Brazell*)
- Joshua & Camden - personal (Elsa Nunes*)
- W inston Burnham*
- Katie Chapman and family*
- Keturah Dickey - MS (K. Longmire*)
- Donna Dudley - health/ prayers (S. Davis*)
- Richard and Laura Elliot - (S. Lee* parents)
- Steve Fulton - pain, health difficulties
- Bobbie Garcia* - stroke, recovering
- Dixie Gorham - former member
- Zeb Hamilton* - health
- Barbara Helms*- health
- Shantavia Hunt - prayers (English*)
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Betty Lee - health (Doug Lee's mom*)
- Cindy Marotta - paralyzed (Nunes*)
- Mary McGriff*- health/ struggles
- Randy McGilberry- heart issues (Burnham*)
- John Pace* - health
- Michelle Parker - home, recovery (McGriff*)
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Kara Ritchie - blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Ted Russell* - health
- Rachel Sullins - struggles / health (Blisse)
- Laurie Taylor* - health
- Julia Torpey* - health
- Theresa Tucker* - neck and back pain
- Gloria Vonada*
- Ruth W illiams*
- Sharon Webb - rehab (P.Webb's mom)
- Ira and Joyce Weaver
- Jan W hitney*
Expecting Mother s
- Alyssa Enterkin* - June
- Hannah Newcomb* - August
- Alina Underwood - April 7

Cancer
- Kandi Armand - (W hitney*)
- Justin Barnhart - former member
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Teri Carr - surgery (Madeline's*)
- Carson Caris - mass/ prayers (Jeanna*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - prostrate (McGriff*)
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
- Marie and Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
- Cheryl Miligan - uterine (J. English*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Shane Reeves - (Bozeman*)
- Darlene Salter - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Al Sherdan - bladder/ prostatic cancer (Coen)
- Brooks Ann Singley*
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Landyn Strickland - (Freeman*)
- Donnie Turner - esophageal cancer
- Norma Varner - (S. Davis*)
- Bailey W orrell - brain tumor (Blisse*)
- David W alther - brain (English*)
- Debra W hite - (Singley*)
Mil itar y
- Nick Bartell - Misawa Air Base, Japan
- John Bartell - Japan
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer Gable-New London,Groton,CT
- Javonte' Ganzy - Little Rock (Torpey*)
- Drayton Hale - Lemoore, CA
- Amya Huey* - Chicago
- Ni Mack - Missouri
- Byron Solomon - San Diego
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