"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

W el co m e! W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!
Su n d ay - A p r i l 17, 20 22

For given ess is t h e Key!
by Troy Spradlin
Today, [this Easter holiday] many people are focusing on the Resurrection of Jesus. Today, many will remember
what He did, will sing praises to His name, and sermons will be preached about that incredible, earth shattering
moment ... and that's truly wonderful. I'm thankful Jesus becomes a part of everyday conversations around this time
of year. But in that, we should never get so distracted by the wonder of the resurrection that we overlook the true
purpose of it - it was God providing access to forgiveness and salvation for all of mankind. That's most important!
Our Creator has a very specific purpose for His creation, and that is to give reverence
to Him by obeying His commands, because this is what we were created for (Ecc 12:13).
Unfortunately, mankind brought sin into the world and now "all have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God" (Rom 3:23). Since sin is an infraction of His will, it not only
separates us from Him, but it also demands justice. According to the Bible, His justice
requires blood - meaning one's life, (Romans 6:23). So, God provided a means for justice
to be served while His creation could also obtain forgiveness (John 3:16; Rom 5:8, 6:17).
Even before Jesus was nailed to that cross, later to exit that tomb risen from the dead, He gave His disciples a
glimpse of what was to come. He taught, in the Model Prayer, "... and forgive us our sins, as we have forgiven those
who have sinned against us" (Matt 6:12 - ISV). Forgiveness would, indeed, be made available to all those who obey
the Gospel (2 Thess 1:8; Acts 2:38, 22:16; Eph 1:3-7). However, there is a specific caveat that one must adhere to if
they desire to preserve that forgiveness from God, which goes beyond obeying the Gospel. In order to secure the free
gift of salvation, which brings forgiveness of sin, we must also forgive others! Of course, most everyone wants
forgiveness, but they often don't want to extend forgiveness to others. The Bible teaches we cannot beg God for
mercy for our own souls and then turn around and demand justice be served regarding someone who has sinned
against us! If God loved us enough to extend mercy toward us, then we must love our neighbor enough to give
mercy to them (Matt 5:44; 6:14-15). In other words, we need to acknowledge that if God can forgive our debts
against Him (which are numerous and unpayable by us), then we must reflect His love toward others by forgiving
those who have wronged us (which by comparison, is infinitesimal to what we owe God).
The manner in which Christians are to forgive others is explained in Matt 18:15-20 and Luke 17:1-5. If we repent,
then God is faithful and just to forgive us (also cf. 1 John 1:9). If someone sins against us, we must first go to them not wait for them to come to us with an apology. If they repent, then we are to forgive them. In every case,
forgiveness is about restoring a broken relationship caused by an offense (sin). Thus, forgiveness is conditional
because a relationship cannot be repaired unless both parties involved want it to be. Both sides must acknowledge
the offense and have the desire to reconcile. That is what God did for us by sending His Son into the world. He did it
because He wants us to be with Him in heaven. W hen we obey the Gospel, we demonstrate that we also want to be
in a right relationship with Him. Forgiveness is the only means for achieving reconciliation. Therefore, the true
heart of forgiveness is a desire to restore a broken relationship. It is the kind of heart God has toward us.
So, do you have a heart for forgiveness? Do you desire to forgive those who may have hurt you in order to restore
the relationship? Forgiveness and reconciliation can only happen if both parties desire it. God proved to us that He
desires to repair the broken relationship and is willing to forgive. That is what we need to see on this day! The
empty tomb is incredible, but the forgiveness brought through salvation is immeasurable! We want it and need it,
because we have sinned! Let us not forget that we must also extend the same toward others if we want to receive it.
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YO U T H & FA M I L Y M I N I ST RY

"But asfor you, continuein what you havelearned and havebecomeconvinced of, becauseyou know thosefrom whom you
learned it, and how from infancy you haveknown theHoly Scriptures,which areabletomakeyou wisefor salvation through
faith in Christ Jesus. All ScriptureisGod-breathed and isuseful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, sothat theservant of God may bethoroughly equipped for every good work." - 2 Timothy 3:14-17

D O M EST I C M I SSI O N S
Goliat h Pr ide
by Trevor Smoot
I'm always amazed by God's W ord and how ingrained in society It truly is. However hard folks try to remove Him and
His influence, being rid of Him is impossible. There are tons of examples why this is true, but one of the clearest is the story of
David and Goliath. Even the most secular folks will describe an underdog story as a "David and Goliath" situation. Goliath's
name is so synonymous with 'giant,' a large number of animals actually include his name as part of their own (a name fairly
likely assigned by someone who didn't believe in God)! It's a pretty cool observation, I think, even though seems to offer a
little too much glory on Goliath's behalf. Goliath almost certainly wouldn't have had a problem with that, though. No doubt
his ego would've been bolstered, for example, if he knew the heaviest beetle in the world carries his namesake. Let's look back
on the familiar story of David and Goliath and take a look at his pride in this brief, important encounter from I Samuel 17.
I Samuel 17 starts on in the first couple verses by setting the stage for this classic story. Israel and Philistia were gathered
in Elah and Socoh (I Sam. 17:1-3). The passage takes off quickly by introducing a man of unbelievable size and strength - "six
cubits and a span" (a measurement coming out to an incredible 9.5 feet). Equipped with a mighty spear and weighty armor (I
Sam. 17:4-7), it's easy to believe why Israel was afraid of him (I Sam. 17:11). To taunt Israel, he claimed his championship
of Philistia (v. 8), challenged Israel to send a man to kill him (v. 9), and he defied the ranks of Israel (v. 10). The following
day, he annoucned these same things (v. 23). Clearly, Goliath was "confident" in himself.
Enter David, a young boy responsible for tending to his father's sheep (v. 20). Arriving
to the battlefield, per his father's request (vv. 17-19), he showed up just in time to hear
Goliath repeat himself (v. 23). David, clearly frustrated with Goliath, inquired about who
was going to shut him up for taunting the armies of God (v. 26). Eventually, David found
his way into king Saul's tent to discuss this giant problem (pun intended). In his
conversation, he informed Saul the k ing's ser vant would contend with the Philistine (v.
32). Saul challenged this, but David peristed, again noting that his (Saul 's) ser vant had
already killed a lion and bear, and this qualified him to tackle the taunter of God's army (v.
36). Take careful note what he says next: "And David said, 'The Lor d w ho del iver ed me
from the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, He will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine'" (I Sam. 17:37).
After an armor fitting didn't go so well, David gathered some stones for his sling, and approached the battlefield (vv. 38-40).
Goliath, seeing this, began taunting David. "Am I a dog that you come at me with sticks?...Come to me and I will give
your flesh to the birds of the sky..." (I Sam. 17:43-44). David didn't skip a beat saying, "You come to me with [your weapons],
but I come to you in in the name of the Lor d of hosts, the God of the ar mies of Isr ael , who you have taunted. This day,
the Lor d w il l del iver you into my hands...the battl e is the Lor d's" (I Sam. 17:45-47). Not long after, Golaith fell, as well
as the army he represented (vv. 48-53). The young David was right - the battle did belong to the Lord.
So, probably nothing particularly new there. It is, after all, a story so familiar even the secular world is aware of it.
However: did you catch those bol d w or ds, highlighting the times Goliath referred to himself and his own greatness?No less
than 7 times as depicted in the text! In fact, he repeated himself, so that number is probably higher. He was filled with pride so
greatly, he lost his head over it (pun intended). Consider David, then, in contrast. Highlighted in bol d and under l ines,
David constantly put himself in submission to both his earthly and heavenly Kings. Even those times he referred to himself (v.
36), it was only to introduce the greatness of God and He deliverance. He trusted in God, W ho gave him a shot, and felled the
irreverent Goliath (pun intended; last time, I promise).
In the greater context of I Samuel, the story is mostly meant to highlight David's greatness and Saul's weakness, as well as
showing God's deliverance for Israel. Carefully looking at this text, certainly in a way the world hasn't appreciated, themes of
humility and pride can help us learn how to carry our attitude toward the Lord. We should consider having a shepherd boy's
humility, not some Goliath pride.

SERVING W ITH
HONOR
SUNDAY, APRIL 17
MORNING
Opening Prayer .................. Pete Pierce
Song Director ................. Casey Bearden
Sermon ............................. Troy Spradlin
................................ "TheCleansing Blood"
Scripture Reading .................. Rick Bird
......................................... 1 Peter 1:13-25
Ser ving Communion:
Comments ......................... Phillip Webb
Blake Hatcher ..................... Brett Napier
Jack Davis ........................ Trevor Smoot
............................................... Justin Davis
Closing Prayer ........................ Doug Lee
EVENING
Opening Prayer ............. Jake Newcomb
Singing ............................ Casey Bearden
Scripture Reading .......... Blake Hatcher
.............................................. Luke 1:5-19
Comments ........................ Phillip Webb
W or ship Ser vice and Pr epar ation:
Secure Building............... Casey Bearden
Communion Prep.... David English fam.
PowerPoint ......................... Lori Mense
Greeters: Joe Taylor & Mason Chandler

Vi si t or s:

STAFF

Tr oy Spr adl in ........ Preacher / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
You ar e ou r h on or ed gu est !
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
For more information about the church,
Casey Bear den .............. Family Minister
spiritual topics, our classes, and activities,
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
there is a tract rack at the entrance of the
........................... caseybearden@live.com
auditorium for your convenience.
Bl isse Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
Or, ask any member for assistance.
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
Please take a moment to fill out a
......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com
visitors card, or sign our guest book
so that we might have a record of
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary
your attendance. Thank you!
.................................... cell: 865-443-9856
.................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
MINISTRY
Tr evor Smoot ..... Domestic Missionary
ANNOUNCEMENTS
.................................... cell: 937-417-4297
.......................... smooterii@outlook.com
ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is
ELDERS
Thursday, by noon.
Rick Bir d ................................. 994-3148
BENEVOLENCE
............................ bird1plus3@icloud.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
John Pace ................................. 736-2521
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com
Joe W il son .............................. 206-8350
................................jaw@whsbf-law.com
EDUCATION
CONTACT FOR APRIL
- Adult and Children Bible classes
Primary ......................................John Pace
available on Sundays @9 AM and
Wednesdays @6:30 PM.
Secondary .............................. Joe W ilson
- W illing to teach?See Chris Davis!

Th an k y ou f or com i n g!

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director ................... Elliot W ilson
Opening Prayer ............. Stephen Fulton

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES
Administration .................. Troy Spradlin
Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell
Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis*

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 164
AM W orship ..................................... 205
PM W orship ..................................... 118
Wed. Night Bible Class .................... 128
Contribution ................................ $9,709

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the
Welcome Desk and Margaret Street
website (listed under "Archives")
- If you are having difficulties hearing
the sermon, we have wireless
"LISTEN" devices available in the
TIMESOF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am foyer, located in the Armoire.
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm <W iFi Passw or d posted in Foyer >
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

Education ............................. Chris Davis*
Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin
Finance .............................. Phillip Webb*
Fellowship ............................... Jeff Scott*
OW LS ............................. Stephen Fulton
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders ................. David English
Missions ................................ Mike Scott*
Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin*
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

C O N GREGAT I O N A L PRAYER L I ST
Special
Other Requests / Heal th Issues
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- Those traveling for convention!
- Joan Addison - spot on lung (Brazell*)
- Dakota Broughton - new brother in Christ!
- Joshua & Camden - personal (Elsa Nunes*)
- Scarlett Bearden - loss of mother (Bearden*)
- W inston Burnham*
- Angela Bibinis - kidney (McGriff*/ Pace*)
- Katie Chapman and family*
- Lewis Camp - NICU, prayers (Hatcher*)
- Keturah Dickey - MS (K. Longmire*)
- Zee Christopher* - TIA, recovery
- Donna Dudley - health/ prayers (S. Davis*)
- Gary Coleman* - emergency health issues
- Richard and Laura Elliot - (S. Lee* parents)
- Josiah Stephenson-severe reflux, answers
- Steve Fulton - pain, health difficulties
- Harrison Freeman*- MRI rescheduled 4/ 21
- Bobbie Garcia* - stroke, recovering
- Lewis* family - passing of Edna
- Dixie Gorham - former member
- Yvonne Loomis - prayers, health (Nunes*)
- Zeb Hamilton* - health
- Barbara Pace* - prayers for health
- Barbara Helms*- health
- Brittany Parker - restored back to Christ!
- August Eugene Smith -cleft palate (J.English*) - Shantavia Hunt - prayers (English*)
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Josh and Zyler Thompson
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Chip & Alina Underwood - baby due!!
- Betty Lee - health (Doug Lee's mom*)
- Cindy Marotta - paralyzed (Nunes*)
Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- Mary McGriff*- health/ struggles
- Sherryn Canniff - homebound
- Randy McGilberry- heart issues (Burnham*)
- Bobbie Garcia* - Shut In
- John Pace* - health
- Linda Mann* - Shut In
- Michelle Parker - home, recovery (McGriff*)
- Ina Ruth Miller* - Shut In
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Barbara Pace* - Pruitt House
- Kara Ritchie - blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Ruth Phillips*- Shut In
- Ted Russell* - health
- Jim Pitts* - Sodalis house
- Rachel Sullins - struggles / health (Blisse)
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Laurie Taylor* - health
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Julia Torpey* - health
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Theresa Tucker* - neck and back pain
- Troy Vonada* - Sodalis House
- Gloria Vonada*
- Ruth W illiams*
- Sharon Webb - rehab (P.Webb's mom)
Mission W or k s
- Ira and Joyce Weaver
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Jan W hitney*
- Eliezer Perez - San Lorenzo, Paraguay
- Trevor Smoot - Domestic Missions
- ECS, GNT, & GCBC
Expecting Mother s
- Alyssa Enterkin* - June
Students in Col l ege
- Hannah Newcomb* - August
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Seth Crider
- Stephen English
- Caitlyn Frizzell
- Kyle Harter
- Jackson Lash
- Nick Webb

Cancer
- Kandi Armand - (W hitney*)
- Justin Barnhart - former member
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Teri Carr - surgery (Madeline's*)
- Carson Caris - mass/ prayers (Jeanna*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - prostrate (McGriff*)
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
- Marie and Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
- Cheryl Miligan - uterine (J. English*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Shane Reeves - (Bozeman*)
- Darlene Salter - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Al Sherdan - bladder/ prostatic cancer (Coen)
- Brooks Ann Singley*
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Landyn Strickland - (Freeman*)
- Donnie Turner - esophageal cancer
- Norma Varner - (S. Davis*)
- Bailey W orrell - brain tumor (Blisse*)
- David W alther - brain (English*)
- Debra W hite - (Singley*)
Mil itar y
- Nick Bartell - Misawa Air Base, Japan
- John Bartell - Japan
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer Gable-New London,Groton,CT
- Javonte' Ganzy - Little Rock (Torpey*)
- Drayton Hale - Lemoore, CA
- Amya Huey* - Chicago
- Ni Mack - Missouri
- Byron Solomon - San Diego
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