"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

W el co m e! W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!
Su n d ay - A p r i l 24 , 20 22

Ar e You a " Tr u e Wor sh iper " ?
by Troy Spradlin
W hether we want to believe it or not, all of mankind is a creature of worship. We will worship ... something.
W orship simply means "to bow down before; give reverence and honor to someone, or something." Many religious
minded people bow before God the Father in Christian worship, while others bow at the altar of false gods, idols,
ideologies, and philosophies. Still others, who are more worldly, will render devoted homage to things like money,
politics, fame, sports, recreation, science or some other personal tenet. The fact is, we are creatures of worship.
As a Christian, have you ever given much consideration to preparing for and then
entering into worship? Are you the type that just shows up at the appointed time and
then respectfully waits for it to end so you can get back to other things in your life? Or, do
you conscientiously look forward to the occasion, making special preparations for it, and
then actively participating in it with joy and thanksgiving? There is a distinction and this
is a very important matter to consider, because Jesus explained, "But the hour is coming,
and now is, when the tr ue w or shiper s will worship the Father in spir it and tr uth; for
the Father is seeking such to worship Him." (John 4:23) God desires true worshipersto come into His presence. W hat
is a trueworshiper?It is he/ she that worships in spirit and truth. Truth is referring to doctrine - the instruction which
God has given us. To worship "in spirit" has to do with your disposition - your frame of mind concerning worship.
So, are you a true worshiper of God?Here are few questions to consider regarding worshiping in truth and spirit.
No. 1- Do you r ecognize that God is the audience, not you?Our Western culture has become very accustomed
to attending entertainment venues where the seating is arranged toward one direction, usually a central focal point,
like a stage. We then passively expect the people/ thing in our focal point to entertain us. Afterward, we pass a
judgment about whether or not the venue succeeded in entertaining us. But, that is not at all how worship works!
Yes we have seats and a stage, but it is US that is being observed! We are the "performers" if you will, because we are
there for God's purposes, not our own. It isn't about entertainment for us, it is about bringing honor and glory to
Him, our Creator. Understanding this will greatly affect your attitude toward worship. After all, what do you think
we will be doing in heaven?John gives us a glimpse into what it will be like; read Revelation chapters 4 and 5.
No 2 - Ar e you obser ving the commands and patter ns for w or ship? The New Testament church in the first
century demonstrated a very clear pattern of worship. Through inspiration, God gave very specific commands for
acceptable worship (just like He did for the Jews in the Old Law). We are to sing (Eph 5:19; 1 Cor 14:15), and pray
(Matt 56:5-15; 1 Cor 14:15), as well as, preach the word (Acts 20:7) and give (1 Cor 16:2). The central part of
worship is participation in the Lord's Supper (1 Cor 11:23-29). All of this takes place on the first day of the week. We
have no authority to add to or change this pattern/ doctrine for worship. It is how we worship "in truth."
No 3 - Do you see it as a famil y gather ing? The word "church" comes from a Greek word (ekklesia) which
means "assembly, or congregation." Church isn't something we go to, it is who we are; we are the assembly, or the
"body of Christ" (Colossians 1:18). It is even described as a "family" in Eph 2:19 and 3:15. W orship of the first
century Christians involved corporate worship - that is a family (brothers and sisters in Christ) congregating together
to carry out the five acts/ aspects of adoration, or reverence to God (1 Cor 11:18; Acts 20:7). It was never individuals
separated in isolation. God desires His family to assemble to worship Him - just like we will do in heaven!
So, on the day of worship, ask yourself these questions in order to see if you are prepared as a "true worshiper." If
the answer to all three is "Yes," then, you will be pleasing to God and to Him be the glory!
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YO U T H & FA M I L Y M I N I ST RY

"But asfor you, continuein what you havelearned and havebecomeconvinced of, becauseyou know thosefrom whom you
learned it, and how from infancy you haveknown theHoly Scriptures,which areabletomakeyou wisefor salvation through
faith in Christ Jesus. All ScriptureisGod-breathed and isuseful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, sothat theservant of God may bethoroughly equipped for every good work." - 2 Timothy 3:14-17

D O M EST I C M I SSI O N S
Th e Tr u e Tem ple's Splen dor
by Trevor Smoot
W hile the advent of Catholicism brought about many infamous things, its contribution to the field of architecture is
unmistakable. Beautiful cathedrals, sprawling convents, and modest, though purposeful, monastaries dot the landscape where
Catholicism's arm has reached. Indeed, many modern places where the church (and its denominations) gather can likely trace
some of their buildings' designs to this portion of Christendom. Particularly in the case of ornate cathedrals, it's hard to not
consider the grandeur of the temple as constructed by Solomon (I Kings 6). Recalling the temple's beauty should also bring to
mind the grand plan associated with it.
Though the original temple wasn't particularly large compared to many buildings today, it was an architectural giant of
its kind and time. Despite being approximately 2700ft2 with a 45ft roof, making it no slouch of a structure to be sure, its size
was its least impressive attribute. W ith lovely windows, "prepared stone" and cedars as its makeup, and a front porch leading
to enormous doors for entry, even the temple's outward appearance was a visual masterpiece. Inside, however, was a
spectacle in an artistic league of its own. Gold inlay and overlay made the inside extravegant, especially the depictions of
cherubim and engravings of trees and flowers. Even the outside of the doors were covered in gold and ornate carvings. It's a
wonder the temple isn't considered one of the marvels of the ancient world!
Magnificent though the temple was, however, it was destroyed and plundered nearly 340 years after its construction. The
southern kingdom of Judah was felled under king Zedekiah's rule (II Kings
25:1-7) and led into Babylonian captivity, all this a warned result of their
disobedience (Deuteronomy 28). King Nebuchadnezzar was sure to plunder the
temple for all it was worth, including the silver, gold, and even bronze that
decorated its walls and pillars (II Kgs. 25:8-21). (As an aside, the Bible here makes
no mention of the contents which were in the Holy of Holies [i.e. the ark of the
covenant, the cherubim statues, lampstands, etc.], though it seems reasonable to
me that these were among the things pillaged by Babylon. We will likely never
know). It was a tremendous blow to the Israelites, and understandably so - it was
God who delivered them into Babylonian hands (II Chronicles 36:17).
God, fully vindicated by His promise in Deuteronomy 28, also promised Israel
that He would likewise release them from captivity after a span of 70 years
(Jeremiah 29:10f). Release them He did, and they were returned to Jerusalem
under the (foretold) rule by Cyrus the Persian (II Chr. 36:22-23; Isaiah 44:28). Of course, as the Israelites returned, they found
only the ruined temple. Compelled by God (through His prophet Haggai) to rebuild it, Israel ultimately rebuilt their house of
worship (Haggai 1:14-15). This temple, while nothing like that of old, was acceptable to God (Hag. 2:1-4). Its inferiority to
'Solomon's temple' was clearly noticed by many, including Zerubbabel, but God provided hope. "'The latter glory of this house
will be greater than the former,' says the Lord of hosts, 'and in this place I will give peace,' declares the Lord of hosts" (Hag.
2:9). W hile Herod would go on to build up the temple to a greater magnitude than even Solomon's, the "glory" God referred
to had little to do with a huge, decorated building.
"Jesus answered them, 'Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up'" (John 2:19). Those Jews listening scoffed
at Christ as He made this statement, this because they didn't listen carefully enough. He wasn't referring to the magnificent
42-year project of Herod's administration. No, "He was speaking of the temple of His body" (John 2:21). It was never God's
intention for the temple to be the 'end-all, be-all' centerpoint of worship. Christ was His plan. In fact, this instance in John
was significant enough for the disciples to understand the Scriptures and believe in Jesus' word. We should be mindful of this
same reality today - God and Jesus should our focus in all aspects of our worship and daily lives, not just when we're
contained within the walls of an auditorium. After all, the true splendor of the temple is the resurrection of Christ, not a
fancy-schmancy structure of gold, stained glass, or stone.

SERVING W ITH
HONOR
SUNDAY, APRIL 24
MORNING
Opening Prayer ................... Mike Scott
Song Director .................... Paul Lipford
Sermon ............................ Trevor Smoot
........................ "SoThat You May Not Sin"
Scripture Reading ...... Darrell Bozeman
..............................................John 15:1-12
Ser ving Communion:
Comments .............................. Jeff Scott
Blake Hatcher ..................... Brett Napier
Jack Davis ....................... Casey Bearden
.............................................. Justin Davis
Closing Prayer ........................ John Pace
EVENING
Opening Prayer .................. Greg Lewis
Singing .............................. Caleb Owens
Scripture Reading ........ Stephen Fulton
..............................................
Comments .............................. Jeff Scott
W or ship Ser vice and Pr epar ation:
Secure Building.................... Pete Pierce
Communion Prep.... David English fam.
PowerPoint ......................... Lori Mense
Greeters: Joe Taylor & Mason Chandler

Vi si t or s:

STAFF

Tr oy Spr adl in ........ Preacher / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
You ar e ou r h on or ed gu est !
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
For more information about the church,
Casey Bear den .............. Family Minister
spiritual topics, our classes, and activities,
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
there is a tract rack at the entrance of the
........................... caseybearden@live.com
auditorium for your convenience.
Bl isse Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
Or, ask any member for assistance.
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
Please take a moment to fill out a
......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com
visitors card, or sign our guest book
so that we might have a record of
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary
your attendance. Thank you!
.................................... cell: 865-443-9856
.................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
MINISTRY
Tr evor Smoot ..... Domestic Missionary
ANNOUNCEMENTS
.................................... cell: 937-417-4297
.......................... smooterii@outlook.com
ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is
ELDERS
Thursday, by noon.
Rick Bir d ................................. 994-3148
BENEVOLENCE
............................ bird1plus3@icloud.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
John Pace ................................. 736-2521
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com
Joe W il son .............................. 206-8350
................................jaw@whsbf-law.com
EDUCATION
CONTACT FOR APRIL
- Adult and Children Bible classes
Primary ......................................John Pace
available on Sundays @9 AM and
Wednesdays @6:30 PM.
Secondary .............................. Joe W ilson
- W illing to teach?See Chris Davis!

Th an k y ou f or com i n g!

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director ................... Brody Crider
Opening Prayer ................... Josh Owen

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin
Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell
Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis*

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 121
AM W orship ..................................... 145
WORSHIP
PM W orship ..................................... 100 - Service Rosters are available on the
Welcome Desk and Margaret Street
Wed. Night Bible Class .................... 148
website (listed under "Archives")
Contribution ................................ $8,982
- If you are having difficulties hearing
the sermon, we have wireless
"LISTEN" devices available in the
TIMESOF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am foyer, located in the Armoire.

Education ............................. Chris Davis*

Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin*
<W iFi Passw or d posted in Foyer >

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin
Finance .............................. Phillip Webb*
Fellowship ............................... Jeff Scott*
OW LS ............................. Stephen Fulton
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders ................. David English
Missions ................................ Mike Scott*
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

C O N GREGAT I O N A L PRAYER L I ST
Special
Other Requests / Heal th Issues
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- Dakota Broughton - new brother in Christ!
- Joan Addison - spot on lung (Brazell*)
- Scarlett Bearden - loss of mother (Bearden*)
- Joshua & Camden - personal (Elsa Nunes*)
- Angela Bibinis - kidney (McGriff*/ Pace*)
- W inston Burnham*
- Lewis Camp - NICU, doing better (Hatcher*)
- Katie Chapman and family*
- Gary Coleman* - emergency health issues
- Keturah Dickey - MS (K. Longmire*)
- Harrison Freeman*- MRI results
- Donna Dudley - health/ prayers (S. Davis*)
- Lewis* family - passing of Edna
- Richard and Laura Elliot - (S. Lee* parents)
- Yvonne Loomis - prayers, health (Nunes*)
- Steve Fulton - pain, health difficulties
- Pace family* - loss of Barbara
- August Eugene Smith -cleft palate (J.English*) - Bobbie Garcia* - stroke, recovering
- Dixie Gorham - former member
- Josh and Zyler Thompson
- Zeb Hamilton* - health
- Chip & Alina Underwood - baby Mila born!
- Barbara Helms*- health
- Shantavia Hunt - prayers (English*)
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Sherryn Canniff - homebound
- Betty Lee - health (Doug Lee's mom*)
- Bobbie Garcia* - Shut In
- Cindy Marotta - paralyzed (Nunes*)
- Linda Mann* - Shut In
- Mary McGriff*- health/ struggles
- Ina Ruth Miller* - Shut In
- Randy McGilberry- heart issues (Burnham*)
- Ruth Phillips*- Shut In
- John Pace* - health
- Jim Pitts* - Sodalis house
- Michelle Parker - home, recovery (McGriff*)
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Kara Ritchie - blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Josiah Stephenson-severe reflux, answers
- Troy Vonada* - Sodalis House
- Rachel Sullins - struggles / health (Blisse)
- Laurie Taylor* - health
- Julia Torpey* - health
Mission W or k s
- Theresa Tucker* - neck and back pain
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Gloria Vonada*
- Eliezer Perez - San Lorenzo, Paraguay
- Ruth W illiams*
- Trevor Smoot - Domestic Missions
- Sharon Webb - rehab (P.Webb's mom)
- ECS, GNT, & GCBC
- Ira and Joyce Weaver
Students in Col l ege
- Jan W hitney*
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Seth Crider
Expecting Mother s
- Alyssa Enterkin* - June
- Stephen English
- Hannah Newcomb* - August
- Caitlyn Frizzell
- Kyle Harter
- Jackson Lash
- Nick Webb

Cancer
- Kandi Armand - (W hitney*)
- Justin Barnhart - former member
- Kathryn Bollinger - (Gallagher*)
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Teri Carr - surgery (Madeline's*)
- Carson Caris - mass/ prayers (Jeanna*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - prostrate (McGriff*)
- Lisa (Dixon) Johnson - (McGriff*)
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
- Marie and Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
- Cheryl Miligan - uterine (J. English*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Shane Reeves - (Bozeman*)
- Darlene Salter - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Al Sherdan - bladder/ prostatic cancer (Coen)
- Brooks Ann Singley*
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Landyn Strickland - (Freeman*)
- Donnie Turner - esophageal cancer
- Norma Varner - (S. Davis*)
- Bailey W orrell - brain tumor (Blisse*)
- David W alther - brain (English*)
- Debra W hite - (Singley*)
Mil itar y
- Nick Bartell - Misawa Air Base, Japan
- John Bartell - Japan
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer Gable-New London,Groton,CT
- Javonte' Ganzy - Little Rock (Torpey*)
- Drayton Hale - Lemoore, CA
- Amya Huey* - Chicago
- Ni Mack - Missouri
- Byron Solomon - San Diego
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