
W elcom e! W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!
Su n day -  M ay 1, 20 22

"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

Fri & Sat, Feb 18-19th - 6:00 pm
Sunday, Feb 20th - 9:00 & 10:00 am

Auditorium

The time has come to face the facts!
Join us for this important seminar.

BEWARE!
by Troy Spradlin

    At the conclusion of a special seminar being conducted by a world-renowned detective, on the topic of 
"Anti-Counterfeit Measures: Identification of Falsified Currency," a group of cadets eagerly approached the 
investigator. They inquired, "How did you to learn all those different types of counterfeits? There must be thousands 
of variations!" The detective politely smiled and replied, "I never studied a single counterfeit. Instead, I focused all of 
my efforts on learning every minute detail of the true original. With that, it is easy to identify any fake."  

    In a similar sense, the apostle Paul wrote to the Christians in Colosse, "Beware lest 
anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, 
according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to Christ." (Colossians 2:8 - 
NKJV). Notice that Paul doesn't go on to provide an outline, describe in any detail, or 
focus at all on what those philosophies, traditions, or principles might be. Instead, he 
simply directs all attention to Christ. It is the same principle that the investigator had applied. Essentially, Paul is 
saying, "Keep your eyes on Jesus. Concentrate on the truth of God's word and all counterfeits will be quickly 
exposed." It really is that simple! If we learn all we can about the Bible, then we won't be easily deceived by forgeries.

    Beware! Paul begins his warning with a word that means "to use discernment, or to perceive by the senses." In 
other words, a Christian should use cognizant vigilance "lest anyone cheat you," or as some other translations render 
it, "take you captive" (NASB, ESV); "fool you" (CEV); or "rob you" (LITV) through those deceptive, artificial devices. 
We can infer that Paul is condemning any system of thought that does not completely depend on Christ. The truth 
is, every Christian is in danger of being mislead by false teachers (2 Peter 2:1), unwittingly adapting worldly rituals 
(Mark 7:9), or wrongly placing confidence in human wisdom (Luke 18:9). This is exactly why Paul exhorts the 
disciples of Jesus to keep growing in the faith (Colossians 3:1-2), which only comes from the Bible (Romans 10:17). 

    The ful lness of the Godhead bodi ly. Why focus solely on Jesus and not delve into those worldly matters? It is 
because Jesus was one hundred percent deity and one hundred percent human, not part one and part the other (John 
10:30; Hebrews 4:15). The word used here for "Godhead" is found only once in the New Testament and is sometimes 
translated as "Deity." There is no one like Jesus. He was Deity in the flesh. The whole idea of the Godhead - meaning 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit as one and also separate - is a rather difficult concept for the finite human 
mind to comprehend. Yet, it is because of Jesus' unique nature of becoming Deity in the flesh that allows Him to fully 
know and understand us as human beings, while at the same time, fully knowing and understanding God. With such 
perspective and knowledge, there is no greater system of thought (faith) that's been made available to mankind.  

    You are complete in Him. Think about that. If Jesus is the "fullness" of both Deity and "bodily" humanity, then 
adhering to His teaching, aspiring to His example, and relying on His wisdom is all that one needs. It can bring an 
obedient, faithful disciple to "completion," or being "filled." Paul uses that same word for "complete" in his letter to 
the Philippians saying, "God shall supply [same word] all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus" (4:19). 
The identical principle is also found in that Scripture can thoroughly equip and complete the follower of Christ (2 
Timothy 3:16-17). Therefore, Jesus is all you need (John 13:15, 14:6, Hebrews 1:1-2)! There is no salvation in any 
other (Acts 4:12), nor can anything else lead one to righteousness. In fact, it should be obvious that such singular 
focus will help one to better love God with all their heart, soul, mind, and strength (Mark 12:30).  

    The bottom line is this, focus solely on God's word! Why waste time or energy on anything else? Worldly 
philosophy, tradition, or principles can't get you into heaven. Knowing His word and His will can!  
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YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

"But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you 
learned it, and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures,which are able to make you wise for salvation through 

faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work." - 2 Timothy 3:14-17



Sat an's St rat egies, Issue 3: Hist or ical Cr it ical Met hod
byTrevor Smoot

Powerful weapons of war are as intimidating as they are dangerous. Imagine being opposed to a military who adopted 
chariots, gunpowder, or helicopters at their invention. You'd certainly find yourself quaking in your sandals or boots. No 
doubt, the Bible is similarly frightening to Satan (albeit in a far greater way than any man-made weapon). As long as there 
have been powerful militaries and weapons, though, there have been saboteurs trying to limit how effective they can be. For 
our only true enemy, he likewise seeks to sabotage God's word every chance he gets. While secular biology often opposes the 
Bible and attempts to battle it head-on, the historical-critical method from secular archaeology attempts to subvert 
Scripture at its divinely inspired source. Let's take a critical look at the historical-critical method (HCM) to see if this allegedly 
"objective" method of interpreting history and determine just how unbiased it truly is. Spoilers: it isn't. 

HCM isn't often highlighted in apologetic conversations, unsurprising when Neo-Darwinism (see "Satan's Strategies, Issue 
2") and radiometric dating hog the spotlight with their animals and fossils. The historical-critical method is the process by 
which secular historians critically analyze historical documents of all eras, and the Bible is no exception. While many claim 
their goal is to discern the 'evolution of anthropology' (how human culture has changed throughout the years), they 
ultimately give no regard to the Bible's claims, trying to undermine them. This method employs three primary analytical 
principles in an attempt to take an objective look at the events of history: criticism/probability, 
correlation, and analogy.

Criticism/probability, as a principle of HCM, categorically invites skepticism when 
analyzing all historical claims. It suggests that, regardless of likelihood (probability), nothing 
from history should be accepted as a certainty (e.g. it is very likely that Alexander the Great was 
an emperor, but we technically cannot know for certain because we didn't witness it firsthand). 
As a result, this principle suggests the Bible is not absolute in either its moral teachings or 
historical events.

Correlation is the principle in which the HCM's creator, Ernst Troeltsch, suggests all events 
of history are interconnected exclusively in a natural context. Troeltsch, in suggesting this, 
essentially attempts to eliminate the interaction God has with the physical world as depicted in 
the Bible (Creation, miracles, direct revelation, etc.). 

Finally, analogy is related heavily to uniformitarianism ("Satan's Strategies, Issue 1"), 
supposing that all alleged facts from history must have some modern-day equivalent (e.g. Mt. 
Vesuvius could have erupted because volcanoes erupt today). Because miraculous events do not 
occur in the openly perceivable way today as they did during the Biblical era, the analogy 
principle removes them from the historical record for analysis altogether. 

While this method attempts to prevent subjectivity from forming in its use, it is clearly not 
objective in its own suppositions. It first assumes that nothing from history can be inherently 
reliable. This seems reasonable at first, as firsthand witness feels more credible than firsthand testimony. However, it loses 
reason when realizing it forces all historical claims, including those made in the Bible, to prove their own historicity (which, 
despite being a faulty argument, the Bible has done so by way of the three major literary criticism techniques, another 
day's topic). Further, HCM assumes "only that which is natural can occur in history," this because that which is natural is all 
we observe today. Doing so does not treat claims of the supernatural reasonably, becoming guilty of circular reasoning (e.g. 
"miracles could not happen in history because miracles can't happen"). Perhaps most guilty of these principles is "analogy," 
and it's not difficult to see why. The logical conclusion this principle must make is to assume that unique events from 
history did not happen. Sorry, Mr. Aldrin and Mr. Armstrong - guess you didn't land on the moon after all. 

Secular claims against the validity of God's existence, the Bible's inerrancy, and Christ's historicity are plentiful and 
threatening to many. It is foolish to underestimate the danger these lies pose, given who the "father of lies" is (John 8:44). 
However, patient, critical thought is more than enough to sufficiently answer the "wisemen" of our age. Trust in God Who 
"knows the reasonings of the wise, that they are useless" (I Corinthians 3:20). Satan is right to fear the Bible as a great weapon 
of war. God has equipped us with "the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God" (Ephesians 6:17).
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SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, MAY 1

ELDERS
Rick  Bird ................................. 994-3148 
............................ bird1plus3@icloud.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com 
John Pace ................................. 736-2521 
.......................... fphanrang1966@aol.com 
Joe Wilson .............................. 206-8350 
................................jaw@whsbf-law.com

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 

Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell 

Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis* 

Education ............................. Chris Davis* 

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin 

Finance .............................. Phillip Webb* 

Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 

OWLS ............................. Stephen Fulton 

Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 

Lads to Leaders ................. David English 

Missions ................................ Mike Scott*  

Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin* 

Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden  

Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

 CONTACT FOR APRIL 
Primary ......................................John Pace 
Secondary .............................. Joe Wilson

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is 

Thursday, by noon.

BENEVOLENCE

 EDUCATION
- Adult and Children Bible classes 

available on Sundays @ 9 AM and 
Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM. 

- Willing to teach? See Chris Davis!

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the 

Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- If you are having difficulties hearing 
the sermon, we have wireless 
"LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire.

<WiFi Password posted in Foyer>

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradl in ........ Preacher /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Bl isse Hatcher  ............. Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  ......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com 
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 865-443-9856
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
Trevor  Smoot  ..... Domestic Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 937-417-4297
  .......................... smooterii@outlook.com

MORNING 
Opening Prayer .................  Josh Owens 
Song Director .............. Mason Chandler 
Sermon ............................ Troy Spradlin 
....................... "Sole Authority of Scripture" 
Scripture Reading ............ Elliot Wilson 
................................... Philippians 3:16-21      

Serving Communion: 
Comments ...................  Richard McCool 
Blake Hatcher ............... Matthew Henry 
David English ....................... Pete Pierce 
................................................. Mike Scott 
Closing Prayer ........................ Rick Bird 

EVENING 
Opening Prayer ..................... Joe Taylor 
Singing .................................. Pete Pierce 
Scripture Reading .......  Michael English 
............................................ James 1:19-25
Comments ..................  Richard McCool 

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building............... Richard Fisher 
Communion Prep..........  Louise Englsh 
PowerPoint .................... Brooks Singley 
Greeters:... Winston and Lola Burnham

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director ................... Elliot Wilson 
Opening Prayer ...................... Rick Bird

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 179
AM Worship ..................................... 214 
PM Worship ...................................... 121  
Wed. Night Bible Class ..................... 145 
Contribution............................... $11,421

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm



CO N GREGAT IO N A L  PRAYER L I ST

CHECK OUT OUR NEW:

!Lesson #11

Phil l ip Webb's house

Thurs. Nov 18 @ 6:30 pm

Joe King's house
Lesson 16

Special   
- Dakota Broughton - new brother in Christ!
- Scarlett Bearden - loss of mother (Bearden*)
- Angela Bibinis - kidney (McGriff*/Pace*)
- Gary Coleman* - emergency health issues
- Harrison Freeman*- MRI results
- Lewis* family  - passing of Edna
- Yvonne Loomis - prayers, health (Nunes*)
- Pace family* - loss of Barbara
- August Eugene Smith -cleft palate (J.English*)
- Rachel Sullins -wisdom teeth removed (Blisse)
- Josh and Zyler Thompson
- Chip & Alina Underwood - baby Mila  born!

 
Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 

- Sherryn Canniff - homebound
- Bobbie Garcia* -  Shut In
- Linda Mann* - Shut In 
- Ina Ruth Miller* - Shut In
- Ruth Phillips*-  Shut In
- Jim Pitts* - Sodalis house
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Troy Vonada* - Sodalis House

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Eliezer Perez - San Lorenzo, Paraguay
- Trevor Smoot - Domestic Missions
- ECS, GNT, & GCBC 

Students in Col lege
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Seth Crider
- Stephen English
- Caitlyn Frizzell
- Kyle Harter
- Jackson Lash
- Nick Webb 

Other  Requests /  Heal th Issues 
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- Joshua & Camden - personal (Elsa Nunes*)
- Winston Burnham*
- Katie Chapman and family*
- Keturah Dickey - MS (K. Longmire*)
- Donna Dudley - health/prayers (S. Davis*) 
- Richard and Laura Elliot - (S. Lee* parents)
- Steve Fulton - pain, health difficulties
- Bobbie Garcia* - stroke, recovering
- Dixie Gorham - former member
- Zeb Hamilton* - health 
- Barbara Helms*- health 
- Shantavia Hunt - prayers (English*) 
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Betty Lee - health (Doug Lee's mom*)
- Cindy Marotta - paralyzed (Nunes*) 
- Mary McGriff*- health/ struggles
- Randy McGilberry- heart issues (Burnham*) 
- John Pace* - health
- Michelle Parker - home, recovery (McGriff*)
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Kara Ritchie - blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Josiah Stephenson-severe reflux, answers
- Julia Torpey* - health
- Theresa Tucker* - neck and back pain
- Gloria Vonada*   
- Ruth Williams* 
- Sharon Webb - rehab (P.Webb's mom) 
- Ira and Joyce Weaver 
- Jan Whitney*

Expecting Mothers
- Alyssa Enterkin* - June
- Hannah Newcomb* - August

Cancer  
- Kandi Armand - (Whitney*)
- Justin Barnhart - former member 
- Kathryn Bollinger - (Gallagher*)
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Teri Carr - surgery (Madeline's*)
- Carson Caris - mass/prayers (Jeanna*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - prostrate (McGriff*)
- Lisa (Dixon) Johnson - (McGriff*)
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
- Marie and  Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
- Cheryl Miligan - uterine (J. English*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Shane Reeves - (Bozeman*)
- Darlene Salter - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Al Sherdan - bladder/prostatic cancer (Coen)
- Brooks Ann Singley*
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Landyn Strickland - (Freeman*)
- Donnie Turner - esophageal cancer
- Norma Varner - (S. Davis*)
- Bailey Worrell - brain tumor (Blisse*)
- David Walther - brain (English*)
- Debra White - (Singley*) 

Mil i tary
- Nick Bartell - Misawa Air Base, Japan
- John Bartell - Japan
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer Gable-New London,Groton,CT
- Javonte' Ganzy - Little Rock (Torpey*)
- Drayton Hale - Lemoore, CA
- Amya Huey* - Chicago
- Ni Mack - Missouri
- Byron Solomon - San Diego
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