
 The Enormous Pain of Grief

    ?Grief is like being in a deep dark pit with no way out,? the couple from a grief support class wrote.  In asking our 
class participants to write down in their own words the meaning of grief, the couple added,

Grief is a feeling of being under a dark veil that you cannot lift.  
There is a feeling that there is something heavy across your heart 

and a tight band that is around your head.   
Grief is total despair.  

Grief is a feeling of helplessness that seems unbearable.

    The above-mentioned definition is a heart-felt meaning of what 
happens when grief invades a person?s or family?s life.  Grief, from the 
Latin word, gravis, means ?heavy.?  Indeed, if there has ever been an 
understatement for a word, that has to be one!  Grief is one of the most 
debilitating expressions of emotion that a person can ever imagine.  Grief 
is an all-encompassing emotion that can cause a person to feel as if all of 
the problems of the world have suddenly been placed upon their back and 
on their heart!

    Webster?s New Collegiate Dictionary defines grief as a ?deep and 
poignant distress caused by or as if by bereavement.?  

    In our work with people that have dealt with the loss of something or 
someone precious to them, we have found grief to be an individual 
experience, generally a painful feeling of sadness that usually follows an 
actual loss or precedes an anticipated loss.

    Please notice the emphasis that we have given to the idea of grief being 
a loss of SOME THING as well as SOME ONE!  So often we think of 
grief as being ?one-dimensional,? while grief is experienced in so many 
other areas of a person?s life besides the death of an individual.  While it is 
true that we normally think of grief when a loved one dies, grief is just as 
prevalent over the loss of other things as well.  

    We have been looking forward to being with the Margaret Street congregation for our grief workshop.  We want 
our time together to be as practical and useful as possible to people that are hurting.  This workshop is for caregivers 
and ?potential? caregivers that want to learn what to do to help others in this time of need.  

    May God bless all of us as we strive to share ?His? love, ?His? heart, and become ?His? hands of help to all people in 
any kind of grief situation.

Ron Williams, Minister                             Don Williams, Executive Director
Lincoln Church of Christ                      North Alabama Christian?s Children Home

  

W elcom e! W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!
Su n day -  M ay 15, 20 22

"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

6745 Margaret  St reet  /  m argarst @bellsout h.net  /  850.623.8191
www.m argaret st reet churchofchr ist .org

What  Happens When Your  Wor ld Crashes In?



YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

by Casey Bearden
We took our daughter to eat at one of her favorite places - Panda Express. Don't judge, everybody likes some good 

Chinese food every once in a while. As we were sitting there enjoying our food and time together, I noticed a sign on the wall 
that read, "Be kind to those who are near, and those who are far will come." - Ancient Chinese Proverb. I thought about how true that 
was, and then immediately thought about how Biblical it was as well. 

A scripture we often quote at Margaret Street is John 13:34-35 - "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one 
another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love 
for one another." So many other passages could apply here as well, but the message has everything to do with love, and the 
attention and appeal it can bring. When it comes to Jesus and being followers of His, we can't be truly successful without 
loving each other and others around us. Paul speaks to that in 1st Corinthians 13: 1-3, with his message being that it doesn't 
matter what we do to promote Jesus if the right spirit doesn't accompany the action.

As it pertains to the Chinese Proverb, it would do us well to consider how we interact with our Christian brothers and 
sisters. We all want the church to grow, but the true growth begins with us and the relationships we have with one another. 
People who are consider "far" (strangers, visitors, etc.) will come and join what we have, and God will allow that growth, 
when He, and they, witness and experience the love we show and share together. May we always be purposeful about loving 
and being kind to those who are near, so those who are far will come. Blessings! ~CB

It  St ar t s Here



The Purpose of  Fear
by Trevor Smoot

The Chronicles of Narnia is familiar to most, that fantastical series written by C.S. Lewis. First and most well-known in the 
series, is The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, which contains a favorite scene of mine. When the four child protagonists 
(Peter, Susan, Edmond, and Lucy) enter the home of Mr. and Mrs. Beaver, they are informed of the Great Lion, Aslan. Susan 
and Lucy ask whether or not he is safe, as the talking beavers clearly seem excited for his coming. "Safe?" said Mr. Beaver, 
"Who said anything about safe? 'Course he isn't safe. But he's good." Aslan, a clear Christ allegory, is a character in these 
books who is both to be revered for his goodness and feared for his power.  "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction" (Proverbs 1:7), and C.S. Lewis captures that well in the words of Mr. 
Beaver. Fear is, a crucial component of our walk with God, so we need to have a firm grip on what use it has in our spiritual 
journey; indeed, God is good, though He isn't "safe."

First, and foremost, is this: the fear of God is not merely a "reverent respect" for Him. What we translate as "fear" in the 
English is originally phobos in the Greek (y?r?? in the Hebrew). Does phobos look familiar? If you're somebody who suffers 
from a "phobia," it certainly might! Supposing you have such a frightful aversion to something to describe it as a phobia, I 
imagine "reverent respect" isn't really what you have in mind. For instance, I deal with "acrophobia," the fear of heights. 
When possible, I avoid them; when not, I move painstakingly slow for fear of the slip. 

    Could you argue I "respect" the potential hazards of heights such that I'm 
not reckless when up in the air? Sure! But let me tell you, mortality was what 
went through my mind when slipping on lose dirt crossing the Sawtooth 
Ridge up in the Rockies - not respect. Consider the words of Paul to the 
church at Philippi. "[W]ork out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it 
is God who is at work in you..." (Philippians 2:12-13). When climbing that 
mountain, you better believe I worked out each trembling step fearfully. Fear 
of God should look similar to the person immobilized by the presence of a 
spider or the one fleeing the great flame of a wildfire, though on an even 
greater scale. It is our spiritual mortality which is on the line! Fearing the 
wrath of God should mean we're terrified of His capacity for justice. Much 
like Mr. Beaver said, God isn't "safe."
   Having said that, the fear of God isn't the ultimate expression of faithfulness 

in Him. He isn't some wrathful tyrant who is waiting for people to fail so He can condemn them, despite the assertions of 
some. Better said, He isn't a tyrant (an abuser of fear and law) at all!  "He isn't safe, but He's good." God is good, and His desire 
is for none to perish (II Peter 3:9). Even though that desire of His won't happen, simply knowing He wants the collective 
salvation of all clearly shows there's more to Him than wrath. In fact, more often than not, sin - which evokes the wrath of 
God - is more often associated with salvation, forgiveness, and the love of God than it is with His punishment of it.  What's 
more, God is cal led "love" (I John 4:8) and is never cal led "w rath." Look back to Proverbs 1:7. "The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of knowledge." If there is a beginning, there is also an end, and the apostle John has some tremendous insight 
regarding this 'end.' 

"There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment, and the one who fears is not 
perfected in love" (I John 4:18). Here, John puts fear and love at odds, almost as opposites. Implied here is this: eventually, our 
love for God will make it so our fear isn't our primary motivator to worship Him. Note that John doesn't tell us that the one 
who fears isn't saved; rather, the one who fears isn't perfected in love. Whoever finds fear as a primary motivation for their 
obedience to God simply hasn't obtained a mature love. Once that happens, we won't focus on our fear of the Lord - just our 
love for Him. (Please note - if this applies to you, being someone who is still in the throes of fear in God's wrath, find comfort 
knowing that doesn't make you a lesser Christian. Indeed, have confidence knowing that, if you continue in the Light as He is 
in the Light, you will find yourself more focused on your love for God than your fear one day.)

Having a perfected love is the eventual goal that fear plays in us. Consider the child who initally dreads his mother's 
warning, "Just wait until your father gets home," after disobedience. Eventually, he obeys his mother simply for lover. So is 
our relationship with God. Nevertheless, we should never totally lose our fear of the Lord. God is always capable of 
expressing His wrath, so we always need to have a fear for Him. Just because He's good doesn't mean He's "safe." 

D O M EST I C M I SSIO N S



SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, MAY 15

ELDERS
Rick  Bird ................................. 994-3148 
............................ bird1plus3@icloud.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com  
Joe Wilson .............................. 206-8350 
................................jaw@whsbf-law.com

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 

Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell 

Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis* 

Education ............................. Chris Davis* 

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin 

Finance .............................. Phillip Webb* 

Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 

OWLS ............................. Stephen Fulton 

Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 

Lads to Leaders ................. David English 

Missions ................................ Mike Scott*  

Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin* 

Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden  

Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

 CONTACT FOR MAY 
Primary .................................. Joe Wilson 
Secondary ................................. Rick Bird

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is 

Thursday, by noon.

BENEVOLENCE

 EDUCATION
- Adult and Children Bible classes 

available on Sundays @ 9 AM and 
Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM. 

- Willing to teach? See Chris Davis!

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the 

Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- If you are having difficulties hearing 
the sermon, we have wireless 
"LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire.

<WiFi Password posted in Foyer>

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradl in ........ Preacher /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Bl isse Hatcher  ............. Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  ......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com 
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 865-443-9856
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
Trevor  Smoot  ..... Domestic Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 937-417-4297
  .......................... smooterii@outlook.com

MORNING 
Opening Prayer ....................... Jeff Scott 
Song Director .................... Paul Lipford 
Sermon ............................ Ron Williams 
.."What Jesus Teaches About Grief and Loss" 
Scripture Reading ............. Brody Crider 
........................................ Matthew 5:2-12  

Serving Communion: 
Comments ........................  Phillip Webb 
Blake Hatcher ............... Matthew Henry 
David English ....................... Pete Pierce 
................................................. Mike Scott 
Closing Prayer ........................ Doug Lee 

EVENING 
Opening Prayer ...................... Jack Davis  
Singing ........................... Mason Candler 
Scripture Reading .............. Brett Napier 
....................................... Romans 12:9-15  
Comments .......................  Phillip Webb 

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building...................... Doug Lee 
Communion Prep..........  Louise Englsh 
PowerPoint ........................ Lori Mense 
Greeters:... Winston and Lola Burnham

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director ................... Caleb Owens 
Opening Prayer ................. Phillip Webb

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 165
AM Worship ..................................... 220 
PM Worship ...................................... 149  
Wed. Night Bible Class ..................... 134 
Contribution............................... $11,062

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm



CO N GREGAT IO N A L  PRAYER L I ST

CHECK OUT OUR NEW:

!Lesson #11

Phil l ip Webb's house

Thurs. Nov 18 @ 6:30 pm

Joe King's house
Lesson 16

Special   
- Connie Bartell* - COVID
- Dakota Boughton - new brother in Christ!
- Scarlett Bearden - loss of mother (Bearden*)
- Gary Coleman* - emergency health issues
- Harrison Freeman*- no tumors! 
- Lewis* family  - passing of Edna
- Yvonne Loomis - prayers, health (Nunes*)
- Barbara Lundy* - knee surgery
- Pace family* - loss of Barbara
- Sue Perritt* - COVID 
- August Eugene Smith -cleft palate (J.English*)
- Rachel Sullins -wisdom teeth removed (Blisse)
- Joe Taylor* - quadruple heart bypass surgery
- Josh and Zyler Thompson
- Chip* & Alina Underwood - baby Mila born!
- Tyler Weaver family -passing, ATV accident

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 
- Sherryn Canniff* - homebound
- Bobbie Garcia* -  Shut In
- Linda Mann* - Shut In 
- Ina Ruth Miller* - Shut In
- Ruth Phillips*-  Shut In
- Jim Pitts* - Sodalis house
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Troy Vonada* - Sodalis House

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Eliezer Perez - San Lorenzo, Paraguay
- Trevor Smoot - Domestic Missions
- ECS, GNT, & GCBC 

Students in Col lege
- Hannah Brown
- Seth Crider
- Stephen English
- Caitlyn Frizzell
- Jackson Lash
- Nick Webb 

 Other  Requests /  Heal th Issues 
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- Joshua & Camden - personal (Elsa Nunes*)
- Winston Burnham*
- Katie Chapman and family*
- Keturah Dickey - MS (K. Longmire*)
- Donna Dudley - health/prayers (S. Davis*) 
- Richard and Laura Elliot - (S. Lee* parents)
- Steve Fulton - pain, health difficulties
- Bobbie Garcia* - stroke, recovering
- Dixie Gorham - former member
- Zeb Hamilton* - health 
- Barbara Helms*- health 
- Shantavia Hunt - prayers (English*) 
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Betty Lee - health (Doug Lee's mom*)
- Cindy Marotta - paralyzed (Nunes*) 
- Mary McGriff*- health/ struggles
- Randy McGilberry- heart issues (Burnham*) 
- John Pace* - health
- Michelle Parker - home, recovery (McGriff*)
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Kara Ritchie - blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Josiah Stephenson-severe reflux, answers
- Julia Torpey* - health
- Theresa Tucker* - neck and back pain
- Gloria Vonada*   
- Ruth Williams* 
- Sharon Webb - rehab (P.Webb's mom) 
- Ira and Joyce Weaver 
- Jan Whitney*

Expecting Mothers
- Alyssa Enterkin* - June
- Hannah Newcomb* - August

           

Cancer  
- Kandi Armand - (Whitney*)
- Justin Barnhart - former member 
- Kathryn Bollinger - (Gallagher*)
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Teri Carr - surgery (Madeline's*)
- Carson Caris - mass/prayers (Jeanna*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - prostrate (McGriff*)
- Lisa (Dixon) Johnson - (McGriff*)
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
- Marie and  Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
- Cheryl Miligan - uterine (J. English*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Shane Reeves - (Bozeman*)
- Darlene Salter - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Al Sherdan - bladder/prostatic cancer (Coen)
- Brooks Ann Singley*
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Landyn Strickland - (Freeman*)
- Donnie Turner - esophageal cancer
- Norma Varner - (S. Davis*)
- Bailey Worrell - brain tumor (Blisse*)
- David Walther - brain (English*)
- Debra White - (Singley*) 

Mil i tary
- Nick Bartell - Misawa Air Base, Japan
- John Bartell - San Diego
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer Gable-New London,Groton,CT
- Javonte' Ganzy - Little Rock (Torpey*)
- Drayton Hale - Lemoore, CA
- Amya Huey* - Chicago
- Ni Mack - Missouri
- Byron Solomon - San Diego
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