"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

W el co m e! W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!
Su n d ay - M ay 15, 20 22

Wh at Happen s Wh en You r Wor ld Cr ash es In ?
The Enormous Pain of Grief
?Grief is like being in a deep dark pit with no way out,?the couple from a grief support class wrote. In asking our
class participants to write down in their own words the meaning of grief, the couple added,
Grief isa feeling of being under a dark veil that you cannot lift.
Thereisa feeling that thereissomething heavy acrossyour heart
and a tight band that isaround your head.
Grief istotal despair.
Grief isa feeling of helplessnessthat seemsunbearable.
The above-mentioned definition is a heart-felt meaning of what
happens when grief invades a person?s or family?s life. Grief, from the
Latin word, gravis, means ?heavy.? Indeed, if there has ever been an
understatement for a word, that has to be one! Grief is one of the most
debilitating expressions of emotion that a person can ever imagine. Grief
is an all-encompassing emotion that can cause a person to feel as if all of
the problems of the world have suddenly been placed upon their back and
on their heart!
Webster?s New Collegiate Dictionary defines grief as a ?deep and
poignant distress caused by or as if by bereavement.?
In our work with people that have dealt with the loss of something or
someone precious to them, we have found grief to be an individual
experience, generally a painful feeling of sadness that usually follows an
actual loss or precedes an anticipated loss.
Please notice the emphasis that we have given to the idea of grief being
a loss of SOME THING as well as SOME ONE! So often we think of
grief as being ?one-dimensional,? while grief is experienced in so many
other areas of a person?s life besides the death of an individual. W hile it is
true that we normally think of grief when a loved one dies, grief is just as
prevalent over the loss of other things as well.
We have been looking forward to being with the Margaret Street congregation for our grief workshop. We want
our time together to be as practical and useful as possible to people that are hurting. This workshop is for caregivers
and ?potential?caregivers that want to learn what to do to help others in this time of need.
May God bless all of us as we strive to share ?His?love, ?His?heart, and become ?His?hands of help to all people in
any kind of grief situation.
Ron W illiams, Minister
Lincoln Church of Christ

Don W illiams, Executive Director
North Alabama Christian?s Children Home
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It St ar t s Her e
by Casey Bearden
We took our daughter to eat at one of her favorite places - Panda Express. Don't judge, everybody likes some good
Chinese food every once in a while. As we were sitting there enjoying our food and time together, I noticed a sign on the wall
that read, "Bekind tothosewhoarenear, and thosewhoarefar will come." - Ancient ChineseProverb. I thought about how true that
was, and then immediately thought about how Biblical it was as well.
A scripture we often quote at Margaret Street is John 13:34-35 - "A new commandment I givetoyou, that you loveone
another: just asI haveloved you, you alsoaretoloveoneanother. By thisall peoplewill know that you aremy disciples, if you havelove
for oneanother." So many other passages could apply here as well, but the message has everything to do with love, and the
attention and appeal it can bring. W hen it comes to Jesus and being followers of His, we can't be truly successful without
loving each other and others around us. Paul speaks to that in 1st Corinthians 13: 1-3, with his message being that it doesn't
matter what we do to promote Jesus if the right spirit doesn't accompany the action.
As it pertains to the Chinese Proverb, it would do us well to consider how we interact with our Christian brothers and
sisters. We all want the church to grow, but the true growth begins with us and the relationships we have with one another.
People who are consider "far" (strangers, visitors, etc.) will come and join what we have, and God will allow that growth,
when He, and they, witness and experience the love we show and share together. May we always be purposeful about loving
and being kind to those who are near, so those who are far will come. Blessings!
~CB

YO U T H & FA M I L Y M I N I ST RY

D O M EST I C M I SSI O N S
Th e Pu r pose of Fear
by Trevor Smoot
The Chronicles of Narnia is familiar to most, that fantastical series written by C.S. Lewis. First and most well-known in the
series, is TheLion, theWitch, and theWardrobe, which contains a favorite scene of mine. W hen the four child protagonists
(Peter, Susan, Edmond, and Lucy) enter the home of Mr. and Mrs. Beaver, they are informed of the Great Lion, Aslan. Susan
and Lucy ask whether or not he is safe, as the talking beavers clearly seem excited for his coming. "Safe?" said Mr. Beaver,
"W ho said anything about safe? 'Course he isn't safe. But he's good." Aslan, a clear Christ allegory, is a character in these
books who is both to be revered for his goodness and feared for his power. "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction" (Proverbs 1:7), and C.S. Lewis captures that well in the words of Mr.
Beaver. Fear is, a crucial component of our walk with God, so we need to have a firm grip on what use it has in our spiritual
journey; indeed, God is good, though He isn't "safe."
First, and foremost, is this: the fear of God is not merely a "reverent respect" for Him. W hat we translate as "fear" in the
English is originally phobosin the Greek (y?r??in the Hebrew). Does phoboslook familiar?If you're somebody who suffers
from a "phobia," it certainly might! Supposing you have such a frightful aversion to something to describe it as a phobia, I
imagine "reverent respect" isn't really what you have in mind. For instance, I deal with "acrophobia," the fear of heights.
W hen possible, I avoid them; when not, I move painstakingly slow for fear of the slip.
Could you argue I "respect" the potential hazards of heights such that I'm
not reckless when up in the air?Sure! But let me tell you, mortality was what
went through my mind when slipping on lose dirt crossing the Sawtooth
Ridge up in the Rockies - not respect. Consider the words of Paul to the
church at Philippi. "[W ]ork out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it
is God who is at work in you..." (Philippians 2:12-13). W hen climbing that
mountain, you better believe I worked out each trembling step fearfully. Fear
of God should look similar to the person immobilized by the presence of a
spider or the one fleeing the great flame of a wildfire, though on an even
greater scale. It is our spiritual mortality which is on the line! Fearing the
wrath of God should mean we're terrified of His capacity for justice. Much
like Mr. Beaver said, God isn't "safe."
Having said that, the fear of God isn't the ultimate expression of faithfulness
in Him. He isn't some wrathful tyrant who is waiting for people to fail so He can condemn them, despite the assertions of
some. Better said, He isn't a tyrant (an abuser of fear and law) at all! "He isn't safe, but He's good." God is good, and His desire
is for none to perish (II Peter 3:9). Even though that desire of His won't happen, simply knowing He wants the collective
salvation of all clearly shows there's more to Him than wrath. In fact, more often than not, sin - which evokes the wrath of
God - is more often associated with salvation, forgiveness, and the love of God than it is with His punishment of it. W hat's
more, God is cal l ed "l ove" (I John 4:8) and is never cal l ed "w r ath." Look back to Proverbs 1:7. "The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of knowledge." If there is a beginning, there is also an end, and the apostle John has some tremendous insight
regarding this 'end.'
"There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment, and the one who fears is not
perfected in love" (I John 4:18). Here, John puts fear and love at odds, almost as opposites. Implied here is this: eventually, our
love for God will make it so our fear isn't our primary motivator to worship Him. Note that John doesn't tell us that the one
who fears isn't saved; rather, the one who fears isn't perfected in love. W hoever finds fear as a primary motivation for their
obedience to God simply hasn't obtained a mature love. Once that happens, we won't focus on our fear of the Lord - just our
love for Him. (Please note - if this applies to you, being someone who is still in the throes of fear in God's wrath, find comfort
knowing that doesn't make you a lesser Christian. Indeed, have confidence knowing that, if you continue in the Light as He is
in the Light, you will find yourself more focused on your love for God than your fear one day.)
Having a perfected love is the eventual goal that fear plays in us. Consider the child who initally dreads his mother's
warning, "Just wait until your father gets home," after disobedience. Eventually, he obeys his mother simply for lover. So is
our relationship with God. Nevertheless, we should never totally l ose our fear of the Lord. God is alwayscapable of
expressing His wrath, so we alwaysneed to have a fear for Him. Just because He's good doesn't mean He's "safe."
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- Linda Mann* - Shut In
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- Ruth Phillips*- Shut In
- Julia Torpey* - health
- Jim Pitts* - Sodalis house
- Theresa Tucker* - neck and back pain
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- Gloria Vonada*
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- Ruth W illiams*
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
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- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Shane Reeves - (Bozeman*)
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- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Al Sherdan - bladder/ prostatic cancer (Coen)
- Brooks Ann Singley*
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- John Bartell - San Diego
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
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- Drayton Hale - Lemoore, CA
- Amya Huey* - Chicago
- Ni Mack - Missouri
- Byron Solomon - San Diego
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