"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

W el co m e! W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!
Su n d ay - M ay 29, 20 22

" Like a Jigsaw Pu zzle" An alogy
by Troy Spradlin
Almost anyone can understand the Bible, if they will just put forth the effort to read and learn it. It is really not that
complicated. In fact, it has been researched and proven that anyone with about an eighth grade education can fully
comprehend the Scriptures. But that doesn't mean it isn't challenging (2 Peter 3:16). Perhaps, the most challenging
aspect of learning the Bible is trying to fit all the personalities and events together. This is usually what confuses
people the most and is also why many believe they can't understand the Bible.
The reason this can be confusing is because not all of the Bible is written, or
arranged, in a chronological order. In our modern society, we prefer and are
accustomed to reading historical documents with everything in an identifiable,
sequential order. However, Scripture is not organized in that manner. The first
seventeen books of the Old Testament are, indeed, arranged in a chronological,
historical order, but then after the Book of Esther, the rest of the books are
arranged by theme and size. In the New Testament, the first five books are
arranged in historical order, (even though the first four each narrate the same
period of time, but just from four different perspectives). The rest of the New Testament books are not placed in any
chronological order, other than Revelation depicting the end of the Christian Age with the advent of eternal
Judgment. All of this presents a daunting challenge to many who are just trying to make sense of the Scriptures.
W ith just a few key points and suggestions, a lot of that confusion can be eliminated. Here are three to consider:
-

-

-

Always remember that the entire Bible is focused around one subject: Redemption History (1 Peter 1:10-12).
Everything that happens, every person that is mentioned, and every book, chapter, and verse is centered
around God's plan to redeem man back to Him (Ephesians 1:3-6).
Note the overall context of every book, chapter, and verse in light of its position, or its place in Scripture realizing that not everything is always in chronological order. Identify who is speaking, to whom are they
speaking, and what the overall situation is, or the purpose for the writing.
Read the entire Bible as it is arranged. Then, re-read the Bible is chronological order. There are
"Chronological Bibles" that can be purchased and/ or reading plans available to assist you in that endeavor.

An analogy I like to use is equating the learning of the Bible with assembling a jigsaw puzzle. W ith a puzzle, you
must hold the overall picture in your mind, or be able to reference it in order to determine where each piece of the
puzzle is supposed to fit. It is the same with Scripture, with the "big picture" in mind (redemption history), we can
more easily identify each part as having its specific place. W ith a puzzle, the more pieces you connect together, the
clearer a section becomes and the main picture starts to come into focus. It's the same with the Bible. For example, if
you know the Book of Acts, then many of the letters written to the churches, (which are mentioned in Acts), make
more sense in the overall context. It is the same with OT books like 1 and 2 Samuel, or 1 and 2 Kings and then
reading the various books of the prophets. Each provides more context for the other. The more parts of the Bible
you connect with other parts, the better view of the big picture you acquire. This is why Paul wrote, "whatever
things were written before were written for our learning, ..." (Romans 15:4). So in the end, don't be afr aid of the
Bibl e, or think you can't under stand it. You cer tainl y can! Just treat it like you would a jigsaw puzzle.
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by HousetoHouse, Heart toHeart
Make your home the brightest and most attractive place on earth.
Let your child invite friends to your home and table so that he/ she had rather be there than any other place.
Make your child responsible for the performance of daily duties. Never do for them what they are capable of doing.
Never punish your child in anger.
Talk about God and the Bible. Let the Lord be a natural part of who you are.
Do not criticize your child as a person, but rather encourage his/ her abilities and help his/ her weaknesses.
Live uprightly before your child at all times. Do not hesitate to confess weaknesses and ask forgiveness when you fail.
Let your child hear you say, ?I love you.?Say it to your spouse and to your child.
Impress on your child that making character is more important than making money.
Be in prayer that the Lord will help you. A contrite and humble heart before God accomplishes much.

YO U T H & FA M I L Y M I N I ST RY

"But asfor you, continuein what you havelearned and havebecomeconvinced of, becauseyou know thosefrom whom you
learned it, and how from infancy you haveknown theHoly Scriptures,which areabletomakeyou wisefor salvation through
faith in Christ Jesus. All ScriptureisGod-breathed and isuseful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, sothat theservant of God may bethoroughly equipped for every good work." - 2 Timothy 3:14-17

D O M EST I C M I SSI O N S
Sat an's St r at egies, Issu e 4: Radiom et r ic Dat in g
by Trevor Smoot
Radiometric dating (RD) is one of evolution?s bedmates. This diverse category of age-analysis techniques is probably best
known through one of its more specific applications, carbon-14 dating (also called carbon dating or radiocarbon dating).
Naturalists use RD to determine the ages of various mineral-based materials (rocks, fossils, petrified wood, etc.), ultimately
leading the naturalist to believe in extremely old origins of the Earth (4.5 billion years). W hile requiring a little knowledge of
both chemistry and mathematics to understand, this method is critical to the naturalistic ancient dating of the Earth.
Understanding it (and its issues) can bolster the Christian against this strategy of Satan.
All RD forms essentially work the same, with a par ent el ement 'decaying' into a daughter
el ement over time. These elements are comprised of tiny particles called pr otons, neutr ons, and
el ectr ons, which vary greatly depending on the element. Protons and neutrons combine to make up
the nucleus of the element, giving it an atomic w eight. If the parent element stays the same as a
daughter element, but has a different atomic weight, they are called isotopes. Some elements decay
into totally different ones, like uranium into lead. In the case of the familiar 'carbon-dating,'
carbon-14 decays into carbon-12, two isotopes of carbon. Carbon-12 is stabl e, meaning it does not
readily break down (this is because its 6 pr otons match the 6 neutr ons; hence, 6+6 =12). Note not all elements need neutrons and protons in equal numbers to be stable. Carbon-14, on the other
hand, is unstabl e, because it has 2 additional neutr ons (6 protons+ 8 neutrons = 14 atomic
weight). C-14 wants to get rid of those neutrons when exposed to solar radiation, yielding C-12.
That chemistry is what secular scientists use to base these dating methods on, which is a chemo-mathemetical principle
known as hal f-l ife. Half-life is the time it takes for unstable isotopes, like C-14, to decay half the parent element's atomic
mass away. Carbon-14, for instance, has a calculated half-life of roughly 5700 years. Because C-14 and C-12 are present in the
atmosphere and observed to be in essentially constant proportions (1 to 1 trillion), they are the constant used to measure the
r atio of these isotopes. Ultimately, this leads to the sample's approximate age given by the naturalist. For example, if a fossil
has .5 units of C-14 and 1 trillion units of C-12, the naturalist would say that fossil is approximately 5700 years old (keep in
mind, this is a dramatic oversimplification; the actual method is, unsurprisingly, a bit more complex).
Now that we have a rough idea of its process, let's address radiometric dating's hidden, and foundational, assumptions.
There are three of these made when asserting the efficacy of radiometric dating (keep in mind that assumptions are not
without value in the realm of science; Jeff Miller of Apologetics Press has an excellent explanation of assumptions in the video
"Dating Methods" on their website). First, it assumes that decay r ates have been for ever constant. Second, it assumes
absence of daughter el ement in the sampl e's or igin. Third, it assumes no exter nal action al ter ed the amount of
either par ent or daughter el ement at any point in the sampl e's histor y. These foundational assumptions are critical in
order to properly carry out any radiometric dating. W ithout any one of them, it becomes entirely unreliable.
As you might imagine, there is no reliable way to determine any of these assumptions' validity. All of these require an
observer, as Dr. Andrew Snelling of "Is Genesis History?" fame correctly points out. RD is steeped in the demonstrably
erroneous naturalist principle, uniformitarianism (Satan's Strategies, Issue 1). In fact, there is a modern principle known as
the Suess effect which seems to undermine uniformitarianism from a secular front! It suggests immense amounts of fossil
fuel usage (i.e. coal and oil) hugely impacts the reliability of, specifically, carbon dating. Immense radiation has also been
observed to alter the rate. Can you think of an event where huge amounts of heat, radiation, and atmospheric carbon were
likely to happen?If you need a hint, I Noah guy.
We can't really get into the deeper applications of radiometric dating in a short bulletin like this. Hopefully, a little bit of
term familiarity will allow for easier reading and confidence when the subject comes up. Ultimately, like any of Satan's
strategies, radiometric dating will not prevail against God.

SERVING W ITH
HONOR
SUNDAY, MAY 29
MORNING
Opening Prayer ..................... Joe Taylor
Song Director ................. Trevor Smoot
Sermon ........................... Casey Bearden
........................................ "Just OneThing"
Scripture Reading .................. Joe Bartell
............................................. Luke 9:57-62
Ser ving Communion:
Comments ............................ Joe W ilson
Blake Hatcher ............... Matthew Henry
David English ....................... Pete Pierce
................................................. Mike Scott
Closing Prayer ........................ Rick Bird
EVENING
Opening Prayer ............................... N/ A
Singing ............................................. N/ A
Scripture Reading ........................... N/ A
........................................................... N/ A
Comments ....................................... N/ A

Vi si t or s:

STAFF

Tr oy Spr adl in ........ Preacher / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
You ar e ou r h on or ed gu est !
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
For more information about the church,
Casey Bear den .............. Family Minister
spiritual topics, our classes, and activities,
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
there is a tract rack at the entrance of the
........................... caseybearden@live.com
auditorium for your convenience.
Bl isse Hatcher ............. Church Secretary
Or, ask any member for assistance.
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
Please take a moment to fill out a
......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com
visitors card, or sign our guest book
so that we might have a record of
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary
your attendance. Thank you!
.................................... cell: 865-443-9856
.................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
MINISTRY
Tr evor Smoot ..... Domestic Missionary
ANNOUNCEMENTS
.................................... cell: 937-417-4297
.......................... smooterii@outlook.com
ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is
Thursday, by noon.

Th an k y ou f or com i n g!

BENEVOLENCE

W or ship Ser vice and Pr epar ation:
EDUCATION
Secure Building ............... Casey Bearden
Adult
and
Children
Bible classes
Communion Prep........... Louise Englsh
available
on
Sundays
@9 AM and
PowerPoint .......................... Lori Mense
Wednesdays @6:30 PM.
Greeters .... W inston and Lola Burnham
- W illing to teach?See Chris Davis!
WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director .................. David English
Opening Prayer ........... Richard McCool

ELDERS

Rick Bir d ................................. 994-3148
............................ bird1plus3@icloud.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
Joe W il son .............................. 206-8350
................................jaw@whsbf-law.com
CONTACT FOR MAY
Primary .................................. Joe W ilson
Secondary ................................. Rick Bird

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES
Administration .................. Troy Spradlin
Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell
Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis*

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 137
AM W orship ..................................... 168
PM W orship ..................................... 128
Wed. Night Bible Class .................... 149
Contribution............................... $11,318

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the
Welcome Desk and Margaret Street
website (listed under "Archives")
- If you are having difficulties hearing
the sermon, we have wireless
"LISTEN" devices available in the
TIMESOF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am foyer, located in the Armoire.
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm <W iFi Passw or d posted in Foyer >
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

Education ............................. Chris Davis*
Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin
Finance .............................. Phillip Webb*
Fellowship ............................... Jeff Scott*
OW LS ............................. Stephen Fulton
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders ................. David English
Missions ................................ Mike Scott*
Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin*
Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden
W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

C O N GREGAT I O N A L PRAYER L I ST
Special
Other Requests / Heal th Issues
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- Scarlett Bearden - loss of mother (Bearden*)
- Angela Bibinis - kidney (McGriff*/ Pace*)
- John Broadfoot -broken toe, falling
- Gale Broadfoot - health (past member)
- Gary Coleman* - emergency health issues
- Joshua & Camden - personal (Elsa Nunes*)
- Harrison Freeman*- physical therapy
- W inston Burnham*
- Lewis* family - passing of Edna
- Katie Chapman and family*
- Barbara Lundy* - knee surgery, recovery
- Keturah Dickey - MS (K. Longmire*)
- Donald McGriff - appendix burst, SHH
- Donna Dudley - health/ prayers (S. Davis*)
- Kristina Pace* - COVID, recovery
- Richard and Laura Elliot - (S. Lee* parents)
- Pace family* - loss of Barbara
- Steve Fulton - pain, health difficulties
- August Eugene Smith -cleft palate (J.English*)
- Dixie Gorham - former member
- Joe Taylor - triple bypass surgery, recovery
- Zeb Hamilton* - health
- Josh and Zyler Thompson
- Barbara Helms*- health
- Sparkle W ilson-surgery/ recovery (A.Napier*) - Shantavia Hunt - prayers (English*)
- Stephanie W ilson* - ER, prayers
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Ruth W illiams* - cryo procedure, 6/ 2
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Betty Lee - health (Doug Lee's mom*)
Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- Yvonne Loomis - prayers, health (Nunes*)
- Sherryn Canniff - homebound
- Cindy Marotta - paralyzed (Nunes*)
- Bobbie Garcia* - Shut In
- Mary McGriff*- health/ struggles
- Linda Mann* - Shut In
- Randy McGilberry- heart issues (Burnham*)
- Ina Ruth Miller* - Shut In
- Michelle Parker - home, recovery (McGriff*)
- Ruth Phillips*- Shut In
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Jim Pitts* - Sodalis house
- Kara Ritchie - blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Julia Torpey* - health
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Theresa Tucker* - neck and back pain
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Gloria Vonada*
- Troy Vonada* - Sodalis House
- Ruth W illiams*
- Sharon Webb - rehab (P.Webb's mom)
- Ira and Joyce Weaver
Mission W or k s
- Jan W hitney*
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Eliezer Perez - San Lorenzo, Paraguay
- Trevor Smoot - Domestic Missions
Expecting Mother s
- ECS, GNT, & GCBC
- Alyssa Enterkin* - June
- Heidi Hudgens ( Avalon)
Students in Col l ege
- Hannah Newcomb* - August
- Hannah Brown
- Seth Crider
- Stephen English
- Caitlyn Frizzell
- Jackson Lash
- Nick Webb

Cancer
- Kandi Armand - (W hitney*)
- Justin Barnhart - former member
- Kathryn Bollinger - (Gallagher*)
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Teri Carr - surgery (Madeline's*)
- Carson Caris - mass/ prayers (Jeanna*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - prostrate (McGriff*)
- Lisa (Dixon) Johnson - (McGriff*)
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
- Marie and Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
- Cheryl Miligan - uterine (J. English*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Shane Reeves - (Bozeman*)
- Darlene Salter - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Al Sherdan - bladder/ prostatic cancer (Coen)
- Brooks Ann Singley*
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Landyn Strickland - (Freeman*)
- Donnie Turner - esophageal cancer
- Norma Varner - (S. Davis*)
- Bailey W orrell - brain tumor (Blisse*)
- David W alther - brain (English*)
- Debra W hite - (Singley*)
Mil itar y
- Nick Bartell - Misawa Air Base, Japan
- John Bartell - Japan
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer Gable-New London,Groton,CT
- Javonte' Ganzy - Little Rock (Torpey*)
- Drayton Hale - Lemoore, CA
- Amya Huey* - Chicago
- Ni Mack - Missouri
- Byron Solomon - San Diego
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