
W elcom e! W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!
Su n day -  Ju n e 19, 20 22

"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

by Troy Spradlin
    From upon a mountain on the other side of the Jordan, with Israel standing at the threshold of entering the 
Promised Land, Moses declared to the people of Israel, "The Lord did not set his heart on you and choose you because you 
were more numerous than other nations, for you were the smallest of all nations! Rather, it was simply that the Lord loves you, 
and he was keeping the oath he had sworn to your ancestors." (Deuteronomy 7:7-8 NLT) In other words, in the grand 
scheme of things, Israel was completely insignificant as a military world power, but as a spiritual kingdom, there was 
none comparable to them. Even the land God was about to deliver to them would reflect that very fact. 

    Israel was situated between two massive world powers: Egypt, to the South, 
and Mesopotamia, to the North. Both nations had enormous economic and 
political impacts upon the regions around them, especially upon their smaller, 
neighboring nations. This is because they formed what is known as the 
ancient, "Fertile Crescent." The crescent was a large, curved-shaped terrain 
that was filled with some of the most fertile and agriculturally friendly real 
estate in all the world. Because of this, great wealth emerged in each kingdom 
and set the stage for mighty dynasties to emerge throughout history. 

     Both of those ancient, sovereign powers were continually striving for world dominance, frequently engaging in 
warfare against the other, encroaching upon either border in an ebb and flow of superiority. As the two regimes 
interfaced with each other under hostile circumstances, always caught between the two was the tiny nation of Israel. 
The small section of land that Israel occupied served as a type of "land bridge" for traveling between the two, larger 
super powers because of the desert on one side and the Mediterranean on the other. The precar ious posit ion of 
being f lanked by two disputing nations, was no accident. God placed the descendants of Abraham there 
for  a reason.  It was never God's intention to make Israel into a powerful, earthly kingdom. He had a more 
important purposes for His chosen people, His holy nation known as Israel (Lev 11:44; Deut 7:8; Josh 21:43).

     Even at the highest point of Solomon's kingdom (the strongest and most expansive that the nation would ever 
be), Israel was still minuscule by comparison upon the political world stage. Israel was never supposed to be like the 
nations around them (1 Samuel 8:20; 2 Kings 17:15). Being so insignificant and placed between such larger nations 
meant that they would never have the strength to defend themselves without the protection of God - and that is 
exactly how He wanted it! Instead of being a world power, He desired Israel always rely on Him for security. This 
would show the nations around them that they were very different, and yet, infinitely more powerful than any 
military (cf. Psalm 46). When Israel was faithful to God, no nation subdued them. When Israel was unfaithful, every 
nation suddenly became an existential threat. So, the real struggle for Israel wasn't from being caught in battles 
between two, physical factions (Egypt and Mesopotamia) but rather the battles they fought between two spiritual 
allegiances: worshiping God the Father or worshiping the false gods of the Canaanites. They constantly vacillated 
between loyalty to Yahweh and disloyalty through idolatry. They would renew their commitment to the Almighty 
one day and then bow down to Baal and Asherah the next. But, ultimately, God prevailed! 

    Israel's specific purpose was to fulfill His plan of redemption - to be the avenue for the advent of the Messiah  
(Gen 22:18; Gal 4:4). Israel is now known as the "land between" for not only its physical position in geography, but 
also for its spiritual position in religious history. Since the Messiah and salvation came through Israel (Rom 1:16), 
that tiny nation served as a type of "bridge" for all the world to have access to our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ.    
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YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

"But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you 
learned it, and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures,which are able to make you wise for salvation through 

faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work." - 2 Timothy 3:14-17



Com for t ing t he Hur t ing
by Trevor Smoot

The book of Job is perhaps best known for its dealings with suffering, and rightly so. Job illustrates well the things a faithful 
person ought to avoid in their suffering, and, chiefly, knowing Who to turn to when it gets overwhelming. It comes as no 
surprise when we see Job express his deep sorrows throughout the text, as his great wealth, servants, and children are all 
taken from him early on. In response to his tragedy, Job?s three friends, Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar, come to see him. While 
they ultimately prove to have poor theology and advice for him, in Job 2:11-13, their first impression serves as an excellent 
example of how to provide comfort to those who suffer.
?when Job?s three fr iends heard? they came?? Perhaps the most challenging part of comfort is 
beginning the process altogether. Job?s friends don?t seem to struggle with this point, and make 
themselves available to their friend. That's all some need to know they're cared for.

?they made an appointment together?? Oftentimes, especially when tragedy strikes, many are 
naturally made aware of the situation. In such times, like Job?s case, many need to gather and work 
together for the benefit of their friend. Coordinating with mutual friends of the hurting can help 
accommodate their needs. Similar to how the Lord?s church operates, in fact!

?they made an appointment? to? sympathize w ith him?- Crucial to helping others endure 
their suffering is sympathy. Putting ourselves in the shoes of the hurting help us in all aspects of 
comforting them. Mindfully considering the emotions of one in pain goes a long way to helping all 
other components of comforting them. Beware: even if you?ve endured something similar, don?t 
presume to ?know how they feel.? Each person endures trials differently ? we can?t ever think we 
know how they feel. Just know they do feel.

?they made an appointment? to? comfor t him?? Look at the purpose implied by that language. The entire purpose of 
their gathering and sympathizing was to comfort Job. They end up doing a pretty poor job of it in the end, but they certainly 
seemed to have the right heart. Clearly, if we desire to aid those who are hurting ,we need to be intentional. Comfort isn?t 
something that accidentally happens, at least not usually.

?they? did not recognize him? ?Job being so distressed was evidently greatly out of character for him, and his friends 
recognized that. Implied here is something simple, but significant ? they were genuine friends of his to begin with. It certainly 
isn?t necessary to have a strong relationship with somebody to comfort them (in fact, there even are situations which make 
that preferable). The impact of  a friend who sees something is clearly very wrong makes that comfort more valuable.

?they raised their  voices and wept; each of them tore his robe? ?Being sympathetic manifests itself by actively 
demonstrating that sympathy. Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar were distressed because of their friend?s sorrow.  Likewise, we 
ought to rejoice, or weep, with our brethren (and those of the world) during those times of deep sorrow. Not put off by their 
cultural differences, they did as Job did, demonstrating respect to him and a clear sign of the sympathy we?ve so often referred 
to. If there is a way we can comfort a hurting soul in a way that is comfortable to them, we should prioritize that.

?they sat down? w ith him for  seven days and seven nights w ith no one speak ing a word?? Really just another 
example of the friends actively demonstrating their sympathy, Job?s friends went to extreme lengths to comfort their friend. 
They didn?t even feel compelled to talk to him. Sometimes, words are unnecessary. It is only our presence which is needed.

?for  they saw  that his pain was very great? ?In conjunction with sympathy is empathy. Empathy is the logical conclusion 
to sympathy, where we truly begin to feel the pain of those hurting. While it certainly helps to be close to the person, it?s 
certainly possible to effectively empathize with a person you?ve only just met (it just takes some added effort).

Job?s friends definitely drop the ball when it comes to their theology, no doubt. But at the end of the day ? and the end of the 
book ? they are still his friends who are trying to help him. Their example shines brightly during chapter two, and we can 
certainly apply those things when our friends are hurting.
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CO N GREGAT IO N A L  PRAYER L I ST

CHECK OUT OUR NEW:

!Lesson #11

Phil l ip Webb's house

Thurs. Nov 18 @ 6:30 pm

Joe King's house
Lesson 16

Special   
- Victims and families in several TX shooting
- Scarlett Bearden - loss of mother (Bearden*)
- John Broadfoot -hospital, prayers
- Lola Burnham* - cartaract surgery
- Winston Burnham* - hip replacement 6/29
- Enterkin* family - birth of RaeLynn!
- Spencer Gable - shoulder surgery
- Dixie Gorham - @ home recovering
- Josie Locklin* - fell broke tailbone, SR Hosp.
- Jim Loftin* - recovery at home, blockage
- Barbara Lundy* - knee surgery, recovery
- Sam Miceli - loss of his wife, Shirley
- Ron Miller - tumor on liver (Ina Ruth* son)
- Donald McGriff - appendix burst, SHH
- Pace family* - loss of Barbara
- Ruth Phillips* - fell, recovery
- Glenn Rose - heart problems (Garcia*)
- August Eugene Smith -cleft palate (J.English*)
- Josh and Zyler Thompson
- Donnie Turner- cancer, surgery 7/5 (Helms*)
- Sparkle Wilson-surgery/ recovery (A.Napier*)
- Ruth Williams* - cryo procedure, recovery

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 
- Sherryn Canniff - homebound
- Bobbie Garcia* -  Shut In
- Linda Mann* - Shut In 
- Ina Ruth Miller*- Grandview Retire. Center 
- Ruth Phillips*-  Pruitt House
- Jim Pitts* - Sodalis house, room 119
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Troy Vonada* - Sodalis House

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Eliezer Perez - San Lorenzo, Paraguay
- Trevor Smoot - Domestic Missions
- Sabastain Garcia - Brazil
- ECS, GNT, & GCBC 

 

Other  Requests /  Heal th Issues 
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- Angela Bibinis - kidney (McGriff*/Pace*)
- Gale Broadfoot - health (past member)
- Joshua & Camden - personal (Elsa Nunes*)
- Gary Coleman* - emergency health issues
- Katie Chapman and family*
- Keturah Dickey - MS (K. Longmire*)
- Donna Dudley - health/prayers (S. Davis*) 
- Richard and Laura Elliot - (S. Lee* parents)
- Harrison Freeman*- physical therapy, health 
- Steve Fulton - pain, health difficulties
- Zeb Hamilton* - health 
- Barbara Helms*- health 
- Shantavia Hunt - prayers (English*) 
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Betty Lee - health (Doug Lee's mom*)
- Yvonne Loomis - prayers, health (Nunes*)
- Cindy Marotta - paralyzed (Nunes*) 
- Mary McGriff*- health/ struggles
- Randy McGilberry- heart issues (Burnham*) 
- Michelle Parker - home, recovery (McGriff*)
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Kara Ritchie - blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Julia Torpey* - health
- Theresa Tucker* - neck and back pain
- Gloria Vonada*   
- Ruth Williams* 
- Sharon Webb - rehab (P.Webb's mom) 
- Ira and Joyce Weaver 
- Jan Whitney*

Expecting Mothers
- Heidi Hudgens - January 2023 (Avalon)
- Molly Doss* - December 2022
- Hannah Newcomb* - August 2022

Students in Col lege
- Hannah Brown
- Seth Crider
- Stephen English
- Caitlyn Frizzell
- Jackson Lash
- Nick Webb

Cancer  
- Kandi Armand - (Whitney*)
- Justin Barnhart - former member 
- Darlene Baxley - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Kathryn Bollinger - (Gallagher*)
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Teri Carr - surgery (Madeline's*)
- Carson Caris - mass/prayers (Jeanna*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - (McGriff*)
- Lisa (Dixon) Johnson - (McGriff*)
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
- Marie and  Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
- Cheryl Miligan - uterine (J. English*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Shane Reeves - (Bozeman*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Al Sherdan - bladder/prostatic cancer (Coen)
- Brooks Ann Singley*
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Landyn Strickland - (Freeman*)
- Norma Varner - (S. Davis*)
- Bailey Worrell - brain tumor (Blisse*)
- David Walther - brain (English*)

Mil i tary
- Nick Bartell - Misawa Air Base, Japan
- John Bartell - Japan
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer Gable-New London,Groton,CT
- Javonte' Ganzy - Little Rock (Torpey*)
- Drayton Hale - Lemoore, CA
- Amya Huey* - Chicago
- Ni Mack - Missouri
- Byron Solomon - San Diego



SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, JUNE 19

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 

Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell 

Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis* 

Education ............................. Chris Davis* 

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin 

Finance .............................. Phillip Webb* 

Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 

OWLS ............................. Stephen Fulton 

Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 

Lads to Leaders ................. David English 

Missions ................................ Mike Scott*  

Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin* 

Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden  

Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is 

Thursday, by noon.

BENEVOLENCE

 EDUCATION
- Adult and Children Bible classes 

available on Sundays @ 9 AM and 
Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM. 

- Willing to teach? See Chris Davis!

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the 

Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- If you are having difficulties hearing 
the sermon, we have wireless 
"LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire.

<WiFi Password posted in Foyer>

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradl in ........ Preacher /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Bl isse Hatcher  ............ Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  ......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com 
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 865-443-9856
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
Trevor  Smoot  ..... Domestic Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 937-417-4297
  .......................... smooterii@outlook.com

MORNING 
Opening Prayer ......... Dane Harrington 
Song Director ................. Trevor Smoot 
Sermon ............................. Troy Spradlin
 ............................ "Living Above See Level " 
Scripture Reading .......... Jake Newcomb 
................................ 2 Corinthians 4:1-18      

Serving Communion: 
Comments .......................... Rick Martin 
John Pace .............................. Greg Lewis 
Elliot Wilson ..................... Brody Crider 
............................................. Jak Gallagher 
Closing Prayer ......................... Rick Bird

EVENING 
Opening Prayer ................ Phillip Webb 
Singing .................................. Pete Pierce 
Scripture Reading ................. Joe Bartell 
.........................................  Joshua 24:8-15
Comments .......................... Rick Martin

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building........................ Doug Lee 
Communion Prep......  R. English family 
PowerPoint .......................... Lori Mense 
Greeters: .............. Matt and Tara Henry

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director ....................... Mike Scott 
Opening Prayer ................ Rhett English
 
WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 156
AM Worship ..................................... 204 
PM Worship ..................................... 106  
Wed. Night Bible Class .................... 140 
Contribution............................... $10,035

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

ELDERS
Rick  Bird ................................. 994-3148 
............................ bird1plus3@icloud.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com  
Joe Wilson .............................. 206-8350 
................................ jaw@whsbf-law.com

 CONTACT FOR JUNE 
Primary .................................... Doug Lee 
Secondary .............................. Joe Wilson 
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