"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

W el co m e! W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!
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Is Th e Holy Spir it Dead?
by Troy Spradlin
I had quite an intriguing question posed, or rather, a blunt statement recently made to me. One of the viewers of
our Bible programs that we broadcast on the internet and television stated, "The Holy Spirit is dead." This prompted
someone else to then ask, "Is the Holy Spirit dead?" Quite frankly, I am not sure what the intent was behind such a
statement, so I am assuming it was probably postulated from someone with an atheistic point-of-view. Such a
mindset believes that God is dead (there's even a movie about it), so it stands to reason that they would also believe
that the Holy Spirit is dead, thus making that claim. As always, I appreciate a good Biblical challenge, or any spiritual
question, so let's dive into this and see what we can learn. Is the Holy Spirit dead?
The first verse that comes to mind is Hebrews 4:12, "For the word of God is living and
powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword ..." We must first understand that one reason
why the Holy Spirit was sent, was to guide the apostles into all truth (John 16:13). Peter also
wrote that, "prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were
moved by the Holy Spirit." (2 Peter 1:21) The Great Comforter provided the W ord of God to
all of mankind through divine inspiration. So, if the W ord is living (it is not a dead letter as
some like to claim) and the Holy Spirit provided it, then it stands to reason He still lives.
We can substantiate this precept with other passages such as Romans 8:11, which says,
"theSpirit of Himwhoraised Jesusfrom thedead dwellsin you, ..." This is a promise that continues for the Lord's disciples
today. The Bible clearly states that God dwells in us and Christ dwells in us (John 14:23; Galatians 2:20) and that the
Holy Spirit dwells in us. They are all three are just as much alive today as they have always been, because they are
eternal. Eternal beings have no beginning or end (Revelation 15:7).
Secondly, here are some simple questions to ask in response to the one who claims, "The Holy Spirit is dead." My
questions to them would be, "How do you know He is dead? How can one know God is dead? W hat proof or
evidence do you have for such a claim?" You see, if I make the statement that God is real and alive and someone asks,
"How do I know?", well, I can easily offer much evidence to make my case. I can point to sound arguments such as
the teleological, cosmological, and ontological explanations. I can present the reliability, historicity, and longevity of
the Scriptures, including its scientific and medical foreknowledge. Or, I could show them verifiable proof of
prophecy that was given long before it was fulfilled, such as is found in the scrolls of Daniel and Isaiah from the Dead
Sea Scrolls discoveries. I can phsyically take them to archeological sites that verify the people and places of the Bible.
So, if someone makes the claim that the Holy Spirit is dead, shouldn't they also be required to provide evidence?
The most important response to all of this, however, has to do with faith. Even if one does acknowledge and
accept all of the evidences I mentioned above, it still doesn't provide empirical proof of the Holy Spirit's existence. In
other words, one still can't physically see, touch, or hear the Spirit (or God, or Jesus) with their own carnal senses.
We simply reason in our minds and heart that they exist, which provides the foundation for faith (Hebrews 11:1). At
the end of the day, one stil l has to choose w hether or not they bel ieve in the spir itual beings of the Godhead.
So, if one declares that the Holy Spirit is dead, well, that's a faith issue - a matter of the heart. It is a lack of belief.
Just like Yahweh Himself, the Holy Spirit is alive and well today. He is not bound by time as we are. He existed
long before us, He currently resides in a spiritual realm, and will continue to live long after our carnal tabernacles
have expired. W hat matters at this point, is whether or not you trust what God has chosen to reveal about Himself,
Jesus and the Spirit. W ill you have FAITH that He does live and wants YOU to be with Him for eternity in heaven?
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"But asfor you, continuein what you havelearned and havebecomeconvinced of, becauseyou know thosefrom whom you
learned it, and how from infancy you haveknown theHoly Scriptures,which areabletomakeyou wisefor salvation through
faith in Christ Jesus. All ScriptureisGod-breathed and isuseful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, sothat theservant of God may bethoroughly equipped for every good work." - 2 Timothy 3:14-17

D O M EST I C M I SSI O N S
Disciplin e
by Trevor Smoot
I'll never forget the day Dad sent my siblings to their rooms. He did so because I, more than old enough to know
better, backtalked to my Mama in the living room, doing so in front of Brandon and Amanda. W hat ensued was a
viciously righteous rebuke from my earthly Father which clearly communicated three things: I was wrong for
disrespecting my mother; I was wrong for setting a bad example to my siblings; my Dad loves my Mom more than
he loves his children (he never referred to her as MY mother during the rightful scolding, but as HIS wife). Crying
like a fool, I repented and learned an unforgettable lesson from his admirable example. His rightful and just
scolding of his adult son wasn't just to defend his wife, though; he helped strengthen my discipline.
Discipline, for the purpose of growing in character, is essential for Christian children
of all ages, whether they're being reared or doing the rearing. We are, after all,
children of God. The Hebrew writer highlights this. "It is for discipline that you have
to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom his father does not
discipline?" (Hebrews 12:7). It is thanks to discipline that we are able to both mature
and endure. Earlier in the chapter, whoever wrote Hebrews instructed his audience to
lay aside both "weight, and sin" to accomplish that very thing (Hebrews 12:1).
The value of discipline isn't restricted to forming a responsible adult (or mature Christian). It also validates our
sonship. "If you are left without discipline, in which all have participated, then you are illegitimate children and not
sons" (Hebrews 12:8). To reject the instruction of the Lord is to reject salvation, a concept bewared in Hebrews
6:4-6. Certainly, this can be challenging. Quoting Proverbs 3:11f, the Hebrews author even likens discipline to a
"scourging" (Heb. 12:6). We know clearly that God does not tempt us, but God certainly allows us to be tempted
(Job 1:12). This can may seem punishing, which is why God is always sure to provide us a means of escape (I
Corinthians 10:13). As our discipline increases, so does our ability to endure greater forms of temptation and trial
(Heb. 12:11; Jas. 1:2f). No surprise, as the text immediately prior lists so many well-disciplined faithful of old.
W hen discipline helps us endure trials, it increases our likelihood of receiving the full reward promised by God.
"Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to discipline us, and we respected them; shall we not much rather be subject
to the Father of spirits, and l ive?" (Heb. 12:9). Just like our earthly fathers (should) do and ensure our disciplined
selves defer to their instruction, our heavenly Father deserves our submission thanks to His good discipline (Heb.
12:9f). Unlike our earthly fathers, who, being human, may fail in their motivation or direction in discipline, God is
never wrong in His teaching. It is always for our good (Heb. 12:10).
Naturally, discipline doesn't mean much without any applicable direction. Fortunately, God provides that at large
in His W ord. Examples of faithful folks demonstrate discipline (Daniel 6:10; Job 42:1-6; Genesis 39:10; Hebrews
11). Elsewhere, the unfaithful show lack of discipline, exemplifying behavior to avoid (Acts 5:1-4; Mark 8:15).
Beyond examples, God clearly lays out commands and qualities He desires us to obey and obtain (Galatians 5:23f;
Luke 9:23-27; Proverbs). As children should accept the discipline of their earthly fathers, we also should accept the
discipline of God, no matter the form it takes (Acts 5:41f; Jas. 1:2).
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Other Requests / Heal th Issues
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- Hailey Bailey - health, hospital (J.Pace)
- Angela Bibinis - kidney (McGriff*/ Pace*)
- John Broadfoot -hospital, prayers
- Gale Broadfoot - health (past member)
- Lola Burnham* - cartaract surgery, recovery
- Joshua & Camden - personal (Elsa Nunes*)
- W inston Burnham* - hip replacement 6/ 29
- Gary Coleman* - emergency health issues
- Katie Chapman* - recovery from hospital
- Keturah Dickey - MS (K. Longmire*)
- Fay Fuller-hospice (Marty Murphy's mom)
- Donna Dudley - health/ prayers (S. Davis*)
- Spencer Gable - shoulder surgery, recovery
- W yatt Lambert-head injury, surg. (Bingham*) - Richard and Laura Elliot - (S. Lee* parents)
- Terry Knight - lost in the mountains (J.Pace*) - Harrison Freeman*- physical therapy, health
- Steve Fulton - pain, health difficulties
- Josie Locklin* - broke tailbone, @home
- Dixie Gorham - @home recovering
- Jim Loftin* - recovery at home, blockage
- Zeb Hamilton* - health
- Barbara Lundy* - knee surgery, recovery
- Barbara Helms*- health
- Sam Miceli-loss of his wife, Shirley
- Shantavia Hunt - prayers (English*)
- Ron Miller - tumor on liver (Ina Ruth* son)
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Donald McGriff*- waiting on results, @home - Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Mary McGriff* - health, asking for prayers!
- Betty Lee - health (Doug Lee's mom*)
- Pace family* - loss of Barbara
- Yvonne Loomis - prayers, health (Nunes*)
- Ruth Phillips* - fell, recovery
- Cindy Marotta - paralyzed (Nunes*)
- Glenn Rose - heart problems (Garcia*)
- Randy McGilberry- heart issues (Burnham*)
- Michelle Parker - home, recovery (McGriff*)
- Julia Torpey* - health, asking for prayers!
- Donnie Turner- cancer, surgery 7/ 5 (Helms*) - Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Kara Ritchie - blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Ruth W illiams* - cryo procedure, recovery
- August Eugene Smith -cleft palate (J.English*)
- Josh and Zyler Thompson
Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- Theresa Tucker* - neck and back pain
- Sherryn Canniff - homebound
- Gloria Vonada*
- Bobbie Garcia* - Shut In
- Ruth W illiams*
- Linda Mann* - Shut In
- Sharon Webb - rehab (P.Webb's mom)
- Ina Ruth Miller*- Grandview Retire. Center
- Ira and Joyce Weaver
- Ruth Phillips*- Pruitt House
- Sparkle W ilson- recovery (A.Napier*)
- Jim Pitts* - Sodalis house, room 119
- Jan W hitney*
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Troy Vonada* - Sodalis House
Mission W or k s
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Eliezer Perez - San Lorenzo, Paraguay
- Trevor Smoot - Domestic Missions
- Sabastain Garcia - Brazil
- ECS, GNT, & GCBC

Cancer
- Kandi Armand - (W hitney*)
- Justin Barnhart - former member
- Darlene Baxley - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Kathryn Bollinger - (Gallagher*)
- Bruce Burnham - (Jan Sweeney's son)
- Teri Carr - surgery (Madeline's*)
- Carson Caris - mass/ prayers (Jeanna*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Jim Gates - (Rhonda L.* friend)
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - (McGriff*)
- Lisa (Dixon) Johnson - (McGriff*)
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
- Marie and Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
- Cheryl Miligan - uterine (J. English*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Shane Reeves - (Bozeman*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Al Sherdan - bladder/ prostatic cancer (Coen)
- Brooks Ann Singley*
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Landyn Strickland - (Freeman*)
- Norma Varner - (S. Davis*)
- Bailey W orrell - brain tumor (Blisse*)
- David W alther - brain (English*)

Mil itar y
- Nick Bartell - Misawa Air Base, Japan
Expecting Mother s
- John Bartell - W ashington, DC
- Hannah Newcomb* - August 2022
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Molly Doss* - December 2022
- Spencer Gable-New London,Groton,CT
- April Davis* - December 2022
- Javonte' Ganzy - Little Rock (Torpey*)
- Heidi Hudgens - January 2023 (Avalon CoC)
- Drayton Hale - Lemoore, CA
- Amya Huey* - Chicago
- Ni Mack - Missouri
Students in Col l ege
- Byron Solomon - San Diego
- Hannah Brown
- Seth Crider
- Stephen English
- Caitlyn Frizzell
- Jackson Lash
- Nick Webb
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SERVING W ITH
HONOR
SUNDAY, JULY 3
MORNING
Opening Prayer ................... Bob Locklin
Song Director .............. Mason Chandler
Sermon ............................. Troy Spradlin
........................ "TheHem of theGarment "
Scripture Reading ......... Casesy Bearden
............................................ Mark 5:21-34
Ser ving Communion:
Comments .................... Richard McCool
Buz Turner ................................ Jeff Scott
Chris Davis ........................ Rhett English
...................................... Dakota Boughton
Closing Prayer ...................... Joe W ilson

Vi si t or s:

STAFF

Tr oy Spr adl in ........ Preacher / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
You ar e ou r h on or ed gu est !
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
For more information about the church,
Casey Bear den .............. Family Minister
spiritual topics, our classes, and activities,
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
there is a tract rack at the entrance of the
........................... caseybearden@live.com
auditorium for your convenience.
Bl isse Hatcher ............ Church Secretary
Or, ask any member for assistance.
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
Please take a moment to fill out a
......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com
visitors card, or sign our guest book
so that we might have a record of
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary
your attendance. Thank you!
.................................... cell: 865-443-9856
.................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
MINISTRY
Tr evor Smoot ..... Domestic Missionary
ANNOUNCEMENTS
.................................... cell: 937-417-4297
ADMINISTRATION
.......................... smooterii@outlook.com
- Deadline for all bulletin items is
Thursday, by noon.

Th an k y ou f or com i n g!

ELDERS

EVENING
Opening Prayer ...................... Pat Mense
Singing ................................... Pete Pierce
Scripture Reading ........ Mark Hitchcock
..................................... Ephesians 4:11-16
Comments .................... Richard McCool
EDUCATION
W or ship Ser vice and Pr epar ation:
- Adult and Children Bible classes
Secure Building............ Richard McCool available on Sundays @9 AM and
Communion Prep .............. Pace Family Wednesdays @6:30 PM.
PowerPoint ..................... Brooks Singley - W illing to teach?See Chris Davis!
Greeters: ................................. Joe Taylor -

Rick Bir d ................................. 994-3148
............................ bird1plus3@icloud.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
Joe W il son .............................. 206-8350
................................ jaw@whsbf-law.com
CONTACT FOR JULY
Primary ................................. Joe W ilson
Secondary ................................ Rick Bird

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES
WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director ................... Elliot W ilson
Opening Prayer .................. Rick Martin

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT:
WORSHIP
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 129 - Service Rosters are available on the
AM W orship ..................................... 176 Welcome Desk and Margaret Street
PM W orship ....................................... 85 website (listed under "Archives")
Wed. Night Bible Class .................... 113 - "LISTEN" devices available in the
Contribution.......................... $17,637.52 foyer, located in the Armoire.

Education ............................. Chris Davis*

TIMESOF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell
Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis*

<W iFi Passw or d posted in Foyer >

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin
Finance .............................. Phillip Webb*
Fellowship ............................... Jeff Scott*
OW LS ............................. Stephen Fulton
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders ................. David English
Missions ................................ Mike Scott*

Scan this QR Code Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin*
to open webpage Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden
for online giving W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

