
W elcom e! W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!
Su n day -  Ju ly  10 , 20 22

"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

by Troy Spradlin
    Growing up, I was taught that there are certain topics deemed socially taboo for general conversation with others - 
the typical: money, politics and religion. You are never supposed to talk about those things openly (although we 
regularly do so in private). It seems that when it comes to religion, there are also a few things that we "aren't 
supposed to talk about" in regular conversation: our contribution, our spiritual maturity, or our attendance. Even 
before I became a minister, I noticed the tone and tenor of anyone I was talking with would suddenly change if any of 
those three topics came up. Whether we were close friends or not, strong feelings emerged. Since becoming a 
minister, it sometimes feels as if the person I am speaking with thinks they're being attacked, or they must 
emphatically justify themselves if any of those subjects are broached (which is, ironically, usually brought up by 
them).  So, before I go any further, let me make it clear - this article is not directed at any one person in particular! :-) 
So, seriously, can we have an honest conversation about attendance? Particularly, Sunday PM attendance? 

    Here at Margaret Street, we are extremely blessed to have rather good attendance 
on Sunday evening. I have been a member at other congregations where much less 
than half the members returned for the latter service, so Margaret Street is doing 
quite well. But, why should we come to Sunday evening worship? In fact, let's throw 
Wednesday evening in there too, because the fact of the matter is this (and this is 
what most people like to say when justifying why they don't come) the Bible ONLY 
commands us to attend on the first day of the week (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor 11:20-24, 14:26, 

16:2). It says nothing about assembling multiple times that day or even a midweek attendance being required. 
Scripturally, that is absolutely correct; factually accurate - and yet, also not correct or accurate in principle. 

    It is correct, factually accurate, that the Bible gives no such command. If you want to base your faith, your 
spirituality on that fact, and thus, limit your attendance accordingly, then by all means, do so. You are free to make 
your own choices. I don't think anyone can argue with that Scriptural basis. If you are comfortable with staking your 
soul on that stance, God gives you the freedom to do just that. However, ... there are some other Scriptural reasons 
you might want to consider as to why such a strong position may not necessarily work to your best interest. I urge 
you to look up the following passages and ponder why God would include these principles in His Holy Writ:

- 1 Samuel  16:7 - God isn't so much concerned with your physical presence at worship as He is with your heart. 
You can physically check all the boxes for worship and attendance, and still never really be there in mind or 
spirit. Assembling with the saints should be a "heart thing." You should go because you want to be there, you 
get to go, not because you have to. So, even attending other services has more to do with the heart than it 
does with obligation, tradition, family, or habit. If you have a heart for it, you will go every chance you can!

- Hebrews 10:24-25 - This passage gives the reason for assembling at every opportunity available - it is to 
encourage others and to be encouraged. What Christian couldn't use a little more encouragement? When we 
gather, at any time, we are coming together with our family, those who are like minded, and because we love 
God. If you don't prefer to be with your brethren every opportunity available to you, what do you think you 
will be doing in heaven? (cf. Rev 4-5) The church assembly is a small preview of heaven!

- Hebrews 13:17 - This verse says let them do so "with joy and without groaning." This is talking about the 
eldership looking out for what's best for your souls and spirituality. If they have deemed Sunday and 
Wednesday PM as times to assemble, they aren't doing so to make your life more difficult, they are doing so 
to help you secure life eternal!  ... I pray you will consider these points and it encourages you to attend often!  
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YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

"So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in 
the glory that is going to be revealed: shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under 

compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; not domineering over those in 
your charge, but being examples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading 

crown of glory. Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility 
toward one another, for ?God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.? Humble yourselves, therefore, under the 
mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for 

you. Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to 
devour. Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your 

brotherhood throughout the world. And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you 
to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the dominion 

forever and ever. Amen." - 1 Peter 5:1 - 11



It  Only Takes One
by Trevor Smoot

Nearly all movies have a central 'protagonist;' the film just couldn't happen without him or her. Whether How to 
Train Your Dragon, Return of the King, or The Blind Side, the primary hero is absolutely essential for the story's events 
to unfold (usually helping the 'good guys' win). It turns out this modern cinematic motif has a clear basis in history. 
Exciting stories like 'Daniel in the lion's den' (Daniel 6), 'David vs. Goliath' (I Samuel 17), and Christ's entire life are 
trememndous real  examples of pivotal heroes acting in critical moments from days gone by . Let's look at the 
account of Hadassah, better known as Esther, to see  how important 'just one person' can be to God's work. 

Esther started life as an orphan Hebrew girl,  taken in by her God-fearing cousin 
at her parents' deaths. Despite her humble origin, she eventually found herself queen 
of Persia. Soon after her marriage to the king, Hadassah learned of a plot which 
threatened all Hebrews, including her cousin and herself. Action was necessary for the 
Jews to survive. Though God would have preserved the Jews had she not acted (Esther 
4:14), she chose to move. "And thus I will go in to the king, which is not according to 
the law; and if I perish, I perish" (Esther 4:16). Her heroic actions saved the Jews, 
which in turn preserved the line of David, Jesus, and Christianity as a whole.

 Villains are almost as important as the hero, be it an evil dragon hunter, a dark 
wizard, or just the throes of life. Whatever the antagonist, if they succeed, usually 
far more than the good guy will be affected. In the story of Esther, sinister and 
jealous Haman was the ominous bad guy. After Mordecai refused to pay homage to 
Haman (Esther 3:5), he resolved to destroy the Jews and hang Mordecai (Esther 
3:13, 5:14).  Had he succeeded, the Jews, the line of David, Jesus, and Christianity 
'would have been stopped,' though he ultimately failed and was destroyed in a dark 
twist of irony (Hollywood just can't keep up!) Again, God wouldn't have let that 
happen (Esther 4:14), but the theoretical prevention of God's plan is terrifying.

Esther was a real-life underdog (complete with 'alter ego'!) swept up against a real-life villain and whose real 
life-threatening risk saved her nation - Hollywood wishes it could come up with fiction as exciting as this true story. 
Carefully consider those roles, though. Other than God guiding her, Esther alone saved the Jews. Beyond Satan's  
deception, Haman alone could have destroyed them.  Do you think either of them were aware their short-term 
goals (saving/destroying the Jews) had such long-term potential? We're certainly not given any Biblical clue they 
were. No, it seems like they were simply moving toward those goals. They illustrate the significant impact a single 
person can make on God's work. Esther's actions "altered" the course of history and allowed God's plan to happen!

The same is true regarding us and our impact the kingdom moving forward. If selflessly glorifying God isn't your 
motivation for an action, are you more like Esther or Haman? How we talk to that cashier, interact with the lone 
brother or sister, or whether we reach out to help a hurting soul could make the difference between someone's 
salvation or condemnation. Are you the good guy or bad guy? It only takes one  to change the story.
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CO N GREGAT IO N A L  PRAYER L I ST

CHECK OUT OUR NEW:

!Lesson #11

Phil l ip Webb's house

Thurs. Nov 18 @ 6:30 pm

Joe King's house
Lesson 16

Special   
- Hailey Bailey - health, hospital (J.Pace)
- John Broadfoot -hospital, prayers
- Lola Burnham* - cartaract surgery, recovery
- Winston Burnham* - hip replacement 6/29
- Madeline Farley* - fell, broken wrist
- Louise English* - stroke, recovery
- Spencer Gable - shoulder surgery, recovery
- Wyatt Lambert-head injury, surg. (Bingham*)
- Terry Knight - lost in the mountains (J.Pace*)
- Josie Locklin* - broke tailbone, @ home 
- Jim Loftin* - recovery at home, tests
- Barbara Lundy* - knee surgery, recovery
- Sam Miceli-loss of his wife, Shirley 
- Ron Miller-infection in asophagus(Ina Ruth*)
- Donald McGriff*- waiting on results, @ home
- Mary McGriff* - health, asking for prayers!
- Marty Murphy & family -passing of mom, Fay
- Pace family* - loss of Barbara
- Sharon Parker - broken arm (A.Spradlin* sis)
- Ruth Phillips* - fell, recovery
- Glenn Rose - heart problems (Garcia*)
- Ted Russell* - procedure, recovery
- Melody Burnham Sanborn - surgery, recovery
- Julia Torpey* - health, asking for prayers!
- Donnie Turner- cancer, recvoery (Helms*)
- Linda Williams* - COVID, hospital
- Ruth Williams* - cryo procedure, recovery

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 
- Sherryn Canniff - homebound
- Bobbie Garcia* -  Shut In
- Linda Mann* - Shut In 
- Ina Ruth Miller*- Grandview Retire Center 
- Ruth Phillips*-  Pruitt House
- Jim Pitts* - Sodalis house, room 119
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Troy Vonada* - Sodalis House

 

Other  Requests /  Heal th Issues 
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- Angela Bibinis - kidney (McGriff*/Pace*)
- Gale Broadfoot - health (past member)
- Joshua & Camden - personal (Elsa Nunes*)
- Katie Chapman* - recovery from hospital
- Gary Coleman* - emergency health issues
- Keturah Dickey - MS (K. Longmire*)
- Donna Dudley - health/prayers (S. Davis*) 
- Richard and Laura Elliot - (S. Lee* parents)
- Harrison Freeman*- physical therapy, health 
- Steve Fulton - pain, health difficulties
- Dixie Gorham - @ home recovering
- Zeb Hamilton* - health 
- Barbara Helms*- health 
- Shantavia Hunt - prayers (English*) 
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Betty Lee - health (Doug Lee's mom*)
- Yvonne Loomis - prayers, health (Nunes*)
- Cindy Marotta - paralyzed (Nunes*) 
- Randy McGilberry- heart issues (Burnham*) 
- Michelle Parker - home, recovery (McGriff*)
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Kara Ritchie - blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- August Eugene Smith -cleft palate (J.English*)
- Josh and Zyler Thompson
- Theresa Tucker* - neck and back pain
- Gloria Vonada*   
- Sharon Webb - rehab (P.Webb's mom) 
- Ira and Joyce Weaver 
- Sparkle Wilson- recovery (A.Napier*)
- Jan Whitney*

Students in Col lege
- Hannah Brown
- Seth Crider
- Stephen English
- Caitlyn Frizzell
- Jackson Lash
- Nick Webb

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Eliezer Perez - San Lorenzo, Paraguay
- Trevor Smoot - Domestic Missions
- Sabastain Garcia - Brazil
- ECS, GNT, & GCBC

Cancer  
- Kandi Armand - (Whitney*)
- Justin Barnhart - former member 
- Darlene Baxley - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Teri Carr - surgery (Madeline's*)
- Carson Caris - mass/prayers (Jeanna*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - (McGriff*)
- Lisa (Dixon) Johnson - (McGriff*)
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
- Marie and  Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
- Cheryl Miligan - uterine (J. English*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Shane Reeves - (Bozeman*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Al Sherdan - bladder/prostatic cancer (Coen)
- Brooks Ann Singley* - good news!
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Landyn Strickland - (Freeman*)
- Norma Varner - (S. Davis*)
- Bailey Worrell - brain tumor (Blisse*)
- David Walther - brain (English*)

Mil i tary
- Nick Bartell - Misawa Air Base, Japan
- John Bartell - Washington, DC
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer Gable-New London,Groton,CT
- Javonte' Ganzy - Little Rock (Torpey*)
- Drayton Hale - Lemoore, CA
- Amya Huey* - Chicago
- Ni Mack - Missouri
- Byron Solomon - San Diego

Expecting Mothers
- Hannah Newcomb* - August 2022
- Molly Doss* - December 2022
- April Davis* - December 2022
- Heidi Hudgens - January 2023 (Avalon)



SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, JULY 10

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 

Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell 

Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis* 

Education ............................. Chris Davis* 

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin 

Finance .............................. Phillip Webb* 

Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 

OWLS ............................. Stephen Fulton 

Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 

Lads to Leaders ................. David English 

Missions ................................ Mike Scott*  

Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin* 

Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden  

Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is 

Thursday, by noon.

 EDUCATION
- Adult and Children Bible classes 

available on Sundays @ 9 AM and 
Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM. 

- Willing to teach? See Chris Davis!
-

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the 

Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- "LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire.

<WiFi Password posted in Foyer>

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradl in ........ Preacher /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Bl isse Hatcher  ............ Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  ......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com 
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 865-443-9856
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
Trevor  Smoot  ..... Domestic Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 937-417-4297
  .......................... smooterii@outlook.com

MORNING 
Opening Prayer ............... Jake Newcomb 
Song Director .................. Casey Bearden 
Sermon ............................. Troy Spradlin
 .............................. "Scriptural Submission" 
Scripture Reading ......... Stephen Fulton 
..................................... Philippians 2:1-11      

Serving Communion: 
Comments ................................. Joe King 
Buz Turner ................................ Jeff Scott  
Chris Davis ........................ Rhett English  
...................................... Dakota Boughton 
Closing Prayer ......................... Rick Bird 

EVENING 
Opening Prayer .................. Rick Martin 
Singing ............................ Casey Bearden 
Scripture Reading ................... Jared Lee 
.......................................... Genesis 11:1-9
Comments ................................. Joe King 

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building.................. Jak Gallagher 
Communion Prep ..............  Pace Family 
PowerPoint ..................... Brooks Singley 
Greeters: ................................. Joe Taylor

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director ................... Brody Crider 
Opening Prayer .................. Josh Owens

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 146 
AM Worship ..................................... 182 
PM Worship ...................................... 108  
Wed. Night Bible Class ..................... 116 
Contribution............................... $10,505

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

ELDERS
Rick  Bird ................................. 994-3148 
............................ bird1plus3@icloud.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com  
Joe Wilson .............................. 206-8350 
................................ jaw@whsbf-law.com

 CONTACT FOR JULY 
Primary .................................  Joe Wilson 
Secondary ................................ Rick Bird 

Scan this QR Code
to open webpage 
for online giving 
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