
W elcom e! W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!
Su n day -  Ju ly  17, 20 22

"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

by Troy Spradlin
    Apparently, there is a really popular TikTok video going around that has many people talking about the Bible ... 
but they are talking about how you can't trust the Bible. In reality, it is just one of a plethora of videos out there on 
social media which all make the same claim. If you search for the subject, it won't take 
long to find that there are literally thousands of other posts, blogs, magazine articles, 
websites, books and even movies that all deny the reliability and historicity of the Bible. 
I've gotten to where I no longer have to watch the video, read the book, etc on that 
subject to know exactly what same, old, tired arguments are going to be postulated. 
They are the same points people and so-called scholars have been using for centuries (I 
have a book from the 1700's I am sure says the same thing the TikTok video says). 

    You can test me on this, if you'd like. The most common "proof" arguments that are presented will be variations of 
the following: (a) It's full of contradictions - and a few verses will be cited to "prove" it. (b) It was written by man. 
Man is fallible and biased so there are many mistakes, slants, or figments of one's imagination contained within. (c) It 
was copied by man over centuries. Since we don't have the originals, it is impossible to have the exact same thing as 
the original. (d) Jesus was not a real person. There is no historical documentation of Him or evidence of His 
existence. (e) Many events have no substantiation, like the killing of the babies in Bethlehem. Such a horrific event 
would be documented somewhere. (f) The Bible was invented, or made by the Catholic Church. These are the most 
popular arguments, and while there's a few more, they mostly all fall under these listed above. So, is all this true? 

    Here's what often comes to my mind first when I come across such claims (in whatever form I may find them), 
"This is just the newest talking snake!" I don't think that those who oppose the Bible realize what they are doing is 
the same thing Satan did to Adam and Eve in the beginning of time. He planted seeds of doubt in their hearts when 
he asked, "Has God indeed said ...?" (Gen 3:1) The serpent went on to flat out lie, contradicting what God had said, 
"You will not surely die." (Gen 3:4) What was happening there is the same thing that the TikTok video is doing. It is 
sowing seeds of doubt based upon lies - lies that can be easily disproved, just like the serpent's lies could have been 
disproved, IF Adam and Eve had just went to and asked God! You can do the same today. Just look and you will find 
that there are many evidences that indicate Jesus was, indeed, a real person; that because of thousands of ancient 
manuscripts, especially the Dead Sea Scrolls, we know that the Bible we have today is the same as it was more than 
2000 years ago; it can easily be shown that there are no contradictions in the Bible (most of what they call a 
contradiction is actually supplementation). This information and so much more is readily available, giving more than 
enough evidence that you CAN trust the Bible, you just have to look!  It requires a little effort on your part.

   However, even though there are countless evidences that we can turn to that suppor t the Bible's 
rel iabi l i ty, i t  st i l l  comes down to your  hear t and your  fai th. God wants your heart. You are going to believe 
what you want to believe. Because of Satan's lies, it only took a few seconds for Adam and Eve to dismiss the truth of 
God's word and fall into condemnation. Because of a TikTok video, just a few seconds long, many people are 
dismissing God's word and condemning their souls. Basically, if you are looking for it, you will find it. It's like if you 
were looking for proof that unicorns exist, I am sure there is someone or something out there that will "affirm" your 
desire to believe that. But, just because someone says it, doesn't make it true! You need to investigate the truth for 
yourself! Investigate the Bible's accuracy, reliability, historicity and more. It will only strengthen your faith. Then, 
when false claims against the word of God appear, you won't be troubled, or so easily persuaded.  

The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God." (Psalm 14:1) 

YOU CAN'T TRUST THE WORD OF GOD! ...??
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YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

"But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you 
learned it, and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures,which are able to make you wise for salvation through 

faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work." - 2 Timothy 3:14-17



Phot osynt hesis, Aut ot rophs, and Bible St udy
by Trevor Smoot 

Photosynthesis. There's a 50¢ word for you! While a little technical, photosynthesis simply refers to a plant's 
ability to make its own food (sugars) with little more than air, water, and sunlight. Their ability to create their own 
food is why biologists call plants,"autotrophs" (literally, "self-eater"). Without photosyntehsis, they are doomed to 
die. They must feed themselves constantly and 'personally' if they hope to survive.

Paul informs us that, to "walk in a manner worthy of the Lord," we need to "[increase] in the knowledge of God" 
(Colossians 1:10). Historically, there have been two ways to accomplish that. First century Christians had one 
unique method available to them: the miraculous gift of knowledge. Since that partial gift has been done away with 
(I Corinthians 13:10), we can only come by this knowledge through the other method: studying the Bible. Like 
walking, talking, not-so-green 'autotrophs,' we are ultimately responsible for our own 'photosynthesis.' If we hope 
to spiritually survive, we must also spiritually feed ourselves through frequent, personal Bible study.

Unlike plants, we are capable of being intimidated by our source of sustenance. In the eyes of many, Bible study 
seems to be the method of preachers, elders, and scholars. Even the person who reads the Word daily runs into 
passages they just can't make sense of.  If you find yourself as a plant struggling to make its own sugars, here is 
some help in the form of proverbial "MiracleGro" (get it?  MiracleGro?). 

**********
1. Think  "Whole Book" - If you're going to make full sense of any passage you're reading, you have to 
put it in context . Context isn't just what comes before the passage, either. If you don't read through the 
entirety of a book, you risk missing something. Bear in mind, the nature of some Bible books is to be 
read in sections (i.e. Psalms, Isaiah). Many others, however, really demand the whole book to inform 
you of a passage's meaning.
2. Find "Purpose Statements" - Purpose statements are just what they sound like: the author tells you 
why they're writing the book. Such statement inform the reader of the author's motivation for 
everything within that book. To better understand the author's intention is to better understand the 
meaning behind their accounts. Look for phrases like "I am wr i t ing this," or, "These things are 
written so that," and you'll have your purpose statements (i.e. Luke 1:1-4; John 20:30-31). Be aware that 
not all books in the Bible have them written out so plainly.

3. Watch for  "Key Words" -  How many times does God need to say something for it to be true or important? Once, of 
course! What happens when God uses a word or phrase every other chapter or verse? Somehow, it's "importanter." While 
these words themselves aren't truly any more important than their less prevalent cohorts, they definitely can help inform 
what the book's purpose may be. Watch how often "Light" appears in John, and see if that doesn't help inform your 
understanding of Jesus in that gospel account. (Pro tip: If a noun, verb, or even adjective shows up, on average, at least once 
per  chapter , it's probably significant to the book's purpose).

**********
Growing as a Christian is definitely helped by devotionals, sermons, and group studies. If we hope for our 

spiritual roots to run deep, though, we have to learn to sustain ourselves personally. Go out on a limb, and give 
these words of advice a shot. Hopefully, they'll help you photosynthestudy. Bibliosynthesize? Something.

D O M EST I C M I SSIO N S



CO N GREGAT IO N A L  PRAYER L I ST

CHECK OUT OUR NEW:

!Lesson #11

Phil l ip Webb's house

Thurs. Nov 18 @ 6:30 pm

Joe King's house
Lesson 16

Special   
- Hailey Bailey - health, hospital (J.Pace)
- Rick and Mary Lou Bird* - COVID, recovery
- Larry Brady family - prayers (Nunes*)
- John Broadfoot -hospital, prayers
- Lola Burnham* - cartaract surgery, recovery
- Winston Burnham* - recovery
- Madeline Farley* - fell, broken wrist
- Louise English* - stroke, recovery
- Spencer Gable - shoulder surgery, recovery
- Wyatt Lambert-head injury, surg. (Bingham*)
- Terry Knight - lost in the mountains (J.Pace*)
- Josie Locklin* - broke tailbone, @ home 
- Jim Loftin* - recovery at home, tests
- Barbara Lundy* - knee surgery, recovery
- Sam Miceli-loss of his wife, Shirley 
- Ron Miller-infection in asophagus(Ina Ruth*)
- Donald McGriff*- waiting on results, @ home
- Mary McGriff* - health, asking for prayers!
- Marty Murphy & family -passing of mom, Fay
- Pace family* - loss of Barbara
- Sharon Parker - broken arm (A.Spradlin* sis)
- Glenn Rose - heart problems (Garcia*)
- Ted Russell* - procedure, recovery
- Melody Burnham Sanborn - surgery, recovery
- Julia Torpey* - health, asking for prayers!
- Donnie Turner- cancer, recvoery (Helms*)
- Linda Williams* - COVID, hospital

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 
- Sherryn Canniff - homebound
- Louise English* - West Florida Rehab
- Bobbie Garcia* -  Shut In
- Linda Mann* - Shut In 
- Ina Ruth Miller*- Grandview Retire Center 
- Ruth Phillips*-  Pruitt House
- Jim Pitts* - Sodalis house, room 119
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Troy Vonada* - Sodalis House

 

Other  Requests /  Heal th Issues 
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- Angela Bibinis - kidney (McGriff*/Pace*)
- Gale Broadfoot - health (past member)
- Joshua & Camden - personal (Elsa Nunes*)
- Katie Chapman* - recovery from hospital
- Gary Coleman* - emergency health issues
- Keturah Dickey - MS (K. Longmire*)
- Donna Dudley - health/prayers (S. Davis*) 
- Richard and Laura Elliot - (S. Lee* parents)
- Harrison Freeman*- physical therapy, health 
- Steve Fulton - pain, health difficulties
- Dixie Gorham - @ home recovering
- Zeb Hamilton* - health 
- Barbara Helms*- health 
- Shantavia Hunt - prayers (English*) 
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Betty Lee - health (Doug Lee's mom*)
- Yvonne Loomis - prayers, health (Nunes*)
- Cindy Marotta - paralyzed (Nunes*) 
- Randy McGilberry- heart issues (Burnham*) 
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Kara Ritchie - blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- August Eugene Smith -cleft palate (J.English*)
- Josh and Zyler Thompson
- Theresa Tucker* - neck and back pain
- Gloria Vonada*   
- Sharon Webb - rehab (P.Webb's mom) 
- Ira and Joyce Weaver 
- Sparkle Wilson- recovery (A.Napier*)
- Jan Whitney*
- Ruth Williams* - health, recovery

Students in Col lege
- Hannah Brown
- Seth Crider
- Stephen English
- Caitlyn Frizzell
- Jackson Lash
- Nick Webb

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Eliezer Perez - San Lorenzo, Paraguay
- Trevor Smoot - Domestic Missions
- Sabastain Garcia - Brazil
- ECS, GNT, & GCBC

Cancer  
- Kandi Armand - (Whitney*)
- Justin Barnhart - former member 
- Darlene Baxley - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Teri Carr - surgery (Madeline's*)
- Carson Caris - mass/prayers (Jeanna*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - (McGriff*)
- Lisa (Dixon) Johnson - (McGriff*)
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
- Marie and  Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
- Cheryl Miligan - uterine (J. English*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Al Sherdan - bladder/prostatic cancer (Coen)
- Brooks Ann Singley* - good news!
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Landyn Strickland - (Freeman*)
- Norma Varner - (S. Davis*)
- Bailey Worrell - brain tumor (Blisse*)
- David Walther - brain (English*)

Mil i tary
- Nick Bartell - Misawa Air Base, Japan
- John Bartell - Washington, DC
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer Gable-New London,Groton,CT
- Javonte' Ganzy - Little Rock (Torpey*)
- Drayton Hale - Lemoore, CA
- Amya Huey* - Chicago
- Ni Mack - Missouri
- Byron Solomon - San Diego

Expecting Mothers
- Hannah Newcomb* - August 2022
- Molly Doss* - December 2022
- April Davis* - December 2022
- Heidi Hudgens - January 2023 (Avalon)



SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, JULY 17

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 

Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell 

Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis* 

Education ............................. Chris Davis* 

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin 

Finance .............................. Phillip Webb* 

Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 

OWLS ............................. Stephen Fulton 

Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 

Lads to Leaders ................. David English 

Missions ................................ Mike Scott*  

Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin* 

Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden  

Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is 

Thursday, by noon.

 EDUCATION
- Adult and Children Bible classes 

available on Sundays @ 9 AM and 
Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM. 

- Willing to teach? See Chris Davis!
-

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the 

Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- "LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire.

<WiFi Password posted in Foyer>

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradl in ........ Preacher /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Bl isse Hatcher  ............ Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  ......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com 
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 865-443-9856
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
Trevor  Smoot  ..... Domestic Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 937-417-4297
  .......................... smooterii@outlook.com

MORNING 
Opening Prayer ............ Matthew Henry 
Song Director ..................... Paul Lipford 
Sermon ............................. Troy Spradlin
 .......................... "I Will Build My Church" 
Scripture Reading ............ Elliot Wilson 
................................ 1 Corinthians 3:1-11    

Serving Communion: 
Comments ............................ Greg Lewis 
Buz Turner ................................ Jeff Scott  
Chris Davis ........................ Rhett English  
...................................... Dakota Boughton 
Closing Prayer ......................... Doug Lee

EVENING 
Opening Prayer ..................... Jack Davis 
Singing .............................. Blake Hatcher 
Scripture Reading .............. Brett Napier 
............................................ John 20:30-31
Comments ............................ Greg Lewis

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building..................... Joe Wilson 
Communion Prep ..............  Pace Family 
PowerPoint ..................... Brooks Singley 
Greeters: ................................. Joe Taylor

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director .................... Caleb Owebs 
Opening Prayer ..................Phillip Webb

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 120 
AM Worship ..................................... 167 
PM Worship ...................................... 106  
Wed. Night Bible Class ..................... 147 
Contribution.................................. $8,957

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

ELDERS
Rick  Bird ................................. 994-3148 
............................ bird1plus3@icloud.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com  
Joe Wilson .............................. 206-8350 
................................ jaw@whsbf-law.com

 CONTACT FOR JULY 
Primary .................................  Joe Wilson 
Secondary ................................ Rick Bird 

Scan this QR Code
to open webpage 
for online giving 
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