
W elcom e! W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!
Su n day -  Ju ly  31, 20 22

"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

by Troy Spradlin
    "Brainwashing" is a derogatory term that gets thrown around far too often without one realizing what they are 
actually saying. It's also a term that gets launched at religion quite frequently by its many skeptics and worldly 
opponents.  In fact, just a few days ago, someone commented on one of our Instagram posts, which depicted our 
children singing VBS songs, accusing the church of using "brainwashing at its best." I deleted the comment, but it got 
me to thinking about the term a little more acutely. What if I were to respond with, "Okay, let's acknowledge your 
accusation of 'brainwashing' and examine the truth of what you are saying"? How is it that we are "brainwashing" 
these kids? With what, exactly, are we "brainwashing" our children? Just think about that a minute.
    I suppose one could say we are "brainwashing" our children with a book. That book is the 
Bible. This is the same book that tells us the greatest command is "You shall love the Lord God 
with all your heart, with all your soul, and all your mind. And the second is like it: You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself." (Matthew 22:37-39) I don't know about you, but if that is what our 
children are being "brainwashed" with, I believe most anyone would prefer that to some 
worldly ideology based off of politics, economics, demographics, philosphy or other human 
construct. Also, that word for love in those verses is the Greek word "agape." This is the 
highest form of love mankind can have toward one another - it is a selfless kind of love that 
looks out for the best interests of others (Philippians 2:4). Again, if that is what their little 
minds are being "distorted" with (a synonym for brainwashing), well, I just don't see how that 
is a bad thing. In fact,  I think we should double up on our efforts to teach them the "Golden 
Rule" of such love, "Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them." (Matt 7:12)
    Let's see what else their little minds are being "brainwashed" into thinking. Oh yes, there's the part that says, 
"Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. Honor your father and mother, which is the first commandment with 
promise." (Ephesians 6:1-2) So, if brainwashing is what we are being accused of doing and if what we are doing is 
using a book that says children should be obedient to their parents, how is it that considered a bad thing? How is that 
derogatory? There is also the part that says we are to be "submitting to one another in the fear of God." (Ephesians 5:21) It 
goes on to teach that husbands should love their wives and wives should respect their husbands. In those days, it 
even taught that the master of slaves should treat them with respect, "giving up threatening." (Eph 5:22-6:9) I could 
even add that there is a part which instructs us to "be subject to the governing authorities. ... For he is God's minister to you 
for good." (Romans 13:1-5). Therefore, we certainly can't be accused of being rebellious to the government, or 
grooming discrimination, or fostering violence (which is usually a byproduct of actual brainwashing). Instead, over 
and over, all throughout the New Testament, there are commands and instructions to be kind, to be compassionate, 
to be benevolent, and "as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially the household of faith." (Gal 6:10)
    The truth is, to accuse the church of Christ of "brainwashing" is to make an unsubstantiated accusation out of 
sheer ignorance. In other words, the accuser has no idea what they are talking about. They have either never read the 
Bible, know anything about the church of Christ, or they are speaking from a very skewed perspective - dare I say, 
perhaps even from brainwashing they've received? I acknowledge their accusation may come from an appeal to some 
atrocities committed in the name of religion throughout history, but just because someone calls themselves a 
Christian, doesn't mean they behave like one. It's really no different than a bank robber pretending to be a police 
officer so he can perpetrate a crime. Are we to accuse all police officers of being bank robbers? Of course not! 
Equally, religious zealots from history certainly do not represent what the New Testament teaches about the church. 
    So, are we brainwashing our children? No, not at all. Are we trying to renew their minds to righteousness? Indeed, 
we are according to Romans 12:2 and Proverbs 22:6. But every individual in the church has free will to believe or to 
not believe. It is always their choice to develop their own faith and is never to be done by manipulation.   
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YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

Blessed are those whose way is blameless, who walk in the law of the Lord! Blessed are those who keep his testimonies, who seek 
him with their whole heart, who also do no wrong, but walk in his ways! You have commanded your precepts to be kept 

diligently. Oh, that my ways may be steadfast in keeping your statutes! Then I shall not be put to shame, having my eyes fixed 
on all your commandments. I will praise you with an upright heart when I learn your righteous rules. I will keep your statutes; 

do not utterly forsake me!

How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it according to your word.
With my whole heart I seek you; let me not wander from your commandments! I have stored up your word in my heart, that I 

might not sin against you. Blessed are you, O Lord; teach me your statutes! With my lips I declare all the rules of your 
mouth.In the way of your testimonies, I delight as much as in all riches. I will meditate on your precepts and fix my eyes on 

your ways. I will delight in your statutes; I will not forget your word.

Psalm 119:1 - 16 



Ant s and Children
by Trevor Smoot 

Okay, I admit it: I'm definitely the guy who, usually, would rather spare a 'pest' than kill it. It's not just because 
I'm a weird tree-hugger type! (Though, that's definitely part of it) When you look at them closely, they do some pretty 
remarkable things. Spiders, creepy as they are, are incredible architects who produce their own building materials. 
Moles, which tear up yards, make it easier for plant life to take root. Even mosquitoes, I begrudgingly confess, are 
responsible for tons of pollination! God created them, and He even seeks to humble us through their example. 

Agur (perhaps a pseudonym for Solomon) writes, in Proverbs 30, of four critters, 
two being well-known insect 'pests' in many societies. "Four things are small on the 
earth, but they are exceedingly wise: the ants are not a strong people, but they prepare 
their food in the summer; the shephanim are not mighty people, yet they make their 
houses in the rocks; the locusts have no king, yet all of them go out in ranks; the lizard 
you may grasp with the hands, yet it is in kings' palaces" (Pvb. 30:24-28). At first 
glance, it seems 'wisdom' is the lesson to be learned. Context instead reveals the writer 
is trying to humble Ithiel (possibly his son or student). By showing how these small 
creatures are capable of such great feats, Agur puts arrogance in perspective. He seems to say to the reader, "You're 
not really all that and a bag of chips, are you? Even lizards get into the palace!" 

While wisdom is certainly a reasonable lesson to learn from this passage,  humility is at the core. As a whole, the 
chapter looks at examples to mimic, avoid, or, in this case, even set minimal expectations (i.e. Even these tiny 
things have their act together).  Having a sharp, and even harsh, sense of the original reader's humility would have 
provided some necessary perspective. (Which would be especially true for a young noble learning his place!) Senses 
of grandeur and pompousness are dangerous for any person of God to have, and all would do well to be self-aware 

enough to realize that. Unfortunately for Jesus' followers, they needed a similar reality 
check.

"And they were bringing even their babies to Him so that He would ouch them, but 
when the disciples saw it, they began rebuking them" (Luke 18:15). Very bad call on the 
disicples' part, seeing as Christ just got done talking about the nature of exalting the self. 
Jesus, as the Great Teacher, saw a learning opportunity in their unnecessary chastening. 
Much like the modest wisdom of the ant, the attitude of a child makes for a great example 
of the humility He spoke of only a few verses prior. Those who serve the Lord shouldn't 
think too highly of themselves, as it seems even His disciples had yet to learn.

In light of ants and children, we should carefully look inward. Arrogance does not 
always present itself through raised eyebrows and chins. It sometimes reveals itself by 
ignoring God's Word in sermons (e.g. "Oh, that doesn't apply to me, I've got that under 

control"). Other times, it shows up by dismissing a need of the church by assuming somebody else can cover it. 
Even ignoring or resisting help, particularly when it comes to a sin struggle, is a deceptively arrogant action (II 
Corinthians 12:7-10).  Overcoming these things cannot be done by force; clearly, the gentleness of a child and the 
diligence of the ant will guide you to humility.

D O M EST I C M I SSIO N S



CO N GREGAT IO N A L  PRAYER L I ST

CHECK OUT OUR NEW:

!Lesson #11

Phil l ip Webb's house

Thurs. Nov 18 @ 6:30 pm

Joe King's house
Lesson 16

Special   
- Larry Brady family - prayers (Nunes*)
- John Broadfoot - at home recovering
- Winston Burnham* - recovery
- Madeline Farley* - fell, broken wrist
- Richard Elliot - pain, prayers (S. Lee* dad)
- Louise English* - stroke, recovery
- Ray and Estain family* - COVID, recovery
- Spencer Gable - shoulder surgery, recovery
- Wyatt Lambert-head injury, surg. (Bingham*)
- Terry Knight - lost in the mountains (J.Pace*)
- Doug and Sarah Lee* - peace, prayers
- Betty Lee - rehab, prayers (Doug Lee's mom*)
- Elizabeth Lipford* - COVID
- Barbara Lundy* - knee surgery, recovery
- Ron Miller-infection in asophagus(Ina Ruth*)
- Donald McGriff*- waiting on results, @ home
- Mary McGriff* - health, asking for prayers!
- Luke McReynolds* - new brother in Christ!
- Marty Murphy & family -passing of mom, Fay
- Judy Neely - bronchitis (Torpey*)
- Lejewel Neely - sinusitis (Torpey*)
- Pace family* - loss of Barbara
- Sharon Parker - broken arm (A.Spradlin* sis)
- Glenn Rose - heart problems (Garcia*)
- Ted Russell* - procedure, recovery
- Melody Burnham Sanborn - surgery, recovery
- Julia Torpey* - health, asking for prayers!
- Linda Williams* - recovery @ home
- Maggie Wilson*-test results, future procedure

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 
- Sherryn Canniff - homebound
- Louise English* - West Florida Rehab
- Bobbie Garcia* -  Shut In
- Linda Mann* - Shut In 
- Ina Ruth Miller*- Grandview Retire Center 
- Ruth Phillips*-  Pruitt House
- Jim Pitts* - Sodalis house, room 119
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Troy Vonada* - Sodalis House

 

Other  Requests /  Heal th Issues 
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- Angela Bibinis - kidney (McGriff*/Pace*)
- Gale Broadfoot - health (past member)
- Joshua & Camden - personal (Elsa Nunes*)
- Katie Chapman* - recovery from hospital
- Keturah Dickey - MS (K. Longmire*)
- Donna Dudley - health/prayers (S. Davis*) 
- Laura Elliot - (S. Lee* mom)
- Harrison Freeman*- stability of health 
- Steve Fulton - pain, health difficulties
- Dixie Gorham - @ home recovering
- Zeb Hamilton* - health 
- Barbara Helms*- health 
- Shantavia Hunt - prayers (English*) 
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Jim Loftin* - recovery at home, tests
- Yvonne Loomis - prayers, health (Nunes*)
- Cindy Marotta - paralyzed (Nunes*) 
- Randy McGilberry- heart issues (Burnham*) 
- Michelle Parker - home, recovery (McGriff*)
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Kara Ritchie - blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- August Eugene Smith -cleft palate (J.English*)
- Josh and Zyler Thompson
- Gloria Vonada*   
- Ira and Joyce Weaver 
- Sparkle Wilson- recovery (A.Napier*)
- Jan Whitney*

Students in Col lege
- Hannah Brown
- Seth Crider
- Stephen English
- Caitlyn Frizzell
- Jackson Lash
- Nick Webb

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Eliezer Perez - San Lorenzo, Paraguay
- Trevor Smoot - Domestic Missions
- Sabastain Garcia - Brazil
- ECS, GNT, & GCBC

Cancer  
- Kandi Armand - (Whitney*)
- Justin Barnhart - former member 
- Darlene Baxley - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Teri Carr - surgery (Madeline's*)
- Carson Caris - mass/prayers (Jeanna*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - (McGriff*)
- Lisa (Dixon) Johnson - (McGriff*)
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
- Marie and  Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Al Sherdan - bladder/prostatic cancer (Coen)
- Brooks Ann Singley* - good news!
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Donnie Turner- cancer (Helms*) 
- Bailey Worrell - brain tumor (Blisse*)
- David Walther - brain (English*)

Mil i tary
- Nick Bartell - Misawa Air Base, Japan
- John Bartell - Washington, DC
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer Gable-New London,Groton,CT
- Drayton Hale - Lemoore, CA
- Amya Huey* - Chicago
- Ni Mack - Missouri
- Byron Solomon - San Diego

Expecting Mothers
- Hannah Newcomb* - August 2022
- Abby Webster - November 2022 (Gateway)
- Molly Doss* - December 2022
- April Davis* - December 2022
- Heidi Hudgens - January 2023 (Avalon)
- Nikki Tebbe -January 2023 (Blisse's cousin)



SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, JULY 31

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 

Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell 

Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis* 

Education ............................. Chris Davis* 

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin 

Finance .............................. Phillip Webb* 

Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 

OWLS ............................. Stephen Fulton 

Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 

Lads to Leaders ................. David English 

Missions ................................ Mike Scott*  

Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin* 

Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden  

Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is 

Thursday, by noon.

 EDUCATION
- Adult and Children Bible classes 

available on Sundays @ 9 AM and 
Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM. 

- Willing to teach? See Chris Davis!
-

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the 

Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- "LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire.

<WiFi Password posted in Foyer>

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradl in ........ Preacher /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Bl isse Hatcher  ............ Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  ......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com 
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 865-443-9856
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
Trevor  Smoot  ..... Domestic Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 937-417-4297
  .......................... smooterii@outlook.com

MORNING 
Opening Prayer ..................... Joe Taylor 
Song Director ................... Elliot Wilson
Sermon ............................. Trevor Smoot
 ....................................... "What to Expect" 
Scripture Reading ...... Darrell Bozeman 
............................................  2 Tim 1:1-14     

Serving Communion: 
Comments ........................ Casey Bearden 
Buz Turner ................................ Jeff Scott  
Chris Davis ........................ Rhett English  
...................................... Dakota Boughton 
Closing Prayer ......................... Rick Bird

EVENING 
Opening Prayer ................................ N/A 
Singing .............................................. N/A 
Scripture Reading ............................ N/A 
..................................................................... 
Comments ........................................ N/A 

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building................... Phillip Webb 
Communion Prep ................  Elsa Nunes 
PowerPoint ..................... Brooks Singley 
Greeters: ................................. Joe Taylor

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director ........................ Mike Scott 
Opening Prayer ...................... Jim Loftin 

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 149 
AM Worship ..................................... 176 
PM Worship ...................................... 112  
Wed. Night Bible Class ..................... 112 
Contribution....................... 7/ 17 - $9,082
............................................ 7/ 24 - $10,968

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

ELDERS
Rick  Bird ................................. 994-3148 
............................ bird1plus3@icloud.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com  
Phi l l ip Webb .......................... 232-7431
........................... pw_webb@hotmail.com 
Joe Wilson .............................. 206-8350 
................................ jaw@whsbf-law.com

 CONTACT FOR JULY 
Primary .................................  Joe Wilson 
Secondary ................................ Rick Bird 

Scan this QR Code
to open webpage 
for online giving 
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