
W elcom e! W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!
Su n day -Au gu st  14, 20 22

"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

by Troy Spradlin
   Imagine being dropped into the middle of a foreign land where absolutely nothing was familiar to you. The 
environment was quite different than anything you've ever known, you couldn't understand the language being 
spoken, and the culture was overly perplexing. Even worse, life-threatening danger seemed to lurk around every 
corner. That would be rather unsettling, would it not? What would you do in such a scenario? Here you are, a 
stranger among men, an alien in a foreign land, a sojourner just passing through, and you could really use a little 
help. It would be nice if there were a guide book - something that had useful information on the culture and 

geography - that could help you navigate this difficult challenge. Just recently, I was 
watching a YouTube channel where a young lady, who is a travel vlogger, was bemoaning 
how difficult adult life can be. She felt like she was in this same predicament that I am 
describing here. Multiple times, she stated, "It would be nice if there were some kind of 
instruction manual on 'How to Adult'! That would be really useful."

    Well, i t  just so happens that al l  of us are in such a precar ious si tuation, just as I 
have presented above. Yet, I have some good news, there is help! There is a guidebook to 
help us negotiate the twists and turns of life's most challenging circumstances. We have a 

manual that provides valuable information on how to work our way through the cultural obstacles thrown at us and 
navigate the confusing lay of the land. It is called the Bible and it provides everything we need for "How to Adult." 

    In fact, the Bible itself describes us as pilgrims and sojourners (1 Peter 2:11) who are in this world but not of this 
world (John 17:14-15). We may be residents in a foreign land, but our citizenship does not lie here (Phil 3:20). We 
are characterized as being different, peculiar, and part of a special people (1 Peter 2:9). But, before I go any further, 
you must understand that the Bible makes a very clear distinction as to who it is that it describes in such manner - 
they are called "Christians" (Acts 11:26). These are people who are disciples of the Christ, His loyal followers. When I 
say "we" and "us" in this paragraph, I am talking about those who have become Christians. Those who are not 
Christians are described as "lost." Now, isn't that a fitting portrayal for the scenario we are discussing here?  

    While the Bible is, indeed, a manual for this life, its real power and benefit is only available to those who submit to 
the instructions found within its pages. The truth is, every human being is on this planet temporarily. This is not 
their final destination, nor is this their permanent home, as Scripture so clearly explains. However, unless one 
adheres to the commands and principles that are presented in the Bible, then the book is essentially useless to them. 
It would really be no different than if you were dropped in the middle of the Amazon jungle and I handed you a 
survival handbook that had all the information you needed to survive ... but, you completely ignored what was 
written inside. The chances of you getting out alive would drastically decrease. Well friend, that's exactly how 
important the Bible is for all of mankind. It can help us get out of this world alive!    

    I like to call the Bible by an acronym of its letters, B.I.B.L.E. - Basic Instructions Before Leaving Ear th. It is 
truly a survival handbook, just like the one you would need in that jungle. It explains that there are life-threatening 
dangers all around and then teaches you how to defend yourself against them (Eph 6:10-17). It provides critical intel 
concerning which direction you need to travel (Matt 7:13-14; Col 3:2). It can guide you through difficult cultural 
conundrums (Acts 5:29), questionable behavioral practices (Eph 4:17; Col 1:10), and even how to speak (Col 4:6).

    God has supplied us with an important "instruction manual." I pray this will encourage you to pick it up your Bible 
today and avail yourself to the advantages and rewards that it provides for navigating this life. Blessings! - TS

Basic Inst ruct ions Before Leaving Ear t h
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YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

by Adam Faughn
This week, our young people headed back to schools all over our area, and our college kids will be leaving to start their 

fall semesters. One of the hard things about the summer is that it just isn?t very long anymore. While the summer may have 
gone by quickly, though, much good has been accomplished.

Now, it?s time to see that ?good? put into action! As our young people head back to school, I hope they know that they are 
often in our prayers. While we may not fully understand every temptation and stress they each face, we can at least 
acknowledge that things aren?t always easy for a Christian.

Young people, please remember these three things as you go back to the halls of education:
1. Whose you are. ?You were bought with a price? (1 Corinthians 6:20 ). That ?price? was the precious blood of Jesus that 

saved you from your sin. As Paul wrote, ?you are not your own? (v.19). Remember that you belong to the Lord.
2. Why You are Whose You Are. You have shown this summer that you love the Lord, but you love Him because He 

first loved you (1 John 4:19 ). Don?t forget the love of God and what that love did for you, even when you are facing great 
stress and temptation.

3. Christ Understands. The Hebrews writer teaches us that Jesus can ?sympathize with our weaknesses? because He was 
tempted, too (Hebrews 4:15 ). Take your troubles to Him and let Him walk with you.

We love you and pray that you will let your light shine in your school in 2022-2023.

Back  to School  Reminder
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Mercy
by Trevor Smoot 

 A grisly scene. Crowds gathered around a battered man, wrongly convicted of tremendous crimes. Whether it was 
mob mentality or genuine belief of the man's guilt, they showed the man no mercy. Even the one man who was not 
so clearly the man's enemy, though himself not among the first man's trusted companions, was forced to help carry 
the burden no one man ought to ever carry. They carried that burden, a symbol of no mercy, to a merciless place.

Striking the man's head, spitting at the man, and hurling insults at the man all proved the crowds were interested 
in blood. There was no mercy in their minds, and they were not ashamed for it. Not then, anyway. No, they saw to 
it that the man was beaten so badly that the man's very ribs might have been visible from under the skin and flesh. 
Indeed, they saw it through to the end; that the man be hung on that splintery burden. Between two scoffers, one 
eventually turning to the man, did they hang the man. The unrelenting crowds around the man waited for the man 
to die. He did. There was no mercy for the man.

Around 40 days later, long after the man arose from that 
miserable death, those redeemed companions did return to 
their friend's side. Soon after the man left them to prepare a 
place for them, those companions of the man sought others 
to tell them the story entrusted to them. Among those told 
the story on that first, and fateful, day were ones who put 
the man to death. Who spat on the man. Who beat, 
battered, and bruised the man. Who put the man on a splintery board. Who showed the man no mercy. 

But that story, filled with the guilt of mankind, did not reflect their lack of mercy. To the one who hung and 
repented, He showed mercy. To the ones who should have been at the man's side, He showed mercy. To even the 
ones who killed the man, He showed mercy. Undeserving of His mercy, they were shown it. As a result, many of 
them are likely drinking the living waters of His mercy today.

The man, prior to His death, taught, "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy." If anyone wishes to 
receive mercy, they must be merciful themselves. Terrifying is the thought which stands opposite His teaching. 
"The unmerciful are not blessed, for they shall receive no mercy." Who, knowing unmercy receives no mercy, 
would risk showing mercilessness to be shown mercilessness? Not one who truly fears the Lord.

Mercy seems harder and harder to find in this age. Angry political divides stand firm. Grudges which have 
outlived their usefulness remain. Bitterness and lashing out run rampant, and all to what end? To not be shown 
mercy? This is an absolutely, inexcusably, and undeniably unacceptable way for a Christian to behave.

Christ showed mercy always. He could have called 6,000 legions of angels to keep Him from the cross, but He 
didn't. He could have called 6,000 legions of angels to punish the Pharisees, but He didn't. He could have called 
6,000 legions of angels to deliver the punishment every sinner deserved. But. He. Didn't. 

Christians certainly don't have the power to call on even a single angel, but there's no doubt they hold the 
great power of the Gospel in their hands. To abuse that power - which could take the form of ignoring it - will 
wreak great destruction on the abused and the abuser. Be unlike the crowds who crucified Christ. Show mercy.

D O M EST I C M I SSIO N S



CO N GREGAT IO N A L  PRAYER L I ST

CHECK OUT OUR NEW:

!Lesson #11

Phil l ip Webb's house

Thurs. Nov 18 @ 6:30 pm

Joe King's house
Lesson 16

Special   
- Larry Brady family - prayers (Nunes*)
- Winston Burnham* - recovery
- Madeline Farley* - fell, broken wrist
- Louise English* - stroke, recovery
- Spencer Gable - shoulder surgery, recovery
- Wyatt Lambert-head injury, surg. (Bingham*)
- Terry Knight - lost in the mountains (J.Pace*)
- Betty Lee - rehab, prayers (Doug Lee's mom*)
- Gabriel Lee* - new brother in Christ!
- Sarah Lee & family*-passing of father, Richard
- Greg & Laura Lewis* - health
- Barbara Lundy* - knee surgery, recovery
- Ron Miller-infection in asophagus(Ina Ruth*)
- Donald McGriff*- waiting on results, @ home
- Mary McGriff* - health, asking for prayers!
- Luke McReynolds* - new brother in Christ!
- Marty Murphy & family -passing of mom, Fay
- Elsa Nunes* - procedrue, recovery
- Pace family* - loss of Barbara
- Glenn Rose - heart problems (Garcia*)
- Melody Burnham Sanborn - surgery, recovery
- Brooke Scott* - prayers for strength
- Julia Torpey* - health, asking for prayers!
- Morgan & Madeline VanGrootheest - baptism
- Maggie Wilson*-test results, future procedure

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 
- Sherryn Canniff - homebound
- Louise English* - West Florida Rehab
- Bobbie Garcia* -  Shut In
- Linda Mann* - Shut In 
- Ina Ruth Miller*- Grandview Retire Center 
- Ruth Phillips*-  Pruitt House
- Jim Pitts* - Sodalis house, room 119
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Troy Vonada* - Sodalis House

 

Other  Requests /  Heal th Issues 
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- Angela Bibinis - kidney (McGriff*/Pace*)
- John & Gale Broadfoot - health (past member)
- Sherryn Canniff - healh, pain
- Katie Chapman* - recovery from hospital
- Keturah Dickey - MS (K. Longmire*)
- Donna Dudley - health/prayers (S. Davis*) 
- Laura Elliot - (S. Lee* mom)
- Harrison Freeman*- stability of health 
- Steve Fulton - pain, health difficulties
- Dixie Gorham - @ home recovering
- Zeb Hamilton* - health 
- Barbara Helms*- health 
- Shantavia Hunt - prayers (English*) 
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Jim Loftin* - recovery at home, tests
- Yvonne Loomis - prayers, health (Nunes*)
- Cindy Marotta - paralyzed (Nunes*) 
- Randy McGilberry- heart issues (Burnham*) 
- Sharon Parker - broken arm (A.Spradlin* sis)
- Michelle Parker - home, recovery (McGriff*)
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Kara Ritchie - blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Ted Russell* - health
- August Eugene Smith -cleft palate (J.English*)
- Josh and Zyler Thompson
- Gloria Vonada*   
- Ira and Joyce Weaver 
- Sparkle Wilson- recovery (A.Napier*)
- Jan Whitney*
- Linda Williams*

Students in Col lege
- Hannah Brown
- Seth Crider
- Stephen English
- Caitlyn Frizzell
- Jackson Lash
- Nick Webb

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Eliezer Perez - San Lorenzo, Paraguay
- Trevor Smoot - Domestic Missions
- Sabastain Garcia - Brazil
- ECS, GNT, & GCBC

Cancer  
- Kandi Armand - (Whitney*)
- Justin Barnhart - former member 
- Darlene Baxley - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Teri Carr - surgery (Madeline's*)
- Carson Caris - mass/prayers (Jeanna*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - (McGriff*)
- Lisa (Dixon) Johnson - (McGriff*)
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
- Marie and  Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Al Sherdan - bladder/prostatic cancer (Coen)
- Brooks Ann Singley* - good news!
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Donnie Turner- cancer (Helms*) 
- David Walther - brain (English*)

Mil i tary
- Nick Bartell - Misawa Air Base, Japan
- John Bartell - San Diego
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer Gable-New London,Groton,CT
- Drayton Hale - Lemoore, CA
- Amya Huey* - Italy
- Ni Mack - Kentucky
- Byron Solomon - San Diego

Expecting Mothers
- Hannah Newcomb* - August 2022
- Abby Webster - November 2022 (Gateway)
- Molly Doss* - December 2022
- April Davis* - December 2022
- Lauren Godwin - 
- Heidi Hudgens - January 2023 (Avalon)
- Nikki Tebbe -January 2023 (Blisse's cousin)



SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, AUGUST 14

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 

Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell 

Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis* 

Education ............................. Chris Davis* 

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin 

Finance .............................. Phillip Webb* 

Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 

OWLS ............................. Stephen Fulton 

Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 

Lads to Leaders ................. David English 

Missions ................................ Mike Scott*  

Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin* 

Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden  

Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is 

Thursday, by noon.

 EDUCATION
- Adult and Children Bible classes 

available on Sundays @ 9 AM and 
Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM. 

- Willing to teach? See Chris Davis!
-

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the 

Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- "LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire.

<WiFi Password posted in Foyer>

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradl in ........ Preacher /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Bl isse Hatcher  ............ Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  ......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com 
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 865-443-9856
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
Trevor  Smoot  ..... Domestic Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 937-417-4297
  .......................... smooterii@outlook.com

MORNING 
Opening Prayer ..................... Jack Davis 
Song Director ................. Casey Bearden 
Sermon ............................. Troy Spradlin
 ...........................  "Heart, Hope & Heaven" 
Scripture Reading ...........  Brody Crider 
............................................. 1 Peter 1:1-5  

Serving Communion: 
Comments ................... Richard McCool  
Pete Pierce .................... Michael English 
Elliot Wilson  ...................... Justin Davis  
........................................ Dennis Maduell 
Closing Prayer .................. Phillip Webb

EVENING 
Opening Prayer ................... Chris Davis 
Singing .................................... Rick Bird 
Scripture Reading ...............  Greg Lewis  
Comments ................... Richard McCool  

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building................ Troy Spradlin 
Communion Prep ........... J. Scott family 
PowerPoint .......................... Lori Mense 
Greeters: ................................. Joe Taylor

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director ................... Blake Hatcher 
Opening Prayer ................... Bob Locklin 

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 144 
AM Worship ..................................... 175 
PM Worship ...................................... 128 
Wed. Night Bible Class ..................... 155 
Contribution.................................. $9,840

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

ELDERS
Rick  Bird ................................. 994-3148 
............................ bird1plus3@icloud.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com  
Phi l l ip Webb .......................... 232-7431
........................... pw_webb@hotmail.com 
Joe Wilson .............................. 206-8350 
................................ jaw@whsbf-law.com

 CONTACT FOR AUGUST 
Primary ...................................  Rick Bird 
Secondary ................................ Doug Lee

Scan this QR Code
to open webpage 
for online giving 
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