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"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

by Troy Spradlin
   Have you ever wondered if God had a hand in the events and circumstances surrounding some occasion that took 
place in your life? In the Bible, Mordecai stated to Esther, "Yet who knows whether you have come to the kingdom 
for such a time as this?" (Esther 4:14), he was alluding to the potential providence of God. He was implying that 
perhaps God was going to move and influence the conditions and people in the life of Esther concerning the 
predicament they were facing. Indeed, as we continue to read, we see that God was involved in the background in 
order to save His people. His hand can certainly be seen in the outcome. In reality, if someone believes the Bible, then 
they should also believe in God's providence (Romans 8:28). So, what is God's providence? Is it available to us today?

    In order to comprehend the terms and the concept better, we need to clarify 
what providence is. Wayne Jackson writes an excellent explanation, "Providence is 
the activity of God as accomplished through law. It stands in stark contrast to the 
miraculous, by which the Lord operates independent of law. [God] manipulates 
His own laws for the accomplishment of His ultimate purpose. God respects man?s 
free will, and He will never overpower our freedom of choice in the use of 
providential activity. The Bible clearly affirms divine activity in the providential 
mode. It is a process that we simply cannot explain from our limited vantage point. 
We accept it because of our confidence in the credibility of the biblical record."

   There are many things, particularly outcomes, that people like to attribute to the providence of God, but we must 
always be careful in attributing to God that which cannot be proven. Notice that Mordecai did not make an 
affirmation of God's providence, but rather said, "Yet, who knows ...." The Apostle Paul also wrote, "For perhaps he 
departed for a while for this purpose, that you might receive him forever, no longer as a slave but more than a slave, as 
a beloved brother" (Philemon 15, 16). While he didn't deny that it may have been God working in the background, 
he was careful to not affirmatively attribute the circumstances surrounding Onesimus as being the result of the hand 
of God. This is because no one today can truly speak, with certainty, about when God exercises His providence,  or 
doesn't, unless it is explicitly stated. Such statements are only seen being made by inspired writers of Scripture.

    Many of the examples in the Bible of divine providence are recorded as past events. For example, how did Joseph 
identify  providence in the events that transpired in his own life? He said, "So now it was not you who sent me here, 
but God; and He ... has made me Lord of Egypt" (Genesis 45:8-9). Joseph could look back and pinpoint Who it was 
that was involved in the events that transpired, but He also understood that God's providence in his life was not for 
him alone. It was for the benefit of others, as well. "But as for me, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for 
good, in order to bring it about as it is this day to save many people alive" (Genesis 50:20). He recognized the 
outcome as divine intervention, not miraculous, but a series of events and actions influenced by God's will.

    With all that being said, we should also understand that both the natural order of the universe and the miraculous 
are still fully under the control of our Creator. It was God Who created the universe and established all the natural 
laws by which it would continue - through miraculous power. Each is an expression of His will. Either can be used by 
Him, at any time, in accomplishing His purposes. God certainly has not abandoned His creation. He still moves and 
interacts within this realm. That is providence. So, while it may be difficult for us to confidently identify what truly is 
divine providence, there's certainly nothing wrong with giving God the glory for an outcome. "For in Him we live 
and move and have our being" (Acts 17:28). "Therefore glorify the LORD in the dawning light" (Isa 24:15). 

God's Providence
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YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

by Edd Sterchi
If we would be honest with ourselves, we will admit that we all could improve our personal prayer lives. Maybe 

remembering a few important principles will help:
It  Is Not Motion in Prayer , but Emotion in Prayer  That Is Impor tant . Jesus? example in prayer was one of 

thanksgiving (John 11:41), humility, righteousness, emotion (Matt 26:36-44), solitude (Mk 1:35), forgiveness (Lk 
23:34), believing, and on behalf of others (John 17). It is important to pour it all out before God when we pray.

It  Is Not Frequency in Prayer , but Att i tude in Prayer  That Is Impor tant . We can follow the attitude that 
Christ had in His prayers.. His main emphasis in prayer was that God?s will be done (Matt. 26:42). If we worship 
God properly and do His will, we can be assured that He will hear and answer our prayers (1 John 3:22).

It  Is Not What We Have, but That We Have God (and Can Go to Him in Prayer ) That Is Impor tant . If a 
Christian has nothing else, he needs to remember that he always has prayer as a connection to his Maker. Prayer is 
about faith, worship, confession, adoration, praising God, thanksgiving, making requests, and inner health. Praise 
is a natural outgrowth of our faith in God (Psa. 105:2), and prayer is an important part of our faith in God. How 
wonderful that we can turn to Him in prayer at any time!

It  Is Not the Giving of Prayer , but the Giving of Sel f  in Prayer  That Is Impor tant . In Ps.109:4, David 
proclaims that he always gave himself to prayer. It didn?t matter how many enemies he had or what situation he 
was in, David always gave himself to prayer. The idea of giving oneself in prayer is that of a 100% commitment. No 
matter what condition arises (or doesn?t arise), we need to take time, thought, dedication, commitment, and 
readiness to pray.

We need to rest assured that God is there, that He is concerned about our needs, and that He answers prayer ? 
that?s what?s important. Knowing that, maybe we should spend more time in sincere, personal prayer to Him. ?The 
LORD has heard my supplication; The LORD will receive my prayer? (Psa. 6:9).

Improving Your  Personal  Prayer  Li fe



Sat an's St rat egies, Issue 7: Hard Hear t s, Hard Heads
by Trevor Smoot 

Both Old and New Testaments make reference to "hard hearts." Usually, in the Old, this meant the heart was 
bitter and fierce. Some instances in the New might be better described as 'hard-headed.' Nevertheless, both offer 
excellent examples of behaviors that creep into the hearts of Christians by that terrible saboteur, Satan.

The bitterness of Pharaoh's heart is well-known. In four chapters of Exodus, 13 times his heart was hardened by 
God. This doesn't mean that God literally forced Pharaoh into this hardheartedness. Rather, it means the things 
which God did caused this reaction, instead of causing his heart to be submissive and fearful. It was a reflection of 
Pharaoh's heart, and not God's will, that the Egyptian ruler failed those 13 times. Ultimately, this caused great 
suffering in Egypt and his own destruction, and all because he wouldn't soften his heart.

Pharaoh was not the only Biblical person to have a hard heart. The disciples, shortly after witnessing Jesus feed 
thousands a second time, found themselves in need of food. Christ, displeased, asked them why they were discussing 
their lack of food, "Do you have a hardened heart?"  (Mark 8:17). Imagine: how hard-headed must someone be to 
worry about food right after the Son of Man provided for thousands from basically nothing?!

At first glace, it seems shocking to know these people had hard hearts despite their 
circumstances. "How could Pharaoh not bow down to God immediately? Doesn't he 
realize who He is?" "Really, disciples? You have Jesus in the boat with you, you 
numb-skulls!" Bear in mind they didn't have the same Bible, therefore information, you 
and I do. No, Pharaoh did not realize who God is - he turned against Israel even after he 
let them go (Exodus 14:5-10). No, the disciples did not fully understand Jesus as the 
Christ - just watch Peter's interaction with Jesus later that chapter (Mark 8:27-33).  
Frankly, even if they did, it's hard to say if their reactions would be any different.

"Hard to say if they would be different or not, Trevor? Obviously they would - they just needed to know God!" 
Don't we know God?  Don't we have the whole, perfect Bible? (I Corinthians 13:10).  Maybe we wouldn't have 
prolonged bitterness directly toward God, and maybe we wouldn't actively doubt Jesus' ability to feed us. 
Hardheartedness, though, goes far beyond these.

Consider the nature of Pharaoh's hard heart, his bitterness. Instead of bitter against God, maybe we can be bitter 
against the atheist, transgender, or denominational person. Convinced of their foolishness, we ignore the fact that  
Christ died for them out of God's love. If we do not mourn their sin, there is no way we'll find comfort; likewise, if we 
are not gentle, we will not inherit the earth (Matthew 5:4-5). Likewise, our guard should be up against ignorance. 
Tradition twisted the disciples' understanding of the Messiah. In the same way, tradition may unwittingly pervert 
our understanding of God's word. We are not disciples of Jesus if we do not obey His commands, whether we preach 
a water-down version of the Bible or  treat it like a club (Matt. 28:19-20, 5:7).

Satan's strategies do not just come in atheistic forms. As clever as he is, there is no doubt he has influenced the 
hearts of those in church walls - whether denominational or not. We must always be on guard. Just because our 
hearts should be sturdy enough that Satan will not devour them, it should also be soft enough hearts that God's 
word will pierce it (I Peter 5:8).

D O M EST I C M I SSIO N S



CO N GREGAT IO N A L  PRAYER L I ST

CHECK OUT OUR NEW:

!Lesson #11

Special   
- Larry Brady family - prayers (Nunes*)
- Winston Burnham* - recovery
- Larry Coen - hernia, future surgery
- Louise English* - stroke, recovery
- Madeline Farley* - broken wrist, recovery
- Donald Hamilton - procedure (McGriff*)
- Wyatt Lambert-head injury, surg. (Bingham*)
- Betty Lee - rehab, prayers (Doug Lee's mom*)
- Sarah Lee & family*-passing of  Richard
- Doug Lee* - kidney stones
- Barbara Lundy* - knee surgery, recovery
- Rick Martin* - COVID, recovery
- Donald McGriff*- waiting on results, @ home
- Mary McGriff* - health, asking for prayers!
- Marty Murphy & family -passing of mom, Fay
- Elsa Nunes* - procedure, recovery
- Pace family* - loss of Barbara
- Glenn Rose - heart problems (Garcia*)
- Melody Burnham Sanborn - surgery, recovery
- Brooke Scott* - prayers for strength
- Julia Torpey* - health, asking for prayers!
- Maggie Wilson*-test results, future procedure
- Stephanie Wilson* - loss of grandmother

Recently Baptized /  Restored /  Identi f ied
- Caitlyn Crider - baptized
- Gabriel Lee - baptized
- Luke McReynolds* - baptized
- Madeline VanGrootheest - baptized
- Morgan VanGrootheest - baptized
- Jake Armstrong - identified
- Parker & Lauren Godwin - identified

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 
- Sherryn Canniff - homebound
- Louise English* - West Florida Rehab
- Bobbie Garcia* -  Shut In
- Linda Mann* - Shut In 
- Ina Ruth Miller*- Grandview Retire Center 
- Ruth Phillips*-  Pruitt House
- Jim Pitts* - Sodalis house, room 119
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Troy Vonada* - Sodalis House

Other  Requests /  Heal th Issues 
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- Angela Bibinis - kidney (McGriff*/Pace*)
- John & Gale Broadfoot - health (past member)
- Sherryn Canniff - healh, pain
- Keturah Dickey - MS (K. Longmire*)
- Donna Dudley - health/prayers (S. Davis*) 
- Laura Elliot - (S. Lee* mom)
- Harrison Freeman*- stability of health 
- Steve Fulton - pain, health difficulties
- Dixie Gorham 
- Zeb Hamilton* - health 
- Barbara Helms*- health 
- Shantavia Hunt - prayers (English*) 
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Jim Loftin* - recovery at home, tests
- Yvonne Loomis - prayers, health (Nunes*)
- Cindy Marotta - paralyzed (Nunes*) 
- Randy McGilberry- heart issues (Burnham*) 
- Ron Miller-infection in asophagus(Ina Ruth*)
- Sharon Parker - broken arm (A.Spradlin* sis)
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Kara Ritchie - blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Ted Russell* - health
- August Eugene Smith -cleft palate (J.English*)
- Josh and Zyler Thompson
- Gloria Vonada*   
- Ira and Joyce Weaver 
- Sparkle Wilson- recovery (A.Napier*)
- Jan Whitney*
- Linda Williams*

Students in Col lege
- Hannah Brown
- Seth Crider
- Stephen English
- Caitlyn Frizzell
- Jackson Lash
- Nick Webb
- Reed Wilson

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Eliezer Perez - San Lorenzo, Paraguay
- Trevor Smoot - Domestic Missions
- Sebastain Garcia - Brazil
- ECS, GNTTV, & GCBC

Cancer  
- Kandi Armand - (Whitney*)
- Justin Barnhart - former member 
- Darlene Baxley - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Teri Carr - surgery (Madeline's*)
- Carson Caris - mass/prayers (Jeanna*)
- Mark Carlson - (C.Davis*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - (McGriff*)
- Lisa (Dixon) Johnson - (McGriff*)
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
- Marie and  Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
- Darrel Mason - (D.Hill*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Al Sherdan - bladder/prostatic cancer (Coen)
- Brooks Ann Singley* - good news!
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Donnie Turner- cancer (Helms*) 
- David Walther - brain (English*)

Mil i tary
- Nick Bartell - Misawa Air Base, Japan
- John Bartell - San Diego
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer Gable-New London,Groton,CT
- Amya Huey* - Italy
- Ni Mack - Kentucky
- Byron Solomon - San Diego

Expecting Mothers
- Hannah Newcomb* - August 2022
- Abby Webster - November 2022 
- Molly Doss* - December 2022
- April Davis* - December 2022
- Lauren Godwin* - January 2023
- Heidi Hudgens - January 2023 (Avalon)
- Nikki Tebbe -January 2023 (Blisse's cousin)



SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, AUGUST 21

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 

Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell 

Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis* 

Education ............................. Chris Davis* 

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin 

Finance .............................. Phillip Webb* 

Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 

OWLS ............................. Stephen Fulton 

Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 

Lads to Leaders ................. David English 

Missions ................................ Mike Scott*  

Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin* 

Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden  

Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is 

Thursday, by noon.

 EDUCATION
- Adult and Children Bible classes 

available on Sundays @ 9 AM and 
Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM. 

- Willing to teach? See Chris Davis!
-

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the 

Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- "LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire.

<WiFi Password posted in Foyer>

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradl in ........ Preacher /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Bl isse Hatcher  ............ Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  ......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com 
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 865-443-9856
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
Trevor  Smoot  ..... Domestic Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 937-417-4297
  .......................... smooterii@outlook.com

MORNING 
Opening Prayer ............... David English 
Song Director .................. Troy Spradlin 
Sermon ............................ Casey Bearden 
...................................  "Make Me a Storm" 
Scripture Reading .................................... 
.......................................... Proverbs 3:1-8  

Serving Communion: 
Comments ............................. Mike Scott
Pete Pierce .................... Michael English 
Elliot Wilson  ...................... Justin Davis  
........................................ Dennis Maduell 
Closing Prayer ...................... Joe Wilson

EVENING 
Opening Prayer ....................... Jeff Scott 
Singing ................................ Paul Lipford 
Scripture Reading ............ Rhett English
...................................................................  
Comments ...........................  Mike Scott 

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building....................... John Pace 
Communion Prep ........... J. Scott family 
PowerPoint .................... Connie Bartell 
Greeters: ................................. Joe Taylor

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director .............. Mason Chandler 
Opening Prayer ................... Josh Owens 

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 164 
AM Worship ..................................... 184 
PM Worship ...................................... 140 
Wed. Night Bible Class ..................... 134 
Contribution................................ $13,051

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

ELDERS
Rick  Bird ................................. 994-3148 
............................ bird1plus3@icloud.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com  
Phi l l ip Webb .......................... 232-7431
........................... pw_webb@hotmail.com 
Joe Wilson .............................. 206-8350 
................................ jaw@whsbf-law.com

 CONTACT FOR AUGUST 
Primary ...................................  Rick Bird 
Secondary ................................ Doug Lee

Scan this QR Code
to open webpage 
for online giving 
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