
W elcom e! W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!
Su n day -  Au gu st  28, 20 22

"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

by Troy Spradlin
   The Apostle John wrote, "I have no greater joy than to hear my children walk in truth." (3 John 4) At the other end 
of that spectrum, the Apostle Paul wrote, "For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote to you, with many 
tears, not that you should be grieved, but that you might know the love which I have so abundantly for you." (2 Cor 
2:4) These two apostles express what I believe so many Christians teachers have felt over the last two thousand years. 
There is no feeling quite as exhilarating as witnessing a soul come to the acknowledgment of the truth and then 
answering the Gospel call. That same excitement is continually felt by teachers when a faithful child of God blossoms 
and grows stronger in their faith. In contrast, there is no heartache quite like the disappointment felt when a soul 
falters and eventually slips back into the darkness of the evil one. I can certainly identify with John and Paul's 
sentiments, for I too, have experienced such joy and such pain. There are some whom I've taught and baptized that 
have gone on to be strong, faithful Christians and others who have, sadly, since returned to the world.

    Jesus anticipated there would those who would falter in their faith. He understood that 
not everyone who becomes His disciple would remain His disciple. In fact, after he said, 
"Whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple," He went on 
to explain, "For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and 
count the cost  ..." (Luke 14:27-29). What He is saying is, "Do not make this decision 
lightly or without first considering if you are willing to fully commit to it!" Jesus adds 
another metaphor about how even kings know to properly calculate and assess the 
seriousness of their decisions. So, to follow Jesus is a life-long decision that will greatly impact your entire world, not 
one to made flippantly. In fact, it is a decision that will probably cost you greatly, in many areas of your life because 
earlier within the same passage, Jesus stated that "You cannot be my disciple, unless you love me more than you love 
your father and mother, your wife and children, and your brothers and sisters." (14:26) 

    What does it mean to truly count the cost in following Jesus? Consider the following points: 

- It means engaging in an active prayer life - John 16:23. A child of God must speak to his Father and the Father 
wants to hear from His child often. It is impossible to maintain one's faith without prayer.

- It means becoming a faithful worshiper of God - John 4:24. One of the first things that seems to fall off for new 
converts is their attendance to worship. Worship must be at the center of your Christian walk.

- It means choosing Jesus over worldly desires - Matt 6:33. Every decision we make must now consider our 
relationship with Jesus.  If He is not at the center of our lives, we risk being drawn away.

- It means you will suffer - Luke 6:22. This is the part that separates the sheep from the goats (Matthew 25).
- It means loyal perseverance - Rev 2:10. Remaining faithful until death is the only way to receive the eternal 

reward that Jesus promises us. There are no second chances. One must make the right decision now.
- It means confessing Him before others - Matt 10:32. You cannot hide your faith "under a bushel".
- It means keeping His commandments - John 14:15. If you truly love Jesus, you will remain obedient to Him.
- It means becoming more like Him everyday - Phil 2:5. Jesus left us an example. We must study and learn more 

about Him all the time, so that we can be more like Him and less of the world.

    There is a lot more to following Jesus than just saying you will and then getting baptized. There are real, tangible 
challenges that one must be willing to accept and meet. It is not difficult to be a Christian, but it does require an 
earnest and genuine effort on the disciple's part. It requires one to "count the cost" of their decision to follow Jesus.

Count ing t he Cost

6745 Margaret  St reet  /  m argarst @bellsout h.net  /  850.623.8191
www.m argaret st reet churchofchr ist .org



YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

by Casey Bearden
As Christians, and those who strongly support mission efforts, we always speak of how mission-minded we are. We 

support missionaries who have dedicated their lives to living in another part of the world to share the Gospel. We send 
money, supplies, food, and educational material to those who need it in other countries. We go on trips to smaller towns 
w/struggling congregations to do door-knocking campaigns, talking to so many strangers, doing work we hardly ever do at 
home. In a world that has become so inwardly-focused, it is a blessing to know that there are those considering the faith of 
others and how to help them cultivate and nurture it. It's a blessing that we have so many that want to see Christianity grow 
throughout the whole world. Which spurs this question - what do we picture when Jesus said, "Go into all of the world and 
make disciples" in Matthew 28?

We often use that verse as our mission theme, so who and where do we define as being "the world"? A friend recently 
asked me a question that led to these thoughts - "what if we treated our local communities as if we were on a mission trip?" You see, 
we get so excited to send off missionaries, take trips, and do things for communities and countries that don't have a strong 
presence of the Gospel, but what about "the world" that exists in our backyards? Do we venture out to speak to countless 
strangers, inviting them to services? Are we constantly handing out materials with information about church events and Bible 
information? Do we randomly pray with someone who is hurting? Do we find ourselves getting involved with community 
groups, homes, and schools that need support, and use it an an opportunity to spread the Good News?

This isn't a column to berate people, but rather provoke some thought into how we approach "all of the world" mission 
efforts. Yes, we need to continue to make a presence in every part of the world, which includes the one we live in every day. 
Make an effort to see every person, situation, and conversation as a mission field, and don't be afraid to do the radical things 
we reserve for those types of trips. "The harvest and plentiful, but the laborers are few." May we reap a great harvest. ~CB

Mission Minded



The Light  of  t he Wor ld
by Trevor Smoot 

Caving is quite an adventure. From strange wildlife and spectacular mineral formations to 
the pleasantly cool temperatures and cave features, you'll find these are far from mere holes in 
the ground. Some tours will take you back far enough into the cave/ cavern that 
(claustrophobia warning), once you turn your lights off, you experience 'true darkness.' You 
can't see your hand in front of your face during these blackest parts of the tour. But when the 
guide turns on their dim light source, it feels like you're looking at the sun.
This modern illustration is similar to Jesus' teaching during the Sermon on the Mount. "You 
are the light of the world; a city set on a hill cannot remain hidden" (Matthew 5:14). During 
Jesus' ministry, the nights were much darker, so even far off lit cities - particularly ones high 
up, like Jerusalem - would clearly be visible. Jesus extended the illustration to an oil lamp in a 
home, remarking that nobody "puts it under a basket, but on the lamp stand, and it gives light 
to all who are in the house" (Matthew 5:15). Unless you're trying to show off  'true darkness,' 
it's pretty pointless to cover up a light meant to help you and others see. 

Christ then directed His audience to "let their light shine before men" (Matt. 5:16a), telling them what that looks 
like. "Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works and glorify your Father 
Who is in heaven" (Matt. 5:16b). Just as light in darkness is easily seen, our works should be so clearly visible to the 
world that our Christianity is unmistakable, inspiring others to glorify God themselves. If we are righteous, we are 
like that light in the cave breaking the darkness, and a city's light on a hill giving hope from a distance.

Of course, it's one thing to know that we should shine before men, and it's another to know how to shine. Christ, 
the Master Teacher, elaborated on that very question. Tempering your anger, avoiding lust, and praying for the 
glory of God name just a few of His teachings. It is not enough, Jesus taught, to not murder; you need to be 
reconciled to the person you have troubles with (Matt. 5:21-26). If we look lustfully at someone who isn't our 
spouse, we are equally guilty (on a spiritual level, not literal) of the sexual sin of adultery (Matt. 5:27-30). Our 
prayers should not be long-winded and repetitive for the sake of being long-winded or repetitive, but to actually 
glorify God (Matt. 6:1-15). None of our works should be to our glory, but to God's. (Compare this to James 2:14ff) 

Another note here: we're supposed to let our light shine before men. In other words, people are supposed to see 
us as the light of the world (whether they think of it that way or not). In other other words, we need to make sure 
we're visible! We cannot hide our Christianity, our faith, from the people of the world. How could someone be led 
to glorify God if we aren't readily making God's glory visible through us? To do so would make us like a light 
hidden under a basket - pointless, and in danger of starting fires. 

Being seen by others as the light of the world means we visibly appear different, and not to our glory - simple as 
that. No timidity, no pride, but open and present service to God. Jesus clears up how we do that throughout the 
remainder of His sermon. Success in that means glory to God! Oh, and in case you need any further example, just 
remember that while Matthew shows Christ calling us the light of the world, John names Him as the "True Light." 
Probably something to that.   

D O M EST I C M I SSIO N S



CO N GREGAT IO N A L  PRAYER L I ST

CHECK OUT OUR NEW:

!Lesson #11

Special   
- Larry Brady family - prayers (Nunes*)
- Winston Burnham* - recovery
- Larry Coen - hernia, future surgery
- Louise English* - stroke, recovery
- Madeline Farley* - broken wrist, recovery
- Donald Hamilton - procedure (McGriff*)
- Zeb Hamilton* - loss of son
- Betty Lee - rehab, prayers (Doug Lee's mom*)
- Sarah Lee & family*-passing of  Richard
- Doug Lee* - kidney stones
- Barbara Lundy* - knee surgery, recovery
- Rick Martin* - recovery
- Donald McGriff*- waiting on results, @ home
- Marty Murphy & family -passing of mom, Fay
- Elsa Nunes* - procedure, recovery
- Pace family* - loss of Barbara
- Melody Burnham Sanborn - recovery
- Brooke Scott* - prayers for strength
- Troy and Andrea Spradlin* - recovery
- Lori Thompson - loss of mom (J.Pace*)
- Maggie Wilson*-test results, future procedure
- Stephanie Wilson* - loss of grandmother

Recently Baptized /  Restored /  Identi f ied
- Caitlyn Crider - baptized
- Gabriel Lee - baptized
- Luke McReynolds* - baptized
- Madeline VanGrootheest - baptized
- Morgan VanGrootheest - baptized
- Jake Armstrong - identified
- Parker & Lauren Godwin - identified

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 
- Sherryn Canniff - homebound
- Louise English* - West Florida Rehab
- Bobbie Garcia* -  Shut In
- Linda Mann* - Shut In 
- Ina Ruth Miller*- Grandview Retire Center 
- Ruth Phillips*-  Pruitt House
- Jim Pitts* - Sodalis house, room 119
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Troy Vonada* - Sodalis House

Other  Requests /  Heal th Issues 
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- John & Gale Broadfoot - health (past member)
- Sherryn Canniff - healh, pain
- Keturah Dickey - MS (K. Longmire*)
- Donna Dudley - health/prayers (S. Davis*) 
- Laura Elliot - (S. Lee* mom)
- Harrison Freeman*- stability of health 
- Steve Fulton - pain, health difficulties
- Dixie Gorham 
- Barbara Helms*- health 
- Shantavia Hunt - prayers (English*) 
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Jim Loftin* - recovery at home, tests
- Yvonne Loomis - prayers, health (Nunes*)
- Cindy Marotta - paralyzed (Nunes*) 
- Randy McGilberry- heart issues (Burnham*) 
- Mary McGriff* - health
- Ron Miller-infection in asophagus(Ina Ruth*)
- Sharon Parker - broken arm (A.Spradlin* sis)
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Kara Ritchie - blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Glenn Rose - heart problems (Garcia*)
- Ted Russell* - health
- August Eugene Smith -cleft palate (J.English*)
- Josh and Zyler Thompson
- Julia Torpey* - health
- Gloria Vonada*   
- Ira and Joyce Weaver 
- Sparkle Wilson- recovery (A.Napier*)
- Jan Whitney*
- Linda Williams*

Students in Col lege
- Hannah Brown
- Seth Crider
- Stephen English
- Caitlyn Frizzell
- Jackson Lash
- Nick Webb
- Reed Wilson

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Eliezer Perez - San Lorenzo, Paraguay
- Trevor Smoot - Domestic Missions
- Sebastain Garcia - Brazil

Cancer  
- Kandi Armand - (Whitney*)
- Justin Barnhart - former member 
- Darlene Baxley - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Teri Carr - surgery (Madeline's*)
- Carson Caris - mass/prayers (Jeanna*)
- Mark Carlson - (C.Davis*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - (McGriff*)
- Lisa (Dixon) Johnson - (McGriff*)
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
- Marie and  Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
- Darrel Mason - (D.Hill*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Al Sherdan - bladder/prostatic cancer (Coen)
- Brooks Ann Singley* - good news!
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Donnie Turner- cancer (Helms*) 
- David Walther - brain (English*)

Mil i tary
- Nick Bartell - Misawa Air Base, Japan
- John Bartell - San Diego
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer Gable-New London,Groton,CT
- Amya Huey* - Italy
- Ni Mack - Kentucky
- Byron Solomon - San Diego

Expecting Mothers
- Hannah Newcomb* - August 2022
- Abby Webster - November 2022 
- Molly Doss* - December 2022
- April Davis* - December 2022
- Lauren Godwin* - January 2023
- Heidi Hudgens - January 2023 (Avalon)
- Nikki Tebbe -January 2023 (Blisse's cousin)



SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, AUGUST 28

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 

Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell 

Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis* 

Education ............................. Chris Davis* 

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin 

Finance .............................. Phillip Webb* 

Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 

OWLS ............................. Stephen Fulton 

Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 

Lads to Leaders ................. David English 

Missions ................................ Mike Scott*  

Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin* 

Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden  

Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is 

Thursday, by noon.

 EDUCATION
- Adult and Children Bible classes 

available on Sundays @ 9 AM and 
Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM. 

- Willing to teach? See Chris Davis!
-

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the 

Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- "LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire.

<WiFi Password posted in Foyer>

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradl in ........ Preacher /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Bl isse Hatcher  ............ Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  ......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com 
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 865-443-9856
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
Trevor  Smoot  ..... Domestic Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 937-417-4297
  .......................... smooterii@outlook.com

MORNING 
Opening Prayer ............... Rhett English 
Song Director ................. Casey Bearden 
Sermon ............................ Troy Spradlin 
..................................................  "Naaman" 
Scripture Reading ........ Stephen Fulton 
.............................................. 1 John 5:1-3  

Serving Communion: 
Comments ................... Mason Chnadler 
Pete Pierce .................... Michael English 
Elliot Wilson  ...................... Justin Davis  
........................................ Dennis Maduell 
Closing Prayer ........................ Rick Bird

EVENING 
Opening Prayer .................. Brett Napier  
Singing .............................. Elliot Wilson 
Scripture Reading ............ Brody Crider 
...................................................................  
Comments ................... Mason Chnadler 

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building................. Jak Gallagher  
Communion Prep ........... J. Scott family 
PowerPoint .................... Connie Bartell 
Greeters: ................................. Joe Taylor

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director ....................... Pete Pierce 
Opening Prayer ............ Mark Hitchcock

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 140 
AM Worship ..................................... 161 
PM Worship ...................................... 100 
Wed. Night Bible Class ..................... 106 
Contribution..............................................

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

ELDERS
Rick  Bird ................................. 994-3148 
............................ bird1plus3@icloud.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com  
Phi l l ip Webb .......................... 232-7431
........................... pw_webb@hotmail.com 
Joe Wilson .............................. 206-8350 
................................ jaw@whsbf-law.com

 CONTACT FOR AUGUST 
Primary ...................................  Rick Bird 
Secondary ................................ Doug Lee

Scan this QR Code
to open webpage 
for online giving 
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