"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

W el co m e! W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!
Su n d ay - A u gu st 7, 20 22

An Am azin g, New Discover y!
by Troy Spradlin
Just recently, an amazing archaeological discovery was revealed that is already having a serious impact on current
Biblical scholarship. W hile it is a rather small item (only 2cm x 2cm), it carries monumental ramifications. It is
known as the Mt Ebal Curse Tablet, or as I like to call it, the ?Yahweh Tablet.?It is a tiny lead amulet, or defixio, that
was found among a refuse pile which was part of an earlier archaeological excavation on Mount Ebal, near what is
believed to be the Altar of Joshua (Joshua 8:30). A defixio, or curse tablet, is a small scroll or inscription, written by a
worshiper, with an invocation to a deity that was meant to bring harm to a specific person (cf Joshua 8:34).
This particular tablet is made of lead and is folded in half with several
indecipherable letters inscribed on it. Unfortunately, the ancient metal is just too
brittle to unfold, so, it was sent off to a special lab in Prague where researchers
used advanced technology known as tomographic scanning to recover the text
hidden within. W hat they found was nothing short of amazing! The scan revealed
some 40 letters in a reading that included the words ?arur?(which means cursed)
and ?YHW H? (the tetragrammaton for the name of God)! The whole phrase
reads, ?Cursed, cursed, cursed ? cursed by the God YHW . You will die cursed.
Cursed you will surely die. Cursed by YHW ? cursed, cursed, cursed.?
The reason that the ?curse amulet? from Mount Ebal has rocked the world of archaeology is because of the
implications it has on the theories of how and when the Bible was written. According to Dr. Scott Stripling, director
of excavations for the Associates for Biblical Research (ABR) at ancient Tel Shiloh, who is leading the discovery and
research on the amulet, ?The ramifications of this curse tablet from Mt. Ebal, the mountain of the curse, are
enormous. First, it synchronizes with the account of the covenant renewal ceremony in Joshua 8. Second, it proves
that there was an alphabetic script with which Moses and Joshua could have written the earliest biblical books.
Third, it dismantles the Documentary Hypothesis, which claims that scribes wrote different portions of the early
biblical writings centuries apart. The aftershocks of this find will reverberate for decades.?
In other words, most liberal critical scholars do not believe Moses ever existed. They teach that the Jews made up
his character and most of the Old Testament stories around the sixth century BC. According to their theories, Moses
could not have written the Law because Hebrew didn?t even exist as a written language. Up to this point, the oldest,
extant evidence we had of Hebrew writing dated from the time of Saul and David, (from an Ostracon found in
Khirbet Qeiyafa). The ?Yahweh Tablet?destroys their presumptions because it contains a very early form of Hebrew
called proto-Hebrew. According to the analysis of the chemical isotopes in the lead of the tablet, it appears to date
from the time of Moses! W hen you put all these points together of: (1) it?s discovery location at Mt. Ebal; (2) it has
the name of Yahweh written in ancient Hebrew; and (3) its dating coincides with the Israelites entrance into Canaan;
then you have an extremely compelling case of Bible accuracy. Everything happened just as the Bible describes.
Thanks to the work of people like Dr. Stripling, (a believer of Biblical inerrancy) theology scholars will now have
to re-write their textbooks, correct their erroneous hypothesis and well, have to swallow a bunch of crow for having
doubted the authenticity and accuracy of the Holy W rit of God. (By the way, this isn?t the first time such a thing as
this has happened to them - look up the Dead Sea Scrolls). This is an amazing, new discovery! I hope it strengthens
the faith of many Christians and even more so, I pray it helps those "scholars" get their hearts right with God.
"For if you believed Moses, you would believeMe; for hewroteabout Me. "(John 5:46)
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YO U T H & FA M I L Y M I N I ST RY

"But asfor you, continuein what you havelearned and havebecomeconvinced of, becauseyou know thosefrom whom you
learned it, and how from infancy you haveknown theHoly Scriptures,which areabletomakeyou wisefor salvation through
faith in Christ Jesus. All ScriptureisGod-breathed and isuseful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, sothat theservant of God may bethoroughly equipped for every good work." - 2 Timothy 3:14-17

D O M EST I C M I SSI O N S
God Gives t h e Tim e
by Trevor Smoot
You know the feeling: when it rains, it pours. Sometimes, it just seems like a downpour of life hits all at once,
and never at a 'convenient' time. W ork unexpectedly ramps up, the family gets sick, and all this when you planned
a period of rest and relaxation. "W hy did this have to happen now?I don't have time for this" we say to ourselves.
There are only two options in response to hard times: we press on and endure, or we give in to frustration or
anxiety to walk down the path of sin.
W ishing for rough patches to be gone is by no means unreasonable; just look at Christ in the Garden (Matthew
26:42. It is when we scorn life's lessons that we give in to sin. Solomon would have, like Jesus, related to these
feelings. The somber book of Ecclesiastes, penned by the inspired king's hand,
reflects on both hard and soft times, and sobers us on the nature of life's events.
Let's look at the 'pair poem' in chapter 3 and see how it applies to our lives.
1. A time to give bir th and a time to die (3:2a) - This first pair sets the tone for
the rest. Under heaven, there are clear times to rejoice and times to weep. No
clearer times than the birth of a child or the loss of a loved one illustrate these
points. Later verses paint a broader picture of what this means.
2. A time to tear dow n and a time to buil d up (3:3b) - Solomon uses
construction language here to discuss some challenging principles. Sometimes,
we need to tear down personal relationships (whether with a person or a vice) in
favor of our relationships with God. Likewise, building up a good relationship
with a new friend or a godly trait is quite necessary.
3. A time to w eep and a time to l augh; a time to mour n and a time to dance
(3:4) - Paul's words in Romans 12:15 come to mind here: "Rejoice with those who
rejoice, weep with those who weep." Bear in mind: sometimes, to help the calm
weeping, you've got to laugh! Surely this is done best in the comfort of brother hood.
4. A time to thr ow stones and a time to gather stones (3:5a) - W ise king Solomon uses a play on words here,
namely the word 'stone.' Clearly, throwing stones refers to punishment. No doubt, there are times when
punishment is necessary, for spiritual reasons or otherwise. Those same stones can be used for building; similar to
verse 3, we need to be ready to build up and instruct when somebody is teachable in the W ord.
5. A time to be sil ent and a time to speak (3:7b) - This is perhaps the hardest of the lot. W hen we aren't careful,
we can cause damage speaking when we shouldn't or remaining silent when our voices should be heard. Solomon
would readily argue that the wise move is usually keeping the lips sealed. (Consider Proverbs 15:1).
As Solomon closes Ecclesiastes, he talks about how the fear of God is necessary in all of this (12:13f). If we don't
acknowledge God's greatness and authority, we run the risk of misunderstanding the times. Think carefully the
next time you question the experience you're having. It may just be a time to grow.

C O N GREGAT I O N A L PRAYER L I ST
Special
Other Requests / Heal th Issues
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- Larry Brady family - prayers (Nunes*)
- Angela Bibinis - kidney (McGriff*/ Pace*)
- W inston Burnham* - recovery
- John & Gale Broadfoot - health (past member)
- Madeline Farley* - fell, broken wrist
- Joshua & Camden - personal (Elsa Nunes*)
- Laura Elliot - ICU (S. Lee* mom)
- Katie Chapman* - recovery from hospital
- Louise English* - stroke, recovery
- Keturah Dickey - MS (K. Longmire*)
- Ray and Estain family* - COVID, recovery
- Donna Dudley - health/ prayers (S. Davis*)
- Spencer Gable - shoulder surgery, recovery
- W yatt Lambert-head injury, surg. (Bingham*) - Harrison Freeman*- stability of health
- Terry Knight - lost in the mountains (J.Pace*) - Steve Fulton - pain, health difficulties
- Betty Lee - rehab, prayers (Doug Lee's mom*) - Dixie Gorham - @home recovering
- Sarah Lee & family*-passing of father, Richard - Zeb Hamilton* - health
- Barbara Helms*- health
- Elizabeth Lipford* - COVID
- Shantavia Hunt - prayers (English*)
- Barbara Lundy* - knee surgery, recovery
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Ron Miller-infection in asophagus(Ina Ruth*)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Donald McGriff*- waiting on results, @home
- Jim Loftin* - recovery at home, tests
- Mary McGriff* - health, asking for prayers!
- Yvonne Loomis - prayers, health (Nunes*)
- Luke McReynolds* - new brother in Christ!
- Cindy Marotta - paralyzed (Nunes*)
- Marty Murphy & family -passing of mom, Fay - Randy McGilberry- heart issues (Burnham*)
- Judy Neely - bronchitis (Torpey*)
- Michelle Parker - home, recovery (McGriff*)
- Lejewel Neely - sinusitis (Torpey*)
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Pace family* - loss of Barbara
- Kara Ritchie - blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Sharon Parker - broken arm (A.Spradlin* sis)
- August Eugene Smith -cleft palate (J.English*)
- Glenn Rose - heart problems (Garcia*)
- Josh and Zyler Thompson
- Ted Russell* - procedure, recovery
- Gloria Vonada*
- Melody Burnham Sanborn - surgery, recovery - Ira and Joyce Weaver
- Sparkle W ilson- recovery (A.Napier*)
- Brooke Scott* - prayers for strength
- Jan W hitney*
- Julia Torpey* - health, asking for prayers!
- Linda W illiams* - recovery @home
- Maggie W ilson*-test results, future procedure Students in Col l ege
- Hannah Brown
- Seth Crider
Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- Stephen English
- Sherryn Canniff - homebound
- Caitlyn Frizzell
- Louise English* - West Florida Rehab
- Jackson Lash
- Bobbie Garcia* - Shut In
- Nick Webb
- Linda Mann* - Shut In
- Ina Ruth Miller*- Grandview Retire Center Mission W or k s
- Ruth Phillips*- Pruitt House
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Jim Pitts* - Sodalis house, room 119
- Eliezer Perez - San Lorenzo, Paraguay
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Trevor Smoot - Domestic Missions
- Sabastain Garcia - Brazil
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- ECS, GNT, & GCBC
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Troy Vonada* - Sodalis House

Cancer
- Kandi Armand - (W hitney*)
- Justin Barnhart - former member
- Darlene Baxley - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Teri Carr - surgery (Madeline's*)
- Carson Caris - mass/ prayers (Jeanna*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - (McGriff*)
- Lisa (Dixon) Johnson - (McGriff*)
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
- Marie and Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Al Sherdan - bladder/ prostatic cancer (Coen)
- Brooks Ann Singley* - good news!
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Donnie Turner- cancer (Helms*)
- David W alther - brain (English*)
Mil itar y
- Nick Bartell - Misawa Air Base, Japan
- John Bartell - W ashington, DC
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer Gable-New London,Groton,CT
- Drayton Hale - Lemoore, CA
- Amya Huey* - Chicago
- Ni Mack - Missouri
- Byron Solomon - San Diego
Expecting Mother s
- Hannah Newcomb* - August 2022
- Abby Webster - November 2022 (Gateway)
- Molly Doss* - December 2022
- April Davis* - December 2022
- Heidi Hudgens - January 2023 (Avalon)
- Nikki Tebbe -January 2023 (Blisse's cousin)
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SERVING W ITH
HONOR
SUNDAY, AUGUST 7
MORNING
Opening Prayer ..................... Pat Mense
Song Director ................. Casey Bearden
Sermon ........................... Scott Shanahan
.......................................... "Christ'sreturn"
Scripture Reading ......... Jake Newcomb
.................................... Matthew 23:29-39
Ser ving Communion:
Comments ......................... Blake Hatcher
Pete Pierce .................... Michael English
Elliot W ilson ...................... Justin Davis
........................................ Dennis Maduell
Closing Prayer ........................ Doug Lee
EVENING
Opening Prayer ............. Stephen Fulton
Singing ............................... Brody Crider
Scripture Reading ........... Elliot W ilson
.....................................................................
Comments ......................... Blake Hatcher
W or ship Ser vice and Pr epar ation:
Secure Building................ Casey Bearden
Communion Prep ........... J. Scott family
PowerPoint .......................... Lori Mense
Greeters: ................................. Joe Taylor

Vi si t or s:

STAFF

Tr oy Spr adl in ........ Preacher / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
You ar e ou r h on or ed gu est !
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
For more information about the church,
Casey Bear den .............. Family Minister
spiritual topics, our classes, and activities,
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
there is a tract rack at the entrance of the
........................... caseybearden@live.com
auditorium for your convenience.
Bl isse Hatcher ............ Church Secretary
Or, ask any member for assistance.
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
Please take a moment to fill out a
......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com
visitors card, or sign our guest book
so that we might have a record of
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary
your attendance. Thank you!
.................................... cell: 865-443-9856
.................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
MINISTRY
Tr evor Smoot ..... Domestic Missionary
ANNOUNCEMENTS
.................................... cell: 937-417-4297
ADMINISTRATION
.......................... smooterii@outlook.com
- Deadline for all bulletin items is
Thursday, by noon.
ELDERS
Rick Bir d ................................. 994-3148
............................ bird1plus3@icloud.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
Phil l ip W ebb .......................... 232-7431
........................... pw_webb@hotmail.com
Joe W il son .............................. 206-8350
EDUCATION
................................ jaw@whsbf-law.com
- Adult and Children Bible classes
available on Sundays @9 AM and
CONTACT FOR AUGUST
Wednesdays @6:30 PM.
Primary ................................... Rick Bird
- W illing to teach?See Chris Davis!
Secondary ................................ Doug Lee
-

Th an k y ou f or com i n g!

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director ................... Elliot W ilson
Opening Prayer ................... Ted Russell

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin
Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell
Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis*

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT:
WORSHIP
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 146
- Service Rosters are available on the
AM W orship ..................................... 187 Welcome Desk and Margaret Street
PM W orship ..................................... N/ A website (listed under "Archives")
Wed. Night Bible Class ..................... 165 - "LISTEN" devices available in the
Contribution.................................$11,706 foyer, located in the Armoire.
<W iFi Passw or d posted in Foyer >

TIMESOF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

Education ............................. Chris Davis*
Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin
Finance .............................. Phillip Webb*
Fellowship ............................... Jeff Scott*
OW LS ............................. Stephen Fulton
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders ................. David English
Missions ................................ Mike Scott*

Scan this QR Code Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin*
to open webpage Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden
for online giving W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

