
W elcom e! W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!
Su n day -  O ctober  2, 20 22

"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

by Troy Spradlin
   Imagine being invited to a large dinner party by an acquaintance of yours. You've been to eat at the homes of your 
friends and family before, so you are familiar with the basic etiquette of such occasions. However, when you arrive at 
this event, dressed in your finest apparel, ready to mingle with the guests, and enjoy some good food, you 
immediately notice that this crowd is quite different than what you were expecting. This house is full of guests, but 
the invitees consist of drug-users, alcoholics, prostitutes, homeless vagrants, swindlers, terrorists, racists, hypocrites 
and the town gossip - just to name a few. How would you respond? Seriously? Would you not raise an eyebrow, furl 
your brow, and bite your cheek while contemplating your exit strategy? Or, would your heart smile as you enter the 
room, ready to greet these potential new friends? That is the scenario we find in Matthew 9:10-11.

    Jesus had just called Matthew to follow Him (9:9). A tax collector. The kind of 
person hated by the average Israelite. A publican (the Roman designation for a tax 
collector) who was considered one of the most repugnant individuals among the 
population. They were despised as traitors, viewed as fraudulent cheaters, forbidden 
from the synagogues, treated as social pariahs, and worse - they were sinners! This 
guy was at the dinner party along with all the other undesirables. How could the 
proclaimed Messiah associate Himself with such despicable characters? Now, you 
have the context for Matthew 9:9-13. With that in mind, consider Jesus' response.

     When Jesus heard that, He said to them, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. But go and 
learn what this means: 'I DESIRE MERCY AND NOT SACRIFICE.' For I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to 
repentance." (Matthew 9:12-13) Jesus is responding to the question presented by the Pharisees in verse 11. These men 
were the religious leaders among the Israelites. They were not in the mercy business, they were in the enforcement 
business. Throughout the Gospel accounts, we see them more concerned about keeping the "traditions of men" 
(Matt 7:6-8, 23:2-36), rather than exhibiting "love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control" (Galatians 5:22-23). While they dutifully fulfilled the physical rituals commanded for 
sacrificing animals and harvests at the altar, their hearts were disconnected from the spiritual aspect of the law. Jesus 
pointed this very thing out to them multiple times (Matthew 5:17-48; 9:4, 12:34-35). They were missing the point!

    No one misunderstands why a doctor is more concerned about those who are ailing than he is for those who are in 
good health. Therefore, why would the Savior come to minister to those who already knew the will of the Father, 
instead of seeking out those who need to know  God - "who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge 
of the truth" (1 Timothy 2:4)? The Pharisees had the word of God at their disposal, the will of the Father was there 
for them to discover, but they had not interpreted it correctly, nor were they applying it to themselves. Why were 
they, as men of God, not seeking out the downtrodden, the outcast, the poor in spirit, and sinners to bring them back 
to the Lord? What is more impor tant to God: meticulous duty to rules that man added to God's law , or  
compassionate love extended toward others? That is what Jesus meant by "go learn what this means." It was a 
hard pill to swallow for those religious elites. So much so, they would rather eliminate the Messiah, than repent.

    What about us today? Can we become so engrossed in worldly affairs that we forget to be merciful toward others - 
especially those of the household of faith? Can we be so distracted by consumerism religion that we only focus on 
materialistic elements instead of leading the lost to Jesus, or building up someone's faith? Can we get so caught up in 
our own desires for enforcing the rules that we would rather eliminate the perceived opponent than look at our own 
hearts? If the answer is "yes," then perhaps, we need to go and learn what this means: I desire mercy, not sacrifice. 

      

Go and Learn What  t h is Means ... I Desire Mercy
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YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

"But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you 
learned it, and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures,which are able to make you wise for salvation through 

faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work." - 2 Timothy 3:14-17



Perhaps
by Trevor Smoot 

"For perhaps he was for this reason separated from you for a while, 
that you would have him back forever, no longer as a slave, but more 
than a slave, a beloved brother, especially to me, but how much more to 
you, both in the flesh and in the Lord" (Philemon vv.15-16).  Whenever 
this passage comes to mind for me, I think the phrase "Perhaps Moment," 
indicating my confidence that God was involved in a situation. In 
context, Paul is referring to Onesimus being removed from Philemon in a 
way that strengthened their spiritual bond as brothers. While Paul 
doesn't outright confirm whether it was God or coincidence that led to 
the removal, it seems clear Paul has a good guess as to which.

Many refer to these moments as 'providence,' and often with good reason. If something 'preferable' happens to 
us, many want to assume God was involved.  Certainly, if glorifying God results from the situation, then maybe He 
was! Even so, it's never certain a situation we like is necessarily something God did. After all, there are no doubt 
many wealthy people whose 'good things' drew them away from God (cf. Matthew 19:23-24). Having said that, 
there seems to be a decent (i.e. not perfect) litmus test for whether God did get involved. 

Consider James 1:17, that "every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the 
Father of lights." The 'knee-jerk' response to what we perceive as good is what we've already addressed: "I get a 
thing I like, so obviously God gave it to me." Bear in mind the point James is trying to convey: the spiritual is 
greater than the material. Chapter 5 of his entire letter seems centered around how elders ought to pray for the 
spiritual ills of the physically sick. So, if that promotion, house, or significant other strengthened your relationship 
with the Lord, perhaps what you received came from above!

Let's assume, for now, that any pleasant thing you've ever received was a direct gift from God (whatever "direct" 
means). What was/were that/ those thing(s)? Maybe it was a directed path or an object or an opportunity. 
Personally, I can - without any ounce of exaggeration - literally track how I came to be writing this article from my 
love of dinosaurs as a child. Perhaps that was a tremendous series of chance - though I rather doubt it. 

"Perhaps moments" don't have to be pleasant, by the way. I imagine Philemon wasn't exactly happy that a 
servant of his was removed from him. At least, he would have been a bit inconvenienced in some way. Paul and 
others who wound up in prison probably wouldn't have argued the lack of comfortable beds was a material 
improvement. Nevertheless, Philemon and Onesimus grew as brothers, and people were saved because of Paul's 
imprisonment (Acts 16:30-33). Those very sorts of things were also how I discovered apologetics and preaching 
schools. They were difficult, but my spirituality was strengthened despite their 'coincidental' inconvenience.

Perhaps those things were from God, perhaps not. Regardless, we should think spiritually of all our experiences. 
If we aren't drawing nearer to God,  perhaps we have lost sight of what we should be focused on to begin with. 
What about you? Take some serious time to think on that if you haven't lately. Has anything been inconvenient to 
you and turned out to be just what you needed to lean on God more? What of those things which led to to where 
you are today? Perhaps they  were coincidence. Perhaps not.

D O M EST I C M I SSIO N S
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CHECK OUT OUR NEW:

!Lesson #11

Special   
- Those affected by the huricane
- Winston Burnham* - recovery
- Bob Black - WFH (Lipford*)
- Larry Coen - hernia, future surgery
- Donald Hamilton - procedure (McGriff*)
- Zeb Hamilton* - loss of son
- Sierra Hill - loss of father (Ray*)
- Betty Lee - rehab, prayers (Doug Lee's mom*)
- Sarah Lee & family*- passing of  Richard
- Barbara Lundy* - knee surgery, recovery
- Newcomb family* - birth of baby, Sunny!
- Elsa Nunes* - procedure, recovery
- Pace family* - loss of Barbara
- Ella Parker* - open heart surgery, recovery
- Glenn Rose - SRH, fluid of heart (Garcia*)
- Melody Burnham Sanborn - recovery
- Tony Smith - needs liver tansplant (Fisher*)
- Troy Vonada* - fell, recovery
- Phillip Webb* - surgery 10/5

Recently Baptized /  Restored /  Identi f ied
- Caitlyn Crider* - baptized
- Gabriel Lee*- baptized
- Luke McReynolds* - baptized
- Madeline VanGrootheest* - baptized
- Morgan VanGrootheest* - baptized
- John Hart* - baptized
- Jake Armstrong* - identified
- Parker & Lauren Godwin* - identified
- Rick & Crystal Bartanen* - identified

Expecting Mothers
- Abby Webster - November 2022 
- Molly Doss* - December 2022
- April Davis* - December 2022
- Lauren Godwin* - January 2023
- Heidi Hudgens - January 2023 (Avalon)
- Nikki Tebbe -January 2023 (Blisse's cousin)
- Jennifer Cannon - March 2023

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Eliezer Perez - San Lorenzo, Paraguay
- Trevor Smoot - Domestic Missions
- Sebastain Garcia - Brazil

Other  Requests /  Heal th Issues 
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- John & Gale Broadfoot - health (past member)
- Sherryn Canniff - healh, pain
- Sherry Davis* - health
- Keturah Dickey - MS (K. Longmire*)
- Laura Elliot - (S. Lee* mom)
- Madeline Farley* - broken wrist, recovery
- Steve Fulton - pain, health difficulties
- Dixie Gorham 
- Barbara Helms*- health 
- Shantavia Hunt - prayers (English*) 
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Jim Loftin* - recovery at home, tests
- Yvonne Loomis - prayers, health (Nunes*)
- Cindy Marotta - paralyzed (Nunes*) 
- Vicente Martinez - kidney transplant 
- Randy McGilberry - heart issues (Burnham*) 
- Mary McGriff* - health, asthma
- Ron Miller-infection in asophagus(Ina Ruth*)
- Sharon Parker - broken arm (A.Spradlin* sis)
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Kara Ritchie - blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Glenn Rose - heart problems (Garcia*)
- Ted Russell* - health
- August Eugene Smith -cleft palate (J.English*)
- Josh and Zyler Thompson
- Julia Torpey* - health
- Gloria Vonada*   
- Jan Whitney*

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 
- Sherryn Canniff - homebound
- Donna Dudley - Life Care Center (S. Davis*) 
- Louise English* - McCool's Home
- Bobbie Garcia* -  Shut In
- Linda Mann* - Shut In 
- Ina Ruth Miller*- Grandview Retire Center 
- Ella Parker* - Solaris Healthcare
- Ruth Phillips*-  Shut In
- Jim Pitts* - Sodalis house, room 119
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Troy Vonada* - Sodalis House

Cancer  
- Kandi Armand - (Whitney*)
- Justin Barnhart - former member 
- Darlene Baxley - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Carson Caris - mass/prayers (Jeanna*)
- Mark Carlson - (C.Davis*)
- Tish Clark - surgery (Hatcher*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - (McGriff*)
- Lisa (Dixon) Johnson - (McGriff*)
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
- Marie and  Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
- Darrel Mason - (D.Hill*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Eva Mae Saterfield (Wigums) - (McGriff*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Al Sherdan - bladder/prostatic cancer (Coen)
- Brooks Ann Singley* - good news!
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Donnie Turner- cancer (Helms*) 
- David Walther - brain (English*)
- Kellie (Wiggins) Ward - (frmer mem.)
- Daisy Jean Williams - (J.Pace)

Mil i tary
- Nick Bartell - Ft. Walton Beach
- John Bartell - Washington, DC
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer Gable-New London,Groton,CT
- Amya Huey* - Italy
- Ni Mack - Kentucky
- Byron Solomon - San Diego

 

Students in Col lege
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Seth Crider
- Stephen English
- Caitlyn Frizzell
- Jackson Lash

- Caleb Owens
- Nick Webb
- Lily Weathersbee
- Reed Wilson
- Lexi Wildes



SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 

Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell 

Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis* 

Education ............................. Chris Davis* 

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin 

Finance ....................................................... 

Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 

OWLS ............................. Stephen Fulton 

Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 

Lads to Leaders ................. David English 

Missions ................................ Mike Scott*  

Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin* 

Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden  

Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is 

Thursday, by noon.

 EDUCATION
- Adult and Children Bible classes 

available on Sundays @ 9 AM and 
Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM. 

- Willing to teach? See Chris Davis!
-

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the 

Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- "LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire.

<WiFi Password posted in Foyer>

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradl in ........ Preacher /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Bl isse Hatcher  ............ Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  ......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com 
Scott Shanahan .................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 865-443-9856
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
Trevor  Smoot  ..... Domestic Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 937-417-4297
  .......................... smooterii@outlook.com

MORNING 
Opening Prayer ............. Jake Armstrong  
Song Director .................. Casey Bearden 
Sermon ............................. Troy Spradlin 
............................. "The Churches of Christ" 
Scripture Reading ............ Elliot Wilson 
.......................................... Romans 16:16

Serving Communion: 
Comments ................................ Jared Lee 
David English  ..................... Chris Davis 
Luke McReynolds .................... Jeff Scott  
.................................................. Jim Loftin 
Closing Prayer ........................ Doug Lee

EVENING 
Opening Prayer ..................... Jack Davis 
Singing .............................. Elliot Wilson 
Comments ............................... Jared Lee

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building................... Rick Martin 
Communion Prep .................. The Birds' 
PowerPoint ..................... Connie Bartell 
Greeters: ................................ Elsa Nunes

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director ................... Blake Hatcher
Opening Prayer ................ Rhett English
Devotional ........................... Chris Davis

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 153 
AM Worship .................................... 180 
PM Worship ..................................... 107 
Wed. Night Bible Class .................... 131 
Contribution .............................. $10,022

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

ELDERS
Rick  Bird ................................. 994-3148 
............................ bird1plus3@icloud.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com  
Phi l l ip Webb .......................... 232-7431
........................... pw_webb@hotmail.com 
Joe Wilson .............................. 206-8350 
................................ jaw@whsbf-law.com

CONTACT FOR OCTOBER
Primary ................................  Joe Wilson 
Secondary .......................... Phillip Webb

Scan this QR Code
to open webpage 
for online giving 
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