"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

W el co m e! W e'r e gl ad y o u ar e h er e!
Su n d ay - Sep t em b er 11, 20 22

A Gen er at ion Wh o Did Not Kn ow God
by Troy Spradlin
For those of us who vividly remember this day, twenty one years ago, it is still an emotionally difficult subject for
many to think or talk about. I am sure that all of us, who do remember, know exactly where we were on that
Tuesday morning, along with other details about that day. The shocking images of that second plane exploding into
the South Tower of the W orld Trade Center left us all completely speechless while a sense of sheer terror came over
everyone who was watching it live on television. The numbness and confusion was then amplified as the news came
over the airwaves of another plane crashing into the Pentagon and still another crashing in Pennsylvania, causing us
to realize that these were all coordinated, deliberate attacks! It is a day that, to anyone who was alive back then, will
always be remembered. It is a day that still has much significance to a large portion of the American population.
However, there is now another large portion of the population that wasn't even alive
back then. In the past twenty-one years, an entirely new generation has now grown up and
has either already entered the work force, or will soon be graduating from college. They are
all adults now, part of our society, and have no personal recollection of the September 11
attacks, other than what they have seen in pictures and historical media. It is like many of us
today, who have no personal memories of December 7th, 1941, the attack on Pearl Harbor.
Many of us were not alive back then. W hile there are still a few who were alive then and do
remember well, there has been three or four generations that have grown up since.
There is a similar spiritual application we can make from all this. Judges 2:10 reads, "When all that generation had
been gathered to their fathers, another generation arose after them who did not know the LORD nor the work which He had
done for Israel." In other words, within just a few years (a complete generation is typically about forty years), the
entir e popul ation of Isr ael had gone fr om a peopl e w ho k new God to a peopl e w ho had no idea w ho God
w as or w hat He had done for their nation! For illustration purposes, it would be like saying that every person in
America who once believed in the Lord had all died and now, an entire population exists that does not know
anything about Yahweh. Could you imagine living in a country, being part of a nation, that knew absolutely nothing
about God Almighty? W hat if everyone in America had no memory of ever learning about our Father in heaven, or
hearing stories about the Creator, or even being aware of a book that told you everything about Him? Can you see
the picture I've painted?That is what it would be like to be a Hebrew during the time of the Judges.
Ronald Reagan famously stated, ?Freedom is never more than one generation away from extinction." Friends and
brethren, if we are not careful and keenly astute of the danger, the same can apply to Christianity in this country.
The evidence of it is seen in the fact that more and more of the population is putting down the Bible and walking
away from religion all together. W hile the Lord's church will always continue and the "gates of Hades shall not
prevail against it" (Matt 16:18), that does not mean it will always prevail in America. It can and is flourishing in other
parts of the world. The tr uth is, w e ar e just one gener ation aw ay fr om having a nation that k now s not God.
But, there is hope! All is not lost and much can still be done to prevent such a tragedy from happening. The
solution is the same for us as it was for the Hebrews before the time of the Judges. Deuteronomy 6:4-7 provides the
answer. For the sake of emphasis, read it as if it personally applies to you, me, and our nation. "Hear, O Israel: The
LORD our God, the LORD isone! You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your
strength. And thesewordswhich I command you today shall be in your heart. You shall teach them diligently toyour children,
andshall talk of themwhen you sit in your house, when you walk by theway, when you liedown, andwhen you riseup."
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Don't Get Caught "Just Reading"
by Casey Bearden
I read an article the other day where a young woman expressed that she felt, for so long, that if she read the Bible often
enough, long enough, and well enough, then God would be pleased with her and she would be a good Christian, as if it were
like some contract she had with God. She realized in adulthood that she had been dead wrong, and it had impacted her faith in
such a negative way that she couldn't have imagined. Just reading the Bible proved to not be good enough. That's interesting
isn't it?
How many of us, myself included, often read with the intention of making sure we spend time in God's W ord during the
day?W hat benefit does it really have if we are just reading to read and check a box? If we are not serious about drawing
something from God and seeking to understand His will, love, and purpose for our lives, why are we doing it?Because that is
exactly what God wants to do - enable us to draw a blessing of spiritual growth from His spoken W ord. Blessings in your
daily studies. ~CB
"Oh how I loveyour law!It ismy meditation all theday. Your commandment makesmewiser than my enemies, for it isever with me. I
havemoreunderstanding than all my teachers, for your testimoniesaremy meditation. I understand morethan theaged, for I keep your
precepts. I hold back my feet from every evil way, in order tokeep your word. I donot turn asidefrom your rules, for you havetaught me.
How sweet areyour wordstomy taste, sweeter than honey tomy mouth! Through your preceptsI get understanding; thereforeI hate
every falseway. Your word isa lamp tomy feet and a light tomy path." - Psalm 119:97-105
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D O M EST I C M I SSI O N S
God's Glor y in Cr eat ion
by Trevor Smoot
I'm about as creative as a milk flavored milkshake - equally artistic, at that. It constantly amazes me to see
beautiful paintings, animation, or architecture, knowing full-well a human person came up with the masterpiece. A
'former' instructor of mine is one such artist, focused on digital scratchboards. The level of detail he can give a
great blue heron or elephant is an amazing thing to see. That same, immensely skilled guy also looks into the
spectacular sunset and says, "God's been painting again." Surely, he's not alone. W ho among us hasn't looked at a
sun-lit horizon, a glassy gulf, or trees bursting in autumn color and thought "God is good"?
Paul certainly thought so. In fact, according to Paul, God created the
world with intent to make that clear to all. "For the wrath of God is
r eveal ed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men
who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because that which is known
about God is evident w ithin them; for God made it evident to them.
For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal
power and divine nature, have been cl ear l y seen, being understood
thr ough w hat has been made, so that they are without defense"
(Romans 1:18-20). In short, anybody who looks out to the universe around them without acknowledging the
reality of God has no excuse. Secularists immediately come to mind; those people who are more interested in
asserting that God does not or cannot exist than even wondering if He might. Romans plainly illustrates this is
ultimately an unreasonable position to hold. Atheism, according to the inspired apostle, is without foundation.
King David approached God's clear majesty from a different angle. "The heavens ar e tel l ing of the glory of
God; and their expanse is decl ar ing the w or k of His hands. Day to day pours forth speech and night to night
reveals knowledge" (Psalm 19:1-2). David reveled in the glory of God, this by submitting to His greatness. First
acknowledging God's greatness by how marvelous His very creation is, David later remarks to something greater
yet. "The law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple"
(Psalm 19:7). He goes on to comment on God's law and how it benefits man. Instead of looking to God's creation
and being frustrated by the non-believer, David sees it and glorifies God and His Law.
Notice that Paul likewise wasn't caught up in frustration toward the non-believer as he wrote Romans (at least,
not necessarily). He only means to suggest they are without excuse and vindicate God for giving them over to their
desires, citing things have been that way since the beginning (Romans 1:20-32). David expressed the appropriate
response to Creation - utter awe toward God. We should likewise respond to Creation. Its existence isn't merely to
call out non-believers as fools for not believing in God. W hile there is indeed truth to that statement, we should
not carry an attitude which communicates that. It is our responsibility to glorify God. Instead of using the clear
reality that God exists as a bludgeon, we should use creation as inspiration to serve Him.
Bear in mind: serving God appropriately through Creation could involve convincing people of God's existence!
It is altogether possible that many who don't believe in the existence of God have simply never been shown the
alternative, the truth. Imagine convincing such a person of their folly - they would never be able to look at
Creation the same, understanding it tells of God's greatness.
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Other Requests / Heal th Issues
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- W inston Burnham* - upcoming procedure
- John & Gale Broadfoot - health (past member)
- Larry Coen - hernia, future surgery
- Sherryn Canniff - healh, pain
- Nicole Crider - kidney/ liver failure (Mense*)
- Keturah Dickey - MS (K. Longmire*)
- Louise English* - recovery, speech therapy
- Donna Dudley - health/ prayers (S. Davis*)
- Madeline Farley* - broken wrist, recovery
- Laura Elliot - (S. Lee* mom)
- Donald Hamilton - procedure (McGriff*)
- Harrison Freeman*- stability of health
- Zeb Hamilton* - loss of son
- Steve Fulton - pain, health difficulties
- Sierra Hill - loss of father (Ray*)
- Betty Lee - rehab, prayers (Doug Lee's mom*) - Dixie Gorham
- Barbara Helms*- health
- Sarah Lee & family*-passing of Richard
- Shantavia Hunt - prayers (English*)
- Barbara Lundy* - knee surgery, recovery
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Donald McGriff*- waiting on results, @home
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Newcomb family* - birth
- Jim Loftin* - recovery at home, tests
- Elsa Nunes* - procedure, recovery
- Yvonne Loomis - prayers, health (Nunes*)
- Pace family* - loss of Barbara
- Cindy Marotta - paralyzed (Nunes*)
- Melody Burnham Sanborn - recovery
- Randy McGilberry- heart issues (Burnham*)
- Troy Vonada* - fall, recovery
- Mary McGriff* - health
- Stephanie W ilson* - loss of grandmother
- Ron Miller-infection in asophagus(Ina Ruth*)
Recentl y Baptized / Restor ed / Identified
- Caitlyn Crider* - baptized
- Gabriel Lee*- baptized
- Luke McReynolds* - baptized
- Madeline VanGrootheest* - baptized
- Morgan VanGrootheest* - baptized
- John Hart* - baptized
- Jake Armstrong* - identified
- Parker & Lauren Godwin* - identified
- Rick & Crystal Bartanen* - identified
Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- Sherryn Canniff - homebound
- Louise English* - McCool's Home
- Bobbie Garcia* - Shut In
- Linda Mann* - Shut In
- Ina Ruth Miller*- Grandview Retire Center
- Ruth Phillips*- Shut In
- Jim Pitts* - Sodalis house, room 119
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Troy Vonada* - Sodalis House

- Kandi Armand - (W hitney*)
- Justin Barnhart - former member
- Darlene Baxley - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Teri Carr - surgery (Madeline's*)
- Carson Caris - mass/ prayers (Jeanna*)
- Mark Carlson - (C.Davis*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - (McGriff*)
- Lisa (Dixon) Johnson - (McGriff*)
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
- Marie and Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
- Darrel Mason - (D.Hill*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Sharon Parker - broken arm (A.Spradlin* sis) - Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Al Sherdan - bladder/ prostatic cancer (Coen)
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Brooks Ann Singley* - good news!
- Kara Ritchie - blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Glenn Rose - heart problems (Garcia*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Ted Russell* - health
- Donnie Turner- cancer (Helms*)
- August Eugene Smith -cleft palate (J.English*)
- David W alther - brain (English*)
- Josh and Zyler Thompson
- Kellie (W iggins) W ard - (frmer mem.)
- Julia Torpey* - health
Mil itar y
- Gloria Vonada*
- Nick Bartell - Misawa Air Base, Japan
- Sparkle W ilson- recovery (A.Napier*)
- John Bartell - San Diego
- Maggie W ilson*-test results, future procedure
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Jan W hitney*
- Spencer Gable-New London,Groton,CT
- Linda W illiams*
- Amya Huey* - Italy
- Ni Mack - Kentucky
- Byron Solomon - San Diego
Expecting Mother s
- Abby Webster - November 2022
- Molly Doss* - December 2022
- April Davis* - December 2022
Students in Col l ege
- Lauren Godwin* - January 2023
- Hannah Brown
- Heidi Hudgens - January 2023 (Avalon)
- Seth Crider
- Nikki Tebbe -January 2023 (Blisse's cousin)
- Stephen English
- Caitlyn Frizzell
Mission W or k s
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Jackson Lash
- Eliezer Perez - San Lorenzo, Paraguay
- Nick Webb
- Trevor Smoot - Domestic Missions
- Reed W ilson
- Sebastain Garcia - Brazil
Cancer
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SERVING W ITH
HONOR
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
MORNING
Opening Prayer .................. Rick Martin
Song Director ............. Mason Chandler
Sermon ............................ Trevor Smoot
............................. "That You May Believe"
Scripture Reading ........... Elliot W ilson
.......................................... John 20:24-31
Ser ving Communion:
Comments ...................... Casey Bearden
Buz Turner ................ Dakota Boughton
Luke McReynolds .... Matt McReynolds
........................................ Parker Godwin
Closing Prayer .................. Phillip Webb
EVENING
Opening Prayer ....................... Jeff Scott
Singing ................................ Paul Lipford
Comments ....................... Casey Bearden
W or ship Ser vice and Pr epar ation:
Secure Building............ Darrell Bozeman
Communion Prep ............ Mense family
PowerPoint ............... Matt McReynolds
Greeters: ................................. Joe Taylor
WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director ................... Elliot W ilson
Opening Prayer ..................... Jack Davis

Vi si t or s:

STAFF

Tr oy Spr adl in ........ Preacher / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
You ar e ou r h on or ed gu est !
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
For more information about the church,
Casey Bear den .............. Family Minister
spiritual topics, our classes, and activities,
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
there is a tract rack at the entrance of the
........................... caseybearden@live.com
auditorium for your convenience.
Bl isse Hatcher ............ Church Secretary
Or, ask any member for assistance.
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
Please take a moment to fill out a
......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com
visitors card, or sign our guest book
so that we might have a record of
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary
your attendance. Thank you!
.................................... cell: 865-443-9856
.................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
MINISTRY
Tr evor Smoot ..... Domestic Missionary
ANNOUNCEMENTS
.................................... cell: 937-417-4297
ADMINISTRATION
.......................... smooterii@outlook.com
- Deadline for all bulletin items is
Thursday, by noon.
ELDERS
Rick Bir d ................................. 994-3148
............................ bird1plus3@icloud.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
Phil l ip W ebb .......................... 232-7431
........................... pw_webb@hotmail.com
Joe W il son .............................. 206-8350
EDUCATION
................................ jaw@whsbf-law.com
- Adult and Children Bible classes
available on Sundays @9 AM and
CONTACT FOR SEPTEMBER
Wednesdays @6:30 PM.
Primary .................................. Doug Lee
- W illing to teach?See Chris Davis!
Secondary .......................... Phillip Webb
-

Th an k y ou f or com i n g!

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES
Administration .................. Troy Spradlin
Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 115
AM W orship ..................................... 145
WORSHIP
PM W orship ....................................... 92 - Service Rosters are available on the
Wed. Night Bible Class .................... 129 Welcome Desk and Margaret Street
Contribution ................................ $9,925 website (listed under "Archives")
- "LISTEN" devices available in the
foyer, located in the Armoire.

TIMESOF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

<W iFi Passw or d posted in Foyer >

Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis*
Education ............................. Chris Davis*
Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin
Finance .............................. Phillip Webb*
Fellowship ............................... Jeff Scott*
OW LS ............................. Stephen Fulton
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders ................. David English
Missions ................................ Mike Scott*

Scan this QR Code Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin*
to open webpage Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden
for online giving W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

