
W elcom e! W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!
Su n day -  Sep tem ber  18, 20 22

"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

by Troy Spradlin
   I have several media sources I like to watch and YouTube is one of my favorites. On that platform, there are several 
religious channels to which I subscribe that are very encouraging to me and help strengthen my faith. Just recently, I 
was watching one of those channels that was dealing with the many misconceptions that numerous people hold 
concerning the Bible and Christianity. The main topic was emphasizing the differences between the Old and New 
Testaments. It was quite enlightening and I want to share it with you here because it highlights spiritual blindness.  

    In the program, they played a short video clip of a young lady raging against 
Christians. She was calling out perceived hypocrisy and lamenting the "fact" that 
Christians will say, "My religion says that being gay, homosexual, or lesbian is a 
sin," and then will turn around and completely ignore other passages that point out 
sin within their own religion. She went on to cite passages, as proof, and saying, 
"Your religion also says 'eating bacon is a sin.' How come you ignore that?"         
(Lev 11:7) She added, "Your religion says that 'getting a tattoo is a sin.' How come 
you ignore that?" (Lev 19:28) Among several other Old Testament passages, she 
also stated, "Your religion says that 'if a woman isn't a virgin when she marries, she 

should be stoned to death.' Why do you ignore that?" (Deu 22:20) The young lady concluded with, "But that's too 
hard for you. So, you've decided that God didn't mean any of that, God only meant the 'being gay' part. Listen, if you 
are going to spread hatred toward others by quoting the Bible at them, make sure you first follow the entire thing, or 
shut entirely up!" The title of her rant was called "How to reply when people say LBGQT+ is a sin."

    So, is she right? Do Christians just pick and choose what verses they will obey or not? Are we, indeed, hypocrites? 
The host of the YouTube channel correctly responded with, "Listen, if you are going to criticize Christians for what 
they believe, you should at the very least, understand what Christians actually believe! Unfortunately, this video 
demonstrates a lack of basic Biblical understanding." He was exactly right. The young lady's argument is completely 
invalid, because she's arguing from a moot point, or from an authority completely irrelevant to Christians. Every 
verse she quoted was from the Old Covenant, (which means an agreement between two parties) and no longer 
applies to Christians who are subject to the New Covenant (Luke 22:20; Heb 8:6-13; 12:24). All the points she was 
trying to make only apply to the nation of Israel, who were under the "Law of Moses" (Joshua 23:1-6), not to modern 
day Christians. Therefore, "no," we are not arbitrarily picking and choosing which commands we want to follow, we 
are simply following the commands that actually apply to us. (cf. John 14:15; 1 John 2:3-5; Gal 3:15-29; Col 2:14) 

    It is not Christians who decide what is sin and what is not, it is God who decides. Through Jesus Christ, God 
implemented the "law of Christ" (Galatians 6:10) which does not include those restrictions that the young lady was 
using as her proof text. We are free to eat pork (Acts 10:13-15). We don't stone people to death. And, if you want to 
get a tattoo, then that's your prerogative (though I personally think the principle of being different from the world 
still applies - but that's just my opinion and I can't call it a sin). Christians live under a different law, or covenant.

    Another point she doesn't quite understand is that there are still laws and principles that transcend both covenants. 
Murder, stealing, adultery and lying are wrong and prohibited on a universal level. These violate God's will in both 
the Old and New Testaments, therefore, Christians are just as subject to those laws as the Hebrews were. The truth 
she doesn't realize, is that homosexuality is considered a sin in both covenants, or laws (cf. Leviticus 18:22, 20:13; 1 
Cor 6:9). So again, one must understand what Christians actually believe before criticizing what we believe.   

Do Chr ist ians "Pick  and Choose"?
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"But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you 
learned it, and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures,which are able to make you wise for salvation through 

faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work." - 2 Timothy 3:14-17



Singing Isn't  Int erm ission
by Trevor Smoot 

I don't know about you, but I love singing. Whether listening to it, participating in 
it, or actively studying and observing it, there is immediate pleasure I get from singing. 
That love certainly extends to our gatherings for worship,  especially when few people 
are out, and especially when I'm leading singing. Ask any song leader, and he'll tell you 
he's got the best 'seat' in the house. There's a subtle problem with that, though, the best 
'seat' in the house. If we aren't careful, we'll slip into the mentality the singing is meant 
only to be enjoyed by us, or worse, see it as a break from 'the rest of service.' 

Consider this passage from Paul's letter to Ephesus. "And do not be drunk with wine, 
in which is dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord" 
(Ephesians 5:18f).  There are two commands here: "do not be" and "be filled." Because 
these are commands, clearly we are to submit to them in obedience to the Lord. In 
order to accomplish that, the words "speaking," "singing," and "making" are provided, 
clearing up how to "be filled with the Spirit." To successfully obey God, we must sing!

No surprise there, though - of course we must sing! That's why we've been doing it since forever. Realize, 
though, the command isn't fulfilled simply by singing. It's meant to be "in [our  hear ts] to the Lord" (Eph. 5:19). 
We are meant to put purpose behind what being sung! Singing isn't some 'semi-passive' act to help make worship 
service feel faster. Our thoughtfulness in it should be helping us swell with the Spirit! If our hearts aren't really in 
what we're saying as we sing, can we really say we're being filled with the Spirit?

Being filled with the Spirit isn't the only purpose of singing, either. Colossians 3:16 reads, "Let the word of 
Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord."  To obey the command, "Let the word...dwell," we should be 
teaching and admonishing (that is, correcting) with our songs toward one another. If we don't do that, we neglect 
our duties both to God and each other.

Let's look at an example many know, 'Sing and Be Happy.' "If the skies above you are gray, you are feeling so 
blue; if your  cares and burdens seem great, all the whole day through; there's a silver lining that shines in that 
heavenly land. Look  by fai th and see i t  my fr iend, trust  in His promises grand!" What an encouraging charge! 
This chipper, familiar song, is a plea to a weary brother or sister to look to God in their distress! Now look at 'As 
the Deer.' "As the deer pants for the water, so my soul longs after You. You alone are my heart's desire, and I long 
to worship You." Serving as the lyrical foundation to a beautiful, well-known melody is an outright prayer to God! 
In fact, it incorporates Psalm 42 - Scripture! To mindlessly and carelessly sing something like these would be both a 
missed opportunity and hollow worship to God.

Please don't misunderstand - I'm not suggesting we should dismiss our enjoyment from singing. In fact, I think 
to do so would make it harder to truly obey God. Singing should not be emotionless, but it should involve both our 
hearts and our minds. Think carefully next time you sing, and you will find your worship  more fulfilling.

D O M EST I C M I SSIO N S



CO N GREGAT IO N A L  PRAYER L I ST

CHECK OUT OUR NEW:

!Lesson #11

Special   
- Winston Burnham* - upcoming procedure
- Bob Black - WFH (Lipford*)
- Larry Coen - hernia, future surgery
- Nicole Crider - kidney/ liver failure (Mense*)
- Madeline Farley* - broken wrist, recovery
- Donald Hamilton - procedure (McGriff*)
- Zeb Hamilton* - loss of son
- Sierra Hill - loss of father (Ray*)
- Betty Lee - rehab, prayers (Doug Lee's mom*)
- Sarah Lee & family*-passing of  Richard
- Barbara Lundy* - knee surgery, recovery
- Donald McGriff*- waiting on results, @ home
- Newcomb family* - birth of baby, Sunny!`
- Elsa Nunes* - procedure, recovery
- Pace family* - loss of Barbara
- Melody Burnham Sanborn - recovery
- Troy & Andrea Spradlin - travels, mission
- Troy Vonada* - fell, recovery

Recently Baptized /  Restored /  Identi f ied
- Caitlyn Crider* - baptized
- Gabriel Lee*- baptized
- Luke McReynolds* - baptized
- Madeline VanGrootheest* - baptized
- Morgan VanGrootheest* - baptized
- John Hart* - baptized
- Jake Armstrong* - identified
- Parker & Lauren Godwin* - identified
- Rick & Crystal Bartanen* - identified

Expecting Mothers
- Abby Webster - November 2022 
- Molly Doss* - December 2022
- April Davis* - December 2022
- Lauren Godwin* - January 2023
- Heidi Hudgens - January 2023 (Avalon)
- Nikki Tebbe -January 2023 (Blisse's cousin)
- Jennifer Cannon - March 2023

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Eliezer Perez - San Lorenzo, Paraguay
- Trevor Smoot - Domestic Missions
- Sebastain Garcia - Brazil

Other  Requests /  Heal th Issues 
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- John & Gale Broadfoot - health (past member)
- Sherryn Canniff - healh, pain
- Sherry Davis* - health
- Keturah Dickey - MS (K. Longmire*)
- Laura Elliot - (S. Lee* mom)
- Steve Fulton - pain, health difficulties
- Dixie Gorham 
- Barbara Helms*- health 
- Shantavia Hunt - prayers (English*) 
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Jim Loftin* - recovery at home, tests
- Yvonne Loomis - prayers, health (Nunes*)
- Cindy Marotta - paralyzed (Nunes*) 
- Randy McGilberry- heart issues (Burnham*) 
- Mary McGriff* - health
- Ron Miller-infection in asophagus(Ina Ruth*)
- Sharon Parker - broken arm (A.Spradlin* sis)
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Kara Ritchie - blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Glenn Rose - heart problems (Garcia*)
- Ted Russell* - health
- August Eugene Smith -cleft palate (J.English*)
- Josh and Zyler Thompson
- Julia Torpey* - health
- Gloria Vonada*   
- Jan Whitney*

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 
- Sherryn Canniff - homebound
- Donna Dudley - Life Care Center (S. Davis*) 
- Louise English* - McCool's Home
- Bobbie Garcia* -  Shut In
- Linda Mann* - Shut In 
- Ina Ruth Miller*- Grandview Retire Center 
- Ruth Phillips*-  Shut In
- Jim Pitts* - Sodalis house, room 119
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Troy Vonada* - Sodalis House

Cancer  
- Kandi Armand - (Whitney*)
- Justin Barnhart - former member 
- Darlene Baxley - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Carson Caris - mass/prayers (Jeanna*)
- Mark Carlson - (C.Davis*)
- Tish Clark - surgery (Hatcher*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - (McGriff*)
- Lisa (Dixon) Johnson - (McGriff*)
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
- Marie and  Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
- Darrel Mason - (D.Hill*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Al Sherdan - bladder/prostatic cancer (Coen)
- Brooks Ann Singley* - good news!
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Donnie Turner- cancer (Helms*) 
- David Walther - brain (English*)
- Kellie (Wiggins) Ward - (frmer mem.)

Mil i tary
- Nick Bartell - Misawa Air Base, Japan
- John Bartell - Washington, DC
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer Gable-New London,Groton,CT
- Amya Huey* - Italy
- Ni Mack - Kentucky
- Byron Solomon - San Diego

 

Students in Col lege
- Hannah Brown
- Seth Crider
- Stephen English
- Caitlyn Frizzell
- Jackson Lash
- Nick Webb
- Reed Wilson



SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 

Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell 

Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis* 

Education ............................. Chris Davis* 

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin 

Finance .............................. Phillip Webb* 

Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 

OWLS ............................. Stephen Fulton 

Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 

Lads to Leaders ................. David English 

Missions ................................ Mike Scott*  

Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin* 

Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden  

Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is 

Thursday, by noon.

 EDUCATION
- Adult and Children Bible classes 

available on Sundays @ 9 AM and 
Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM. 

- Willing to teach? See Chris Davis!
-

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the 

Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- "LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire.

<WiFi Password posted in Foyer>

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradl in ........ Preacher /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Bl isse Hatcher  ............ Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  ......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com 
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 865-443-9856
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
Trevor  Smoot  ..... Domestic Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 937-417-4297
  .......................... smooterii@outlook.com

MORNING 
Opening Prayer .................... Mike Scott 
Song Director ................. Blake Hatcher 
Sermon ............................ Trevor Smoot 
............................... "Carrying Your Cross" 
Scripture Reading ......... Jake Newcomb 
..........................................  Mark 8:1-10

Serving Communion: 
Comments .............................. Jack Davis 
Buz Turner ................ Dakota Boughton 
Luke McReynolds .... Matt McReynolds  
........................................ Parker Godwin 
Closing Prayer ...................... Joe Wilson

EVENING 
Opening Prayer ........... Richard McCool 
Singing ................................... Mike Scott 
Comments .............................. Jack Davis

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building................. Jak Gallagher 
Communion Prep ............ Mense family 
PowerPoint ............... Matt McReynolds 
Greeters: ................................. Joe Taylor

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director .......................... Rick Bird 
Opening Prayer ..................... Jim Loftin

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 139 
AM Worship ..................................... 162 
PM Worship ..................................... 108 
Wed. Night Bible Class .................... 113 
Contribution .............................. $10,484

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

ELDERS
Rick  Bird ................................. 994-3148 
............................ bird1plus3@icloud.com 
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570 
.........................  leedouglash@yahoo.com  
Phi l l ip Webb .......................... 232-7431
........................... pw_webb@hotmail.com 
Joe Wilson .............................. 206-8350 
................................ jaw@whsbf-law.com

 CONTACT FOR SEPTEMBER
Primary ..................................  Doug Lee
Secondary .......................... Phillip Webb

Scan this QR Code
to open webpage 
for online giving 
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