"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19
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A Look at Divin e In spir at ion
by Troy Spradlin
The inspired writer, Paul of Tarsus, wrote, "All Scripture is given by inspir ation of God ..." (2 Timothy 3:16) In
other words, Paul is saying that the words we read in the Bible have a source that is higher and superior than any
human persuasion. He is also implying that even his own pen is influenced by this supernatural power. The Apostle
Peter went on to explain how this source of wisdom is translated from the divine to the carnal, "no prophecy of
Scripture is of any private interpretation, for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as
they w er e moved by the Hol y Spir it." (2 Peter 1:20-21) The phenomenon of divine inspiration is one of the
unique characteristics about the Bible, which separates it from all other books of the world. So, what is it, exactly?
In the Greek language, the word "inspiration" comes from theopneustos, which is a
compound term, made up of two words (theos and pneustos) and literally means
?God-breathed.? This is why many translations render the word as ?inspired of
God,?rather than just ?inspired.?Notice that Paul also states Scripture is inspired by
God. The word ?scripture? comes from the Greek term graphe, which means
?writings?and is used in the Bible in a specific manner to distinguish writings whose
origin is God, from those that come from human sources. So, in all practicality,
?inspired of God?and ?scriptures,?are interchangeable terms.
W hen we closely examine and compare the different books and epistles of the Bible, it becomes obvious that the
?inspiration?of human writers does not mean the elimination of their personalities or their personal experiences in
the process. The Spirit guided them, but evidence of their own, firsthand knowledge is readily apparent, as well as,
the eyewitness accounts to what they were writing, and other resources that they employed in the composition of
Scripture (cf. Luke 1:1-4). Divine inspiration did not suddenly make the writers omniscient, like God, or even
personally infallible. They were still mere men, who were guided to write what came to them from the mind of God
? and inspiration helped them record it without error (John 16:13).
Inspiration provides a quality to the Bible that no other book can claim on equal standing, it mak es the w r itings
author itative. Since the words contained within are the thoughts and will of our Creator in heaven, as revealed to
us here on earth, then there is no higher authority to which one may appeal concerning spiritual matters. The Bible
is the final word in all matters concerning religion. Jesus highlights this fact when He repeatedly stated, "... it is
written," or "Is it not written ...?" (Matt 4:7,10; Mark 11:17; Luke 10:26, 19:46; John 8:17) The Apostle Paul echos the
sentiment in Romans 4:3, "For what does the Scripture say?" The Bible is all we have (and all we need) for knowing
the will of God. He has provided it to us in written form and all we need do is consult it for guidance. Thus, it is an
insult to God and an abomination to add to or take away from what God has provided (Deut 4:2; Rev 22:18-19).
It is because of the authority that inspiration provides that Paul could conclude his explanation of this unique
characteristic of Scripture with, "... and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work" (2 Tim 3:16-17).
Paul is affirming that since the Bible is divinely inspired, then we can use it to make personal application in every
aspect of our lives. Again, Peter concurs, "His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and
godliness" (2 Pet 1:3). It is because of its celestial source that we can trust what is written as being true and profitable.
O how marvelous is God' word? How incredible is it that we have the will of Our Father preserved for us in
written format?How wonderful is His love for us, that He provided the Scriptures to us, His creation?Praise God!
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Matur e Chr istianity
by Casey Bearden
I heard an encouraging thought from a fellow brother recently, in which he was expressing how his fellow brothers had
encouraged him. He stated that since he became a Christian, for the most part, he had fooled himself into thinking that being
a mature Christian meant knowing all the doctrinal, apologetic arguments and their counter arguments. Yet, in watching
some of his other brothers, he said learned what a completely mature Christian looks like - not just having knowledge, but by
being and showing people all of Jesus, which includes His teachings and His love, together as one.
It's important to know what we believe, but if we do not know why, and we do not use it to exemplify the love, grace,
and mercy of Jesus, then we've missed the point. May we all be people full of truth and love, and show the world what
Christianity really looks like. Blessings! ~CB
"If I speak in thetonguesof men and of angels, but havenot love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.And if I havepropheticpowers,
and understand all mysteriesand all knowledge, and if I haveall faith, soastoremovemountains, but havenot love, I amnothing. If I
giveaway all I have, and if I deliver up my body tobeburned, but havenot love, I gain nothing. Loveispatient and kind; lovedoesnot
envy or boast; it isnot arrogant or rude. It doesnot insist on itsown way; it isnot irritableor resentful; it doesnot rejoiceat wrongdoing
but rejoiceswith thetruth. Lovebearsall things, believesall things, hopesall things, enduresall things. Lovenever ends."
- 1st Corinthians 13:1 - 8
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D O M EST I C M I SSI O N S
Hope: Bet t er t h an a Wish
by Trevor Smoot
If I had to guess, I'd say most of us have used the phrase "I hope that (insert whatever here)." "I hope that Florida
wins." "I hope that big buck shows me his broad side." "I hope my favorite cereal is on sale." It's a common phrase,
sure, but what do we really mean when we say it?There's always (emphasis on always) a chance Florida will lose,
all the food plots and doe calls may fail while you're in the woods, and while cereal is often on sale, it's seldom your
favorite when you're there. W ith so much uncertainty, why use that word 'hope' to describe the Christian's
relationship with salvation?Replacing 'hope' for 'wish' gives the answer. Hope, in a Biblical sense, is not based on
wanting something to happen and leaving it to chance - it's not wishful thinking. Relying on circumstances or our
own wisdom is not the sort of thing we can/ should have confidence in. Man's wisdom is, of course, corruptible.
Fortunately, true hope is based on something far greater than a wish.
"Hope" first appears in Ruth 1:12 as Naomi spoke to her daughters-in-law. "If I said I have hope, if I should even
have a husband tonight and also bear sons, would you therefore wait until they were grown?" (Ruth 1:12b-13a). In
context, it is clear that Naomi did not have hope for such a circumstance; she was asking a rhetorical question to
Ruth and Orpah, knowing full well it wasn't realistic or reasonable to say such a thing. There was no genuine
expectation Naomi had to inform her hope, so she had none. Bleak for hope's first Biblical appearance, but the
point is clear. Hope, without expectation, is meaningless.
The psalmist recognized hope's true form, by highlighting both a false object of hope and where its focus ought
to be. "A horse is a false hope for victory; nor does it deliver anyone by its great strength. Behold, the eye of the
Lord is on those who fear Him, on those who hope for His lovingkindness...Let Your lovingkindness, O Lord, be
upon us, according as we have hoped in You." (Psalm 33:17f,22). It is not by horses, nor any material thing, which
gives us hope. Only in God's lovingkindness is there hope. That lovingkindness the psalmist spoke of sees its full
expression much later in something, rather Someone, greater.
Fast forward several hundred years, and Peter lays it out plainly: "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead" (I Pet. 1:3). Our hope is through Christ and His resurrection. Nothing
about Biblical hope relies on the ability for humanity to make good wishes, and it certainly leaves nothing to
chance. Only God and His Son are to be relied on for things that we ultimately know little about.
Even the Hebrew writer spoke to this very thing. "Now faith is the
assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen" (Heb.
11:1). This serves as both a definition for hope and direction for faith.
W hile we can't see those things in which we have confident expectation,
we can be certain thanks to our hope. From there, we operate faithfully as
the men and woman referred to later in that chapter of Hebrews. Our
skills, planning, and finances mean little relative to the definite nature of
God and His great plan. Don't put your hope in man-made things. Hope
comes from God, and there's nothing uncertain about Him.
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Other Requests / Heal th Issues
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- W inston Burnham* - upcoming procedure
- John & Gale Broadfoot - health (past member)
- Larry Coen - hernia, future surgery
- Sherryn Canniff - healh, pain
- Nicole Crider - kidney/ liver failure (Mense*)
- Keturah Dickey - MS (K. Longmire*)
- Louise English* - recovery, speech therapy
- Donna Dudley - health/ prayers (S. Davis*)
- Madeline Farley* - broken wrist, recovery
- Laura Elliot - (S. Lee* mom)
- Donald Hamilton - procedure (McGriff*)
- Harrison Freeman*- stability of health
- Zeb Hamilton* - loss of son
- Betty Lee - rehab, prayers (Doug Lee's mom*) - Steve Fulton - pain, health difficulties
- Dixie Gorham
- Sarah Lee & family*-passing of Richard
- Barbara Helms*- health
- Doug Lee* - kidney stones
- Shantavia Hunt - prayers (English*)
- Barbara Lundy* - knee surgery, recovery
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Donald McGriff*- waiting on results, @home
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Elsa Nunes* - procedure, recovery
- Jim Loftin* - recovery at home, tests
- Pace family* - loss of Barbara
- Yvonne Loomis - prayers, health (Nunes*)
- Melody Burnham Sanborn - recovery
- Cindy Marotta - paralyzed (Nunes*)
- Andrea Spradlin* - recovery
- Randy McGilberry- heart issues (Burnham*)
- Stephanie W ilson* - loss of grandmother
- Mary McGriff* - health
Recentl y Baptized / Restor ed / Identified
- Caitlyn Crider - baptized
- Gabriel Lee - baptized
- Luke McReynolds* - baptized
- Madeline VanGrootheest - baptized
- Morgan VanGrootheest - baptized
- Jake Armstrong - identified
- Parker & Lauren Godwin - identified
- Rick & Crystal Bartanen - Identified
Assisted Living / Shut-Ins
- Sherryn Canniff - homebound
- Louise English* - McCool's Home
- Bobbie Garcia* - Shut In
- Linda Mann* - Shut In
- Ina Ruth Miller*- Grandview Retire Center
- Ruth Phillips*- Pruitt House
- Jim Pitts* - Sodalis house, room 119
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Troy Vonada* - Sodalis House

Cancer
- Kandi Armand - (W hitney*)
- Justin Barnhart - former member
- Darlene Baxley - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Teri Carr - surgery (Madeline's*)
- Carson Caris - mass/ prayers (Jeanna*)
- Mark Carlson - (C.Davis*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - (McGriff*)
- Lisa (Dixon) Johnson - (McGriff*)
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
- Marie and Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
- Darrel Mason - (D.Hill*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Ron Miller-infection in asophagus(Ina Ruth*) - Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Sharon Parker - broken arm (A.Spradlin* sis) - Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Al Sherdan - bladder/ prostatic cancer (Coen)
- Kara Ritchie - blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Brooks Ann Singley* - good news!
- Glenn Rose - heart problems (Garcia*)
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Ted Russell* - health
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- August Eugene Smith -cleft palate (J.English*) - Donnie Turner- cancer (Helms*)
- Josh and Zyler Thompson
- David W alther - brain (English*)
- Julia Torpey* - health
Mil itar y
- Gloria Vonada*
- Nick Bartell - Misawa Air Base, Japan
- Sparkle W ilson- recovery (A.Napier*)
- John Bartell - San Diego
- Maggie W ilson*-test results, future procedure - Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Jan W hitney*
- Spencer Gable-New London,Groton,CT
- Linda W illiams*
- Amya Huey* - Italy
- Ni Mack - Kentucky
- Byron Solomon - San Diego
Students in Col l ege
- Hannah Brown
- Seth Crider
Expecting Mother s
- Stephen English
- Hannah Newcomb* - August 2022
- Caitlyn Frizzell
- Abby Webster - November 2022
- Jackson Lash
- Molly Doss* - December 2022
- Nick Webb
- April Davis* - December 2022
- Reed W ilson
- Lauren Godwin* - January 2023
- Heidi Hudgens - January 2023 (Avalon)
- Nikki Tebbe -January 2023 (Blisse's cousin)
Mission W or k s
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Eliezer Perez - San Lorenzo, Paraguay
- Trevor Smoot - Domestic Missions
- Sebastain Garcia - Brazil

CHECK OUT OUR NEW:
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SERVING W ITH
HONOR
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
MORNING
Opening Prayer ............... David English
Song Director ................. Casey Bearden
Sermon ............................ Trevor Smoot
............................ "TheResultsof Wisdom"
Scripture Reading ............... Greg Lewis
.................................I Corinthians 1:1-11
Ser ving Communion:
Comments ............................ Pete Pierce
Buz Turner ................ Dakota Boughton
Luke McReynolds .... Matt McReynolds
........................................ Parker Godwin
Closing Prayer ........................ Doug Lee
EVENING
Opening Prayer .................... Pete Pierce
Singing .............................. Elliot W ilson
Comments ............................ Pete Pierce
W or ship Ser vice and Pr epar ation:
Secure Building....................... Doug Lee
Communion Prep ............ Mense family
PowerPoint ............... Matt McReynolds
Greeters: ................................. Joe Taylor
WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director ................... Brody Crider
Opening Prayer ............ Stephen Fulton

Vi si t or s:

STAFF

Tr oy Spr adl in ........ Preacher / Minister
.................................... cell: 850-910-2868
You ar e ou r h on or ed gu est !
........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com
For more information about the church,
Casey Bear den .............. Family Minister
spiritual topics, our classes, and activities,
.................................... cell: 706-889-3222
there is a tract rack at the entrance of the
........................... caseybearden@live.com
auditorium for your convenience.
Bl isse Hatcher ............ Church Secretary
Or, ask any member for assistance.
.................................... cell: 850-625-8911
Please take a moment to fill out a
......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com
visitors card, or sign our guest book
so that we might have a record of
Scott Shanahan ..................... Missionary
your attendance. Thank you!
.................................... cell: 865-443-9856
.................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
MINISTRY
Tr evor Smoot ..... Domestic Missionary
ANNOUNCEMENTS
.................................... cell: 937-417-4297
ADMINISTRATION
.......................... smooterii@outlook.com
- Deadline for all bulletin items is
Thursday, by noon.
ELDERS
Rick Bir d ................................. 994-3148
............................ bird1plus3@icloud.com
Doug Lee .................................. 516-4570
......................... leedouglash@yahoo.com
Phil l ip W ebb .......................... 232-7431
........................... pw_webb@hotmail.com
Joe W il son .............................. 206-8350
EDUCATION
................................ jaw@whsbf-law.com
- Adult and Children Bible classes
available on Sundays @9 AM and
CONTACT FOR SEPTEMBER
Wednesdays @6:30 PM.
Primary .................................. Doug Lee
- W illing to teach?See Chris Davis!
Secondary .......................... Phillip Webb
-

Th an k y ou f or com i n g!

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES
Administration .................. Troy Spradlin
Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 144
AM W orship ..................................... 160
WORSHIP
PM W orship ...................................... 120 - Service Rosters are available on the
Wed. Night Bible Class ..................... 120 Welcome Desk and Margaret Street
Contribution .................. 8/ 21 - $12,606 website (listed under "Archives")
- "LISTEN" devices available in the
............................................ 8/ 28 - $8,203
foyer, located in the Armoire.
<W iFi Passw or d posted in Foyer >

TIMESOF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am
Sunday AM W orship ............... 10:00 am
Sunday PM Classes, W orship ... 6:00 pm
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis*
Education ............................. Chris Davis*
Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin
Finance .............................. Phillip Webb*
Fellowship ............................... Jeff Scott*
OW LS ............................. Stephen Fulton
Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell*
Lads to Leaders ................. David English
Missions ................................ Mike Scott*

Scan this QR Code Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin*
to open webpage Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden
for online giving W orship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

