
W elcom e! W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!
Su n day -  O ctober  23, 20 22

"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

by Troy Spradlin
    On any given Sunday, pews and chairs of churches around the world fill up with faithful brethren coming together 
to worship our great and eternal God. It is always a wonderful thing to see the body of Christ, the "ekklesia," 
assembled in unison for the purpose of glorifying the Father in spirit and truth. What we may not always realize, 
however, is that behind many of those smiling faces are souls who are hurting deeply. So many are suffering 
internally from chronic pain, relationship heartaches, emotional distress, bouts of depression, or any multitude of 
mental and physical afflictions. But they often don't let it show. The world brings no comfort to such hearts suffering 
within, but the church certainly can and does. That is because God is a god of comfort - of "all comfort." 

    In his second letter to the church in Corinth, the Apostle Paul wrote, "Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all 
our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who are in any trouble, with the comfort with 
which we ourselves are comforted by God." (1:3-4) If there was ever anyone who might fully 
understand the comfort which God provides, it would be Paul, himself. In all his travels, he 
never knew if he might not be alive the next day because of the many threats leveled against 
him. He experienced perils beyond what the average person might ever experience in an 
entire lifetime (2 Corinthians 11:23-28). Yet, he could pen these words with all confidence and faith because he, no 
doubt, experienced the incredible comfort that comes from our God. A comfort he wants you and me to know about.

   The word "comfort" in this passage is the Greek word "paraklesis." The meaning behind this word is more than just 
offering some passing sympathy. It has more to do with the idea of strengthening and building up someone. It 
literally means "to call near, or to summon (to come alongside)," which implies exhorting, encouraging, and 
consoling another. To put this into practice, it means going to someone in need and being right there beside them. 
That is what Paul says God does for us. He is the God of being there beside us. He consoles us, builds us up, and 
encourages us. So, Paul here considers the Father a "Paraclete" (the noun form of the word). We know from passages 
like John 14:16,26, 15:26, and 16:7, that the Holy Spirit is also called our "Helper/Comforter" (which is the same 
word, paraclete). Reading 1 John 2:1, we see that Jesus is sometimes called "our Paraclete" (translated as "Advocate" 
in most versions). In other words, God is full of comfort, strength, and help for us in every aspect of His being!

    So, how do we access the comfort of God? How does He come alongside us? Here are a few things to consider:
1. God's comfor t is found in Scr ipture. "Comfort cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of God." (Romans 

10:17) Okay, I know your Bible doesn't actually say that, it says "faith," but doesn't our faith provide comfort? 
And since that faith is developed through learning God's will, then the Bible is the true source of comfort. 
When we read the Psalms, the Gospel accounts, and the promises of the heavenly abode found in Revelation, 
it certainly comforts us and provides that "peace that passes all understanding" (Philippians 4:7).

2. God's comfor t is found in His church. The church is described as a body in the Bible and just like the 
human body, each member is important and needed in its overall function, protection, and care. One of the 
greatest sources of comfort is found among your brethren in the local congregation. (1 Thess 4:8; 1 Pet 3:8). 

3. God's comfor t is found in worship. Recognizing God as sovereign in our adoration, singing praises to His 
matchless name, and participating in the Lord's Supper reminds us of His love for us which should be a great 
source of comfort. We serve a mighty God Who is always in control (Josh 1:9; Ps 22:28, 55:22; John 16:33).

4. God's comfor t is found in serving others. Helping others and seeing that they hurt and suffer, too, often 
helps us deal with our own pain more constructively (Gal 5:13, 6:2,10; James 5:16; 1 Pet 4:10).

The God of  All Com for t
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YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

"But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you 
learned it, and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures,which are able to make you wise for salvation through 

faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work." - 2 Timothy 3:14-17



Sat an's St rat egies, Issue 9: Idolat ry
by Trevor Smoot 

Idolatry probably doesn't stand out as 'the sin someone struggles with.' Quickly 
surveying the 'Ten Commandments,' for example, and it's easy to see why most have 
that perception. "You shall have no other gods before Me. You shall not make for 
yourself and idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath 
or in the waters under the earth. You shall not worship them or serve them" (Exodus 
20:3-5a). A student of Acts would recall Paul's sermon at Areopagus concerning the 
"Unknown God" (Acts 17:22-34) and note idol worship then. The likes  of Baal, 
Zeus, and other gods aren't nearly as mainstream as biblical times. As a result the 
modern American may feel at ease regarding this false worship, which is itself a false sense of security. 

It is no less true that the worship of false gods and their likenesses would lead any present-day sects to 
condemnation. While these groups are presumably few and far between, idolatry has maintained its hold 
throughout the masses. Our great adversary, deceptive as he is, has given it a much more subtle appearance - a 
common tactic of his. Defining idolatry (which requires defining worship) unveils the modern subterfuge of this 
sin. Idolatry is defined simply as 'the worship of an idol,' with an idol being a man-made object crafted to reminisce 
the god (potentially including Yahweh). Worship is a far more complex term, but often has diligent service and 
work in support of the god/gods/God to whom it is directed. (Note - for a more complete understanding of these 
terms, consult the Lexham Bible Dictionary and the Lexham Theological Wordbook).

Those definitions may appear generic, but note: "diligent service and work in support of" something qualifies it 
as worship. While there must be also some elevation of the object for it to qualify as worship, theological intent is 
not necessarily a prerequisite to worshiping something. This unmasks the silent sin in its modern form. By 
elevating anything in terms of endearment, cause, provision, etc. which should instead draw our minds first to 
God, we are unwitting worshipers of that thing. 

Identifying these unassuming objects of idol worship can be done easily by running a simple three-part test:
1. Where do you spend most of your money beyond bills? How does your offering compare to money 
freely spent on other things?
2. How much of your personal time is spent enjoying a hobby relative to the time you spend with the Lord and 
His Word? Do you use that hobby to escape God, or use it to connect others to Him?
3. How frequently do you stop and praise God throughout the day or week? Does He enter your mind when 
you make decisions for work, activities, or home life?

These questions are designed to be self-critical, and self-criticism can be uncomfortable. Whoever finds the 
answers to these questions uncomfortable regarding their life likely has reason to rejoice - they may have identified 
a weakness which they can fortify against the devil. Perhaps the person who keeps chasing more work hours in a 
(noble) effort to provide for their family forgets that it is God who provides, not the job. Perhaps the person who 
sees a fitness model as an physical ideal sacrifices time and kinship by obsessively working on their physique. 
Perhaps the person who pursues knowledge does so for its own sake and not in an effort to help themselves and 
others draw near to God. Be wary of idolatry - it is a dangerous strategy of Satan alive and well today.  
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Special   
- Those affected by the hurricane
- Winston Burnham* - recovery
- Larry Coen - surgery, @ home recovering
- Fatima Deem- pregnant, problems (Nunes)
- Donald Hamilton - recovery (McGriff*)
- Zeb Hamilton* - loss of son
- Georgia Ann Harris family - loss (J.Pace SiL)
- Tommy Lewis passing - (Barbara's cousin*)
- Eddie Longmire* - health
- Barbara Lundy* - knee surgery, recovery
- The Owens' family - loss of Charlotte
- Brittany Parker - requested prayers!
- Ella Parker* - open heart surgery, recovery
- Glenn Rose - SRH, fluid of heart (Garcia*)
- Tony Smith - needs liver transplant (Fisher*)
- Troy Vonada* - fell, recovery
- Phillip Webb* - surgery, recovery 

Recently Baptized /  Restored /  Identi f ied
- Caitlyn Crider* - baptized
- Gabriel Lee*- baptized
- Luke McReynolds* - baptized
- Madeline VanGrootheest* - baptized
- Morgan VanGrootheest* - baptized
- John Hart* - baptized
- Jake Armstrong* - identified
- Parker & Lauren Godwin* - identified
- Ron Bartanen* - identified
- Rick & Crystal Bartanen* - identified

Expecting Mothers
- Abby Webster - November 2022 
- Molly Doss* - December 2022
- April Davis* - December 2022
- Lauren Godwin* - January 2023
- Heidi Hudgens - January 2023 (Avalon)
- Nikki Tebbe -January 2023 (Blisse's cousin)
- Jennifer Cannon - March 2023

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Eliezer Perez - San Lorenzo, Paraguay
- Trevor Smoot - Domestic Missions
- Sebastain Garcia - Brazil 
- SRC Correctional Institute - Paul Discher

Other  Requests /  Heal th Issues 
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- Gerry Baldwin - health (J.Pace sister)
- Bob Black - health (Lipford*)
- John & Gale Broadfoot - health (past member)
- Sherryn Canniff - health, pain
- Sherry Davis* - health
- Keturah Dickey - MS (K. Longmire*)
- Laura Elliot - (S. Lee* mom)
- Paul England - kidneys (Burnham*)
- Madeline Farley* - broken wrist, recovery
- Steve Fulton - pain, health difficulties
- Dixie Gorham 
- Edwina Harris - health (J.Pace sister)
- Barbara Helms*- health 
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Jim Loftin* - recovery at home, tests
- Yvonne Loomis - prayers, health (Nunes*)
- Cindy Marotta - paralyzed (Nunes*) 
- Vicente Martinez - kidney transplant 
- Randy McGilberry - heart issues (Burnham*) 
- Mary McGriff* - health, asthma
- Ron Miller- esophagus infection (Ina Ruth*)
- Patsy Prince - (Burnham*)
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Kara Ritchie - blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Glenn Rose - heart problems (Garcia*)
- Ted Russell* - health
- August Eugene Smith -cleft palate (J.English*)
- Josh and Zyler Thompson
- Julia Torpey* - health
- Gloria Vonada*   
- Jan Whitney*

Mil i tary
- Nick Bartell - Ft. Walton Beach
- John Bartell - Washington, DC
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer Gable-New London, Groton, CT
- Amya Huey* - Italy
- Ni Mack - Kentucky
- Byron Solomon - San Diego

 
Students in Col lege

- Haley Bartell
- Seth Crider
- Stephen English
- Caitlyn Frizzell
- Jackson Lash

Cancer  
- Kandi Armand - (Whitney*)
- Justin Barnhart - former member 
- Darlene Baxley - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Carson Caris - mass/prayers (Jeanna*)
- Mark Carlson - (C.Davis*)
- Tish Clark - surgery (Hatcher*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Brenda Dunham - (J.English*)
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - (McGriff*)
- Lisa (Dixon) Johnson - (McGriff*)
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
- Marie and  Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
- Darrel Mason - (D.Hill*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Eva Mae Saterfield (Wigums) - (McGriff*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Al Sherdan - bladder/prostatic cancer (Coen)
- Brooks Ann Singley* - good news!
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Donnie Turner- cancer (Helms*) 
- David Walther - brain (English*)
- Kellie (Wiggins) Ward - (frmer mem.)
- Daisy Jean Williams - (J.Pace)

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 
- Sherryn Canniff - homebound
- Donna Dudley-Life Care Center (S. Davis*) 
- Louise English* - Sandy Ridge
- Bobbie Garcia* -  Arcadia Health Care 
- Betty Lee - homebound (D. Lee's mom*)
- Linda Mann* - Shut In 
- Ina Ruth Miller*- Grandview Retire Center 
- Ella Parker* - Solaris Healthcare
- Ruth Phillips*-  Shut In
- Jim Pitts* - Sodalis house, room 119
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Troy Vonada* - Sodalis House

- Caleb Owens
- Nick Webb
- Lily Weathersbee
- Reed Wilson
- Lexi Wildes



SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 

Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell 

Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis* 

Education ............................. Chris Davis* 

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin 

Finance ....................................................... 

Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 

OWLS ............................. Stephen Fulton 

Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 

Lads to Leaders ................. David English 

Missions ................................ Mike Scott*  

Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin* 

Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden  

Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is 

Thursday, by noon.

 EDUCATION
- Adult and Children Bible classes 

available on Sundays @ 9 AM and 
Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM. 

- Willing to teach? See Chris Davis!
-

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the 

Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- "LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire.

<WiFi Password posted in Foyer>

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradl in ........ Preacher /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Bl isse Hatcher  ............ Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  ......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com 
Scott Shanahan .................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 865-443-9856
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
Trevor  Smoot  ..... Domestic Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 937-417-4297
  .......................... smooterii@outlook.com

MORNING 
Opening Prayer ................... Chris Davis  
Song Director ................. Trevor Smoot 
Sermon ............................. Troy Spradlin 
.............................. "The Foot of the Cross " 
Scripture Reading .............. Brett Napier 
.................................... Ephesians 2:13-19

Serving Communion: 
Comments ........................... Rick Martin 
David English  ..................... Chris Davis 
Luke McReynolds .................... Jeff Scott  
.................................................. Jim Loftin 
Closing Prayer ........................ Rick Bird

EVENING 
Opening Prayer ....................... Jared Lee 
Singing ............................. Blake Hatcher
Scripture .............................. Justin Davis 
............................................. Luke 6:12-16
Comments .......................... Rick Martin

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building ...................... John Pace 
Communion Prep .................. The Birds' 
PowerPoint ............... Matt McReynolds 
Greeters: ................................ Elsa Nunes

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director .............. Mason Chandler 
Opening Prayer ......................... Joe King 
Devotional ........................ Ron Bartenan

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 132 
AM Worship ..................................... 155 
PM Worship ..................................... 238 
Wed. Night Bible Class .................... 131 
Contribution ................................. $9,995

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

ELDERS
Rick  Bird ................................. 994-3148 
............................ bird1plus3@icloud.com 
Phi l l ip Webb .......................... 232-7431
........................... pw_webb@hotmail.com 
Joe Wilson .............................. 206-8350 
................................ jaw@whsbf-law.com

CONTACT FOR OCTOBER
Primary ................................  Joe Wilson 
Secondary .......................... Phillip Webb

Scan this QR Code
to open webpage 
for online giving 
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