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"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

by Troy Spradlin
    One of the most challenging questions I receive as a preacher and theologian has to do with miraculous, spiritual 
gifts. It's the kind of gifts that Paul mentions in 1 Corinthians 12:4-10, "the word of knowledge, ... healings, ... 
working of miracles, ... prophecy, ... and tongues." The questions usually revolve around one's beliefs and opinions 
about these gifts, concerning whether or not they are still available to us today. It is typically a very emotionally 
charged subject. There are many who adamantly affirm, believe, and/or have been taught that the miraculous, 
spiritual gifts that were available to the early disciples, are still in effect in this day and age. So, is it true? Can we, who 
claim to be disciples of Jesus, still perform, or exercise such miraculous powers?  

    To correctly answer the question requires a careful study of Scripture, which will 
reveal that such supernatural abilities, as far as their availability to the Lord's disciples 
are concerned, have ceased and are no longer necessary. In the study, we must never 
confuse miraculous spiritual gifts of the disciples with miracles of deity. Those are 
different kinds of miracles. We acknowledge that, of course, the Godhead can execute 
miracles at anytime and certainly will again on the Day of Judgment (1 Thess 4:13-18). 
God is the source of all miracles. We are not referring to, or limiting, His power in any 
form. But, the necessity for mankind to render such divinely channeled signs and wonders has, indeed, ended. 

    The reason such powers have ceased has to do with the primary objective for those signs, wonders, and miracles. 
The Bible plainly states, "And they went out and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the 
word through the accompanying signs." (Mark 16:20) This teaches us that there was a very specific purpose for 
miraculous, spiritual gifts. Now, think about. Christianity was brand new. The ability to execute miracles, signs, and 
wonders was given to the disciples by deity to (a) verify the truth of their preaching and (b) to guide them in all truth 
(John 16:13; Acts 1:8). Why? It is because the Gospel message was spreading far and wide (Acts 8:4) and those 
miraculous gifts, which the apostles and disciples possessed during the infancy of the church, help them to spread the 
word with accuracy and unity. Each miraculous gift had its unique purpose among the body of Christ to help build up 
the church (read 1 Corinthians 14). Don't forget, the New Testament had yet to be written, so how could they 
authenticate their preaching, or how could they maintain unity, without having something to guide them? Thus, we 
see the necessity for such supernatural gifts! Now, the question becomes, "Do we still need those gifts today?" 
    Right in the middle of Paul's discussion of miraculous gifts, he makes an important point. He plainly states, 
"whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will 
vanish away." (1 Cor 13:8) Those miraculous gifts will come to an end. When? Keep reading, "But when that which is 
perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done away."  (1 Corinthians 13:10) The word for "that which is 
perfect" is word that means "complete, brought to an end; finished." So, when the perfect comes, the miraculous gifts 
will cease. Now, ask yourself, what has come (or is coming, from Paul's point of view) that is perfect and complete? Is 
it Jesus upon His second advent? Not according to the word gender. The word used in this verse is neuter, indicating 
an object, not a masculine noun, which might then be considered a reference to the Messiah. So, what object can be 
considered complete since Paul wrote this letter? The Bible. The Holy Word of God. (1 Timothy 3:16-17, 2 Peter 
1:3) When the Scriptures were completed and available to the world, the miraculous gifts would no longer be needed 
"to confirm the word." Evangelists could just point to the written letters of the inspired apostles and disciples to 
preach Jesus. They no longer had to resort to miraculous gifts for confirmation and unity is maintained by adherence 
to the written word. Therefore, since the Bible has been f inished, miraculous gi f ts have ceased.  (to be cont'd ... )  
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YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

Pract icing Chr ist ianit y
by Casey Bearden 

In one of my daily readings, I ran across this concept that the author used to describe what parenting really is. As I read 
through it, I found that it not only reflected parenting, but also ministry and Christianity. He began by using the term 
doctors, lawyers, and therapists use to describe their careers - practice. Further stating that it isn't the case they aren't 
professionals, but rather that their fields are constantly evolving and changing... the learning curve never ends. Therefore, 
they are continually working on themselves and their work, always practicing, and never getting to the point where they no 
longer need to work on or improve their skills. 

That's exactly how we should describe our faith and relationships - Practicing. We'll never figure out how to eliminate 
every mistake or develop the right techniques for every situation, but what we are doing is continuing down a path to more 
integrity and lasting principles that assist in our efforts of learning, growing, and becoming better people. 

He then stated that the expression we've always used doesn't help our case at all because it is impossible - "Practice makes 
perfect." Rather, he suggested that "practice makes permanent". In practicing how to be better parents, friends, and 
Christians, we will develop lasting patterns of behavior that will become part of us and help us continue down the path 
toward greater integrity. It is a mindset that we must choose to establish in our own hearts, which will impact the hearts of 
others around us, but remember... it's all a practice. Don't quit, give up, or stop growing and learning. Blessings! ~CB



Don't  Just  St and There!
by Trevor Smoot 

Who hasn't experienced a ?deer in the headlights? moment in the middle of something 
important? Maybe something startled you on your way to complete an assignment, you 
were overwhelmed with emotions in a wedding, or maybe you were just doing your best 
hooved forest critter impression while trying to cross the street safely. In cases like these 
freezing can prevent important tasks from being done. When it comes to spiritual matters, 
we need to be mindful not to stand idly by like our bright-eyed antlered friends.

While it makes intuitive sense we shouldn?t do that, there?s actually a Biblical account 
which demonstrates it. In Acts 1, Luke writes of Jesus during His last month on Earth and 
His final teachings to the apostles. Christ, in those very last moments, gave them some 
parting insight on when power would come to them and where that power would be used (Acts 1:7f). Upon His 
ascent, all who were present just seemed to stand there and stare at the sky where the Lord was lifted up. Right 
after that, two men clothed in white gently reproved them saying, ??Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into 
the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have 
watched Him go into heaven?? (Acts 1:11). In other words, they ? the apostles and any others ? just stood there, 
staring up at the sky and weren?t quick to being productive. (I don?t blame them ? that was probably an emotional 
roller coaster for them). Even so, despite the teachings they?d JUST received and the news they had to share, they 
needed these (probable) angels to tell them to get to work!

As Christians in the 21st century, there seems to be a pretty serious trend of just standing by, (especially ? in my 
experience - of those raised in the church, something I personally relate to). Many are content just to stay and 
warm the pews in the church building, and some make the point to do so on Sunday morning. Any who do this are 
similar to a deer in the headlights, frozen ? not by fear, distress, or confusion, but by comfort or even apathy. Not 
to be dramatic, but keep in mind what often happens when a whitetail doesn?t get out of the way: at least one, the 
car or the deer, doesn?t come away unscathed (usually neither do). That paints a pretty frightening spiritual picture.

It?s interesting that Luke starts off Acts with an event where people were content to stand there. He begins his 
gospel account very differently. In the first three chapters of his gospel account, several folks couldn?t help but 
express their joy: Zacharias rejoiced, not in his son?s birth, but in the redemption, salvation, and fulfilled promise 
he (John) would usher in (Luke 1:68ff); Mary rejoiced, not just because she would be the Christ?s mother, but in the 
mercy of God (Luke 1:46-56); the shepherds were so filled with joy they ran about and began telling everybody this 
news to the point of utter confusion (Luke 1:17-20). In the same way, we should be actively rejoicing and telling 
others of such wonderful news ? our salvation in Christ!

Compare the actions of  those folks do in Luke to the apostles in Acts. Once they obtained wonderful news meant 
to be shared of the Savior, they got out and did so!  They didn't just stand there like a cervid in front of a Civic! The 
examples we see in early Luke and later Acts (Acts 2:14-48) are what our own should replicate. We shouldn?t just 
stand around, doing nothing but being grateful to God. Our role is to actively get out into the uttermost parts of 
the earth and spread the good news ? be that Mississippi, Italy, South America, or your own neighborhood.

D O M EST I C M I SSIO N S



CO N GREGAT IO N A L  PRAYER L I ST

CHECK OUT OUR NEW:

!

Special   
- Those affected by the hurricane
- Victor Archey - asking for prayers!
- Winston Burnham* - recovery
- Fatima Deem- pregnant, problems (Nunes)
- Donald Hamilton - recovery (McGriff*)
- Zeb Hamilton* - loss of son
- Eddie Longmire* - health
- Barbara Lundy* - knee surgery, recovery
- The Owens' family* - loss of Charlotte
- Brittany Parker - requested prayers!
- Ella Parker* -  @ home recovering 
- Martha Reed* - cataract surgery, recovery
- Glenn Rose - SRH, fluid of heart (Garcia*)
- Tony Smith - needs liver transplant (Fisher*)
- Phillip Webb* - surgery, recovery 

Recently Baptized /  Restored /  Identi f ied
- Caitlyn Crider* - baptized
- Gabriel Lee*- baptized
- Luke McReynolds* - baptized
- Madeline VanGrootheest* - baptized
- Morgan VanGrootheest* - baptized
- John Hart* - baptized
- Jake Armstrong* - identified
- Parker & Lauren Godwin* - identified
- Ron Bartanen* - identified
- Rick & Crystal Bartanen* - identified

Expecting Mothers
- Abby Webster - November 2022 
- Molly Doss* - December 2022
- April Davis* - December 2022
- Lauren Godwin* - January 2023
- Heidi Hudgens - January 2023 (Avalon)
- Nikki Tebbe -January 2023 (Blisse's cousin)
- Jennifer Cannon - March 2023

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Eliezer Perez - San Lorenzo, Paraguay
- Trevor Smoot - Domestic Missions
- Sebastain Garcia - Brazil 
- SRC Correctional Institute - Paul Discher

Other  Requests /  Heal th Issues 
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- Gerry Baldwin - health (J.Pace sister)
- Bob Black - health (Lipford*)
- John & Gale Broadfoot - health (past member)
- Sherryn Canniff*- health, pain
- Sherry Davis* - health
- Keturah Dickey - MS (K. Longmire*)
- Laura Elliot - (S. Lee* mom)
- Paul England - kidneys (Burnham*)
- Madeline Farley* - broken wrist, recovery
- Steve Fulton - pain, health difficulties
- Dixie Gorham 
- Edwina Harris - health (J.Pace sister)
- Barbara Helms*- health 
- Chris Hollis - tests (McGriff)
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Yvonne Loomis - prayers, health (Nunes*)
- Cindy Marotta - paralyzed (Nunes*) 
- Vicente Martinez - kidney transplant 
- Randy McGilberry - heart issues (Burnham*) 
- Mary McGriff* - health, asthma
- Ron Miller- esophagus infection (Ina Ruth*)
- Patsy Prince - (Burnham*)
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Kara Ritchie - blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Glenn Rose - heart problems (Garcia*)
- August Eugene Smith -cleft palate (J.English*)
- Josh and Zyler Thompson
- Julia Torpey* - health
- Gloria Vonada*   
- Jan Whitney*

Mil i tary
- Nick Bartell - Ft. Walton Beach
- John Bartell - Washington, DC
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer Gable-New London, Groton, CT
- Amya Huey* - Italy
- Ni Mack - Kentucky
- Byron Solomon - San Diego

 
Students in Col lege

- Haley Bartell
- Seth Crider
- Stephen English
- Caitlyn Frizzell
- Jackson Lash

Cancer  
- Kandi Armand - (Whitney*)
- Justin Barnhart - former member 
- Darlene Baxley - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Carson Caris - mass/prayers (Jeanna*)
- Mark Carlson - (C.Davis*)
- Tish Clark - surgery (Hatcher*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Brenda Dunham - (J.English*)
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - (McGriff*)
- Lisa (Dixon) Johnson - (McGriff*)
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
- Marie and  Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
- Darrel Mason - (D.Hill*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Al Sherdan - bladder/prostatic cancer (Coen)
- Brooks Ann Singley* - good news!
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Donnie Turner- cancer (Helms*) 
- David Walther - brain (English*)
- Kellie (Wiggins) Ward - (frmer mem.)
- Daisy Jean Williams - (J.Pace)

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 
- Sherryn Canniff - homebound
- Donna Dudley-Life Care Center (S. Davis*) 
- Louise English* - Sandy Ridge
- Bobbie Garcia* -  Arcadia Health Care 
- Betty Lee - homebound (D. Lee's mom*)
- Linda Mann* - Shut In 
- Ina Ruth Miller*- Grandview Retire Center 
- Ruth Phillips*-  Shut In
- Jim Pitts* - Sodalis house, room 119
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Troy Vonada* - Sodalis House

- Caleb Owens
- Nick Webb
- Lily Weathersbee
- Reed Wilson
- Lexi Wildes



SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 30

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 

Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell 

Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis* 

Education ............................. Chris Davis* 

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin 

Finance ....................................................... 

Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 

OWLS ............................. Stephen Fulton 

Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 

Lads to Leaders ................. David English 

Missions ................................ Mike Scott*  

Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin* 

Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden  

Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is 

Thursday, by noon.

 EDUCATION
- Adult and Children Bible classes 

available on Sundays @ 9 AM and 
Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM. 

- Willing to teach? See Chris Davis!
-

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the 

Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- "LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire.

<WiFi Password posted in Foyer>

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradl in ........ Preacher /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Bl isse Hatcher  ............ Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  ......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com 
Scott Shanahan .................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 865-443-9856
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
Trevor  Smoot  ..... Domestic Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 937-417-4297
  .......................... smooterii@outlook.com

MORNING 
Opening Prayer ................... Josh Owens 
Song Director .................. Troy Spradlin 
Sermon ............................ Casey Bearden 
.......................................... "Faithful Love " 
Scripture Reading ..... Matt McReynolds  
........................................ 1 John 4: 13 -19 

Serving Communion: 
Comments ................... Dane Harrington 
David English  ..................... Chris Davis 
Luke McReynolds .................... Jeff Scott  
.................................................. Jim Loftin 
Closing Prayer ........................ Rick Bird
 
EVENING 
Opening Prayer ................................ N/A 
Singing .............................................. N/A  
Scripture ........................................... N/A 
............................................................ N/A 
Comments ........................................ N/A

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building ................. Jak Gallagher 
Communion Prep .................. The Birds' 
PowerPoint ............... Matt McReynolds 
Greeters: ................................ Elsa Nunes

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director .................. Trevor Smoot 
Opening Prayer ............... Blake Hatcher
Devotional ............................... Doug Lee                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 136 
AM Worship ..................................... 169 
PM Worship ..................................... 134 
Wed. Night Bible Class .................... 113 
Contribution .............................. $10,380

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

ELDERS
Rick  Bird ................................. 994-3148 
............................ bird1plus3@icloud.com 
Phi l l ip Webb .......................... 232-7431
........................... pw_webb@hotmail.com 
Joe Wilson .............................. 206-8350 
................................ jaw@whsbf-law.com

CONTACT FOR OCTOBER
Primary ................................  Joe Wilson 
Secondary .......................... Phillip Webb

Scan this QR Code
to open webpage 
for online giving 
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