
W elcom e! W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!
Su n day -  O ctober  9, 20 22

"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

by Troy Spradlin
    As much as I try to avoid it, there just comes a time when the garbage has to be taken out. Is that just a guy thing? 
What is it about taking out the garbage that provokes procrastination in so many of us? (Probably another lesson for 
another day). Yet seriously, what happens if the trash isn't eventually taken out? The house begins to smell really bad, 

the wife is unhappy, and worse, bugs will start showing up - nobody wants that. If I just take 
out the trash, everyone is happier, the house is clean, and we won't have an insect infestation. 
Can't you see a spiritual application here? If we don't rid ourselves of mental junk, worthless 
preoccupations, or self-centered refuse, then our "house" (mind) becomes noxious, our lives 
unhappy, and as Ecclesiastes 10:1 says, "A few dead flies in perfume make all of it stink, and a 
little foolishness outweighs a lot of wisdom." Another way of saying this is, "Whatever you 
allow to influence your brain, then that is what you are going to get out of it." 

    Did you know that the phrase "garbage in, garbage out " was known as GIGO among early computer pioneers? The 
expression was first noted by the inventor of the world's first programmable computing device, Charles Babbage. He 
posed the question, "[I]f you put into the machine wrong figures, will the right answers come out?"  He was 
emphasizing that computers cannot think for themselves, therefore, incorrect inputs inevitably lead to incorrect 
outputs. As computers continued to develop, the phrase became popular among programmers. About 1963, a young 
newspaper reporter, named James Crowley, is thought to be the first to put it into print. In an article, he wrote, "Did 
you mis-punch a hole while writing your first program? Got yourself a case of GIGO. Did you mis-transcribe a 
crucial bit of math, turning the 1962 Mariner satellite into an $18 million piece of exploded space junk? GIGO. Was 
your 1963 tax refund incorrect due to a data entry error at the processing facility in Martinsburg, WV? GIGO."
    While the phrase may have its origins in the digital world, it still has powerful meaning for spiritual things. Paul 
wrote, "... keep your minds on whatever is true, pure, right, holy, friendly, and proper. Don't ever stop thinking 
about what is truly worthwhile and worthy of praise." (Philippians 4:8 - CEV) Now, why would Paul say that? It is 
because we humans tend to have a problem with GIGO. For example, we all know that our bodies require regular 
nourishment in order to continue to function properly. That is how God designed us. Well, our minds also require 
regular, proper nourishment in order to function as God designed it. In fact, Paul also said, "If you instruct the 
brethren in these things, you will be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nour ished in the words of fai th and of the 
good doctr ine which you have carefully followed." (1 Timothy 4:6 - NKJV) Do you see? The words of faith and 
doctrine provide us mental "nourishment." That's a reference to good cognitive sustenance, the opposite of GIGO. 

     The truth is, if we allow the constant barrage of negative and divisive news cycles, belligerent rants of angry talk 
show hosts, brainless reality show babble, hateful social media posts, or mind-numbing gossip to constantly feed us, 
then i t  is the equivalent of eating mental  junk  food! They are empty and worthless, much like the empty calories 
of unhealthy food. It might "taste?"good in the moment, but always results in mental lethargy rather than healthy 
growth and empowerment. So, it seems that the old adage, "you are what you eat" must be true!
    The Bible says, "For as he thinks within himself, so he is." (Proverbs 23:7) We are all prone to reflect what we 
allow to influence us. So, make sure you have the right influences in life! Be at Bible study and worship services every 
time the doors are open. Regularly attend group Bible studies, fellowship activities, or church events. Visit the sick 
and needy among the brethren. Surround yourself with like-minded disciples of Christ. It will have an enormous 
impact on your spiritual nourishment.  Remember, "Beloved, do not imitate evil but imitate good. Whoever does 
good is from God; whoever does evil has not seen God." (3 John 11) That's another way to saying "avoid GIGO."

     

Garbage In. Garbage Out .
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YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

"But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you 
learned it, and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures,which are able to make you wise for salvation through 

faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work." - 2 Timothy 3:14-17



Mast er  or  Ally?
by Trevor Smoot 

If you haven't taken the time to read Mere Christianity, I highly recommend it. 
Theologically, C.S. Lewis doesn't nail everything down quite right, but he 
would have told you that wasn't why he wrote it anyway - convincing people 
that morality proves that God exists and is the One True God is its purpose. 
Nevertheless, he does bring out some deep, thought-provoking points. In the 
chapter "Social Morality," he makes one of his many convicting statements. 
"Most of us are not really approaching the subject [of Christian society] to find 
out what Christianity says; we are approaching it in the hope of finding support 
from Christianity for the views of our own party. We are looking for an ally 
where we are offered a Master or a Judge." Whew.

"An ally where we are offered a Master or a Judge." What a heart-pricking comment! His point was this: does 
our understanding of God bend our will to His, or do we really just hope to ally Him with our will? Should the 
latter be anyone's goal, John offers some alarming insight. "Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; 
and sin is lawlessness" (I John 3:4). He continues in the chapter, distinguishing between the "practice" of 
righteousness and sinfulness. In short, John makes it clear that, if a person is truly righteous, he or she does not 
continue to allow sin to be their lifestyle.

That's a well-known concept: a Christian shouldn't actively sin, for God is his/ her Master. Here is a 
lesser-known one: it is dangerously easy to unwittingly put God in an 'ally-shaped box' relative to our lifestyle. 
Sure, holding back from murdering or stealing is probably easy enough for most. It takes more than doing what 
comes easily to "practice righteousness" (I John 2:29), though. Impatience and short tempers are not righteous. 
Lustful stares are not righteous. Eating beef or bacon 'because it's our right' in front of a vegetarian isn't righteous. 
These are among the countless sins which often go ignored, due either to a lack of self-awareness or ignorantly 
making God to be a 'boxed-in ally.'  The danger of such attitudes is palpable and frightening.

John makes it clear. For the person who makes a practice of sin - which is dangerously simple to do if it goes 
'justified' or 'swept under the rug' - he or she "is of the devil" (I John 3:8). It may be bold of me to assume this, but 
I'm pretty confident nobody in their right mind would be content with that. If that is true, every Christian among 
us needs to look at himself or herself  under the microscope and see whether their deeds resemble Cain's (I John 
3:12), or like Christ's (v. 16). Should you identify any failure, submission to God, our Master, is the only means to 
find righteousness.

So what about you? Have you tried to put God in an 'ally-shaped box?' Beware: it's not possible to put God in a 
box He cannot fit in. In such a box, instead of God, there is nothing, and 'nothing' can be deceptively comfortable if 
our attitudes are not toward submission. God is our Master, and if our attitudes are not subservient to Him, we are 
practitioners of sin. If that is so, we have no fellowship with Him (I John 1:6). Does your lifestyle try to force God 
to be an unwilling ally who approves or overlooks your actions, or do you earnestly desire to change for Him and 
acknowledge Him as Master? Pray on this.

D O M EST I C M I SSIO N S



CO N GREGAT IO N A L  PRAYER L I ST

CHECK OUT OUR NEW:

!Lesson #11

Special   
- Those affected by the hurricane
- Winston Burnham* - recovery
- Bob Black - WFH (Lipford*)
- Larry Coen - hernia, surgery
- Charlotte Eubanks - health
- Donald Hamilton - recovery (McGriff*)
- Zeb Hamilton* - loss of son
- Sierra Hill - loss of father (Ray*)
- Betty Lee - rehab, prayers (Doug Lee's mom*)
- Sarah Lee & family*- passing of  Richard
- Tommy Lewis passing - (Barbara's cousin*)
- Eddie Longmire* - health
- Barbara Lundy* - knee surgery, recovery
- Newcomb family* - birth of baby, Sunny!
- Elsa Nunes* - procedure, recovery
- Pace family* - loss of Barbara
- Ella Parker* - open heart surgery, recovery
- Glenn Rose - SRH, fluid of heart (Garcia*)
- Tony Smith - needs liver transplant (Fisher*)
- Troy Vonada* - fell, recovery
- Phillip Webb* - surgery, recovery 

Recently Baptized /  Restored /  Identi f ied
- Caitlyn Crider* - baptized
- Gabriel Lee*- baptized
- Luke McReynolds* - baptized
- Madeline VanGrootheest* - baptized
- Morgan VanGrootheest* - baptized
- John Hart* - baptized
- Jake Armstrong* - identified
- Parker & Lauren Godwin* - identified
- Rick & Crystal Bartanen* - identified

Expecting Mothers
- Abby Webster - November 2022 
- Molly Doss* - December 2022
- April Davis* - December 2022
- Lauren Godwin* - January 2023
- Heidi Hudgens - January 2023 (Avalon)
- Nikki Tebbe -January 2023 (Blisse's cousin)
- Jennifer Cannon - March 2023

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Eliezer Perez - San Lorenzo, Paraguay
- Trevor Smoot - Domestic Missions
- Sebastain Garcia - Brazil 
- SRC Correctional Institute - Paul Discher

Other  Requests /  Heal th Issues 
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- John & Gale Broadfoot - health (past member)
- Sherryn Canniff - health, pain
- Sherry Davis* - health
- Keturah Dickey - MS (K. Longmire*)
- Laura Elliot - (S. Lee* mom)
- Paul England - kidneys (Burnham*)
- Madeline Farley* - broken wrist, recovery
- Steve Fulton - pain, health difficulties
- Dixie Gorham 
- Barbara Helms*- health 
- Shantavia Hunt - prayers (English*) 
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Jim Loftin* - recovery at home, tests
- Yvonne Loomis - prayers, health (Nunes*)
- Cindy Marotta - paralyzed (Nunes*) 
- Vicente Martinez - kidney transplant 
- Randy McGilberry - heart issues (Burnham*) 
- Mary McGriff* - health, asthma
- Ron Miller- esophagus infection (Ina Ruth*)
- Sharon Parker - broken arm (A.Spradlin* sis)
- Patsy Prince - (Burnham*)
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Kara Ritchie - blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Glenn Rose - heart problems (Garcia*)
- Ted Russell* - health
- August Eugene Smith -cleft palate (J.English*)
- Josh and Zyler Thompson
- Julia Torpey* - health
- Gloria Vonada*   
- Jan Whitney*

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 
- Sherryn Canniff - homebound
- Donna Dudley - Life Care Center (S. Davis*) 
- Louise English* - McCool's Home
- Bobbie Garcia* -  Shut In
- Linda Mann* - Shut In 
- Ina Ruth Miller*- Grandview Retire Center 
- Ella Parker* - Solaris Healthcare
- Ruth Phillips*-  Shut In
- Jim Pitts* - Sodalis house, room 119
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Troy Vonada* - Sodalis House

Cancer  
- Kandi Armand - (Whitney*)
- Justin Barnhart - former member 
- Darlene Baxley - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Carson Caris - mass/prayers (Jeanna*)
- Mark Carlson - (C.Davis*)
- Tish Clark - surgery (Hatcher*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - (McGriff*)
- Lisa (Dixon) Johnson - (McGriff*)
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
- Marie and  Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
- Darrel Mason - (D.Hill*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Eva Mae Saterfield (Wigums) - (McGriff*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Al Sherdan - bladder/prostatic cancer (Coen)
- Brooks Ann Singley* - good news!
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Donnie Turner- cancer (Helms*) 
- David Walther - brain (English*)
- Kellie (Wiggins) Ward - (frmer mem.)
- Daisy Jean Williams - (J.Pace)

Mil i tary
- Nick Bartell - Ft. Walton Beach
- John Bartell - Washington, DC
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer Gable-New London, Groton, CT
- Amya Huey* - Italy
- Ni Mack - Kentucky
- Byron Solomon - San Diego

 

Students in Col lege
- Haley Bartell
- Hannah Brown
- Seth Crider
- Stephen English
- Caitlyn Frizzell
- Jackson Lash

- Caleb Owens
- Nick Webb
- Lily Weathersbee
- Reed Wilson
- Lexi Wildes



SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 

Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell 

Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis* 

Education ............................. Chris Davis* 

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin 

Finance ....................................................... 

Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 

OWLS ............................. Stephen Fulton 

Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 

Lads to Leaders ................. David English 

Missions ................................ Mike Scott*  

Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin* 

Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden  

Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is 

Thursday, by noon.

 EDUCATION
- Adult and Children Bible classes 

available on Sundays @ 9 AM and 
Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM. 

- Willing to teach? See Chris Davis!
-

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the 

Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- "LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire.

<WiFi Password posted in Foyer>

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradl in ........ Preacher /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Bl isse Hatcher  ............ Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  ......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com 
Scott Shanahan .................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 865-443-9856
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
Trevor  Smoot  ..... Domestic Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 937-417-4297
  .......................... smooterii@outlook.com

MORNING 
Opening Prayer .................... Pete Pierce  
Song Director .............. Mason Chandler 
Sermon ............................. Troy Spradlin 
......................................... "The Cross Life " 
Scripture Reading ................ Gabriel Lee 
.......................................... Luke 14:25-33

Serving Communion: 
Comments ............................ Joe Wilson 
David English  ..................... Chris Davis 
Luke McReynolds .................... Jeff Scott  
.................................................. Jim Loftin 
Closing Prayer .................. Phillip Webb

EVENING 
Opening Prayer ..................... Jim Loftin 
Singing .............................. Brody Crider 
Comments ............................ Joe Wilson 

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building .............. Casey Bearden 
Communion Prep .................. The Birds' 
PowerPoint ..................... Connie Bartell 
Greeters: ................................ Elsa Nunes

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director ......................... Rick Bird 
Opening Prayer ................ Phillip Webb
Devotional ......................... Steve Fulton

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 136 
AM Worship .................................... 170 
PM Worship ..................................... 105 
Wed. Night Bible Class .................... 163 
Contribution ................................ $8,895

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

ELDERS
Rick  Bird ................................. 994-3148 
............................ bird1plus3@icloud.com 
Phi l l ip Webb .......................... 232-7431
........................... pw_webb@hotmail.com 
Joe Wilson .............................. 206-8350 
................................ jaw@whsbf-law.com

CONTACT FOR OCTOBER
Primary ................................  Joe Wilson 
Secondary .......................... Phillip Webb

Scan this QR Code
to open webpage 
for online giving 
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