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"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

by Troy Spradlin
     This is one of those subjects that many people are quite passionate about. I have encountered all types of religious 
minded folks who firmly believe that miraculous powers are still available to the Lord's disciples today. To add to the 
confusion, there are countless sensational posts that can be found on social media sites, as well as, Hollywood  has 
produced works that promote the idea of modern, supernatural, miraculous events. The bottom line is, the masses 
want to believe that such miracles as speaking in tongues, faith healing, raising the dead, exorcisms and the like are 
still happening today. But, there is one question they all need to ask themselves. Who provides the source?

    The Bible gives an important answer in Acts 8, which teaches us that there existed some 
limitations as to who could perform miracles. Consider the sequence of events recorded in 
this passage. First, we see that Philip performed miracles (v6) and what was the result? 
There was great joy (v8) and some believed (v12-13). This shows us that the miracles  
confirmed the word he was preaching (cf. Mark 16:20). We should also note that Philip 
was a disciple and not an Apostle (meaning, he was not one of the Twelve chosen by Jesus 
in Luke 6:13-16, nor one of the Twelve that the Holy Spirit fell upon in Acts 1:26-2:4). 

    Next, notice that two of Jesus' Apostles, Peter and John, came down to Samaria to visit 
these new converts, "who, when they had come down, prayed for them that they might receive the 
Holy Spirit."  Why did they have to come? Luke explains, "For as yet He [the Spirit] had fallen upon none of them. They had 
only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus." The very next verse says, "Then they laid hands on them, and they received 
the Holy Spirit." (Acts 8:15-16) So, why didn't Philip just take care of that himself? Why didn't Phillip just lay hands on 
the new disciples and impart the Holy Spirit to them? It is because there must be a limitation to what Phillip could do 
and, apparently, only the apostles could impart such powers. This fact is substantiated by Simon the Magician's 
response in verse 18. He perceived the difference and wanted that power for himself, even offering money for it.

   From all of this, we can deduce that Philip, being a disciple and not an Apostle, did not have the power to transfer 
the miraculous, spiritual gifts that were associated with receiving the Holy Spirit (cf Acts 10:45-46), on to other 
disciples. It was that power that Simon wanted to buy. Simon was not interested in just having the gift to perform 
miracles, he wanted the power to distribute the gift to others. This is clear indication that there was a distinct difference 
between the apostles and other disciples. In other words, there was a l imit to who could transmit miraculous 
gi f ts on to someone else. The Apostles could impart the Holy Spirit to others, but the disciples could not.

    Finally, let's apply what we have learned by returning to our question, "Who provides the source?" The power to 
lay hands on disciples and impart the Holy Spirit to others remained only with the apostles while they ministered to 
the church. They were the only source. Obviously, God was the original source (cf. Acts 2 and 10), but after that, the 
human source was limited in scope. When the last of the apostles died, the possibility of transmitting miraculous 
powers on to other disciples died with them. This would also include that when the last disciple died, of those who 
had received such miraculous, spiritual gifts, then all such miracles ceased to exist. All of this harmonizes perfectly 
with 1 Corinthians 13:8-10 which clearly states some gifts would cease "when that which is perfect has come." 
   Once the Bible was completed with the New Testament writings included, then such miraculous gifts were no 
longer needed to persuade hearers of the Gospel (Rom 10:13-17). The Bible is perfect (2 Tim 3:16-17; 2 Pet 1:3) and 
people can now read it for themselves. We no longer need such miracles to confirm the word, we have it in written 
form from the initial witnesses themselves (Hebrews 1:1-2; 2 Pet 1:21). Therefore, anyone claiming to have seen or 
be capable of performing miraculous, spiritual gifts is forgetting what the Bible itself teaches about their cessation. 
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YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

Ret reat , Don't  Escape
by Casey Bearden

This weekend, the youth groups around the area are spending time together focused on the idea of retreating. 
In creating this event, we recognize the necessity of the Christian being able to retreat back to camp (in a literal and 
spiritual sense) - resting, rejuvenating, repairing what has been broken or damaged, and preparing to go back into 
the world. Yes, it carries a military tone, which is fitting since we are engaged in a spiritual war with Satan and his 
angels. We are battling for our souls every day. Yet, just like any other war, there is, and needs to be, time for the 
soldier to come back to camp, retreat and pause from battle. 

Consider that word, retreat. Oftentimes, it carries a negative connotation with it, but if you allow your mind to 
see it another way, it takes on a whole new meaning. In my daily reading, one of my favorite authors wrote about 
this very idea. You see, we often see retreating as escaping, yet the two are totally different words with completely 
different meanings. The author suggests that "an escape is unplanned action, often unintentional, and always done in 
haste. When attempting to escape from something, all you know is what you're running from - you honestly don't care to know 
what you're running to, or why you're doing so. An escape is based on the need for self-preservation, and it hardly ever 
involved a plan of return." On the other hand, he suggests that "a retreat is a different animal altogether. Retreats are 
intentional breaks from the action with the specific intent of regrouping and returning. In taking a retreat, you know where 
you're going and why you're going. You are retreating in order to benefit others as well as yourself. Retreats are a way to focus 
on yourself in order to become the best you imaginable. Every great religious leader in history spent significant amounts of 
time in retreat before, during and after their service, especially Jesus."

Our prayer for our youth this weekend is that they are able to spiritually retreat, take an intentional break to 
focus on themselves, so that they can be better, they can develop a stronger desire to keep moving forward in this 
battle, and so they can refocus on why they're engaged in this battle to begin with. Even though you may not be at 
the retreat, take these few moments, and find your own source of retreat, but don't escape. Retreat daily through 
prayer and study, and let the power of God's mercy, grace, and love continually give you strength. Blessings!



"Dom inion Over  Every Living Thing"
by Trevor Smoot 

It is my opinion that we should be burning less, producing less, and transporting less as humanity. There are 
many reasons I believe this, but conservation ranks high among them. Shocker - the guy with a zoo science degree 
thinks taking care of the environment is important. Yes, it's true, I'm a bit of a tree-hugger. (After all, what else am 
I supposed to put a tree stand in or tap for syrup?) There are many reasons for that too, but I've settled on a 
spiritual motivation. It seems like there may be legitimate Biblical incentive for the Christian to (at least) be 
mindful of the environment and the critters that call it home.

Let me be clear and honest: there is no explicit command in the Bible 
regarding pollution, habitat destruction, or illegal pets (beyond Romans 13 
telling us to submit to the law of the land). As such, I can't and won't draw a 
spiritual line in the sand! Despite that, however, there is an explicit directive 
regarding the care of nature over all - and it's the very first task issued to man. 
"The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and 
keep it" (Genesis 2:15). Among the many interesting things in this verse, God 
placing Adam in Eden with the express purpose to "cultivate it" (NASB) certainly stands among them.

Is it an accident that God made man steward of His Creation? Of course not! God does nothing accidentally. 
Clearly there was some reason God expected this of Adam. It could be as simple as setting up mankind to have full 
"dominion over...every living thing" (Gen. 1:28b), but that position seems unlikely. Consider the moment of man's 
creation. "Let Us make man in Our image, after Our likeness. And let them have dominion over...every living 
thing" (Gen. 1:26). Since mankind is made in God's image, doesn't it stand to reason his dominion over nature 
should be in the image of God's dominion over him? If we are to be perfect as our heavenly Father is perfect (Matt. 
5:48), why should our rule over the earth and every living thing be any different than God's rule over us?

Though the context in Matthew is not 'how to be conservationally-minded,' expanding the scope of our 
'God-likeness' in that way seems reasonable. Why would we do anything unlike God? God doesn't lie, so we 
shouldn't lie (Titus 1:2). God is love, and we are to love in all we do (I Cor. 13; I John 4). If God, in His dominion 
over us, rules over us while being mindful of us (Psalm 8), shouldn't our dominion over the earth and every living 
thing  mimic that mindfulness? That seems logical, at least. "Whoever is righteous has regard for the life of his 
beast, but the mercy of the wicked is cruel" (Pvb. 12:10). Is it only righteous to regard the life of your own beast 
because it's your beast? That wouldn't be consistent with Matthew 5:43-48. Being righteous toward your beast is at 
least related to the animal's benefit, but almost certainly extends to those owned by others. If we then consider 
God's design for all of nature and its unbridled usefulness to humanity, the logical conclusion is that we should 
"regard" all of nature! This suggests taking care of the environment is more than okay - it is righteous!

Look. I get that, at first glance, this can seem like a bit of a soapbox subject and not actually that important 
spiritually. Maybe this will help: think about how God created everything and saw that it was good. Why wouldn't 
we take care of the good thing God created? Let us be good lords over the earth like our Good Lord over heaven 
and earth, folks. "Reduce, reuse, recycle, ya'll" (I Trevor 11:23).
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CO N GREGAT IO N A L  PRAYER L I ST
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Special   
- Those affected by the hurricane
- Victor Archey - asking for prayers!
- Winston Burnham* - recovery
- WillieMae Cosby - hand surgery (McGriff*)
- Fatima Deem- pregnant, problems (Nunes)
- Donald Hamilton - surgery coming (McGriff*)
- Zeb Hamilton* - loss of son
- Eddie Longmire* - health
- Barbara Lundy* - knee surgery, recovery
- Laura Oliver - requesting prayers!
- The Owens' family* - loss of Charlotte
- Brittany Parker - requested prayers!
- Ella Parker* - @ home recovering 
- Martha Reed* - cataract surgery, recovery
- Glenn Rose - SRH, fluid of heart (Garcia*)
- Michael Shepard & family-loss of mom, Rosie
- Tony Smith - needs liver transplant (Fisher*)
- Phillip Webb* - surgery, recovery 

Recently Baptized /  Restored /  Identi f ied
- Caitlyn Crider* - baptized
- Gabriel Lee*- baptized
- Luke McReynolds* - baptized
- Madeline VanGrootheest* - baptized
- Morgan VanGrootheest* - baptized
- John Hart* - baptized
- Jake Armstrong* - identified
- Parker & Lauren Godwin* - identified
- Ron Bartanen* - identified
- Rick & Crystal Bartanen* - identified

Expecting Mothers
- Molly Doss* - December 2022
- April Davis* - December 2022
- Lauren Godwin* - January 2023
- Heidi Hudgens - January 2023 (Avalon)
- Nikki Tebbe -January 2023 (Blisse's cousin)
- Jennifer Cannon - March 2023

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Eliezer Perez - San Lorenzo, Paraguay
- Trevor Smoot - Domestic Missions
- Sebastain Garcia - Brazil 
- SRC Correctional Institute - Paul Discher

Other  Requests /  Heal th Issues 
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- Gerry Baldwin - health (J.Pace sister)
- Bob Black - health (Lipford*)
- John & Gale Broadfoot - health (past member)
- Sherryn Canniff*- health, pain
- Sherry Davis* - health
- Keturah Dickey - MS (K. Longmire*)
- Laura Elliot - (S. Lee* mom)
- Paul England - kidneys (Burnham*)
- Madeline Farley* - broken wrist, recovery
- Steve Fulton - pain, health difficulties
- Dixie Gorham 
- Edwina Harris - health (J.Pace sister)
- Barbara Helms*- health 
- Chris Hollis - tests (McGriff)
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Yvonne Loomis - prayers, health (Nunes*)
- Cindy Marotta - paralyzed (Nunes*) 
- Vicente Martinez - kidney transplant 
- Randy McGilberry - heart issues (Burnham*) 
- Mary McGriff* - health, asthma
- Ron Miller- esophagus infection (Ina Ruth*)
- Patsy Prince - (Burnham*)
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Kara Ritchie - blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Glenn Rose - heart problems (Garcia*)
- August Eugene Smith -cleft palate (J.English*)
- Thompson family (Josh)
- Julia Torpey* - health
- Gloria Vonada*   
- Jan Whitney*

Mil i tary
- Nick Bartell - Ft. Walton Beach
- John Bartell - Washington, DC
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer Gable-New London, Groton, CT
- Amya Huey* - Italy
- Ni Mack - Kentucky
- Byron Solomon - San Diego

 
Students in Col lege

- Haley Bartell
- Seth Crider
- Stephen English
- Caitlyn Frizzell
- Jackson Lash

Cancer  
- Kandi Armand - (Whitney*)
- Justin Barnhart - former member 
- Ron Bartanen - cancer
- Darlene Baxley - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Carson Caris - mass/prayers (Jeanna*)
- Mark Carlson - (C.Davis*)
- Tish Clark - surgery (Hatcher*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Brenda Dunham - (J.English*)
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - (McGriff*)
- Lisa (Dixon) Johnson - (McGriff*)
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
- Marie and  Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
- Darrel Mason - (D.Hill*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Al Sherdan - bladder/prostatic cancer (Coen)
- Brooks Ann Singley* - good news!
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Donnie Turner- cancer (Helms*) 
- David Walther - brain (English*)
- Kellie (Wiggins) Ward - (frmer mem.)
- Daisy Jean Williams - (J.Pace)

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 
- Sherryn Canniff - homebound
- Donna Dudley-Life Care Center (S. Davis*) 
- Louise English* - Sandy Ridge
- Bobbie Garcia* -  Arcadia Health Care 
- Betty Lee - homebound (D. Lee's mom*)
- Linda Mann* - Shut In 
- Ina Ruth Miller*- Grandview Retire Center 
- Ruth Phillips*-  Shut In
- Jim Pitts* - Sodalis house, room 119
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Troy Vonada* - Sodalis House

- Caleb Owens
- Nick Webb
- Lily Weathersbee
- Reed Wilson
- Lexi Wildes



SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 

Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell 

Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis* 

Education ............................. Chris Davis* 

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin 

Finance ....................................................... 

Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 

OWLS ............................. Stephen Fulton 

Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 

Lads to Leaders ................. David English 

Missions ................................ Mike Scott*  

Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin* 

Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden  

Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is 

Thursday, by noon.

 EDUCATION
- Adult and Children Bible classes 

available on Sundays @ 9 AM and 
Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM. 

- Willing to teach? See Chris Davis!
-

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the 

Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- "LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire.

<WiFi Password posted in Foyer>

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradl in ........ Preacher /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Bl isse Hatcher  ............ Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  ......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com 
Scott Shanahan .................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 865-443-9856
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
Trevor  Smoot  ..... Domestic Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 937-417-4297
  .......................... smooterii@outlook.com

MORNING 
Opening Prayer ................ Blake Hatcher 
Song Director .......................... Rick Bird 
............................................ Troy Spradlin 
..................................... "Pursuing Holiness " 
Scripture Reading ............. Jak Gallagher 
...................................... Hebrews 12:7-17 

Serving Communion: 
Comments ........................ Rhett English  
Matthew Henry  ..................... John Pace 
Luke McReynolds .............. Eli Whitney 
............................................ Elliot Wilson 
Closing Prayer .....................  Joe Wilson

EVENING 
Opening Prayer ............. Stephen Fulton 
Singing ............................. Blake Hatcher 
Scripture ......................... Parker Godwin  
................................................. 1 Kings 6:1
Comments ........................ Rhett English  

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building ................. Jak Gallagher 
Communion Prep ........ Eddie Longmire 
PowerPoint .......................... Lori Mense 
Greeters: .................................. John Pace

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director .................... Caleb Owens 
Opening Prayer ........... Richard McCool 
Devotional .............................. John Pace                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................. 143 
AM Worship ...................................... 176 
PM Worship ........................................ 90 
Wed. Night Bible Class ..................... 130 
Contribution ................................ $9,006

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

ELDERS
Rick  Bird ................................. 994-3148 
............................ bird1plus3@icloud.com 
Phi l l ip Webb .......................... 232-7431
........................... pw_webb@hotmail.com 
Joe Wilson .............................. 206-8350 
................................ jaw@whsbf-law.com

CONTACT FOR NOVEMBER
Primary .............................. Phillip Webb 
Secondary ................................ Rick Bird

Scan this QR Code
to open webpage 
for online giving 
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