
W elcom e! W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!
Su n day -  N ovem ber  20 , 20 22

"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

by Troy Spradlin
     The Lord's disciple, Luke, and the beloved Physician (Col 4:14), wrote The Gospel  According to Luke and The 
Book  of the Acts of the Apostles. His hand and thoughts were guided by divine inspiration (2 Timothy 3:16 and    
2 Peter 1:21). The words he penned, now preserved in the New Testament, have served to expand the kingdom of 
God for nearly two millennia! Yet, there's one peculiar mystery found at the beginning of each volume. In his Gospel 
account, he wrote, "... to write to you an orderly account, most excellent Theophilus," (1:3). Then, in the Book of Acts, he 
wrote, "The former account I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach," (1:1). For nearly as long as 
we have had these texts, diligent Bible students and scholars have asked the question, "Who is this Theophilus?"

    There are, basically, three possible answers to that question. 

    The f i rst answer  is simply, "We do not know !" The Bible does not identify 
who he is anywhere else within the text. Since we are so far removed from the 
original account, we may never truly know. Unless we find some archaeological 
evidence concerning his identity, anything more at this point, is pure conjecture.

    Secondly, we do know  that "Theophi lus" is a compound Greek  word. It 
is made up of the words, theos, meaning "God," and, philus, which means  friend." 
Thus, it literally means, ?loved by God,? but also carries the idea of being a ?friend 

of God.? This definition of the word has led many to believe that Luke was only making a general reference to 
Christians, since we are loved by God and are God's friends (Rom 8:28,39). This theory postulates that Theophilus is 
nothing more than a generic title used to identify those of the Lord's church, who would read the letters.

    A third answer  is that Theophi lus was a specif ic individual . Of course, this generates multiple theories as to 
who this individual might be. Some postulate that since Luke used the words, "most excellent" before his name, that 
it must imply someone of great honor or rank, such as a Roman official. The apostle Paul addressed both Felix and 
Festus (Acts 24:2, 26:25), who were Roman governors, by using the same words applied to Theophilus' name.  
Another theory follows that Theophilus was some wealthy and influential man in the city of Antioch. This is based 
on a few historical accounts of a man by that name who was quite prominent in that city. Thus, Bible scholars have 
claimed that Theophilus could have been someone who supported Paul and Luke in their ministries, which would 
account for why Luke would address him in such a manner when writing to him. There are further attempts to 
identify Theophilus with other historical figures such as: Theophilus ben Ananus, a Jewish high priest; or even a 
Roman lawyer who defended Paul during his trial in Rome; and also a later high priest named Mattathias ben 
Theophilus. In any case, each of these are just theories that have no substantial, Biblical proof as to his true identity.

    In the end, there are two things that matter most about who Theophilus is for us. One, is that Luke took the time 
to write to someone so ?that you may have cer tainty concerning the things you have been taught? (Luke 
1:3-4). Because of this, we have a detailed account of Jesus life, ministry, crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension that 
are immeasurably priceless to our Christian faith. His inspired letter helps us to know more about Jesus and God's 
love for us. In addition, and because of Luke's desire to write to Theophilus, we also have a detailed account of how 
the church started and grew. It is an account that explains how one becomes a Christian (a name found in Acts 11:26) 
and added to the church (Acts 2:38-47). A second reason that matters is Theophilus' name is one that could be 
applied to all of us who truly love God. We are loved by God and we love God! (cf. John 3:16, 13:34-35; Romans 5:8; 
1 John 2:4-6, 3:1) We should al l  str ive to be one who may be cal led, or  addressed, as a Theophi lus.

Most  Excellent  Theophilus
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"But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you 
learned it, and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures,which are able to make you wise for salvation through 

faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work." - 2 Timothy 3:14-17



Forgiving Ot hers
by Trevor Smoot 

It is a rightly familiar passage which follows Jesus' teaching on church discipline. "Then 
Peter came and said to Him, 'Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive 
him? Up to seven times?'" (Matt. 18:21). Many speculate that Peter likely thought this offer 
of "seven times" was extremely gracious, given the tradition of the day which permitted 
forgiving up to three times. Whether or not Peter felt this way is irrelevant. Christ's 
response revealed that it isn't the frequency of forgiveness which matters, but being so 
eager to forgive such that each instance could be considered premeditated (Matt. 18:22-35). 
His following parable clarifies this, along with other truths regarding forgiveness.

Let us first reiterate the point of Christ's teaching: the attitude of the one forgiving is 
what matters, not how many times a person forgives. Given the greater context of Matthew 
18, our capacity to forgive (and seek forgiveness) is intimately connected to our 
righteousness. If we are not willing to forgive a brother, namely one who has endured 
proper discipline (Matt. 18:15-20; II Cor. 7), is righteousness our goal? Christ informs us, 'no.' When we offer 
forgiveness, we should have righteousness in mind.

Having 'righteousness in mind' begs the question: when someone genuinely says to you, "I'm sorry," how do you 
tend to respond? Most folks often say something like, "It's okay!" or "Don't worry about it!" These sorts of 
responses, usually spoken kindly, often succeed in defusing an uncomfortably tense situation, salvaging a more 
pleasant and stable one. Nice as these outcomes feel, comfortable situations are not the goal of forgiveness. Where 
forgiveness is necessary, sin was involved, and righteousness cast aside. You may not mind, for instance, if 
somebody steals something you deem menial, but that doesn't make their act of thievery "okay." Of course, 
whoever says "It's okay" to some slight against them is not themselves sinning. Truthfully, such a one likely has the 
very heart Christ taught about. More precise language, though, helps us better represent our Lord. 

This is the heart of it. Our ability to forgive is merely an extension of the forgiveness God provides us. After all, 
every act of sin is ultimately against Him, so it is ultimately He who forgives. (Isaiah 66; Genesis 39:9; Rom. 3:23; 
etc.). To not forgive someone who seeks forgiveness is to put our own authority above God's - a dangerous place to 
be. If we are not forgiving as our Father is, we will not receive forgiveness (Matt. 18:35). In fact, that is itself a 
challenging truth, that God does not freely hand out forgiveness. It is entirely necessary to desire forgiveness in 
order to receive it. Where there is no repentance, there can be no forgiveness, no salvation (Matt. 18:15-20; II Cor. 
7:10). A brother cannot be won if he does not wish to be won. If he does, God expects our willingness to forgive to 
be so primed, a debt of 100 denarii, even 10,000 talents, will be forgiven at a moment's notice. 

Naturally, there is no guarantee that a forgiving attitude is easy to cultivate. Defensiveness is the default posture 
many deal with, and grudges are easy to form. Couple those with the "eye for an eye" attitude of the world (by the 
way, an Old Testament teaching Christ clarifies is meant to foster mercy, not vengeance), and we have a recipe for 
an unforgiving disposition. Clearly, there is no room for this in the life of a Christian. Casting these aside ought to 
make it crystal clear to the world who we are, with forgiveness serving as the Christian calling card (Matt. 5:16).

D O M EST I C M I SSIO N S
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Special   
- Those affected by the hurricane
- Carson Caris family - loss of Carson 
- WillieMae Cosby - hand surgery (McGriff*)
- Donald Hamilton - surgery coming (McGriff*)
- Zeb Hamilton* - loss of son
- Barbara Lundy* - knee surgery, recovery
- Laura Oliver - requesting prayers!
- The Owens' family* - loss of Charlotte
- Brittany Parker - requested prayers!
- Ella Parker* - @ home recovering 
- Martha Reed* - cataract surgery, recovery
- Glenn Rose - SRH, fluid of heart (Garcia*)
- Tony Smith - needs liver transplant (Fisher*)
- Phillip Webb* - surgery, recovery 

Recently Baptized /  Restored /  Identi f ied
- Caitlyn Crider* - baptized
- Gabriel Lee*- baptized
- Luke McReynolds* - baptized
- Madeline VanGrootheest* - baptized
- Morgan VanGrootheest* - baptized
- John Hart* - baptized
- Jake Armstrong* - identified
- Parker & Lauren Godwin* - identified
- Ron Bartanen* - identified
- Rick & Crystal Bartanen* - identified

Expecting Mothers
- Molly Doss* - December 2022
- April Davis* - December 2022
- Lauren Godwin* - January 2023
- Heidi Hudgens - January 2023 (Avalon)
- Nikki Tebbe -January 2023 (Blisse's cousin)
- Jennifer Cannon - March 2023

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Eliezer Perez - San Lorenzo, Paraguay
- Trevor Smoot - Domestic Missions
- Sebastain Garcia - Brazil 
- SRC Correctional Institute - Paul Discher

Students in Col lege
- Haley Bartell
- Seth Crider
- Stephen English
- Caitlyn Frizzell
- Jackson Lash

Other  Requests /  Heal th Issues 
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- Gerry Baldwin - health (J.Pace sister)
- Bob Black - health (Lipford*)
- John & Gale Broadfoot - health (past member)
- Winston Burnham* - recovery
- Sherryn Canniff*- health, pain
- Sherry Davis* - health
- Fatima Deem- pregnant, problems (Nunes)
- Keturah Dickey - MS (K. Longmire*)
- Laura Elliot - (S. Lee* mom)
- Paul England - kidneys (Burnham*)
- Madeline Farley* - broken wrist, recovery
- Steve Fulton - pain, health difficulties
- Dixie Gorham 
- Edwina Harris - health (J.Pace sister)
- Barbara Helms*- health 
- Chris Hollis - tests (McGriff)
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Yvonne Loomis - prayers, health (Nunes*)
- Eddie Longmire* - health
- Cindy Marotta - paralyzed (Nunes*) 
- Vicente Martinez - kidney transplant 
- Randy McGilberry - heart issues (Burnham*) 
- Mary McGriff* - health, asthma
- Ron Miller- esophagus infection (Ina Ruth*)
- Patsy Prince - (Burnham*)
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Kara Ritchie - blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Glenn Rose - heart problems (Garcia*)
- August Eugene Smith -cleft palate (J.English*)
- Thompson family (Josh)
- Julia Torpey* - health
- Gloria Vonada*   
- Jan Whitney*

Mil i tary
- Nick Bartell - Ft. Walton Beach
- John Bartell - Washington, DC
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer Gable-New London, Groton, CT
- Amya Huey* - Italy
- Ni Mack - Kentucky
- Byron Solomon - San Diego

 

Cancer  
- Kandi Armand - (Whitney*)
- Justin Barnhart - former member 
- Ron Bartanen - cancer
- Darlene Baxley - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Mark Carlson - (C.Davis*)
- Tish Clark - surgery (Hatcher*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Brenda Dunham - (J.English*)
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - (McGriff*)
- Lisa (Dixon) Johnson - (McGriff*)
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
- Marie and  Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
- Darrel Mason - (D.Hill*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Al Sherdan - bladder/prostatic cancer (Coen)
- Brooks Ann Singley* - good news!
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Donnie Turner- cancer (Helms*) 
- David Walther - brain (English*)
- Kellie (Wiggins) Ward - (frmer mem.)
- Daisy Jean Williams - (J.Pace)

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 
- Sherryn Canniff - homebound
- Donna Dudley-Life Care Center (S. Davis*) 
- Louise English* - Sandy Ridge
- Bobbie Garcia* -  Arcadia Health Care 
- Betty Lee - homebound (D. Lee's mom*)
- Linda Mann* - Shut In 
- Ina Ruth Miller*- Grandview Retire Center 
- Ruth Phillips*-  Shut In
- Jim Pitts* - Sodalis house, room 119
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Troy Vonada* - Sodalis House

- Caleb Owens
- Nick Webb
- Lily Weathersbee
- Reed Wilson
- Lexi Wildes



SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 

Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell 

Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis* 

Education ............................. Chris Davis* 

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin 

Finance ....................................................... 

Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 

OWLS ............................. Stephen Fulton 

Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 

Lads to Leaders ................. David English 

Missions ................................ Mike Scott*  

Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin* 

Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden  

Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is 

Thursday, by noon.

 EDUCATION
- Adult and Children Bible classes 

available on Sundays @ 9 AM and 
Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM. 

- Willing to teach? See Chris Davis!
-

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the 

Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- "LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire.

<WiFi Password posted in Foyer>

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradl in ........ Preacher /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Bl isse Hatcher  ............ Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  ......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com 
Scott Shanahan .................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 865-443-9856
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
Trevor  Smoot  ..... Domestic Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 937-417-4297
  .......................... smooterii@outlook.com

MORNING 
Opening Prayer ...................... Jack Davis 
Song Director .................. Casey Bearden 
............................................ Troy Spradlin 
..................................... "Solomon's Prayer " 
Scripture Reading .............. Brett Napier 
...........................................1 Kings 8:1-14 

Serving Communion: 
Comments ............................ Joe Wilson 
Matthew Henry  ..................... John Pace 
Luke McReynolds .............. Eli Whitney 
............................................ Elliot Wilson 
Closing Prayer .......................  Rick Bird

EVENING 
Opening Prayer ....................... Jared Lee 
Singing ............................. Trevor Smoot 
Scripture .............................. Justin Davis  
.........................................  Mark 10:42-45
Comments ............................ Joe Wilson  

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building ........... Darrell Bozeman 
Communion Prep ........ Eddie Longmire 
PowerPoint .......................... Lori Mense 
Greeters: .................................. John Pace

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director .................. Blake Hatcher 
Opening Prayer ........................ Joe King 
Devotional .............................. John Pace                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 120 
AM Worship ..................................... 159 
PM Worship ..................................... 109 
Wed. Night Bible Class .................... 128 
Contribution ........................... $8,298.82

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

ELDERS
Rick  Bird ................................. 994-3148 
............................ bird1plus3@icloud.com 
Phi l l ip Webb .......................... 232-7431
........................... pw_webb@hotmail.com 
Joe Wilson .............................. 206-8350 
............................ jaw@wilsonharrell.com

CONTACT FOR NOVEMBER
Primary .............................. Phillip Webb 
Secondary ................................ Rick Bird

Scan this QR Code
to open webpage 
for online giving 
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