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"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

by Troy Spradlin
     In 1 Corinthians 14:4-10, Paul enumerates several remarkable gifts that were distributed among the disciples in 
the first century, to help them in their ministries. He noted that, "to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to 
another the word of knowledge through the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the 
same Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different kinds 
of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues." Can you imagine? To be endowed with such abilities would be a 
marvelous gift! So, do we Christians today still have these same miraculous abilities available to us? Can we speak in 
tongues, heal people, and do all those things? That's the question we've been investigating in this series of articles.

    Last week, we noted that this subject requires a good amount of study. We 
should always take into account everything the Bible says about a particular 
topic (Psalm 119:160). We also established that the Bible itself tells us that 
some of those miraculous gifts would cease "when that which is perfect has 
come" (1 Cor 13:8-10). In addition, we pointed out that the New Testament 
had yet to be written when Christianity first began, but once it was finished, 
then those miraculous spiritual gifts would no longer be necessary because 
they were no longer needed "to confirm the word" (Mark 16:20). Since we now 
have the Bible, then that implies miraculous gifts have ceased. 

     If we continue our study of 1 Corinthians 13, we'll find that there are many who contend that Paul is speaking 
about the future culmination of the kingdom - when the saved enter heaven on Judgment Day - in verses 11-12. 
They say it is then when miraculous gifts will cease (notice they do acknowledge the cessation mentioned in verse 8). 
In other words, they are saying that all those spiritual, miraculous gifts we read about in the New Testament, can still 
be performed by Christians today. This is the reason there are some people who claim to be "faith healers." 

     Faith, or spiritual healers often parade around on a stage with an emotionally-laden, musical drone in the 
background while they "heal" all those who "have faith" to be healed. The truth is, these people are charlatans - they 
are wolves in sheep's clothing - preying upon the emotions of poor, hopeless souls. Have you ever noticed that these 
frauds never use their gifts of healing in hospitals, cancer wards, or therapy centers? Also, if anyone they attempt to 
heal doesn't respond to the "miracle," what is often the excuse given? It is usually something like, "Well, they just 
didn't have enough faith!" Such hubris is contradictory to the principle and purpose of the gifts, (see Mark 16:20 
again). The person being healed does not need to have faith - consider the lame man at the Beautiful Gate! (Acts 
3:1-10) It was the miracle that produced belief, or faith. Study the results of every miracle registered in the New 
Testament. In almost every case, it is followed with "and many believed" (cf. Acts 8:12-13, 9:40-42, 13:11-12).  

    While we agree that 1 Corinthians 13:12 is certainly a reference to the conditions of eternity, it does not mean  
miraculous gifts still abide with Christians today. In fact the Literal Translation (LITV) says, "And now faith, hope, and 
love, these three things remain; but the greatest of these is love."  The word "remain" in this passage is direct implication 
that something will continue to exist while something else will not. Do we still have faith, hope and love today? Yes, 
we do. Those are what remain, implying the other gifts have ceased. Also, will faith, hope and love be what "remains" 
when we get to heaven? "Remain" makes no sense in that context. Why would we still need faith once we get there? 
Hope won't be needed because we will be IN the place we were hoping for! Love is all that continues because "God is 
love" (1 John 4:8). Therefore, from two thousand years in the future, the fact that we have 1 Corinthians in written 
form within the New Testament, is further indication that miraculous, spiritual gifts have ceased.   (To be continued). 
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A Biblical Perspect ive
by Casey Bearden

So often, people say that they read their Bibles and don't get anything out of it, that nothing really pertains to them and 
what they're going through in the moment, but they do know some people who could use that dose of teaching. While all of 
that can be true, I often wonder if we are so focused on what our current situation is, and the Bible speaking specifically of 
that, or that someone else needs to hear that more than us, that we are actually missing out on significant guidance and 
growth that God is providing.

A fellow minister once said it this way, "Nothing was written in the Bible in order to change other people's behavior, but 
rather your own." But it is for other people right? Yes, but not in the moment you are reading. Consider the thought 
promoted with that comment - when you are reading your Bible, God is communicating with you. No one else. That moment 
is when God is using His divine Word to help you grow in your faith. The words may pertain to someone else's situation, but 
you are the audience. There is something you can learn from your study. It may not seem like it is relevant to your current 
situation, but who is to say that it wouldn't help in some way, or be something you are going to deal with in the near future. 
Again, you are the audience. God is speaking to you. 

Consider this passage from 2 Timothy 3:14-17 - "But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, 
knowing from whom you learned it, and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make 
you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work." We often use this to 
prove that God's Word is complete, lacking in nothing, and to be used for all of these things, but often in the context of 
someone else. Don't miss it - Paul says ,"as for you" and "to make you wise", and then wraps it up with the statement about 
the man of God being complete. He is addressing the reader first. Yes, the Word is to be used to teach others, but we must 
first use it for ourselves, so that we are complete first.

The challenge is to approach your Bible study with a mindset that God is trying to show YOU something, not someone 
else. Let yourself be the individual, captive audience that God wants to communicate with in that moment. See how it 
changes your study, your faith, your awareness to things in the passage that you've never noticed before that you can draw 
from. Approach God in your study with a perspective that you are there for Him to speak to you. You will be blessed. ~CB



A Fat her 's Wisdom
by Trevor Smoot 

My Dad?s birthday is this Friday, so he?s been on my mind a fair bit. With practically only cooking (Pappy) and 
relationships (Mama) as exceptions, I call Tim Smoot first for everything (and second, even in those exceptions). 

Computers? That?s his M.O. Gardening? That?s his real M.O. For mechanics, 
science, and other real-life advice, I go to Dad. Our relationship contributes 
greatly to the man I am today. (None of you realize it yet, but you?ve basically 
already met him by meeting me. We are frighteningly similar in personality.) 
Fatherly advice and examples are tremendous sources of spiritual upbringing, 
and are not scarce in the Bible. In this regard, Proverbs stands chief in Scripture.
The first nine chapters of Proverbs contain what some call ?Parental Speeches.? 
These Parental Speeches are ?self-contained? sections of text (a pericope) which 

Solomon directed to ?My son? or ?O, sons? (Pvb. 1:10, 2:1, 3:1, etc.). Each speech focuses on a theme which the son 
is meant to heed such that his life will be better lived, namely for God. While they don?t have a particular order of 
significance, as all Scripture is breathed out by God (II Timothy 3:16f), let's look at the unique 'fourth' speech.

?When I was a son with my father, tender, the only one in the sight of my mother, he taught me and said to me, 
?Let your heart hold fast my words; keep my commandments and live? (Proverbs 4:3f). Solomon, clearly 
reminiscing his youth, appeals to his sons to heed his wisdom because he found it useful in his own life. He 
obtained this wisdom from his own earthly father, and successfully applied it to his own life. ?Hear, my son, and 
accept my words, that the years of your life may be many? (Pvb. 4:10). David's apparent, God-approved wisdom 
had great impact on his son's life, in turn equipping Solomon to teach his own sons.

That Solomon passed on wisdom from his own father is just one of a few interesting observations in this 
pericope. Most importantly, of course, is that ?the man after God?s own Heart? had wisdom to share with his son 
which was so approved by the Lord, He had it written in the Bible. (Whether this is because God first delivered 
those words to David or later verified them is irrelevant when considering God?s eternal nature). Of the several 
other possible observations, what compels me the most is the vindication Solomon provides his sons. It?s as if he?s 
telling them, ?Boys, I basically know what it?s like to be in your shoes because I?ve worn them. If you listen to me 
like I listened to my earthly father, it?ll pay off for you.? Obviously I?m speaking for Solomon here, but as a son with 
a wonderful father who hopes to be ?at least half the Dad he didn?t have to be? (?He Didn?t Have to Be,? Paisley), a 
Dad telling me his parental success came from the man he looked up to means he?s got my undivided attention. 

The many other 'parental speeches' focus on various themes like 'don't get caught up in the wrong crowd' (Pvb. 
1:10-33), 'stay away from sexual temptation' (Pvb. 4:20-5:23), and 'if you do right, then right will (ultimately) 
happen to you' (Pvb. 2), all of which are excellent lessons for anybody seeking wisdom. Don't be fooled by the 
different sections, though; this ancient Dad was concerned with his boys applying wisdom to their lives. No verse 
in Proverbs makes it so clear as 1:7 which says, "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise 
wisdom and instruction." It's almost as if our heavenly Father wanted all of His children to know that. 
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Special   
- Those affected by the hurricane
- Victor Archey - asking for prayers!
- Winston Burnham* - recovery
- Fatima Deem- pregnant, problems (Nunes)
- Donald Hamilton - recovery (McGriff*)
- Zeb Hamilton* - loss of son
- Eddie Longmire* - health
- Barbara Lundy* - knee surgery, recovery
- The Owens' family* - loss of Charlotte
- Brittany Parker - requested prayers!
- Ella Parker* -  @ home recovering 
- Martha Reed* - cataract surgery, recovery
- Glenn Rose - SRH, fluid of heart (Garcia*)
- Michael Shepard & family-loss of mom, Rosie
- Tony Smith - needs liver transplant (Fisher*)
- Phillip Webb* - surgery, recovery 

Recently Baptized /  Restored /  Identi f ied
- Caitlyn Crider* - baptized
- Gabriel Lee*- baptized
- Luke McReynolds* - baptized
- Madeline VanGrootheest* - baptized
- Morgan VanGrootheest* - baptized
- John Hart* - baptized
- Jake Armstrong* - identified
- Parker & Lauren Godwin* - identified
- Ron Bartanen* - identified
- Rick & Crystal Bartanen* - identified

Expecting Mothers
- Molly Doss* - December 2022
- April Davis* - December 2022
- Lauren Godwin* - January 2023
- Heidi Hudgens - January 2023 (Avalon)
- Nikki Tebbe -January 2023 (Blisse's cousin)
- Jennifer Cannon - March 2023

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Eliezer Perez - San Lorenzo, Paraguay
- Trevor Smoot - Domestic Missions
- Sebastain Garcia - Brazil 
- SRC Correctional Institute - Paul Discher

Other  Requests /  Heal th Issues 
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- Gerry Baldwin - health (J.Pace sister)
- Bob Black - health (Lipford*)
- John & Gale Broadfoot - health (past member)
- Sherryn Canniff*- health, pain
- Sherry Davis* - health
- Keturah Dickey - MS (K. Longmire*)
- Laura Elliot - (S. Lee* mom)
- Paul England - kidneys (Burnham*)
- Madeline Farley* - broken wrist, recovery
- Steve Fulton - pain, health difficulties
- Dixie Gorham 
- Edwina Harris - health (J.Pace sister)
- Barbara Helms*- health 
- Chris Hollis - tests (McGriff)
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Yvonne Loomis - prayers, health (Nunes*)
- Cindy Marotta - paralyzed (Nunes*) 
- Vicente Martinez - kidney transplant 
- Randy McGilberry - heart issues (Burnham*) 
- Mary McGriff* - health, asthma
- Ron Miller- esophagus infection (Ina Ruth*)
- Patsy Prince - (Burnham*)
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Kara Ritchie - blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Glenn Rose - heart problems (Garcia*)
- August Eugene Smith -cleft palate (J.English*)
- Thompson family (Josh)
- Julia Torpey* - health
- Gloria Vonada*   
- Jan Whitney*

Mil i tary
- Nick Bartell - Ft. Walton Beach
- John Bartell - Washington, DC
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer Gable-New London, Groton, CT
- Amya Huey* - Italy
- Ni Mack - Kentucky
- Byron Solomon - San Diego

 
Students in Col lege

- Haley Bartell
- Seth Crider
- Stephen English
- Caitlyn Frizzell
- Jackson Lash

Cancer  
- Kandi Armand - (Whitney*)
- Justin Barnhart - former member 
- Darlene Baxley - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Carson Caris - mass/prayers (Jeanna*)
- Mark Carlson - (C.Davis*)
- Tish Clark - surgery (Hatcher*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Brenda Dunham - (J.English*)
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - (McGriff*)
- Lisa (Dixon) Johnson - (McGriff*)
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
- Marie and  Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
- Darrel Mason - (D.Hill*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Al Sherdan - bladder/prostatic cancer (Coen)
- Brooks Ann Singley* - good news!
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Donnie Turner- cancer (Helms*) 
- David Walther - brain (English*)
- Kellie (Wiggins) Ward - (frmer mem.)
- Daisy Jean Williams - (J.Pace)

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 
- Sherryn Canniff - homebound
- Donna Dudley-Life Care Center (S. Davis*) 
- Louise English* - Sandy Ridge
- Bobbie Garcia* -  Arcadia Health Care 
- Betty Lee - homebound (D. Lee's mom*)
- Linda Mann* - Shut In 
- Ina Ruth Miller*- Grandview Retire Center 
- Ruth Phillips*-  Shut In
- Jim Pitts* - Sodalis house, room 119
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Troy Vonada* - Sodalis House

- Caleb Owens
- Nick Webb
- Lily Weathersbee
- Reed Wilson
- Lexi Wildes

Parker and Lauren 
Godwin



SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 

Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell 

Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis* 

Education ............................. Chris Davis* 

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin 

Finance ....................................................... 

Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 

OWLS ............................. Stephen Fulton 

Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 

Lads to Leaders ................. David English 

Missions ................................ Mike Scott*  

Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin* 

Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden  

Worship ...................... Darrell Bozeman*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is 

Thursday, by noon.

 EDUCATION
- Adult and Children Bible classes 

available on Sundays @ 9 AM and 
Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM. 

- Willing to teach? See Chris Davis!
-

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the 

Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- "LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire.

<WiFi Password posted in Foyer>

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradl in ........ Preacher /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Bl isse Hatcher  ............ Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  ......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com 
Scott Shanahan .................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 865-443-9856
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
Trevor  Smoot  ..... Domestic Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 937-417-4297
  .......................... smooterii@outlook.com

MORNING 
Opening Prayer ..................... Pat Mense 
Song Director ................. Casey Bearden 
Sermon ............................. Troy Spradlin 
..................................... "The Peace of God " 
Scripture Reading ........ Jake Armstrong  
...................................... Philippians 4:4-9 

Serving Communion: 
Comments ........................ Blake Hatcher 
Matthew Henry  ..................... John Pace 
Luke McReynolds .............. Eli Whitney 
............................................ Elliot Wilson 
Closing Prayer ..................  Phillip Webb 

EVENING 
Opening Prayer ...................... Jack Davis 
Singing ............................... Elliot Wilson 
Scripture .................... Luke McReynolds 
................................... Colossians 3:14-17
Comments ........................ Blake Hatcher

Worship Service and Preparation:
Secure Building ..................... Joe Wilson 
Communion Prep ........ Eddie Longmire 
PowerPoint .......................... Lori Mense 
Greeters: .................................. John Pace

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director .......................... Rick Bird 
Opening Prayer ................. Phillip Webb 
Devotional .......................... Paul Lipford                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 136 
AM Worship ..................................... 192 
PM Worship ............................................ 
Wed. Night Bible Class .................... 106 
Contribution .............................. $12,760

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

ELDERS
Rick  Bird ................................. 994-3148 
............................ bird1plus3@icloud.com 
Phi l l ip Webb .......................... 232-7431
........................... pw_webb@hotmail.com 
Joe Wilson .............................. 206-8350 
................................ jaw@whsbf-law.com

CONTACT FOR NOVEMBER
Primary .............................. Phillip Webb 
Secondary ................................ Rick Bird

Scan this QR Code
to open webpage 
for online giving 
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