
W elcom e! W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!
Su n day -  D ecem ber  11, 20 22

"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

by Troy Spradlin
    I am sure most everyone is aware of how much Social Media has grown, exponentially, over the past 
twenty years! It isn't hard to miss. (Myspace is considered the beginning, in 2003) In fact, there is now a 
mixed population of adults who have never known a world without the internet alongside the rest who can 
remember a time when we didn't have it. It has created quite an interesting dynamic in our society. One of 
the biggest disconnects is found in the vocabulary associated with it that is constantly changing. New terms 
are regularly being introduced, or common words evolve in their meaning. One such words is: Influencer. 
     According to several online sources, an Influencer in social media is 
"someone who has built a reputation for their knowledge and 
expertise on a specific topic. They make regular posts about that 
topic on their preferred social media channels and generate large 
followings of enthusiastic, engaged people who pay close attention to 
their views." This so-called "influence" they have over a large 
audience has caused many companies to change their marketing 
strategies and seek out these Influencers in order to promote their 
products. Some influencers have achieved very large incomes 
through this method. However, the reality of what is behind the 
digital lens is often quite different than what is portrayed.
   The truth is, many influencers do not actually live the type of lives they portray on camera. Many do not 
actually believe in, or even use the products they endorse. In addition, there are very few who actually make 
any decent income from their "influencing." Worse, it is becoming increasingly more revealed that a lot of 
these influencers are just rude, pretentious, and really, not very good people. Memes and jokes abound on 
the same social sites about how influencers act overly privileged and often cause a scene. We recognize that 
this does not apply to all influencers, but it is alarming how many do fit the descriptions mentioned here. 
Thus, the term, "Social Media Influencer" has begun to take on a very negative connotation in many circles.
    All of this makes me think of the first and original "influencer," Satan. In Genesis 3, we see his first efforts 
at influencing an audience. He is described as being more "crafty, cunning, or subtle" (V1) which can 
certainly be used to influence someone. He was rather convincing and he had a "product" that he endorsed 
(cf Gen 3:3-4; 1 John 2:16). He achieved his goal and his audience was persuaded, because they replied, ?The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate.? (Gen 3:13) Indeed, the original influencer doesn't live the glamorous life he 
promises to his victims and he is certainly not good. He is a liar (John 8:44) and the opposite of godly.  
    At the at the other end of the spectrum is the perfect "influencer," Jesus Christ. His life, words and 
example can be trusted and even imitated (John 13:15; 1 Cor 11:1). He has had the greatest and most 
positive impact upon the world, as an audience, promising the greatest gift, eternal life (John 3:16). Many 
have changed their life "strategy" and sought Him out for what He has to offer (Act 1:8; Col 1:5-6). Quite 
simply, there is no one as good, compassionate and kind as Jesus. Let us all strive to live as He lived and 
taught. Let His influence convert us into positive, godly influencers to all those around us (Matt 5:16)! 
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YO U T H  &  FA M I LY M I N I ST RY

"But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you 
learned it, and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures,which are able to make you wise for salvation through 

faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work." - 2 Timothy 3:14-17



The Most  Relat able God
by Trevor Smoot 

Read on its own, Romans 3:23 is a disappointing verse. "For all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of 
God." When realizing the context leads to Romans 6:23, it makes the verse grim. "For the wages of sin is death..." 
The language is absolute, and it allows for no exception. This same certainty, though, applies to the sentence's 
tense. All "have" sinned. Paul does not write that all "will" sin. It is possible to not sin, a claim which isn't even 
relegated to the theoretical. Jesus proved it! While Paul's point clearly indicates that all beyond the 'age of 
accountability' (Romans 7) will give into sin except  Jesus, God in human form, the fact He had no sin was not 
accomplished because of His deity. He was sinless in spite of the humanity He shared with us - a comforting truth.

Immediately after Jesus was baptized, He was led "into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil" (Matt. 4:1). 
That the Holy Spirit, another aspect of the Trinity, led Christ with the express intent to subject Him to temptation 
is remarkable enough. Of course, God does not tempt us Himself, as James clearly points out (James 1), and the 
same would have been true for Jesus. Clearly, though, He allows for temptation to happen. God promises to 
provide an escape for all instances of temptation so that we may avoid sin. Jesus, fasted for 40 days and subject to 
the direct temptations of the devil, only found escape in one form: knowledge of God's word. Three times are 
recorded that the devil tried to convince Jesus to sin, and three times He defended Himself with the proclamation 
of God (Matt. 4:4). At the end of the devil's temptation, angels came to comfort Him (Matt. 4:11).

There may be a temptation to say, "Of course Jesus didn't sin. He was God! How could He have?" Make no 
mistake - Jesus received no more divine protection from sinning than you or I or God's people of old. To 
'hand-wave' Jesus' sinlessness because of His deity is to undermine the very point God came to Earth to begin with. 
Scripture makes this clear. "...Christ Jesus, who, though He was in the form of God, did not count equality with 
God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 
And being found in human form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death"  (Philippians 
2:5b-8a). Paul's point is this: though He was God in human form, Jesus endured humanity just as anyone else. 

Really, that may not be quite what Paul meant. For an eternal being, God, to step out of eternity and into 
mortality (a concept I am hopeless to articulate) may very well mean Jesus experienced humanity more intensely 
than any other person in history. To have the power of God at His call, only to be used to achieve God's plan was 
surely a uniquely suffered thing for Jesus. Nevertheless, this Great High Priest endured every possible temptation 
that a person can face, and He never allowed it to give birth to sin or death (Hebrews 4:15).

This is what makes Christianity unique among all religions. Our God is not a fickle one who suddenly changes 
His will, subjecting His creation to His every whim. He experienced humanity at least as harshly as anyone who has 
ever existed. No other god in any false pantheon can make that claim. God's experience of humanity is not 
1-dimensional in purpose, either. Because of Jesus, our Creator knows exactly the things we suffer through to be 
faithful to Him. Just like Jesus, we can find comfort in the Scriptures - in God - to endure any trial, any 
persecution, any suffering (II Cor. 12:7-10). Our Lord understands  and loves us perfectly, even when we fall. How? 
Simply put: because, short of sin, He's been there. Only our God can relate like that.
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Special   
- John Broam family - loss of John
- The Doss family*- welcomed baby Tyler!
- Annie Favorite - health (Mary Lou's mom*)
- Donald Hamilton - surgery coming (McGriff*)
- Zeb Hamilton* -broke hip, recovery
- Laura Oliver - requesting prayers!
- The Owens' family* - loss of Charlotte
- Ella Parker* - @ home recovering 
- Sue Perrit* - shingles, recovery
- Martha Reed* - cataract surgery, recovery
- Glenn Rose - SRH, fluid of heart (Garcia*)
- Zyler Thompson - tonsillectomy/ tubes 12/16

Recently Baptized /  Restored /  Identi f ied
- Caitlyn Crider* - baptized
- Gabriel Lee*- baptized
- Luke McReynolds* - baptized
- Madeline VanGrootheest* - baptized
- Morgan VanGrootheest* - baptized
- John Hart* - baptized
- Jake Armstrong* - identified
- Parker & Lauren Godwin* - identified
- Ron Bartanen* - identified
- Rick & Crystal Bartanen* - identified
- Nick Bartell* - identified

Expecting Mothers
- April Davis* - December 2022
- Lauren Godwin* - January 2023
- Heidi Hudgens - January 2023 (Avalon)
- Nikki Tebbe -January 2023 (Blisse's cousin)
- Jennifer Cannon - March 2023

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Eliezer Perez - San Lorenzo, Paraguay
- Trevor Smoot - Domestic Missions
- Sebastain Garcia - Brazil 
- SRC Correctional Institute - Paul Discher

Students in Col lege
- Haley Bartell
- Seth Crider
- Stephen English
- Caitlyn Frizzell
- Jackson Lash

Other  Requests /  Heal th Issues 
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- Gerry Baldwin - health (J.Pace sister)
- Bob Black - health (Lipford*)
- John & Gale Broadfoot - health (past member)
- Winston Burnham* - recovery
- Sherryn Canniff*- health, pain
- WillieMae Cosby - hand surgery (McGriff*)
- Sherry Davis* - health
- Fatima Deem- pregnant, problems (Nunes)
- Keturah Dickey - MS (K. Longmire*)
- Laura Elliot - (S. Lee* mom)
- Paul England - kidneys (Burnham*)
- Madeline Farley* - broken wrist, recovery
- Steve Fulton - pain, health difficulties
- Dixie Gorham 
- Edwina Harris - health (J.Pace sister)
- Barbara Helms*- health 
- Chris Hollis - tests (McGriff)
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Yvonne Loomis - prayers, health (Nunes*)
- Eddie Longmire* - health
- Cindy Marotta - paralyzed (Nunes*) 
- Vicente Martinez - kidney transplant 
- Randy McGilberry - heart issues (Burnham*) 
- Mary McGriff* - health, asthma
- Ron Miller- esophagus infection (Ina Ruth*)
- Patsy Prince - (Burnham*)
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Kara Ritchie - blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Glenn Rose - heart problems (Garcia*)
- August Eugene Smith -cleft palate (J.English*)
- Tony Smith - needs liver transplant (Fisher*)
- Julia Torpey* - health
- Gloria Vonada*   
- Jan Whitney*

Mil i tary
- Nick Bartell - Ft. Walton Beach
- John Bartell - Washington, DC
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer Gable-New London, Groton, CT
- Amya Huey* - Italy
- Ni Mack - Kentucky
- Byron Solomon - San Diego

 

Cancer  
- Kandi Armand - (Whitney*)
- Justin Barnhart - former member 
- Ron Bartanen - cancer
- Darlene Baxley - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Mark Carlson - (C.Davis*)
- Tish Clark - surgery (Hatcher*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Brenda Dunham - (J.English*)
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - (McGriff*)
- Lisa (Dixon) Johnson - (McGriff*)
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
- Marie and  Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
- Darrel Mason - (D.Hill*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Al Sherdan - bladder/prostatic cancer (Coen)
- Brooks Ann Singley* - good news!
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Donnie Turner- cancer (Helms*) 
- David Walther - brain (English*)
- Kellie (Wiggins) Ward - (frmer mem.)
- Daisy Jean Williams - (J.Pace)

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 
- Sherryn Canniff - homebound
- Donna Dudley-Life Care Center (S. Davis*) 
- Louise English* - Sandy Ridge
- Bobbie Garcia* -  Arcadia Health Care 
- Zeb Hamilton* - Sandy Ridge
- Betty Lee - homebound (D. Lee's mom*)
- Linda Mann* - Shut In 
- Ina Ruth Miller*- Grandview Retire Center 
- Ruth Phillips*-  Shut In
- Jim Pitts* - Sodalis house, room 119
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Troy Vonada* - Sodalis House

- Caleb Owens
- Nick Webb
- Lily Weathersbee
- Reed Wilson
- Lexi Wildes



SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 

Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell 

Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis* 

Education ............................. Chris Davis* 

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin 

Finance ....................................................... 

Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 

OWLS ............................. Stephen Fulton 

Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 

Lads to Leaders ................. David English 

Missions ................................ Mike Scott*  

Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin* 

Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden  

Worship ........................... Blake Hatcher*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is 

Thursday, by noon.

 EDUCATION
- Adult and Children Bible classes 

available on Sundays @ 9 AM and 
Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM. 

- Willing to teach? See Chris Davis!
-

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the 

Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- "LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire.

<WiFi Password posted in Foyer>

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradl in ........ Preacher /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Bl isse Hatcher  ............ Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  ......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com 
Scott Shanahan .................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 865-443-9856
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
Trevor  Smoot  ..... Domestic Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 937-417-4297
  .......................... smooterii@outlook.com

MORNING 
Opening Prayer ............. Stephen Fulton 
Song Director ................. Casey Bearden  
........................................... Troy Spradlin 
...................................... "God Has Spoken " 
Scripture Reading ............... Greg Lewis 
.......................................... Hebrews 1:1-4
Closing Prayer ........................ Rick Bird

Serving Communion: 
Comments ........................... Chris Davis 
Pat Mense  ............................. Joe Taylor  
Rick Bartenan .............. Dennis Maduell 
................................................... Doug Lee 

EVENING 
Opening Prayer ............... David English 
Singing ........................ Mason Chandler 
Scripture ............................ Brody Crider 
........................................... John 20:30-31
Comments ........................... Chris Davis 

Worship Service and Preparation:
Communion Prep .... Stephanie Wilson 
PowerPoint ............... Matt McReynolds 
Greeters: ................................. Joe Taylor

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director ................... Brody Crider 
Opening Prayer .................. Bob Locklin                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 137 
AM Worship ..................................... 184 
PM Worship ....................................... 98 
Wed. Night Bible Class .................... 133 
Contribution ................................. $8,654

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

ELDERS

CONTACT FOR DECEMBER:
Primary .................................... Rick Bird 
Secondary .............................. Joe Wilson

Scan this QR Code
to open webpage 
for online giving 

Rick  Bird ................................. 994-3148 
............................ bird1plus3@icloud.com 
Phi l l ip Webb .......................... 232-7431
........................... pw_webb@hotmail.com 
Joe Wilson .............................. 206-8350 
............................ jaw@wilsonharrell.com
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