
W elcom e! W e'r e glad  you  ar e h er e!
Su n day -  D ecem ber  18, 20 22

"This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast" - Hebrews 6:19

by Troy Spradlin
   A fire, a ship, or a wild animal that is out of control can be a very dangerous thing, but none are as 
dangerous as an individual with no self control. Such a person is often very unstable, prone to fits of anger, 
quick to blame others, and will make unethical decisions. Those with little, or no self control usually have 
difficulty maintaining healthy relationships and struggle with life's challenges. History is full of personalities 
that have wreaked havoc on society because of their lack of self control. On the other end of the spectrum,  
research indicates that people with strong self-control usually have better health, relationships, finances, 
and careers. They do not tend to have problems with addiction,  procrastination, or unethical behavior. In 
general, they are more satisfied with their lives than those who do not exhibit much self control.
    The Bible is very clear about the necessity for one to be in control of their 
emotions, expressions, and behavior. Proverbs 25:28 describes the lack of 
restraint as, "A man without self-control is like a city broken into and left without 
walls." (ESV) In ancient times, no one wanted to live in cities without walls. It 
meant no protection and no stability. Such is the consequence of having no 
rule over one?s own spirit. Paul explained that, "Every athlete exercises 
self-control in all things. They do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an 
imperishable." (1 Corinthians 9:25)  In other words, temperance is a positive attribute that can bring reward.  

We Glor i fy God w ith Sel f-Control  
    We were created for God's glory. Self-control is a fruit of the Spirit according to Galatians 5:22-23. This 
means that, as Christians, we reflect the Spirit of God in our lives when we exercise restraint, as the Bible 
teaches. We are "fearing God and keeping His commandments" (Ecc 12:13), which is confirmation we are 
"abiding in Him and He in us," (1 John 3:24). Our God is a God of self-control, exhibited throughout 
Scripture. Thus, when we magnify Him in our own behavior, it brings glory and honor to Him (Matt 5:16).

We Protect Our  Souls w ith Sel f-Control
    The lack of self-control opens us up to temptation which can easily lead to sin. The context of First 
Corinthians 7:5 is dealing with purity in marriage, but the statement, "so that Satan may not tempt you because 
of your lack of self-control" is applicable to other areas of life, in principle. Falling into sin leads to perishing in 
the second death (Rev 20:12-15). Therefore, exercising godly self-control can, ultimately, preserve our 
souls. This should remind us of just how important this virtue truly is! It certainly makes sense why Peter 
would add it to the list of attributes that we need to add to our faith (2 Peter 1:5-7).
    If you are striving to develop self-control in your life, here are four Biblical suggestions that will help you. 
One -  Renew your mind through God?s Word (Romans 12:2). Study it everyday and "store it in your heart, 
that you might not sin against God" (Psalm 119:11). Two - Pray (cf James 1:5; 1 Thess 5:17). Three - Identify, 
remove, and avoid the triggers of temptation in your life (cf 1 Cor 6:18; 1 Thess 5:17; Eph 4:22-24; James 
4:7). Four - If you fall, confess your sins right away (1 John 1:9) and get right back on the path of 
righteousness! (cf Matt 7:13-14; 1 John 1:7; Rev 2:10). Don't let a lack of self-control keep you from heaven!

SELF CONTROL
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The Choice
by Casey Bearden

Everyone knows, and most can recite, John 3:16 - ?For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life." However, it seems that many have trouble 
understanding the depth of what that verse is telling us. You see, this time of year, so many people are focused on 
the birth of Jesus. Others are not. Either because they do not believe in Jesus or believe that that this isn't the time 
of year He was born, and do not celebrate Jesus's birth, and instead all focus is given to His death, burial, and 
resurrection. Regardless of which stance you may take, it's important that we all understand the gravity behind this 
verse and the implications it brings with it. 

Although it was the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus that made our hope of salvation possible, it was the 
choice that was made long ago for Him to come that enabled all of that to happen. Consider John's message - God 
loved us so much, even when were lost in our arrogance & sin, turning our back on Him and His will, that He 
made a choice. A choice to send His son out of Heaven, away from Him, to go and take the place of those very 
people in being punished for their crimes of sin. A choice that would cost His life so that He could save ours and 
give us one even greater. God made a choice to see His son go through pain and agony so that we wouldn't have to.

Then, consider another choice. One made by the Son. Paul describes it this way in Philippians 2, "Do nothing 
from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to 
his own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, 
though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the 
form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross." Yes, God, the Son, made a choice... One to leave Heaven when 
called upon, to be born a human, dwell among us, and ultimately die for us. You see, one choice, one part of the 
story, may make all of the difference. If Jesus doesn't die, be buried, and resurrect, none of this matters, yet 
consider the fullness of the choice that led to that decision, that action. God, Jesus, loved us so much that they made 
a choice. That choice encompasses every facet of the gift of Jesus in coming to save us. May we always consider, 
and be thankful, that God chose us, even when we wouldn't choose Him. Blessings!



Get  Back  on t he Horse
by Trevor Smoot 

We all know the feeling of falling off the horse. Whether it's a workout routine, a book-reading schedule, or an 
actual Thoroughbred, everyone's been on the proverbial/ literal ground at one point or another. For the faithful 
Christian, nothing hurts worse than falling from righteousness and into sin. After a rough tumble, the ground may 
feel inviting relative to the horse. Getting back on is necessary, though, to have hope in heaven. Fortunately, there 
are plenty of Biblical folks who, despite stumbling, show us how to get back on their steed of righteousness.

Despite the fact he was a judge of Israel for 20 years, Samson doesn't have 
many redeeming characteristics. He was arrogant (Judges 14:2), indignant (Jdg. 
15:1f), and imprudent (Jdg. 16:17-22).  Sure, his feats of great strength make 
him seem incredible, but he really lived poorly much of his recorded life. All of 
his poor decision making culminated in a betrayal by the woman he loved, itself 
leading to his capture, torture, and humiliation. Even so, he ultimately dealt a 
devastating blow to the Philistines, after pleading to God for one final bout of 
strength. As a result, he fulfilled God's original plan for him (Jdg. 14:4).

Unlike the proud Samson, Job fell off his horse despite an impressively 
faithful record (Job 1:8). After having his wealth, health, and family attacked by 
Satan throughout his two chapters, Job's remaining friends and wife, in their own ways, convict Job of sin he was 
guiltless of, advising him to accept its guilt and be killed by God (Job 2:9, 4, 8, 11, etc.). While Job never does bend 
to those around him, he eventually steps out of line by unjustly questioning God's justice (Job 23). God, in His 
longest speech in Scripture, reproves Job, who responds immediately by repenting in dust and ashes (Job 42:6)

Not all redemption stories involve Biblically named people. I Corinthians 5 depicts a man who lived in a sinful 
relationship, even foreign to the Gentiles (I Cor. 5:1). What's worse is the muted response of the congregation (v. 
2). Though it's impossible to say precisely how the situation started or was perpetuated, wrong however it was, its 
outcome is less elusive. By the second letter to the Corinthians, it is clear the unnamed man rightly responded to 
the discipline his congregation was instructed to give in the earlier epistle (II Cor. 2:5-11, 7:9f). It seems as though 
all guilty parties responded to their rebukes with godly repentance.

These are just three - four including the church at Corinth - of the hundreds of possible examples of fallible 
people who righted their wrongs. Abraham, Moses, David, Peter, Paul - you name it, were all jockeys of 'righteous 
horses' who fell off and onto the 'ground of sin.' Even those who didn't seem to have a horse to fall off seemed to 
find one at the end of their lives because of their repentance (i.e. Ahab - I Kings 21:25-29). It is a truth that all have 
sinned and fallen off their horse (Rom. 3:23); it is also a truth that redemption is available to all who make the 
move to have it (John 3:16-21). 

Metaphors, excepting Christ's, do tend to break down. Occasionally, a literal horse will buck its rider. When it 
comes to living a godly life, it is not because righteousness has bucked us. It is our own mistakes which cause us to 
fall. Praise God, then, that this 'righteous steed' is a faithful one (I John 1:9). If you have fallen off the horse, get 
back on it, for it eagerly awaits to carry you to your heavenly destination. 

D O M EST I C M I SSIO N S



CO N GREGAT IO N A L  PRAYER L I ST

CHECK OUT OUR NEW:

!

Special   
- John Broam family - loss of John
- The Doss family*- welcomed baby Tyler!
- Annie Favorite - Baptist (Mary Lou's mom*)
- Donald Hamilton - surgery coming (McGriff*)
- Zeb Hamilton* -broke hip, recovery
- Bob Locklin* - chest bruising, recovery
- Richard McCool - heart attack, WFH 
- Laura Oliver - requesting prayers!
- The Owens' family* - loss of Charlotte
- Martha Reed* - cataract surgery, recovery
- Glenn Rose - SRH, fluid of heart (Garcia*)
- Zyler Thompson - tonsillectomy/ tubes 12/16
- Maggie Wilson* - surgery  1/9

Recently Baptized /  Restored /  Identi f ied
- Caitlyn Crider* - baptized
- Gabriel Lee*- baptized
- Luke McReynolds* - baptized
- Madeline VanGrootheest* - baptized
- Morgan VanGrootheest* - baptized
- John Hart* - baptized
- Jake Armstrong* - identified
- Parker & Lauren Godwin* - identified
- Ron Bartanen* - identified
- Rick & Crystal Bartanen* - identified
- Trevor & Brooklyn Bostwick* - identified
- Nick Bartell* - identified

Expecting Mothers
- April Davis* - December 2022
- Lauren Godwin* - January 2023
- Heidi Hudgens - January 2023 (Avalon)
- Nikki Tebbe -January 2023 (Blisse's cousin)
- Jennifer Cannon - March 2023

Mission Works
- Shanahans* - Mission Italy
- Eliezer Perez - San Lorenzo, Paraguay
- Trevor Smoot - Domestic Missions
- Sebastain Garcia - Brazil 
- SRC Correctional Institute - Paul Discher

Students in Col lege
- Haley Bartell
- Seth Crider
- Stephen English
- Caitlyn Frizzell
- Jackson Lash

Other  Requests /  Heal th Issues 
- Patricia Ann* - MZL
- Gerry Baldwin - health (J.Pace sister)
- Bob Black - health (Lipford*)
- John & Gale Broadfoot - health (past member)
- Winston Burnham* - recovery
- Sherryn Canniff*- health, pain
- WillieMae Cosby - hand surgery (McGriff*)
- Sherry Davis* - health
- Fatima Deem- pregnant, problems (Nunes)
- Keturah Dickey - MS (K. Longmire*)
- Laura Elliot - (S. Lee* mom)
- Paul England - kidneys (Burnham*)
- Madeline Farley* - broken wrist, recovery
- Steve Fulton - pain, health difficulties
- Dixie Gorham 
- Edwina Harris - health (J.Pace sister)
- Barbara Helms*- health 
- Chris Hollis - tests (McGriff)
- Kenna Jackson - (Kristina P's* friend)
- Marcia Jones - (Kenya's* friend)
- Yvonne Loomis - prayers, health (Nunes*)
- Eddie Longmire* - health
- Cindy Marotta - paralyzed (Nunes*) 
- Vicente Martinez - kidney transplant 
- Randy McGilberry - heart issues (Burnham*) 
- Mary McGriff* - health, asthma
- Ron Miller- esophagus infection (Ina Ruth*)
- Ella Parker* - health
- Patsy Prince - (Burnham*)
- Otis & Eleanor Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Kara Ritchie - blood disorder (M.Scott*)
- Glenn Rose - heart problems (Garcia*)
- August Eugene Smith -cleft palate (J.English*)
- Tony Smith - needs liver transplant (Fisher*)
- Julia Torpey* - health
- Gloria Vonada*   
- Jan Whitney*

Mil i tary
- Nick Bartell - Ft. Walton Beach
- John Bartell - Washington, DC
- Cody Davis - Fort Hood, TX
- Spencer Gable-New London, Groton, CT
- Amya Huey* - Italy
- Ni Mack - Kentucky
- Byron Solomon - San Diego

 

Cancer  
- Kandi Armand - (Whitney*)
- Justin Barnhart - former member 
- Ron Bartanen - cancer
- Darlene Baxley - lung cancer (Baxley*)
- Mark Carlson - (C.Davis*)
- Tish Clark - surgery (Hatcher*)
- Pat Deforest*
- Brenda Dunham - (J.English*)
- Eddie English - (R.English*)
- Timothy Ezzell - former member
- Chris Hendrix - (Baxley*)
- Ricky Jenning - (McGriff*)
- Lisa (Dixon) Johnson - (McGriff*)
- Tierney Lancaster - rare blood (Baxley*)
- Marie and  Jeff Lorentz - (J. Bartell*)
- Peter Machon - (Torpey*)
- Darrel Mason - (D.Hill*)
- Keith Pabst - (Webb*)
- Karen Parker - (Spradlin* friend)
- Karen Pollit - (Gallagher*)
- Megan Sanders - brain cancer (Blisse*)
- Kevin Shanahan - operation (Scott's* dad)
- Al Sherdan - bladder/prostatic cancer (Coen)
- Brooks Ann Singley* - good news!
- Mary Lee Smith - (McGriff*)
- Marlene Smith - (Fulton*)
- Donnie Turner- cancer (Helms*) 
- David Walther - brain (English*)
- Kellie (Wiggins) Ward - (frmer mem.)
- Daisy Jean Williams - (J.Pace)

Assisted Living /  Shut-Ins 
- Sherryn Canniff - homebound
- Donna Dudley-Life Care Center (S. Davis*) 
- Louise English* - Sandy Ridge
- Bobbie Garcia* -  Arcadia Health Care 
- Zeb Hamilton* - Sandy Ridge
- Betty Lee - homebound (D. Lee's mom*)
- Linda Mann* - Shut In 
- Ina Ruth Miller*- Grandview Retire Center 
- Ruth Phillips*-  Shut In
- Jim Pitts* - Sodalis house, room 119
- Lillian Raines* - Victorian Manor
- Mary Salinas* - Victorian Manor
- Faye Smith (Jeanna's mom) - Shut In
- Troy Vonada* - Sodalis House

- Caleb Owens
- Nick Webb
- Lily Weathersbee
- Reed Wilson
- Lexi Wildes



SERVING WITH 
HONOR

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18

Administration .................. Troy Spradlin 

Benevolence.................... Dennis Maduell 

Building & Grounds ............ Greg Lewis* 

Education ............................. Chris Davis* 

Evangelism ........................ Troy Spradlin 

Finance ....................................................... 

Fellowship ...............................  Jeff Scott* 

OWLS ............................. Stephen Fulton 

Involvement ........................... Joe Bartell* 

Lads to Leaders ................. David English 

Missions ................................ Mike Scott*  

Visitation ... Bob Locklin & Rick Martin* 

Youth & Family ................ Casey Bearden  

Worship ........................... Blake Hatcher*

STAFF

DEACONS* & MINISTRIES

MINISTRY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADMINISTRATION
- Deadline for all bulletin items is 

Thursday, by noon.

 EDUCATION
- Adult and Children Bible classes 

available on Sundays @ 9 AM and 
Wednesdays @ 6:30 PM. 

- Willing to teach? See Chris Davis!
-

WORSHIP
- Service Rosters are available on the 

Welcome Desk and Margaret Street 
website (listed under "Archives") 

- "LISTEN" devices available in the 
foyer, located in the Armoire.

<WiFi Password posted in Foyer>

Visi t or s: 
Thank  you f or  com ing!  
You are our  honored guest ! 
For more information about the church, 

spiritual topics, our classes, and activities, 

there is a tract rack at the entrance of the 

auditorium for your convenience. 

Or, ask any member for assistance.

Please take a moment to fill out a 

visitors card, or sign our guest book 

so that we might have a record of 

your attendance. Thank you!

Troy Spradl in ........ Preacher /  Minister      
  .................................... cell: 850-910-2868   
  ........................ spradlin.troy@gmail.com 
Casey Bearden .............. Family Minister
  .................................... cell: 706-889-3222  
  ........................... caseybearden@live.com
Bl isse Hatcher  ............ Church Secretary
  .................................... cell: 850-625-8911 
  ......................... margarstcoc@gmail.com 
Scott Shanahan .................... Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 865-443-9856
  .................. scottshanahan@hotmail.com
Trevor  Smoot  ..... Domestic Missionary      
  .................................... cell: 937-417-4297
  .......................... smooterii@outlook.com

MORNING 
Opening Prayer .................. Rick Martin 
Song Director ............. Mason Chandler  
Sermon ............................ Casey Bearden 
............................................. "Gift of Faith " 
Scripture Reading ............. Jak Gallagher 
............................................. Luke 1:26-38 
Closing Prayer .................. Phillip Webb

Serving Communion: 
Comments ................... Richard McCool 
Pat Mense  ............................. Joe Taylor  
Rick Bartenan .............. Dennis Maduell 
................................................... Doug Lee 

EVENING 
Opening Prayer ............... Rhett English 
Singing ............................. Trevor Smoot 
Scripture ............................... Gabriel Lee 
........................................... Mark 16:15-16
Comments ................... Richard McCool

Worship Service and Preparation:
Communion Prep ..... Stephanie Wilson 
PowerPoint ..................... Brooks Singley 
Greeters: ................................. Joe Taylor

WEDNESDAY EVENING
Song Director ................... Elliot Wilson 
Opening Prayer ..................... Jim Loftin                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

WEEKLY ATTENDANCE REPORT:
Sunday Bible Class ............................ 174 
AM Worship ..................................... 202 
PM Worship ..................................... 114  
Wed. Night Bible Class .................... 105 
Contribution .............................. $13,129

TIMES OF SERVICES:
Sunday AM Bible Class .............. 9:00 am 
Sunday AM Worship ............... 10:00 am 
Sunday PM Classes, Worship ... 6:00 pm 
Wednesday PM Bible Class ....... 6:30 pm

ELDERS

CONTACT FOR DECEMBER:
Primary .................................... Rick Bird 
Secondary .............................. Joe Wilson

Scan this QR Code
to open webpage 
for online giving 

Rick  Bird ................................. 994-3148 
............................ bird1plus3@icloud.com 
Phi l l ip Webb .......................... 232-7431
........................... pw_webb@hotmail.com 
Joe Wilson .............................. 206-8350 
............................ jaw@wilsonharrell.com
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